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Digging in the Walls: A month’s worth
of news items, republished from Friday
Church News Notes. Page 11.

From its inception in the 18th century, America
was not a Bible nation in a consistent and thor-
ough-going manner, but it was a nation powerful-
ly influenced by the Bible, more than any nation
in history apart from Israel herself…A large num-
ber of America’s Founding Fathers quoted the
Bible and credited it for the success of the nation.
A large number of them glorified Jesus Christ as
Lord and Saviour and professed personal faith in
His atonement for their eternal salvation.  Page 6.

AMERICA, POLITICS, AND SPIRITUAL LIGHT - By David Cloud
“But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the children of light, and
the children of the day: we are not of the night, nor of
darkness. Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let
us watch and be sober” (1 Thessalonians 5:4-6).

“And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to
awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation nearer than
when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at
hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and
let us put on the armour of light” (Romans 13:11-12).

The result of the recent U.S. election [November 2012]
was not surprising to the Bible believer who knows the
frightful spiritual condition of America, and we should
not respond as unbelievers and heretics and nominal
Christians respond to these confusing, frustrating times.

Many are in despair, frantically trying to find a safe
heaven for their wealth.

But we are not Christians in name only; we are born again
by God’s Spirit and we walk in the light of God’s
infallible Word. We know the times, or at least we should.
We understand the underlying spiritual fundamentals of
society. We are pilgrims. Our citizenship is in heaven, and
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we are exhorted to set our affection on things above, not
on things on earth (Col. 3:1-4; Hebrews 11:13; 1 Peter
2:11).

The Bible shines brilliant light upon our situation in this
present world, and gives us clear instructions about how
to live and act in the face of the challenges of these
times.

Let me say at the outset that I understand that politics
and government are important, that politics and
government affect our daily lives. I am not saying that
we should have nothing to do with politics and that we
should have no interest in what is happening at the
political level.

I am simply arguing in this report that politics is not the
answer to the moral, social, and economic ills our
nations are facing, and we need to focus our attention on
the real fundamental issues, and on God’s will, and on
the things that can bring real change, and on things that
have eternal value.

THE LIGHT OF JEREMIAH 23:15

“Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts concerning
the prophets; Behold, I will feed them with
wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall:
for from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness
gone forth into all the land.”

The root problem in America is the same as that in Israel
of old. God told Jeremiah that it was the prophets of Israel
who had spread profaneness and filthiness throughout
the land (Jer. 23:15). The fundamental issue was the
apostate, compromising condition of the prophets. This
is true in America (and Canada, etc.). The battle for the
nation is won or lost in the churches and the Christian
homes, not in the realm of politics and social warfare.
The root problem with America’s deep moral sickness is
the apostasy in the churches. America does not have the
fear of God because the churches are not preaching the
fear of God, and that is because the pastors are
compromisers and apostates who fear the people more
than they fear God and who care more about their
individual bottom line than about the truth.

Multitudes of professing Christians vote for wicked
politicians and thereby support the murder of unborn
children and the legitimizing of homosexuality and other
such evils.

The fundamental problem is not with the belly-serving
politicians; it is with the professing Christians who vote
for them.

That God’s curse is upon America should be obvious to
any Bible believer. We are cursed with droughts and
floods and tornados and multi-billion dollar mega-storms.
We are cursed with rampant disease. We are cursed with
foolish leaders who pursue policies guaranteed to destroy
the nation. We are cursed with judges who are passionate
about casting aside the very Constitution they vowed to
uphold in favor of modern opinions. We are cursed with
policies guaranteed to weaken commerce and destroy the
value of our currency. We are cursed with the abuse of
our military by the commander-in-chief himself. We are
cursed with a mainstream media that hates the truth and
rejoices in lies, that is devoted to brazen propaganda in
the name of fair reporting. We are cursed with a national
education system designed to produce moral rebels and
spiritual fools. We are cursed with an entertainment
industry fervently devoted to everything abominable in
God’s eyes. We are cursed with a breath-taking loss of
freedom, with the government snooping into every nook
and cranny of our lives and businesses.

But we must understand that the curses are the symptoms,
and healing does not come by focusing on symptoms
(though it is right and necessary to reprove the works of
darkness, Ephesians 5:11). The fundamental element is

mailto:fbns@wayoflife.org
mailto:fbns@wayoflife.org
http://www.wayoflife.org
http://www.wayoflife.org
http://www.wayoflife.org


W A Y O F L I F E L I T E R A T U R E

1 Timothy 6:20,21 3

the spiritual compromise and apostasy of professing
Christians and churches that name the name of Jesus
Christ, particularly in America which is a nation filled
with churches and professing Christians.

The passionate politicking on the part of Bible believers;
the joining hands with pagans and heretics to “save
America”; shows a lack of wisdom and spiritual
understanding.

There are many things we can do to help America or any
other nation in which we find ourselves as pilgrims in
this world, but carnal politicking and yoking together
with heretics and unbelievers in blatant disobedience to
God’s Word (e.g., Romans 16:17; 2 Corinthians 6:14-18)
is not the answer. This has been tried since the formation
of the misguided Moral Majority in the 1980s and it has
only resulted in an ever-steeper slide into destruction.
The answer is not in another Ronald Reagan, but in a
genuine spiritual revival.

THE LIGHT OF 2 CHRONICLES 7:14

“If my people, which are called by my name, shall
humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and
turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from
heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their
land.”

This verse provides us with the answer to the question,
“What can I do to help my nation?”

The verse is addressed to Israel, but it has an application
to our day. We are told, “Now all these things happened
unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come”
(1 Corinthians 10:11).

The answer to what we can do for the nation is to humble
ourselves, and pray, and seek God’s face, and turn from
our wicked ways, so that we can have the blessing and
power of God.

God’s people don’t have to form any sort of majority to
have a vast influence on their nation. One man or woman
of God “on praying ground” can stem the tide of much
evil and restrain divine judgment, at least temporarily.

We need to stop wasting hours listening to the Rush
Limbaughs and the Sean Hannitys and the Glenn Becks

and spend serious time in God’s Word and prayer and
get out into the harvest fields with the gospel and make
our churches stronger and more solidly biblical and win
our children to Christ and disciple them in a truly serious
manner.

We need to purify our individual lives and homes and
churches from the influence of the world. We need to cut
off association with spiritual compromisers and apostates
in according with the command of God’s Word (e.g.,
Romans 16:17; 2 Thessalonians 3:6; 2 Timothy 3:5). We
need to stop reading the wrong literature and listening to
the wrong music and watching the wrong things that
weakens rather than strengthens our spiritual perception
and conviction.

From my perspective, having preached in about 600
churches and having long communicated annually with
hundreds of Christians from various parts of the world,
the average “fundamentalist” Christian is largely ignorant
of the Bible. He knows enough only to be a danger to
himself and others, and he has no passion to improve his
understanding. He is a spiritual pygmy. He is as
passionate about such vanities as professional sports and
as carried away with the misguided observations of
conservative political pundits as his pagan neighbor. He
is ignorant of important issues that we are facing and isn’t
interested in being educated. He will read a fishing
magazine and listen to sports radio and watch some
empty-headed late night comedian and she will devour
“Christian” romance novels, but they wouldn’t dream of
reading a book to educate themselves about the Emerging
Church or the New Age movement or New
Evangelicalism or Contemplative Prayer or
Contemporary Worship Music or other spiritual enemies
that they and their families and churches are facing and
will face. As a result, as the prophet said about Israel of
old, “My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge”
(Hosea 4:6).

In my experience, prayer in the average Bible-believing
church is so negligible as to be frightful and amazing.
There are the brief prayers at the beginning and end of
the services and before the preaching and a pathetic few
minutes of prayer on Wednesday night and that’s pretty
much it. A daily prayer closet is a foreign concept to
multitudes of God’s people. Only a few decades ago
churches would conduct a series of “cottage prayer
meetings” for weeks before a special meeting or Bible
conference, but that is overwhelmingly a thing of the past.
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Now we trust in advertising and carnal enthusiasm and a
dynamic speaker. Only a few decades ago it was common
to have a men’s prayer meeting before each service, but
now that is a rarity.

We are doing less praying than ever and yet we are living
in the most desperate times imaginable. How carnal and
lukewarm we are!

How many Bible-believing families have family
devotions? How many are seriously discipling their
children in the home? How many dads and moms
maintain a serious daily time in God’s Word and a daily
private prayer closet? How many are serious about
purifying their homes of foreign spiritual influences?
How many care enough about the truth to leave a
compromised church that is headed in the wrong
direction?

The spiritually-weak condition of our families and
churches is the reason why so few are surrendering to the
call to preach and the call to carry the gospel to the ends
of the earth. The parents are living more for themselves
than for Christ, and the children follow in their footsteps.

The real battleground for the soul of America (or Canada
or the Philippines or wherever) is not in the White House;
it is in God’s House, and that is precisely where we need
to focus our attention like a laser beam.

THE LIGHT OF 2 THESSALONIANS 2:3-7

“Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day
shall not come, except there come a falling away first,
and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;
Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is
called God, or that is worshipped; so that he as God
sitteth in the temple of God, shewing himself that he
is God. Remember ye not, that, when I was yet with
you, I told you these things? And now ye know what
withholdeth that he might be revealed in his time. For
the mystery of iniquity doth already work...”

This passage gives great light upon the times. The
Bible-believer who interprets prophecy literally, in
accordance with how it was interpreted by the apostles
and how it has always been fulfilled, knows that we live
in the last days, and we are rushing toward the end at
dizzying speed.

The mystery of iniquity is the devil’s program to put the
man of sin on the throne of the world. It is a program that
has been operating for 2,000 years, but the Bible teaches
us that its progress will gain in speed as the end draws
near.

No matter what we do, we are not going to stop the
runaway engine of end-time apostasy. We are not going
to stop the progress of the mystery of iniquity. We are
not going to stop the globalization process, the one-world
church, the New Age thinking, the me-first pop culture,
or the militarism that is preparing the world for the man
of sin. We are not going to lift the veil of spiritual
darkness that is falling ever deeper upon mankind. We
are not going to stop the spread of idolatry that is
preparing men’s hearts for the Idol of idols that will soon
sit on the throne of this world.

Those who do not believe the Bible and do not understand
its prophecies but who are somewhat conservative and
reasonable in their thinking--the Ayn Ryan disciples and
the Birchers and the Beckers and a large number of the
Tea Partyers--are powerfully frustrated in these times.
They see the symptoms. They know the evils, and they
document them in books and blogs. But they don’t
understand the underlying spiritual issues, and they don’t
have any real solution.

The true Bible believer must not be in this sad condition.
We have more light; we have access to more wisdom.
We know the beginning from the end from God’s Word.
We need to lift up our eyes and set our affection on things
above.

THE LIGHT OF 2 PETER 3:8-9 AND 2
THESSALONIANS 2:7b-8

“But, beloved, be not ignorant of this one thing, that
one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack
concerning his promise, as some men count slackness;
but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repentance.”

“For the mystery of iniquity doth already work: only
he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out of the
way. And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth,
and shall destroy with the brightness of his coming.”
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These two passages explain why Christ has not yet returned
and why He is waiting and what is restraining the mystery of
iniquity.

As for what is restraining, that is the Spirit of God. He is
identified as a Person in this passage, and He is the only one
powerful enough to do such a thing. He came at Pentecost to
empower the churches for world evangelism and He is at the
same time exercising a restraining influence on the devil’s
program until “He be taken out of the way,” which we believe
will occur at the Rapture of New Testament saints.

The Lord is in control of the times and the seasons.  As the
prophet Daniel said, “Blessed be the name of God for ever and
ever: for wisdom and might are his: And he changeth the times
and the seasons: he removeth kings, and setteth up kings...”
(Daniel 2:20-21).

And Paul said in regard to the nations that God “hath
determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their
habitation; that they should seek the Lord, if haply they might
feel after him, and find him, though he be not far from every
one of us” (Acts 17:26-27).

The Lord is waiting because He loves men’s souls and wants
to save them far more than He wants to judge them. He is not
willing that any perish. He would have all men to be saved
and gave himself as a ransom to make that possible (1 Timothy
2:3-6).

It is in this context that Christ has commanded that the gospel
be preached to every individual in every nation (Mark 16:15;
Acts 1:8), and Paul said that each believer is an ambassador
in this great work (2 Corinthians 5:20).

Men cannot believe unless they hear the gospel. They have
enough light in creation and conscience to condemn them and
to leave them without excuse, but not enough to save them.

This brings us back to the question, “How can I help my
nation?” and to the answer provided in 2 Chronicles 7:14,
which is to repent of sin and obey God.

Since the five-fold repetition of the Great Commission is a
powerful emphasis (Matthew 28, Mark 16; Luke 24; John 20;
Acts 1), teaching us that this is something that Christ is
passionate about, one of the most important ways that I can
get God’s blessing on my life, my family, and my church--
other things being right--is to take world evangelism seriously.

How many people heard the gospel at your hands and through
your mouth in the last month?

How many missionaries were helped through your offerings?

How many missionaries and preachers do you intercede for
daily?

Have you ever prayed, “Here am I Lord, send me”? Have you
presented yourself a living sacrifice to God (Romans 12:1)?

When you sing “I Surrender All,” do you sing it as a hypocrite
or as a fervent disciple of Jesus Christ?

Brethren, these are the things that we need to focus on like a
laser beam, laying aside those things that are hindering our
spiritual progress and power!

THE FUTURE ACCORDING TO
THE BIBLE

Available at Way of Life Bookstore
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By no means were all Americans in the 18th century
Bible-believing Christians. Even among the Founding
Fathers, some prominent figures were rationalists who
rejected the Bible’s divine inspiration and Christ’s virgin
birth, miracles, and sacrificial atonement.

Chief among these were Thomas Jefferson and Benjamin
Franklin. Jefferson made his own “Bible” by cutting out
the miraculous, including Christ’s resurrection. And that
fascinating and most clever American Benjamin Franklin
was a member of France’s Lodge of the Nine Sisters,
among the members of which were “the freest-thinkers
in the realm.” Franklin was a great fan of the blasphemous
and morally filthy French skeptic Voltaire. Franklin
sought Voltaire’s blessing on his grandson and
participated enthusiastically in a eulogy following
Voltaire’s death, which was held in a hall dressed in black
and lit by candles. Franklin took his Masonic crown and
laid it at the foot of a large painting of Voltaire (H.W.
Brands, The First American, p. 565).

From its inception in the 18th century, America was not
a Bible nation in a consistent and thorough-going manner,
but it was a nation powerfully influenced by the Bible,
more than any nation in history apart from Israel herself.

America’s most popular book, by far, was the Bible.

Noah Webster, author of The American Dictionary of the
English Language (1828), observed: “Our liberty, growth
and prosperity was the result of a Biblical philosophy of
life. Our continued freedom and success is dependent on
our educating the youth of America in the principles of
Christianity” (Leon Stevens, One Nation Under God, p.
102).

A large number of America’s Founding Fathers quoted
the Bible and credited it for the success of the nation. A
large number of them glorified Jesus Christ as Lord and

Saviour and professed personal faith in His atonement
for their eternal salvation.

Following are a few statements about the Bible by
America’s Founding Fathers:

These quotes could be multiplied. They are gathered from
many sources, such as The United States, Law,
Government, Religion, Christianity, and Illegalities by
Barak Josiah, The Founders on Religion: A Book of
Quotations edited by James Hutson, and America’s God
and Country: Encyclopedia of Quotations edited by
William Federer.

Many of America’s founders were members of and
supporters of the American Bible Society, which was
founded in 1816. The first president of the Society, Elias
Boudinot, had been President of the Continental Congress
during the War of Independence. The second president
of the Bible Society, John Jay, was the first Chief Justice
of the U.S. Supreme Court.

JOHN ADAMS (1735-1826), second President of the
United States. “I have examined all religions, and the
result is that the Bible is the best book in the world”
(Works, Vol. X, p. 85, letter written to Thomas Jefferson).

JOHN QUINCY ADAMS (1767-1848), sixth President
of the United States. In 1811, Adams wrote the following
to his son: “Let us then search the Scriptures. ... The Bible
contains the revelation of the will of God; it contains the
history of the creation, of the world and of mankind; and
afterwards the history of one peculiar nation, certainly
the most extraordinary nation that has ever appeared upon
the earth” (Letter from John Quincy Adams to George
Adams, Sept. 1 and 8, 1811).

PATRICK HENRY (1736-1799), officer in the
Continental Army under George Washington, Governor
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of Virginia. “The Bible ... is a book worth more than all
the other books that were ever printed” (Sketches of the
Life and Character of Patrick Henry, William Wirt, 1818,
p. 402).

JOHN JAY (1745-1829), first Chief Justice of the U.S.
Supreme Court, Governor of New York. In 1784, he
wrote the following to his eldest son, Peter: “Your aunt
tells me that you love your books, and that you daily read
in the Bible and have learned by heart some Hymns in
the book I sent you. These accounts give me great
pleasure, and I love you for being such a good boy. The
Bible is the best of all books, for it is the word of God
and teaches us the way to be happy in this world and in
the next. Continue therefore to read it and to regulate your
life by its precepts” (The Winning of the Peace,
unpublished papers of John Jay, edited by Richard
Morris, Vol. II, p. 709).

ELIAS BOUDINOT (1740-1821), President of the
Continental Congress, framer of the Bill of Rights. “For
nearly half a century have I anxiously and critically
studied that invaluable treasure [the Bible]; and I still
scarcely ever take it up that I do not find something
new--that I do not receive some valuable addition to my
stock of knowledge or perceive some instructive fact
never observed before. In short, were you to ask me to
recommend the most valuable book in the world, I should
fix on the Bible as the most instructive both to the wise
and ignorant. Were you to ask me for one affording the
most rational and pleasing entertainment to the inquiring
mind, I should repeat, it is the Bible; and should you
renew the inquiry for the best philosophy or the most
interesting history, I should still urge you to look into
your Bible. I would make it, in short, the Alpha and
Omega of knowledge” (The Age of Revelation, or the Age
of Reason Shown to Be an Age of Infidelity, 1801, p. xv,
from the “Dedication: Letter to his daughter Susan
Bradford”).

BENJAMIN RUSH (1746-1813), signer of the
Declaration of Independence, a founder of the
Philadelphia Bible Society. “By renouncing the Bible,
philosophers swing from their moorings upon all moral
subjects. ... It is the only correct map of the human heart
that ever has been published” (Letters of Benjamin Rush,
1951, Vol. I, p. 475). “[T]he only means of establishing
and perpetuating our republican forms of government is
the universal education of our youth in the principles of
Christianity by means of the Bible” (Essays, Literary,

Moral and Philosophical, 1798, p. 112). “The Bible
contains more knowledge necessary to man in his present
state than any other book in the world” (Essays, 1798, p.
93).

ROBERT TREAT PAINE (1731-1814), signer of the
Declaration of Independence, Attorney General of
Massachusetts. “I believe the Bible to be the written word
of God and to contain in it the whole rule of faith and
manners” (The Papers of Robert Treat Paine, Vol. I, p.
49).

DANIEL WEBSTER (1782-1852), U.S. Secretary of
State (cousin of Noah Webster): “... to the free and
universal reading of the Bible ... men [are] much indebted
for right views of civil liberty” (Address delivered at
Bunker Hill, June 17, 1843).

NOAH WEBSTER (1758-1843), judge, legislator,
educator, author of the American Dictionary of the
English Language. “The moral principles and precepts
found in the Scriptures ought to form the basis of all our
civil constitutions and laws. ... All the ... evils which men
suffer from vice, crime, ambition, injustice, oppression,
slavery and war, proceed from their despising or
neglecting the precepts contained in the Bible” (Webster,
History of the United States, 1832, “Advice to the Young,
p. 339). “... our citizens should early understand that the
genuine source of correct republican principles is the
Bible, particularly the New Testament, or the Christian
religion” (History of the United States, 1832, p. 6). “The
Bible is the chief moral cause of all that is good and the
best corrector of all that is evil in human society--the best
book for regulating the temporal concerns of men” (The
Holy Bible ... with Amendments of the Language, 1833,
p. v).

ROGER SHERMAN (1721-1793), signer of the
Declaration of Independence, framer of the Bill of Rights.
“The volume which he consulted more than any other
was the Bible. It was his custom, at the commencement
of every session of Congress, to purchase a copy of the
Scriptures, to peruse it daily, and to present it to one of
his children on his return” (The Globe, Washington D.C.,
Aug. 15, 1837).

JAMES MCHENRY (1753-1816), signer of the U.S.
Constitution, founder and president of the Baltimore
Bible Society. “All Christians allow that the Old and New
Testaments taken together, are the only books in the
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world which clearly reveal the nature of God, contain a
perfect law for our government, propose the most
powerful persuasions to obey this law, and furnish the
best motives for patience and resignation, under every
circumstance and vicissitude of life. Even those writers
who deny their divinity, have yet acknowledged that the
matters contained in them are, at least, calculated to make
mankind wiser and better. These surprising and salutary
effects the scriptures have unequivocally produced, and
whenever they are read and attended to, will continue to
produce. Facts so fully ascertained and so clearly
demonstrating the great importance of circulating the
sacred writings have (within these few years past) called
the attention of men more particularly to this subject, and
given rise to the establishment of Societies whose object
is to encourage their circulation. ... public utility pleads
most forcibly for the general distribution of the Holy
Scriptures. Without the Bible, in vain do we increase

penal laws and draw entrenchments around our
institutions. ... Bibles are strong protections. Where they
abound, men cannot pursue wicked courses and at the
same time enjoy quiet conscience” (One Hundred and
Ten Years of Bible Society Work in Maryland, 1921, pp.
13, 14).

FISHER AMES (1758-1808), judge, representative to
the Federal Congress, author of the First Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution. “We are spending less time in the
classroom on the Bible, which should be the principal
text in our schools” (Palladium magazine, Sept. 20, 1789).

It must be understood that these were very educated men
who were familiar with the best literature of world
history, including that of the Greeks, the Romans, the
English, the French, and the Germans.

“Wherefore putting away lying, speak every man truth
with his neighbour: for we are members one of another”
(Ephesians 4:25).

“In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he
honoureth them that fear the LORD. He that sweareth to
his own hurt, and changeth not” (Psalm 15:4).

“These are the things that ye shall do; Speak ye every man
the truth to his neighbour...” (Zechariah 8:16).

Four times in Scripture God is revealed as “the God of
truth” (Deut. 32:4). He always keeps His Word. He is
utterly dependable. And God’s people are to follow His
example.

The believer must be very careful when he or she agrees
to something, because he is responsible before God and
man to keep his word. It is not a light matter to give one’s
word about something.

The principle of honesty has often helped me in decision
making. If I agree to visit a church for a Bible conference,
for example, and later have doubts about the matter, I have
learned that it is best to stay with the original decision. It
is a matter of honesty and dependability. I gave my word
in the matter, and I should keep it. To change that decision
later is confusion.

I have had dealings with many undependable people who
change their minds after giving their pledge about some
matter. This is confusion. It is not a godly characteristic.
The true man of God is a man of his word. He “swears to
his own injury” (Psa. 15:4).

______________________________

George Washington, America’s foremost founding father
and first president, was a great leader because he was “a
man of virtue.” His honesty was renowned. He was a man
of his word. He was dependable. He paid his debts. He
would do everything in his power to keep his promises. He
said, “I hold the maxim no less applicable to public than
to private affairs, that honesty is always the best policy.”

The exception to not keeping your promise is if you
discover that the promise would cause you to disobey
God’s Word and to fall into sin and error. We see this
principle in Proverbs 6:1-5. The context is becoming surety
for a debt. This is not wise and can result in harm to one’s
finances and reputation, and in such a case, God’s Word
counsels the individual to do everything he can to get out
of the agreement.

For example, if I agree to marry someone and then realize
that it this clearly not God’s will, because the individual
is not saved or not likeminded doctrinally or for some other
clear reason, I should break that engagement contract.
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Unbelievers have long used Israel’s destruction of pagan
nations in Canaan as evidence that the God of the Old
Testament is unjust and cruel.

“When the LORD thy God shall bring thee into the land
whither thou goest to possess it, and hath cast out
many nations before thee, the Hittites, and the Gir-
gashites, and the Amorites, and the Canaanites, and
the Perizzites, and the Hivites, and the Jebusites,
seven nations greater and mightier than thou; And
when the LORD thy God shall deliver them before
thee; thou shalt smite them, and utterly destroy them;
thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor shew
mercy unto them: Neither shalt thou make marriages
with them; thy daughter thou shalt not give unto his
son, nor his daughter shalt thou take unto thy son. For
they will turn away thy son from following me, that they
may serve other gods: so will the anger of the LORD
be kindled against you, and destroy thee suddenly.
But thus shall ye deal with them; ye shall destroy their
altars, and break down their images, and cut down
their groves, and burn their graven images with fire”
(Deuteronomy 7:1-5).

The following facts must be taken into consideration:

First, God waited 400 years before judging these
nations, which reminds us that He is very
longsuffering.

“And he said unto Abram, Know of a surety that thy
seed shall be a stranger in a land that is not theirs, and
shall serve them; and they shall afflict them four hun-
dred years; And also that nation, whom they shall
serve, will I judge: and afterward shall they come out
with great substance. And thou shalt go to thy fathers
in peace; thou shalt be buried in a good old age. But
in the fourth generation they shall come hither again:
for the iniquity of the Amorites is not yet full” (Genesis
15:13-16).

These nations had the light of creation and conscience,
and they also had prophetic light. There were prophets
in the region such as Melchizedek and Abraham and Isaac
and Jacob and his sons. The Canaanite nations could have
repented like Nineveh did, and God would have forgiven
them (Jonah 3:5-10).

Second, the nations in question were devoted to every
sort of vile moral perversion, including homosexuality,
rape, incest, bestiality, and the burning of their
children.

“And the LORD spake unto Moses, saying, Speak unto
the children of Israel, and say unto them, I am the
LORD your God. After the doings of the land of Egypt,
wherein ye dwelt, shall ye not do: and after the doings
of the land of Canaan, whither I bring you, shall ye not
do: neither shall ye walk in their ordinances. (Leviticus
18:1-3) ... Also thou shalt not approach unto a woman
to uncover her nakedness, as long as she is put apart
for her uncleanness. Moreover thou shalt not lie carnal-
ly with thy neighbour's wife, to defile thyself with her.
And thou shalt not let any of thy seed pass through the
fire to Molech, neither shalt thou profane the name of
thy God: I am the LORD. Thou shalt not lie with man-
kind, as with womankind: it is abomination. Neither
shalt thou lie with any beast to defile thyself therewith:
neither shall any woman stand before a beast to lie
down thereto: it is confusion. Defile not ye yourselves
in any of these things: for in all these the nations are
defiled which I cast out before you: AND THE LAND IS
DEFILED: THEREFORE I DO VISIT THE INIQUITY
THEREOF UPON IT, AND THE LAND ITSELF VOM-
ITETH OUT HER INHABITANTS” (Leviticus 18:1-3,
19-25).

“When the LORD thy God shall cut off the nations from
before thee, whither thou goest to possess them, and
thou succeedest them, and dwellest in their land; Take
heed to thyself that thou be not snared by following
them, after that they be destroyed from before thee;
and that thou inquire not after their gods, saying, How
did these nations serve their gods? even so will I do
likewise. Thou shalt not do so unto the LORD thy God:
for every abomination to the LORD, which he hateth,
have they done unto their gods; for even their sons and
their daughters they have burnt in the fire to their gods”
(Deuteronomy 12:29-31).

These nations were destroyed for their gross moral
wickedness.

“For all that do these things are an abomination unto
the LORD: and because of these abominations the
LORD thy God doth drive them out from before thee.
(Deuteronomy 18:12).
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“Defile not ye yourselves in any of these things: for in
all these the nations are defiled which I cast out before
you: And the land is defiled: therefore I do visit the
iniquity thereof upon it, and the land itself vomiteth out
her inhabitants” (Leviticus 18:24-25).

Consider the condition of Sodom and Gomorrah
hundreds of years before God ordered the destruction of
these nations. The men of Sodom surrounded Lot’s house
and tried to force themselves on the visiting angels (Gen.
19:4-9).

These pagan nations were proud and bold in their sin (Isa.
3:9).

It is not morally wrong for a holy, lawgiving God to
punish those who willfully, flagrantly, and unrepentantly
break His laws.

Those who charge God with injustice and cruelty for
punishing wicked nations are hypocritical, because they
themselves believe in law and order and support the
punishment of those who commit crimes such as rape,
theft, child molestation, and murder, particularly when
those crimes are committed against them and their loved
ones.

Men are quick to call for justice when they are offended,
but they criticize God for exercising justice against
sinners.

Three, God’s judgments are warnings to others.

The destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah and other
Canaanite cities are warnings to those who will listen,
even to these end times. This is emphasized in Scripture:

“And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into
ashes condemned them with an overthrow, making
them an ensample unto those that after should live
ungodly” (2 Peter 2:6).

“Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about
them in like manner, giving themselves over to fornica-
tion, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for an
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire”
(Jude 1:7).

Even in judgment, God is merciful. What He loves above
all is mercy and what He is above all is a Saviour, but
men must repent and turn to Him. That is His
requirement, and the Creator has every right to set the
rules!

Four, the Lord was merciful to those like Rahab who
repented of their idolatry and put their faith in
Jehovah God (Joshua 2).

The whole tenor of Scripture teaches that God delights
in mercy more than in punishment. He “is longsuffering
to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, but that
all should come to repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). He “will
have all men to be saved and to come unto the knowledge
of the truth” (1 Timothy 2:4).

Five, God is omniscient.

He knows all things. He knows the beginning from the
end. He knows what people will do and the choices they
make even before they are born and while they are still
infants. It seems cruel and unreasonable for God to have
children killed with their parents, but God knew what
these children would do when they grew up, as He knew
in the days of Noah.

Six, it was necessary for those wicked pagan nations
to be overthrown so that Israel could be established
in that land as a light to the world.

Had they been left alone, Israel would have been
corrupted morally and religiously within a very short time
(Deut. 7:2-6). The destruction of those nations was
actually an act of great compassion on God’s part. The
pagan nations that were destroyed deserved what they
got by persisting in their sin, and by exercising His
righteous judgment on them God was providing blessing
for the whole world. Through Israel, God gave the world
His divine revelation in the Bible, and through Israel He
brought the Saviour into the world to die for man’s sin.
“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should
not perish, but have everlasting life” (John 3:16).

Those who charge God with injustice and cruelty ignore
the fact that God Himself paid the price demanded of His
own holy law so that men can be saved. The heart of God
was revealed in the amazing words that Jesus spoke from
the cross in regard to the people who had so terribly,
unjustly abused him: “Father, forgive them, for they
know not what they do.” The God revealed in the Bible
is the most compassionate Person in the universe. In fact,
He is the source of all true love and compassion, but He
is also a thrice holy, lawgiving God, and He cannot be
judged by man’s puny, inconsistent standards.
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D I G G I N G I N T H E W A L L S

God commanded the prophet Ezekiel to dig in the
walls of Israel's temple and observe the evils
being done in secret by apostate religious leaders
of that day. "Then said he unto me, Son of man,
dig now in the wall ... And he said unto me, Go
in, and behold the wicked abominations that they
do here. So I went in and saw. ..." (Ezek. 8:7-10).

Ezekiel was then instructed to preach against the
errors of the leaders and to tell the people the
things he had witnessed.

"Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O
son of man. ... Then I spake unto them of the
captivity all the things that the Lord had shewed
me" (Ezek. 11:4,25).

The hour in which we live is very similar to that
of Ezekiel's day. Many of those who profess to be
the people of God are apostate. It was prophesied
in the New Testament Scriptures that such
would be the case in the closing hours of our age.
This will culminate in the brief worldwide rule of
an utterly apostate Harlot "church" (2 Tim. 3-4;
1 Tim. 4; 2 Pet. 2-3; Jude; Rev. 17).

As in Ezekiel's day much of the apostasy of our
hour is hidden from the view of the average
Christian. We intend by God's grace to "dig in
the walls" of modern ecumenism and to expose
and cry out against the things we find. In this
section we also report on secular events which
are relevant to Christians. May God give us ears
to hear, minds to understand, and hearts to obey.
Is the truth of God not worthy of defense?

TARGET SHOWS LACK OF
CONCERN FOR ITS FEMALE
CUSTOMERS BY OPENING
DOOR FOR A PERVERT TO USE
WHATEVER RESTROOM HE
PLEASES (Friday Church News
Notes, April 29, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Target department stores has
announced a weird new policy
allowing men who “identify” as
women to use the women’s
restrooms, no questions asked. The
company said, “Inclusivity is a core
belief at Target. It’s something we
celebrate. ... We welcome
transgender team members and
guests to use the restroom or fitting
room facility that corresponds with
their gender identity.” There is no
need for a gender change operation
or even as much as a statement from
a psychologist. It is enough that a
man claim that he feels like a woman,
or vice versa, and it is more than
insanity; it is vile and perverted.
Target supposedly has great
compassion on “transgenders” but
obviously has zero compassion on
mothers, daughters, and
granddaughters who might be
exposed to the preying eyes of
perverts, or even worse. Not even
Sodom was this foolish. “And he
answered and said unto them, Have
ye not read, that he which made them
at the beginning made them male and
female” (Matthew 19:4).

ATHEIST PASTOR IN CANADA
(Friday Church News Notes, April 29,
2016, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is excerpted from
“Atheist Pastor Sparks Debate,”
MSN.com, Apr. 24, 2016: “There is
not one mention of God during the
70-minute service at Toronto’s West
Hill United church. Bibles are
nowhere to be seen. The large, steel
cross--one of the few remaining
religious symbols in this church--is
hidden behind a cascade of rainbow
streamers. But that is perhaps to be
expected in a church led by an
avowed atheist. ‘I do not believe in a
theistic, supernatural being called
God,’ says Gretta Vosper, the United
Church of Canada minister who has
led West Hill since 1997. ‘I don’t
believe in what I think 99.99% of the
world thinks you mean when you use
that word.’ To her, God is instead a
metaphor for goodness and a life lived
with compassion and justice.
Vosper’s outspoken commitment to a
seemingly clashing set of beliefs has
prompted turmoil in the open-minded
United Church of Canada. A
progressive Christian denomination
that began ordaining women in
Canada 80 years ago and for decades
has allowed openly gay men and
women to lead ministries, the church
has been left questioning its
boundaries. ... Vosper was ordained
in 1993, during which she was asked
if she believed in God, Father, Son
and Holy Spirit. She said yes,
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speaking metaphorically. Some eight
years later, vexed by the archaic
language, imagery and stories of the
Bible, she delivered an off-the-cuff
sermon in which she deconstructed
the idea of God. ... Many in the clergy
privately share her view on God, she
says, turning her into a sort of
standard-bearer for a conversation
that is already happening in the wider
world.”

FLASH OF LIGHT MARKS
MOMENT LIFE BEGINS (Friday
Church News Notes, April 29, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)

- The following is excerpted from
“Bright Flash of Light,” London
Telegraph, Apr. 26, 2016: “Human
life begins in bright flash of light as a
sperm meets an egg, scientists have
shown for the first time, after
capturing the astonishing ‘fireworks’
on film. An explosion of tiny sparks
erupts from the egg at the exact
moment of conception. Scientists had
seen the phenomenon occur in other
animals but it is the first time is has
been also shown to happen in humans.
Not only is it an incredible spectacle,
highlighting the very moment that a
new life begins, the size of the flash
can be used to determine the quality
of the fertilised egg. Researchers from
Northwestern University, in Chicago,
noticed that some of the eggs burn
brighter than others, showing that they
are more likely to produce a healthy
baby.” “Thine eyes did see my
substance, yet being unperfect; and in
thy book all my members were

written, which in continuance were
fashioned, when as yet there was
none of them” (Psalm 139:16).

NEIL ARMSTRONG WAS
THRILLED TO WALK WHERE
JESUS WALKED (Friday Church
News Notes, April 29, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Neil Armstrong, the first man to
walk on the moon, died in 2012 at age
82. An astronaut, aerospace engineer,
Navy fighter pilot (who flew 78
combat missions over North Korea),
and university professor, Armstrong
was famous as a man of few words,
yet he uttered some of history’s most
memorable ones. When he first
stepped on the moon, he exclaimed,
“This is one small step for [a] man,
one giant leap for mankind.” He said
something else that was very
memorable, and I was reminded of it
on a recent trip to Israel. Not long
after the Apollo 11 moon landing of
1969, Armstrong visited Jerusalem
and was being guided by
archaeologist Meir Ben-Dov, one of
the excavators of the southern
Temple Mount. Armstrong asked him
to point out a place where Jesus
would have walked, and Ben-Dov
took him to the Huldah Gates and
showed him the recently excavated
southern steps. Armstrong asked if

these were the original steps, and
Ben-Dov replied, “Yes.” Armstrong
said, “So Jesus stepped right here?”
and Ben-Dov again confirmed it. To
this, Armstrong said, “I have to tell
you. I am more excited stepping on
these stones than I was stepping on
the moon.” This account is part of
Israel’s official two-year training
program for guides, and it also
appears in From Beirut to Jerusalem
by Thomas Friedman.

BEN FRANKLIN ON INDUSTRY
AND DEBT (Friday Church News
Notes, April 29, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)

- The following is from Benjamin
Franklin’s The Way of Wealth, 1758,
collated from Poor Richard’s
Almanac: “God gives all things to
industry. Then plough deep, while
sluggards sleep, and you shall have
corn to sell and to keep, says Poor
Dick. Work while it is called today,
for you know not how much you may
be hindered tomorrow, which makes
Poor Richard say, one today is worth
two tomorrows; and farther, have you
somewhat to do tomorrow, do it
today. … When you run in debt; you
give to another power over your
liberty. … If you cannot pay at the
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time, you will be ashamed to see your
creditor; you will be in fear when you
speak to him, you will make poor
pitiful sneaking excuses, and by
degrees come to lose your veracity,
and sink into base downright lying;
for, as Poor Richard says, the second
vice is lying, the first is running in
debt.” Proverbs 6:9-11 -- “How long
wilt thou sleep, O sluggard? when
wilt thou arise out of thy sleep? Yet a
little sleep, a little slumber, a little
folding of the hands to sleep: So shall
thy poverty come as one that
travelleth, and thy want as an armed
man.” Proverbs 22:7 -- “The rich
ruleth over the poor, and the borrower
is servant to the lender.”

THE GOSPEL IS THE SEED OF
SALVATION (Friday Church News
Notes, April 29, 2016,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- There is no salvation apart from the
hearing of the gospel, which is why
Jesus commanded that the gospel be
preached to every soul (Mk. 16:15).
The Parable of the Sower teaches us
that the seed of the gospel must be
planted before the work of salvation
can be accomplished in a sinner’s life
(Lk. 8:11). The gospel, which is the
power of God unto salvation (Rom.
1:16), is the instrument the Spirit
uses to awaken the sleeping sinner so
he can believe. We see this on the day
of Pentecost. It was after Peter
preached the gospel that the Spirit of
God pricked the hearts of the people

with conviction and they repented
and believed (Acts 2:36-37). We see
this in John 16:7-8. The Spirit’s
work of conviction is tied in with His
work in the believer. Verse 7 says
the Spirit will come to the believers,
and verse 8 says the Spirit will con-
vict the world. This process happens
as the believer preaches the gospel.
The Spirit’s reproof is in conjunction
with the believer’s preaching. He
indwells believers, and He reproves
the world through the gospel they
preach. The convicting knowledge
of sin, righteousness, and judgment
comes only by the gospel, not by
natural light. Natural light (the light
of creation and conscience) provides
enough light to condemn man and to
cause him to seek God (Romans
1:20; 2:14-15), but it does not pro-
vide enough light for salvation. Only
when the gospel comes is there con-
viction of sin and faith in Christ. We
see the same thing in Acts 1:8. We
see it, too, in 2 Corinthians 5:18-21.
Christ speaks salvation through His
ambassadors. The country of Nepal
illustrates this. Nepal sat in spiritual
darkness for two millennia after
Christ. There were no believers, be-
cause the country was shut up
against gospel preaching. The rulers
protected Hinduism as the official
religion, because it provided them
with their position of wealth and
power at the top of the Hindu caste
system. With no gospel preaching,
there was no salvation. The only
Nepalis who came to Christ in this
period were those who went to India
and heard the gospel. In the 1950s,
King Tribhuvan opened the doors to
foreign aid and influence and with
that open door the gospel entered,
and it was only since then that the
saving power of Christ came to Ne-
pal. Note Jesus’ amazing statement
in John 20:21-23. The context is
evangelism. This is a companion

passage to Matthew 28:18-20; Mark
16:5; Luke 24:44-48; and Acts 1. The
context is Christ’s teaching to the
believers between His resurrection
and ascension, and He emphasized
the worldwide preaching of the gos-
pel. The remission of sins spoken of
in John 20:23 is through the recep-
tion of the gospel. If the believers do
not preach the gospel there is no re-
mission of sins.

GLOVES TRANSLATE SIGN
LANGUAGE INTO SPOKEN
ENGLISH (Friday Church News
Notes, May 6, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is excerpted from
“Nifty Gloves,”
DiscoverMagazine.com, Apr. 20,
2016: “Two sophomores at the
University of Washington have been
recognized for an invention that could
break down communication barriers
for the deaf. Their invention,
the SignAloud, is a pair of sensor-
filled gloves that interpret the hand
movements American Sign Language
users use to communicate, and
converts them into speech or text that
the rest of us can understand. The two
students, Navid Azodi and Thomas
Pryor, designed the gloves inside the
CoMotion MakerSpace, a
collaborative workshop on campus.
They recently received the Lemelson-
MIT Student Prize for their work,
which is a yearly award given to
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SMELLING UNDERWATER (Friday Church News
Notes, April 29, 2016, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The following
is from CreationMoments.com, April 15, 2016: “Can
mammals that spend time in the water smell odors
under water? Of course they can, but no researcher is
going to take a big sniff under water to find out! Being
able to smell helps us to learn important information
about our surroundings – smells can attract or warn of
danger. But it has always been thought that semi-
aquatic animals could never smell odors under water.
Animal researchers at Vanderbilt University were
aware that water shrews and star-nosed moles release
bubbles constantly when they are under water, but they
didn't know why. The star-nosed mole is amazing by
itself. Its nose has 16 pink tentacles, giving this
strange-looking creature its name. So they watched the
animals under water on high-speed video. They saw
the creatures exhaling and then re-inhaling the bubbles
at the rate of ten times a second. That led them to
wonder whether the animals could be detecting odors
under water. As a test, they placed food in the tank but

separated it from the test subjects with a screen so there
was no physical contact. As the animals were tested,
they excitedly targeted in on the food source,
demonstrating that they were indeed detecting the odor
of wanted food. Since these creatures make their living
under water, God has given them the amazing and
surprising ability to smell under water.”

undergraduates for innovative
inventions. They won in the ‘Use It’
category, and received a $10,000
grant along with the prize. Their
gloves rely on a combination
of sensors that interpret hand
movements and position to send
detailed information to a computer via
Bluetooth, where a statistical
regression chooses the most likely
word or phrase from a database of
ASL signs. The computer then
outputs the speech as spoken words
or text. ‘Our gloves are lightweight,
compact and worn on the hands, but
ergonomic enough to use as an
everyday accessory, similar to hearing
aids or contact lenses,’ Pryor said in
a press release.”

A MOTHER’S HANDS (Friday
Church News Notes, May 6, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is excerpted from

Elizabeth Lane’s book Our Uncle
Charlie, and we thank Pastor Buddy
Smith for passing this along: “What
wonderful hands Mother had. They
told the story of her nature, the story
of her whole life. Mother (was) one
of those do-it-yourself persons. There
was nothing, absolutely nothing, she
couldn’t or wouldn’t turn her hand
to. What a homemaker! Her hands
were very large hands, beautifully
formed, with full, wide nails; the sort
of hands that never went red, never
went brown. They were protected by
an underlying layer of flesh that held

a soft creaminess, smooth to the
touch, but were as firm as a water-
washed stone is firm. And yet her
hands, the thumb and every finger, the
backs and the palms, were criss-
crossed with deep, countless little
creases and furrows; every little
crease and line being a little bit of the
ground-plan of our struggling farm.
One of her hands had a black spot
deeply embedded in the flesh of one
finger where a piece of burnt wood
once pierced her hand. The wood
came out all right, but the spot of
charcoal stayed where the skin closed
over it. On one thumb was a white
scar that stood up like a knitted ridge;
this was the mark made during an
encounter with a fierce, nesting goose,
old White-eye or Greyback. It made
no difference, cooking, cleaning,
washing, ironing, scrubbing,
mending, sewing--in our earlier years
all by hand, and later by machine--
heeling and half-soling our boots,
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making jams, pickles and sauces,
salting meat, making bread, and
making butter were all part of a day’s
work to Mother. She took them in her
singing stride.  What wonderful
hands Mother had!”

DR. GARLOCK’S WARNING
AGAINST CCM THEN AND
NOW (Friday Church News Notes,
May 6, 2016, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Many independent Baptist churches
that still have any sort of conviction
against CCM are “adapting” it by
using the words while toning down
the rhythm. They are trying to take
the rock out of Christian rock. They
think they can tame the beast and turn
charismatic praise music into
fundamentalist praise music. This
results in the gradual acceptance of
and increasing use of CCM, the
gradual allowance for sensual
rhythms, a continual pushing of the
boundaries. Many discerning men
have issued warnings about this
slippery slope, including Dr. Frank
Garlock, as follows: “IF A CHURCH
STARTS USING CCM IT WILL
EVENTUALLY LOSE ALL
OTHER STANDARDS” (Garlock,
Bob Jones University chapel, March
12, 2001). Notice that fourteen years
ago, Dr. Garlock was dogmatic on

this issue, saying that if a church
starts using CCM it WILL eventually
lose all other standards. He didn’t say
that there is a way to “adapt” CCM
to avoid this slide. Sadly, he has since
changed his position to allow for the
adaptation of contemporary worship
music by one-world church builders
such as Stuart Townend and Keith
Getty. He stated this new position in
the “Postlude” to Why I Don’t Listen
to Contemporary Christian Music by
his daughter, Shelly Hamilton. (This
confusing book is supposedly against
CCM while recommending CCM.)
Dr. Garlock recommends some of the
“conservative” and “biblically rich”
music of Getty/Townend, failing to
take into account the fact that these
men represent the “one-world
church” (with their ecumenical
philosophy and close, non-
judgmental relationships with Roman
Catholics) and that to use their music
is to build a bridge to the extremely
dangerous world they and their
friends represent.
“Fundamentalists” who build these
bridges will bring the corruption
of that world into their churches.
It has been happening for two
decades, and the pace of change is
increasing before our very eyes.
The corruption can be seen in the
next generation at churches such
as Lancaster and schools such as
West Coast, Crown, Bob Jones,
and Pensacola. In the Internet age,
it is impossible to use materials by
contemporary musicians without
building bridges that our church
members will inevitably cross,
particularly young people. They are
going to Google “Getty/Townend,”
etc., and many will be influenced by
them, and some will be influenced
deeply. While Getty/Townend do
write some “conservative
contemporary hymns,” they are out-
and-out rock and rollers and

ecumenists in their lives and
ministries. While I have never
known of a Baptist church
becoming Lutheran by singing
Luther’s hymns, I have known of
dozens of churches that have
become contemporary by messing
around with contemporary music,
EVEN THOUGH THIS PATH
INVARIABLY STARTS IN A
“SMALL” AND “CAUTIOUS”
MANNER.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN
INTERPRETATION AND
APPLICATION (Friday Church
News Notes, May 6, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)

- Bible students and preachers must
be exceedingly careful to handle
God’s Word properly. There are
errors and pitfalls on every side of a
proper interpretation, and every
teacher should understand the
difference between interpretation and
application. Interpretation refers to
the basic meaning of a Bible passage
gleaned according to the sound rules
of interpretation, chiefly context and
comparing Scripture with Scripture.
Application refers to applying a
passage to daily living. It has been
said that there is “one interpretation
and many applications.” That is true
except for those cases in which the
meaning of a passage is ambiguous
enough to allow for more than one
interpretation. One of the errors
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commonly committed is to focus on
an application of a passage without
having first understood and
emphasized the basic interpretation
or meaning. Only after the basic
interpretation of a passage is clear
and only after it is explained can an
application be drawn from it. For
example, I once heard a message on
Song of Solomon 1:1-2. Instead of
beginning by explaining that the
interpretation of this Song is about
the love of a man and a woman,
which is very clear from the literal
meaning of the words, the preacher
immediately applied the Song of
Solomon to love between God and
the believer. At best, that is an
application. To support his teaching
that the believer should “kiss” Christ,
the preacher used Psalm 2:12. But
again, he pulled this from its context
and made the application into the
interpretation. Psalm 2:14 refers to
submission to Christ as Lord and
coming King. That is the
interpretation according to the clear
context. Only very secondarily is
there an application to the believer’s
intimate relationship with Christ.

LONDON ELECTS MUSLIM
MAYOR (Friday Church News
Notes, May 13, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- For the first time in history, a
Muslim has been elected mayor of
London. Sadiq Kahn, son of a
Pakistani immigrant taxi driver, was

elected by a wide margin and sworn
in at an interfaith ceremony at the
Anglican Southwark Cathedral.
Instead of plainly condemning
Islamic terrorism in his acceptance
speech, Kahn took a swipe at Donald
Trump for his reasonable stand
against unvetted Muslim
immigration, implying that this is
evidence of Islamophobia. Kahn
says, “I’ll work with London
universities to ensure that anti-
Semitic or Islamophobic preachers of
hate are not welcome” (“I know how
discrimination feels,” Times of Israel,
Apr. 26, 2016). But there is no such
thing as Islamophobia. It was
invented by Muslim propagandists to
harass and ultimately shut the mouths
of their opponents. A phobia is an
unreasonable fear, but fear of Islam
is not unreasonable, as its own history
and most authoritative teachings
prove. His talk of promoting
interfaith harmony aside, by targeting
“Islamophobia” as one of his chief
priorities, Kahn demonstrates that he
doesn’t want the British people to
examine the truth about Islam. In
contrast, former British Prime
Minister Winston Churchill wrote the
following in the 1899 two-volume
edition of The River War: An
Historical Account of the Reconquest
of the Soudan: “How dreadful are the
curses which Mohammedanism lays
on its votaries [followers]! Besides
the fanatical frenzy, which is as
dangerous in a man as hydrophobia
in a dog, there is this fearful fatalistic
apathy. The effects are apparent in
many countries. Improvident habits,
slovenly systems of agriculture,
sluggish methods of commerce, and
insecurity of property exist wherever
the followers of the Prophet rule or
live. A degraded sensualism deprives
this life of its grace and refinement;
the next of its dignity and sanctity.
The fact that in Mohammedan law

every woman must belong to some
man as his absolute property, either as
a child, a wife, or a concubine, must
delay the final extinction of slavery
until the faith of Islam has ceased to
be a great power among men.
Individual Moslems may show
splendid qualities ... but the influence
of the religion paralyses the social
development of those who follow it.
No stronger retrograde force exists in
the world. Far from being moribund,
Mohammedanism is a militant and
proselytizing faith” (The River War,
vol. 2, pp. 248-250).

PARENTS STRUGGLING WITH
TEENS’ PHONE ADDICTION
(Friday Church News Notes, May 13,
2016, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)

- The following is excerpted from
Reuters, May 3, 2016: “Half of teen-
agers in the United States feel addict-
ed to their mobile phones, with most
checking the devices at least every
hour and feeling pressured to re-
spond immediately to messages, a
survey released on Tuesday found.
The majority of parents concurred,
with 59 percent of those with chil-
dren between ages 12 and 18 saying
their kids cannot give up their
phones, according to a poll of 1,240
parents and children by Common
Sense Media. ... About a third of
those polled said they argue every
day about screen use, the San Fran-
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cisco-based group said. ‘It is causing
daily conflict in homes,’ Common
Sense Media's founder and CEO
James Steyer said in a statement. ...
U.S. children between ages 8 and 12
report spending nearly six hours a
day using media, while those ages 13
to 18 spend almost nine hours per
day using media, according to the
group.” The book The Mobile Phone
and the Christian Home and Church,
a new youth discipleship course,
gives many tips for parents in pro-
tecting their families from moral
dangers in the smartphone age. It is
available in print and free eBook
editions from www.wayoflife.org.

THE SIN OF DIVIDING THE
LAND OF ISRAEL (Friday Church
News Notes, May 13, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- God gave the land of Israel to
Abraham and to his seed, Isaac (Gen.
12:7; 13:14-17; 15:18-21; 17:7-8;
26:1-5), and then to Jacob who was
renamed Israel (Gen. 28:12-15; 48:4).
The land was given to Isaac, the
father of Israel, not to Ishmael, the
father of the Arabs. The United
Nations thinks it can give the land to
whomever it pleases, but this is a
delusion by men who are in rebellion
to God’s Word. Even a large number
of the Jews themselves are willing to
trade their God-given land for
“peace,” such as when Moshe Dayan
returned the Temple Mount to the
control of the Jordanians in 1967 and

Prime Minister Ariel Sharon gave
Gaza to the Palestinians in 2005. The
prophetic Scripture warns the nations
that God will judge them for parting
the land. “For, behold, in those days,
and in that time, when I shall bring
again the captivity of Judah and
Jerusalem, I will also gather all
nations, and will bring them down
into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and
will plead with them there for my
people and for my heritage Israel,
whom they have scattered among the
nations, AND PARTED MY LAND”
(Joel 3:1-2). Note that God says that
this land is “my land.” It has never
been given to the oversight of the
United Nations or to American
presidents or to the European Union.
It belongs to God, and He gave it to
Israel as an everlasting possession
(Gen. 17:8; 48:4).

OLD TESTAMENT TEMPLE
MUSIC: LESSONS FOR TODAY
(Friday Church News Notes, May 13,
2016, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- David organized the music worship
program for the temple (1 Ch. 15:16-
28; 16:4-6; 23:1-5; 25:1-31), and he
did this by divine revelation (2 Ch.
29:25). It is obvious that God loves
sacred worship music, and not just in
Old Testament times. These things
are an example for the churches
(Rom. 15:4). Notice some lessons
from these passages. First, the
instruments were harps, psalteries,
cymbals (1 Ch. 16:16; 25:1) and
horns or trumpets (1 Ch. 15:24).
These four instruments are also
mentioned in 1 Ch. 15:28 and 2 Ch.
29:25-26. These are not the type of
instruments used to create raucous
music with a dance rhythm. Notice
that there were no drums. Second,
the singers and musicians were
skillful (“to excel,” 1 Ch. 15:21;
“skilful,” 1 Ch. 15:22; “cunning,” 1

Ch. 25:7). Third, they were trained
(1 Ch. 25:7). Fourth, they were well
organized; they submitted to God’s
order and to the authority God had
put over them; they were assigned
their places (1 Ch. 25:2, 6, 8).
Compare 1 Co. 12:7; 14:40; Rom.
12:3-8; Heb. 13:17. Fifth, they sang
and played with enthusiasm and
joy (1 Ch. 15:16). God’s people
should follow this example in the
churches, and the music leaders
should teach and encourage it. I
believe that congregational singing is
a reflection of a church’s spiritual
character. Many of the Lord’s people
do not sing or sing so softly that no
one can hear them, but the song
service is not about me and whether
or not I feel like singing or like to
sing, and it’s not a time to be
entertained. It is about singing to God
and edifying one another, and it
should be done with exuberance.
Sixth, they musicians prophesied
(1 Ch. 25:1, 2, 3). Compare 1
Corinthians 14:24 which says that all
the saints should prophesy. This
means that every believer participates
in and responds to every part of the
service from the heart: to the
preaching and teaching, the singing,
and the corporate prayer. (And in our
church, in some services we give
opportunities for all of the people to
testify and share Scriptures.) In light
of 1 Chronicles 15, the singing and
playing of instruments should be
done for prophesying, which is
defined in 1 Co. 14:3 as speaking
“unto men to edification, and
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exhortation, and comfort.” When
visitors see that the members are
enthusiastically involved in the
services, they understand that the
believers really do believe what they
say they believe and they are
convicted of the truth of the gospel
of Jesus Christ. Seventh, they sang
God’s Words (1 Ch. 25:5). Compare
Colossians 3:16. Worship cannot be
heretical or frivolous but must be
based solidly upon Scripture. Eighth,
they gave thanksgiving to God (1 Ch.
25:3). This is the first and foremost
purpose of the Christian life and
church. The churches need to make
sure that they sing songs and hymns
of worship and thanksgiving and not
only songs for the edification of the
saints.

LARRY THE CABLE GUY
CHRISTIANITY (Friday Church
News Notes, May 20, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- American Christianity is
breathtakingly shallow. Typically,
the words “I love Jesus” mean
absolutely nothing. This is most
evident in the entertainment industry,
but the members of even the
staunchest Bible-believing churches
are in love with the pop culture and
blink, even smile, at its filth and
blasphemy. Consider the comedian
Larry the Cable Guy (Daniel
Whitney). Many of his routines are
too filthy to quote. A friend who
wrote to me recently about this said,

“I would just point out that most of
Larry the Cable Guy’s ‘stand up’
comedy routine is nothing but filth.
He constantly uses profanity and
sexually explicit material and then
says ‘forgive me Lord’ to the
howling laughter of the audience. I
wanted to show a clip of his routine
but the content was just too bad.” Yet
foul-mouthed Larry was recently
interviewed by evangelical leader
David Jeremiah as a man who loves
the Bible. The interview occurred on
Jeremiah’s Stand Up Tour, which has
been packing out arenas throughout
America. The one in Lincoln,
Nebraska, in which Larry the Cable
Guy appeared, was attended by
10,000. Larry said that he has been
listening to Jeremiah for several
years and has been “impacted.” But
the comedian hasn’t been impacted
enough to quit spreading filth in
American society, which is a very
great sin before a holy God. And the
“preacher” doesn’t have enough
spiritual discernment and conviction
to rebuke Larry for his filth according
to the command of Ephesians 5:11
and many other passages. No wonder
Larry likes the man’s preaching. If
David Jeremiah’s preaching were
more like 2 Timothy 4:2 and less like
2 Timothy 4:3-4, the Larry’s of
American society wouldn’t like it.
Instead of reproving Larry (and all
others like him) for his filth and
border-line blasphemy, Jeremiah had
a merry old time. “Together, the two
men laughed and joked, and enjoyed
each others company. Whitney’s
wife even had her Bible signed by
Jeremiah”(“Larry the Cable Guy
Shares Love for the Bible,” Christian
Post, April 30, 2016). Isaiah 30:10
describes what America has said to
her preachers in my lifetime, and
what the vast majority of her
preachers have agreed to do. “Which
say to the seers, See not; and to the

prophets, Prophesy not unto us right
things, speak unto us smooth things,
prophesy deceits” (Isaiah 30:10).
Larry the Cable Guy Christianity and
David Jeremiah style preaching is the
root problem in America. Liberal
politics is only a symptom and
product.

ATHEIST GROUP RIDICULES
NOAH’S ARK PROJECT (Friday
Church News Notes, May 20, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)

- An atheist group is ridiculing the
Noah’s Ark project that is being
completed in Kentucky by Answers
in Genesis. The atheists want to post
a billboard depicting “the ark with
people drowning around it and the
words ‘Genocide and Incest Park:
Celebrating 2,000 Years of Myths.’”
Though the ad has been rejected by
billboard companies, the group is still
trying to find a way to display it,
perhaps outside of Kentucky. The
atheists in this case are not only
obnoxious to their fellow citizens and
Nazi-like in their war against
freedom of speech and freedom of
religion; they are ridiculous in the
extreme. Consider: They claim that
there is no God, yet they rail against
God and care deeply about things of
God. The very mention of God’s
name sends them into an outrageous
frenzy. But there is more. They claim
that life evolved, but they act as if it
had true meaning. They claim that
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truth and morality are relative, yet
they are incredibly dogmatic in their
beliefs and stances. No wonder the
Bible twice says, “The fool hath said
in his heart, There is no God. They
are corrupt, they have done
abominable works, there is none that
doeth good” (Psalm 14:1; 53:1). As
for the business about Noah’s Ark
allegedly being associated with
“genocide and incest,” the atheists are
half right. It was for things like
rampant incest (plus bestiality and
murder and burning babies to idols
and many other like things) that
Noah’s generation was destroyed by
a holy God who has every right to
judge man for his sin and rebellion.
God waited 120 years before he
judged them and they heard Noah’s
preaching all of that time and rejected
it. The “atheists” can continue to rail
at God while they have breath, but a
judgment greater than that of Noah’s
day is coming, and their ridiculous
railing won’t stop it. “But the day of
the Lord will come as a thief in the
night; in the which the heavens shall
pass away with a great noise, and the
elements shall melt with fervent heat,
the earth also and the works that are
therein shall be burned up” (2 Peter
3:10).

CONTEMPORARY PRAISE
MUSIC VS. OLD PROTESTANT
HYMNS (Friday Church News
Notes, May 20, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Bible-believing churches that are
messing around with contemporary
praise music by “adapting it” are
building bridges to an extremely
dangerous world. The adapters, who
are trying to take the rock out of
Christian rock, argue that since
Baptist churches sing Lutheran or
Methodist hymns from the past, it is
inconsistent to reject music written

by contemporary worshippers. This
is a ridiculous argument used by
people who are following their
feelings and lusts rather than living
strictly by God’s Word. I don’t know
of one Baptist church that became
Lutheran by singing Martin Luther’s
“A Mighty Fortress,” but I know of
many that have become
contemporary by messing around
with contemporary worship music.
Further, I don’t know of any
teenagers in Bible-believing Baptist
churches that became worldly rock &
rollers by listening to Fanny Crosby’s
hymns, but I know of many that have
become out-and-out rock & rollers
by messing around with Christian
rock. Whatever Luther was, he left
Rome and was not trying to yoke
together with the Harlot to build a
one-world church, but playing footsie
with Rome and building the one-
world church is exactly what
contemporary worship musicians are
doing. We have documented this
extensively and irrefutably in The
Directory of Contemporary Worship
Musicians, which is available in print
or as a free eBook from Way of Life
-- www.wayoflife.org. See also the
free eVideo The Foreign Spirit of
Contemporary Praise Music.

WEAK LEADERSHIP IS
HARMFUL (Friday Church News
Notes, May 20, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Leadership is difficult, especially

when it involves reproof, warning,
and discipline, as it often does. Who
would not rather be popular than
unpopular? But this can get in the
way of helping those we should be
leading. It is a snare into which any
leader can fall, from a father and
mother to a policeman and judge to
a pastor. Recently I read about a
grizzly bear attack in a national park
in America. The two people who
were killed worked at the park, and
they had been instructed and warned
about how to conduct themselves
around bears, but the leaders (in this
case, park rangers and concession
managers) didn’t always enforce the
rules. It was said of one of these that
he “was highly popular with his
employees; his manner tended to be
light and jocular.” And though he
“laid down the law” about bear
safety, he didn’t follow through with
enforcement. Law without
enforcement equals lawlessness
When informed that his female
employees were ignoring his “law”
and walking on trails at night near the
bears to romantic interludes with
boyfriends, he “threw up his hands”
and said “there was a limit to how
much advice one could hand out
without becoming a bore, and he felt
he had reached the limit.” His motive
was to be popular. He didn’t want to
be a “bore.” In this particular case,
the girls in question were not harmed
by bears, but they could have been,
as two others were killed in the same
area. We all want to be “liked,” but
true love exercises godly reproof and
discipline. The Bible says, “He that
spareth his rod hateth his son: but he
that loveth him chasteneth him
betimes” (Proverbs 13:24). The wise
parent who loves his child will
correct and chasten him even though
it is difficult, because the parent cares
more about the child’s relationship
with God and the child’s character
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and future than he does about his own
feelings and conveniences. This is
one of the great motivations for a
pastor to exercise discipline. Reproof
and discipline is never easy, not for
the giver nor for the recipient, but it
is necessary in this fallen world, and
when done right according to God’s
Word, it is an act of great love. One
wise man said, “He who reproves me
gives me a gold coin.” That is a
biblical sentiment, as the study of
Proverbs would quickly show.

THE FASTEST FLOWER IN
THE FOREST (Friday Church
News Notes, May 20, 2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is from
CreationMoments.com, May 10,
2016: “The peace and serenity of
North America's spruce forests is
occasionally broken by little other
than the rustle of a deer passing by.
At least that's what most people
think. In truth, there are things going
on which would cause us profound
wonder. The bunchberry dogwood
flower stands only about one-tenth of
an inch tall. Scientists knew that the
flowers opened explosively. The
flowers do this to propel their pollen
further. The scientists decided to find
out precisely how fast the flowers
really opened. So they decided to tape
a flower opening with a high speed
camera that is capable of taking 1,000
pictures a second. But the camera
proved to be too slow. It was only
with a camera that takes 10,000

pictures a second that they could
clearly see what was going on. They
saw that the petals opened, and in a
separate action, the stamens unfold
so fast that they catapult pollen into
the air. All of this happens in four
tenths of a thousandth of a second.
That's more than a hundred times
faster than a chameleon’s tongue
captures lunch. The stamens unfold
so fast that they subject the pollen to
2,400 times the force of gravity.
There are no limits to the wonders
God can conceive and create. His
greatest wonder is His mercy which
resulted in forgiveness and salvation.”

EUTHANASIA MADNESS IN
THE NETHERLANDS (Friday
Church News Notes, May 27, 2016,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- A Dutch woman in her 20s was
euthanized recently after her doctors
and psychiatrists concluded that “the
woman’s post-traumatic stress dis-
order and physical health were in-
curable” (“Child sex abuse victim in
20s euthanised,” International Busi-
ness Times, May 11, 2016). The
woman, who was said to have suf-
fered abuse between age five to 15,
suffered from “severe anorexia,
chronic depression, suicidal mood
swings, tendencies to self-harm, hal-
lucinations, obsessions and compul-
sions.” It could be her psychiatrists
and their drugs who turned the poor
woman into such a basket case.
Though she had been showing some
signs of progress, her psychiatrist
concluded that “there is no prospect
or hope for her.” So much for the
power of psychiatry. There would
have been wonderful hope for her in
Jesus Christ! Even humanly and nat-
uralistically speaking, there is no
reason why she could not have
found some level of healing as many
others have. In Britain, Labour MP

Robert Flello rightly condemned the
death and said that “it serves to rein-
force why any move towards legalis-
ing assisted suicide, or assisted
dying, is dangerous.” Tory MP Fiona
Bruce added, “What this woman
needed, at a desperate point in her
young life, was help and support to
overcome her problems, not the op-
tion of euthanasia.” Amen.

PRE-TRIBULATION RAPTURE
DOCTRINE IN DECLINE (Friday
Church News Notes, May 27, 2016,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- According to a new survey, only
28% of preachers 45 years old and
younger hold to a Pre-tribulation
Rapture. This compares to 36% of
preachers overall.  The survey of
1,000 pastors was done by Lifeway
Research. Less than half believe the
Antichrist is a literal figure who will
arise in the future. Of Baptist pas-
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tors, 75% believe in a literal Anti-
christ; of Lutherans 29%, of
Methodists 28%, and of
Presbyterian/Reformed 31%.

PALESTINIAN MUSEUM AS
EMPTY AS THE PALESTINIAN
CLAIM TO ISRAEL’S LAND
(Friday Church News Notes, May
27, 2016, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is from “Oh, the
Irony!” Israel Today, May 22, 2016:
“The Palestinian Authority last week
officially opened The Palestinian
Museum of Art, History and Culture
just outside their de facto capital of
Ramallah. Now, as those who take
historical accuracy seriously are
aware, the people today known as
‘Palestinian’ Arabs bear no distinc-
tion from the Arabs living in the
nations roundabout, nations that only
gained their current borders and dis-
tinct nationalities in the past century.
As such, there is no distinct ‘Pales-
tinian’ history or culture. And, so, it
was absolutely fitting that The Pales-
tinian Museum of Art, History and
Culture opened its doors with NO
EXHIBITS. The facility, which cost
a whopping $24 million, was de-
scribed as modern and luxurious by
The New York Times. The newspaper
spoke to the museum’s chairman,
Omar al-Qattan, who confirmed that
he had opened the doors of an empty
building. But, al-Qattan insisted, the
move was of symbolic importance.

He and other Palestinian officials
said they hope at some point to put
actual exhibits in the museum.”

IRAN MILITARY COMMAND-
ER BOASTS OF ABILITY TO
DESTROY ISRAEL (Friday
Church News Notes, May 27, 2016,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)

- A top military official in Iran boast-
ed that if given the order they could
destroy Israel in eight minutes. Ah-
mad Karimpour, senior advisor to
the elite al-Quds force, said, “If the
Supreme Leader’s orders [are] to be
executed, with the abilities and the
equipment at our disposal, we will
raze the Zionist regime in less than
eight minutes” (“Iranian Command-
er,” The Times of Israel, May 22,
2016). In March, Iran tested ballistic
missiles emblazoned with the words
“Israel must be wiped off the map.”
Last year, Iranian Supreme Leader
Ali Khamenei tweeted that Israel
“will not see the next 25 years.” This
is delusional, for the Bible says that
Israel cannot be destroyed and that is
her God-given land. Her judgments
at God’s hand during the “times of
the Gentiles” as prophesied in Deu-
teronomy 28 will be completed dur-
ing the reign of the Antichrist and the
conversion prophesied in Deuteron-
omy 30:6 will occur and a truly spir-
itual Israel will be at the heart of
Christ’s kingdom. Israel is back in
the land, praise the Lord, and it is an

exciting thing for Bible believers,
but she is far from “circumcised in
heart” at this time.

AUNT PUDGIE’S PASTOR AND
REPENTANCE (Friday Church
News Notes, May 27, 2016,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- I received the following reply to
“Paul’s Doctrine of Repentance” in
last week’s Friday News Notes, “I
want to reply to ‘Paul’s Doctrine of
Repentance!’ I hate it when you can
hear gospel presentations after gos-
pel presentations and never hear the
word ‘Repent!’ I see repentance as a
necessity not an option. Jesus told
men to repent (Luke 13:1-5)! Paul
told men to repent (Acts 17:30; II
Cor. 7:10; Rom. 2:4)! Peter told men
to repent (Acts 2:38; Acts 3:19;
II Pet. 3:9)! It is sad when professed
Bible-believing preachers are no bet-
ter than my late Great Aunt Pudgie’s
United Methodist Pastor from the
1980’s. When he would read the
word ‘repent’ in the Bible he would
say, ‘There’s that word that I don’t
like!’ I am sorry to say this, but that
is not a word to cut out or dislike but
rather a word that we ought to
obey! Repent!” (For more on repen-
tance and salvation see Sowing and
Reaping: A Course in Evangelism,
available in print and eBook  edi-
tions from www.wayoflife.org.)
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AND EVERY MAN (Friday
Church News Notes, May 27, 2016,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- “And all flesh died that moved
upon the earth, both of fowl, and of
cattle, and of beast, and of every
creeping thing that creepeth upon the
earth, AND EVERY MAN” (Gene-
sis 7:21). Here the Scripture empha-
sizes the fact that every man, every
single individual, died in the Flood.
It says that all the beasts died, but
then it says that every man died. This
is to emphasize the fact that men are
made in God’s image and have eter-
nal souls. The beasts that died in the
Flood could be lumped together in
one group, but man is different. Each
man is made by God, formed in the
womb by God, known of God, loved
of God, dealt with by God, given
light by God (John 1:9). God would
save every man, and every man can
be saved (1 Timothy 2:3-6). God
was longsuffering before the Flood
(1 Peter 3:19-20). Prophets like
Enoch and Noah preached (2 Peter
2:5). The people had no excuse.
They willfully and wickedly rejected
the compassionate Creator and His
holy laws, and they remained stead-
fast in their stubborn rebellion to the
very end. The wicked today still
blame God for the destruction of the
old world. They either mock and
disbelieve the Flood or they slander
God for bringing the Flood. This is
because they do not know and fear

God. They know not His almighty
power nor His wonderful compassion
nor His longsuffering nor His great
holiness. But God is not to blame for
that, as He has revealed Himself to all
of mankind in Jesus Christ, the Bible
has been published in every major
language and most minor ones, and
the gospel has been preached to the
ends of the earth for 2,000 years.
Noah lived at the end of an age, and
we, too, live at the end of an age. This
age is drawing to a close and it will
conclude in judgment as did Noah’s,
and the only reason the judgments
have not yet fallen is God’s great love
and mercy for undeserving mankind.
“The Lord is not slack concerning his
promise, as some men count slack-
ness; but is longsuffering to us-ward,
not willing that any should perish, but
that all should come to repentance” (2
Peter 3:9).

TESTIMONY OF A SONG
LEADER WHO IS PROMOTING
HYMNS AND AVOIDING CCM
(Friday Church News Notes, May 27,
2016, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
“I’ve really enjoyed leading the music
for our church. We use sound hymns.
No CCM and no songs by CCM
artists. That has caused a little angst
as I’ve pushed back and denied some
songs that people wanted to do for
specials. (I always ask, unless I
already know, who the author is, and
if I don’t know the name immediately
I look them up before approving or
disapproving. I usually know the name
immediately, having read all of your
published materials on the music
issue). Pastor has stood on the same
position, and we haven’t allowed
CCM to go forward. I keep track on a
spreadsheet of the songs we’ve sung,
how often and what dates so I can vary
them a bit. As a congregation, we’ve

learned several songs that are new
to the church. I also plan the songs
based on the sermon topics,
attempting to tie them to the
progressive idea of the message
step-by-step by song. (This is harder
to do sometimes than it sounds;
sometimes there is a lot of overlap
between songs and ideas, but they
are always tied to the message topic
one way or another.) I also try to
vary the way we sing (women doing
some verses, men others, etc.) as
well as providing some brief
information from time to time about
a hymn, its author or about a passage
from Scripture tied to the hymn, or
about the words we are singing to
get people to think about them. I
used your message on song leading
to do this, and I believe that it has
really improved the service and
increased the church’s love of
hymns. I think the reason many
churches don’t do music better is
because it is seriously time
consuming. I spend an hour and a
half to two hours a week planning
the songs to try and make sure it is
as edifying and proper as possible.
It’s no light task. Each week I
prepare a Music Ministry Sheet, and
when I take my family to visitation
on Saturday morning, we go early
and stuff Sunday’s bulletins with the
sheet so everyone has it.” (For more
on this see “Marks of Good Song
Leading” at www.wayoflife.org).
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• Exalting the Lord Jesus Christ; His eternal perfect, and preserved Word; and the Gospel of his Grace.
(2 Peter 3:1-2, 18)

• Standing for the whole counsel of God. (Acts 20:27; Jude 3)
• Challenging Christian workers to uphold the truth and resist the apostasy of our times. (1 Timothy 6:20-21)
• Exposing the spirit of error and compromise within Christendom (Hosea 4:6a; 2 Tim. 3)
• Upholding the New Testament Church (1 Tim. 6:13-14). O Timothy is a ministry of Bethel Baptist Church of London, Ontario.
• Challenging churches to fulfill the Great Commission of world evangelism (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 13-14)
• Standing for the Received Text of the Holy Scriptures, the Authorized Version in the English Language, and sound translations of the TR

in the languages of the world. (Ps. 12:6-7)

Aim of O Timothy Magazine

We are pleased to announce a conference on youth
discipleship in Australia July 5-7, 2016.

The conference will be held in Southwest Sydney at:

Bethel Bible Baptist Church
3/13 Stennett Road (corner Moorlands Road)

Ingleburn, NSW 2565

I am scheduled to speak from my new course The
Mobile Phone and the Christian Home and Church.
We will emphasize the necessity of the church, the

home, and the youth working together to build a wall
of spiritual protection against the hurricane force
winds of apostasy and worldliness that are raging in
our day.

We plan to have copies of the new Youth Discipleship
Digital Library available for purchase.

For more information see
http://icbc.org.au/youth-discipleship-meetings-
ingleburn/

YOUTH DISCIPLESHIP CONFERENCE IN AUSTRALIA IN JULY
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