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FRIDAY CHURCH NEWS NOTES
FREQUENT MARIJUANA SMOKERS AT
GREATER RISK OF STROKE, HEART PROBLEMS
The following is excerpted from “Frequent pot smokers,” HealthDay News, Nov. 11, 2019: “Smoking pot doesn’t
do your heart or your brain any favors, a pair of new studies shows. Frequent pot smokers are more than twice
as likely to suﬀer a stroke compared with those who don't partake, the first study found. They’re also more likely
to be hospitalized for a dangerously erratic heart rhythm, according to the second study. Both studies are to be
presented at an upcoming meeting of the American Heart
Association (AHA), in Philadelphia, Nov. 16 to 18. Research
presented at meetings is typically considered preliminary
until published in a peer-reviewed journal. ... The findings
are ‘thought provoking at a time when there is a great push
to legalize marijuana, and the herb and its metabolites are
being promoted as a cure-all for a myriad of medical
conditions and ailments,’ said Dr. Ranjit Suri, an
electrophysiologist at Mount Sinai St. Luke's in New York
continued on NEXT PAGE

CHINA’S NEW SUPER CAMERA CAN
IDENTIFY A FACE AMONG THOUSANDS
The following is excerpted from “China’s New 500MP
facial recognition technology, making it possible to
‘Super Camera,” petapixel.com, Sep. 27, 2019:
identify every individual in an ultra-wide image of a
“Scientists at the Fudan University and Changchun
crowded stadium. As if that’s not enough, the camera
Institute of Optics, Fine Mechanics and Physics in
can reportedly record video at the same resolution.
China have developed a 500MP
The applications were put aptly
cloud-connected ‘super camera’ that
enough by the China News
can reportedly pick out facial details
Service, who writes that the ‘cloudof an individual person among
camera system [is] able to capture
thousands in a crowded stadium. The
thousands of faces at a stadium in
new tech is raising serious concerns
perfect detail and generate their
about privacy and government
facial data for the cloud while
monitoring. According to a report
locating a particular target in
by ABC News, the camera was
an instant.’ According to
500MP Super Camera
revealed at China’s International
the CNS report, the technology
Industry Fair by Xiaoyang Zeng, one of
is being praised by ‘most
the scientists who worked on the new system. The
Chinese experts’ for its potential ‘military, national
camera combines its 500MP resolution with a
defense, and public security applications,’ although
connection to the cloud and AI-powered, real-time
‘some’ have expressed concerns around privacy.”
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FREQUENT MARIJUANA SMOKERS AT GREATER RISK…
…continued from front page

City. Suri was not part of either study. The first study found that non-smokers who use marijuana more than
10 days a month are nearly 2.5 times more likely to have a stroke versus non-users. ... The study team was
surprised that people so young had such an elevated stroke risk, said lead author Tarang Parekh, a health
policy researcher at George Mason University in Fairfax, Va. ... In the second study, researchers found that
people who compulsively use cannabis have an up to 50 percent greater risk of being hospitalized for an
arrhythmia--an erratic heartbeat that can increase risk of stroke, heart attack or heart failure.”

BEWARE OF BETHEL CHURCH
Bethel Church is a former Assemblies of God
church in Redding, California, that withdrew in
2005 to become a “nondenominational” charismatic
network of churches and ministries. Bethel’s senior
pastors are the husband/wife team Bill and Beni
Johnson. B ethel Music publishes popular
contemporary worship songs, promotes CCM tours
worldwide, and operates WorshipU, an influential
educational program. Bethel’s most famous
musician is Jeremy Riddle, co-author of “This Is
Amazing Grace.” The heretical emphasis is
“encountering God” and “pursuing the presence of
God” by means of releasing oneself to heavily
sensual music. “At every service, our worship teams
usher in the presence of God.” Bethel’s series
“Without Words” uses instrumental music “to push
the creative boundaries of worship.” There are no
lyrics. Bethel’s “dance and flag ministry” also
“reveals God’s heart with no words.” This is blind,
emotional mysticism to feed the modern frenzy for
“an experience.” It is open disobedience to the Bible’s
command to “be sober, be vigilant” and is a perfect
recipe for spiritual delusion. True spiritual
edification requires a biblical message that is
understood. This is the theme of 1 Corinthians 14,
where “edify” is a synonym for “understanding.” “...
except ye utter by the tongue words easy to be
understood, how shall it be known what is spoken?
for ye shall speak into the air. ... I will sing with the
spirit, and I will sing with the understanding also. ...
Let all things be done unto edifying” (1 Corinthians

14:9, 15, 26). Bethel Church also founded Jesus
Culture, a contemporary, charismatic, ecumenical,
music-oriented youth ministry that has its own
Jesus Culture Music. Jesus Culture’s conferences are
attended by tens of thousands. Bethel’s School of
Supernatural Ministry has graduated 10,000 since
1998. “Students learn how to read, understand, and
‘do’ the Bible, how to practice His presence, to
witness, heal the sick, prophesy, preach, pray, cast
out demons and much more.” Bethel teaches and
practices all sorts of charismatic heresies, such as
the continuation of apostles and prophets, gibberish
tongues, the promise of healing in the atonement,
angelic and demon sightings, clairvoyance, grave
soaking (lying on a grave to soak up the deceased’s
“anointing”), and the appearance of “glory clouds,”
gold dust, and angel “feathers.” Beni Johnson teaches
that there are a variety of angels: messenger angels,
healing angels, fiery angels.” She says that one of her
students in the Supernatural School of Ministry was
told by God to go to a chapel and shout “Wakey
Wakey!” Suddenly, a huge angel stepped out and
said, “I am the angel from the 1904 revival and you
just woke me up.” When she asked, “Why have you
been asleep?” the angel replied, “Because no one has
been calling out for revival anymore.” On Nov. 6,
2019, Bill Johnson tweeted, “To raise a generation of
powerful people, we must build trust. We must have
the core belief that people are good.” In contrast,
Jesus’ core belief is that “there is none good but one,
that is, God” (Mark 10:18).
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FINNISH POLITICIAN ACCUSED OF “INCITEMENT
OF HATRED” OVER BOOKLET “MALE AND FEMALE
HE CREATED THEM”
The following is excerpted from “Finnish Politician,
Pastor’s Wife Accused,” Christian News Network,
Nov. 5, 2019: “A lawmaker and pastor’s wife in
Finland who was already being probed by police
over a social media post in which she questioned
the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Finland’s
partnership with a Helsinki Pride event is now also
facing a preliminary ‘incitement’ investigation over
a booklet that she wrote 15 years ago entitled ‘Male
and Female He Created Them.’ The Oﬃce of the
Prosecutor General of Finland issued a press
release on Monday noting that while Päivi
Räsänen’s 2004 publication--which remains
online--‘takes a stand on ecclesiastical policy, social
policy, sexuality and marriage in regard to the Bible
and its interpretation,’ Prosecutor Raija Toiviainen
believes the text potentially constitutes a hate
crime. ... ‘According to the prosecutor general, there
is reason to believe that because of the defamation
of homosexuals by the violation of their human
dignity, Ms. Räsänen is guilty of incitement to
hatred against a group,’ it explains. ‘Therefore, there
will be a preliminary investigation in this matter.” ...
As previously reported, Räsänen’s husband is a
pastor with the Evangelical Lutheran Church of
Finland, which is the largest denomination in the
country, having an estimated three million
members. ... Räsänen is known for defending life
and marriage, standing against abortion,
euthanasia and homosexuality. ... In June, Räsänen,
a member of the Christian Democrat Party (which
is diﬀerent from the Democratic Party in the
United States), also tweeted her views about the
unscriptural advocacy. ‘How can the Church’s
doctrinal foundation, the Bible, be compatible with
the lifting up of shame and sin as a subject of pride?
#LGBT #HelsinkiPride2019 #Romans 1:24-27,' she
wrote, while sharing a photograph of the biblical
text, as it directly addresses homosexuality.
However, in September, it was announced that

Räsänen had been placed under government
investigation for her post, being accused of
‘incitement against sexual and gender minorities.’ ...
She also told the Christian Broadcasting Network
that she is ‘worried that this case, the criminal
investigation, might frighten some Christians to
hide and to keep silent.’ ‘[T]ruth usually comes
with a price. One often has to pay for following

{T}ruth usually comes
with a price. One often
has to pay for following
truth, confessing truth
and speaking it.

truth, confessing truth and speaking it. Instead,
however, people are tempted to sell the truth, to
acquire advantage for oneself by yielding to
popular, false ideas and by distorting the truth. Yet
the Bible exhorts, Buy the truth, and do not sell
it! R äsänen stated during a seminar in
2013, according to text posted to her website. ... ‘If
we neglect this right, the space for speaking will
eventually get smaller. The more we keep silent
about the teachings of the Bible on the painful
issues of our time, the more powerful is the
rejection. If there are not enough skiers on a ski
track in a snowstorm, it gets diﬃcult to proceed.
We need people who ski before us.’”
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HOW DO YOUR OPALS GROW?
Th e
following
is
from
creationmoments.com, Oct. 11, 2019: Opals
are precious multicolored gemstones made
primarily of silica. How do they form?
Scientists admit that much of the chemistry
is not well understood. However, according
to the traditional explanation, their
formation begins as water filters through
silica-rich rock, dissolving some of the
silica. When that water passes through a
cavity in a suitable rock, the silica
precipitates as a film on the wall of the
cavity. After tens of millions of years, say
the scientists, you will have an opal. Now
opals have been found along with fossilized
soil bacteria, similar to typical soil bacteria
you find today. With this finding, some
scientists have suggested that the acids
produced by the bacteria may have helped
form the opals. They propose that the acids
produced by the bacteria dissolved some of
the minerals in nearby feldspar, forming the
opals. Obviously, this process would not
take as long as the purely natural process

traditionally thought to form opals. Other
geologists are reluctant to give bacteria any
credit for opal formation. However, one
opal expert, Dr. Len Cram, has been
growing opals in a process that takes only a
few months. Creationists do not oppose
real knowledge. We know that when truth
is discovered it will never contradict
Scripture. Actually demonstrating that
opals can be produced in a matter of
months is far better science than
speculating about it taking millions of
years. Ref: Creation, 12/00-2: 2001, p. 5,
‘Opals from Bacteria?’”

Opals

INFORMATION
The Friday Church News Notes is designed for use in churches and is published by Way of Life Literature’s Fundamental Baptist Information
Service. Unless otherwise stated, the Notes are written by David Cloud. Of necessity we quote from a wide variety of sources, but this
obviously does not imply an endorsement. We trust that our readers will not be discouraged. It is God’s will that we know the times (1 Ch.
12:32; Mat. 16:3) and that we be as wise as serpents and harmless as doves. The News Notes remind us that the hour is very late, and we need
to be ready for the Lord’s coming. Are you sure that you are born again? Are you living for Christ? “And that, knowing the time, that now it
is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us
therefore cast oﬀ the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for
the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof ” (Rom. 13:11-14). This material is sent only to those who personally subscribe to the Fundamental Baptist
Information Service mailing list. To SUBSCRIBE, go to http://www.wayoflife.org/wayoflife/subscribe.html. TO UNSUBSCRIBE OR
CHANGE ADDRESSES, go to the very bottom of any email received from us and click "Manage My Subscription." Way of Life Literature,
P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 48061, 866-295-4143, fbns@wayoflife.org.
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