VOLUME 20, ISSUE 19

WAY OF LIFE

MAY 10, 2019

FRIDAY CHURCH NEWS NOTES
FIRST TELEVISED ROCK WORSHIP SERVICE
HAD ALL THE EARMARKS OF CCM TODAY
The first televised rock worship service, a half-century ago, had all of the
earmarks of Contemporary Christian Music today and all of the loud
warning signs for wise, Bible-believing Christians and churches. The date was
April 27, 1969, the year I entered the U.S. Army. The band was The Mind
Garage; the broadcaster was ABC (American Broadcasting Corporation); the
forum was Saint Mark’s Episcopal Church in Bowery, Manhattan. The event
was called “14th Electric Mass.” It was seen by thousands of people in the
United States and rerun annually into the 1980s
(classicchristianrockzine.com). Consider the earmarks of this proto-rock
worship service:
The Mind Garage
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CHILDREN IN PHILADELPHIA MUSLIM SOCIETY
SAY THEY WILL CHOP OFF HEADS FOR ALLAH
The following is excerpted from “Kids in
Philadelphia,” Daily Wire, May 3, 2019: “The
Muslim American Society (MAS) Islamic Center in
Philadelphia posted the video to its Facebook page
celebrating Ummah Day in which young children
wearing Palestinian scarves sang and read poetry
about killing for Allah and the mosque in
Jerusalem, Fox News reported. ‘One girl talks about
martyrs sacrificing their lives without hesitation to
conquer Jerusalem.’ ‘We will defend the land of
divine guidance with our bodies, and we will
sacrifice our souls without hesitation,’ another girl
says. ‘We will chop oﬀ their heads, and we will
liberate the sorrowful and exalted Al-Aqsa Mosque
[the mosque on Jerusalem’s Temple Mount]. We
will lead the army of Allah fulfilling His promise,
and we will subject them to eternal torture.’ In a
statement to Fox News, MEMRI wrote: ‘These are

not isolated incidents; they are happening in major
centers of the countr y--including in
Pennsylvania.’ ... Hassan Sajwani, an Emirati writer,
tweeted: ‘I hope the world now realizes why did the
# UA E b a c k i n 2 0 1 4 d e s i g n at e
#MuslimAmericanSociety @mas_national a
terrorist organization! This is what they preach [to]
kids as young as 5 yrs of age !!’”
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First, from its inception rock worship was pagan
in sound. The music of the first rock worship band
was borrowed directly from the secular world.
There was nothing sacred or holy about it. It was
described as “psychedelic,” which was 1960s drug
music. Journalist Joyce Tracewell described it as
“deliberate alien music, the kind that makes you
shiver.” She said “they sing in voices that should
have belonged to Druids or Incas or
Gypsies” (“Mind Garage Deliberate Alien Music,”
Mindgarage.com, Apr. 19, 1970). I know this
music. I lived this music as a drug-using “hippie”
before I was saved. There is nothing godly about it.
It is “spiritual” only in the sense that it is of the
spirit of this world. From then until now,
Contemporary Christian Music has borrowed at its
pleasure from the cesspool of the world’s party
music, pretending to have this liberty, but it is not a
liberty justified by God’s Word. It is confusion; it is
apostasy; it is rebellion to incorporate the
sexualized, demon-influenced music styles of this
wicked world into the worship of a thrice-holy
God, the God who has commanded His people,
“Be not conformed to this world” (Ro. 12:2).
Second, from its inception rock worship was
ecumenical. The Mind Garage Band members
were Baptist, Catholic, and Protestant. “It was not
uncommon to witness Episcopalians, Catholics,
Protestants and Jews together, all taking
Communion” (“The Electric Liturgy of ‘The Mind
Garage,’” Classic Christian Rockzine, 2015). The
Mind Garage performed in Episcopal, Catholic,
Presbyterian, Baptist, and Methodist churches.
Ecumenism requires an unscriptural nonjudgmental stance toward doctrine and practice

and an openness of heresy and apostasy. Nothing is
building a “one world church” more eﬀectively
than Contemporary Christian Music. Even the
more conservative contemporary worship people,
such as the Gettys, are ecumenical (e.g., their noncritical relationship with Roman Catholic Matt
Maher). It is telling that the first televised rock
worship service was held in an Episcopal
congregation, seeing that the Episcopalians have
been on the cutting edge of theological modernism
and apostasy. Earlier in the 1960s, Episcopalian
Bishop James Pike called the virgin birth of Christ
a “primitive myth” and said that Joseph was
probably Jesus’ real father (Redbook magazine,
August 1961). He also said that Adam and Eve, the
Garden of Eden, heaven, and hell are myths. In
1963, Episcopal theologian Paul van Buren started
the God-is-dead movement with the publication of
The Secular Meaning of the Gospel.
Third, from its inception rock worship was
worldly. The longhaired men of The Mind Garage
“were not overly religious” and cared little to
nothing about biblical precepts against unisex and
immodest fashion, alcohol and drug use,
separation from filthy things such as secular rock
music. The Mind Garage associated with and
performed with filthy bands such as Iron Butterfly,
Sly and the Family Stone, and Canned Heat. In
practice, they ripped verses such as the following
from their Bibles: Romans 12:2; 1 Corinthians
11:14-15; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18; Ephesians 5:11; 1
Timothy 2:9; James 4:4; and 1 John 2:15-17.
Worldliness continues to be a prominent feature of
Contemporary Christian Music, as we have
documented in Baptist Music Wars and A Directory
continued on NEXT PAGE
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of Contemporary Worship Musicians, both of which
are available as free eBooks from www.wayoflife.org.

Hillsong United’s Matt Crocker

Fourth, from its inception rock worship was
focused on a feeling. A Mind Garage advertisement
said, “We welcome you to the electric liturgy, a
festival of feeling.” We are reminded that from its
inception, contemporary Christian music has been
experience oriented, which is largely a product of its
intimate association with the charismatic movement.
Contemporary worship music is a rock & roll
feeling-fest. It is designed to create an emotional
experience, a sensual experience, as opposed to a
sacred music style that edifies through the mind and
heart. We are taught to learn of Christ, not feel Christ
(Mt. 11:28-30). But Graham Kendrick, one of the
biggest names in contemporary worship, says, “The
old way of preaching and singing began to give way
to an expectation that ... God would visit us, and we’d
EXPERIENCE HIS PRESENCE IN A TANGIBLE
SORT OF WAY” (interview June 11, 2002 with Chris
Davidson of Integrity Music). Hillsong United’s Matt
Crocker says, “My goal is to create an atmosphere for
people to be able to enter into the presence of
God” (“Seeing the World in Wonder with Hillsong
United’s Matt Crocker,” WorshipMusician.com, Jul.
21, 2017). The search for feeling in worship drives
the choice of a rock style of music. Unlike traditional
sacred music styles, rock music produces strong
sensual feelings. One rock song writer well described
it as being “hooked on a feeling.” A Bible-believing
church that is playing with contemporary Christian
music is playing with fire. It is building bridges to the
one-world “church” and to the world itself, bridges
that will eventually destroy whatever biblicist,
pilgrim character the church currently possesses.
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PAUL’S ADAM
The following is from Creation Moments, Apr. 15,
2019: “‘For since by man came death, by man
came also the resurrection of the dead. For as in
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made
alive’ (1 Corinthians 15:21-22). I saw a video on
the BioLogos website entitled Paul’s Adam. Even
the title caused concern. The apostle Paul alludes
to Genesis in a number of places in his epistles,
but two places in particular refer directly to
Adam. These are Romans 5 and 1 Corinthians 15.
In both cases, Adam is compared to Jesus. When I
watched the video, I heard the featured
theologians say that Paul got it wrong. These
supposedly Bible-believing theologians were
explaining that Adam was never a real person, but
that they did not expect the apostle Paul to know

that, and, therefore, the lesson drawn by Paul is
still true. The lesson that Paul draws, in brief, is
this: Adam was our representative in Eden. Jesus
was our representative on the cross. ‘For as by one
man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so
by the obedience of one shall many be made
righteous.’ The analogy made between Adam and
Jesus in both passages is so close that logic would
tell us that the lesson would be undermined if
Adam did not exist. It seems that some selfavowed conservative theologians are playing with
fire these days. The idea that ‘it’s okay, if Paul was
wrong’ is not an acceptable answer. The more
humble approach is to acknowledge that if Paul,
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, told us
that Adam was real, then he most certainly was.”
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obviously does not imply an endorsement. We trust that our readers will not be discouraged. It is God’s will that we know the times (1 Ch.
12:32; Mat. 16:3) and that we be as wise as serpents and harmless as doves. The News Notes remind us that the hour is very late, and we need
to be ready for the Lord’s coming. Are you sure that you are born again? Are you living for Christ? “And that, knowing the time, that now it
is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us
therefore cast oﬀ the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for
the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof ” (Rom. 13:11-14). This material is sent only to those who personally subscribe to the Fundamental Baptist
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