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Digging in the Walls: A month’s
worth of news items, republished from
Friday Church News Notes. Page 14.

“The doctrine of the Pre-tribulation Rap-
ture is under attack today from many sides,
from theological modernism, from New
Evangelicalism, from the emerging
church, from Reformed Calvinism, even
from a few voices from among non-denom-
inational fundamentalism (Bible churches)
and fundamental Baptists.”  Page 2.

In our estimation, the doctrine of the Pre-tribulation Rapture
is a fundamental of the New Testament faith. While I can’t

answer every question that can be asked on this issue (or any
other major doctrine), I find more than enough clear Scripture
to settle the timing of the Rapture and to be convinced that it is
an essential doctrine.

Among other things, the Pre-Tribulation Rapture is necessitated
by the clearly taught doctrine of the imminency of Christ’s
return and by the doctrine of the distinction between the church
and Israel and a proper interpretation of Daniel’s 70th Week, as
we show in the following study. All of this is based on a
consistent normal-literal interpretation of prophecy.

God’s people are to live in expectation of the Lord’s coming for
them at every moment. We are taught to look for the coming of
Christ, not the Antichrist. Jesus, Paul, James, and Peter taught
this (Mt. 24:42, 44; 25:13; Mr. 13:32-37; Ro. 13:12; Php. 3:20;
4:5; 1 Th. 1:9-10; 5:4-9; Tit. 2:12-13; Jas. 5:8-9; 1 Pe. 4:7). The
early Christians lived in expectation of Christ’s imminent return
and the literal fulfillment of the prophecies (1 Th. 1:9-10).

THE FUNDAMENTAL DOCTRINE OF THE PRE-TRIBULATION RAPTURE
By David Cloud

The imminent Rapture has extreme practical implications. It is
a powerful motivator for godly, pilgrim living, and it gives
constant urgency to the task of world evangelism.

This is what I have believed for 46 years because this is what I
see in the Bible. I have been a devoted student of Bible prophecy
and have examined all positions on prophecy, as far as I know,
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certainly all of the positions on the timing of the Rapture. One
of the first courses I published was Understanding Bible
Prophecy, in the 1980s. The Way of Life Encyclopedia of the
Bible & Christianity, first published in 1993, has the equivalent
of a course on Bible prophecy. I have also published The
Future According to the Bible, Jews in Fighter Jets: Israel
Past, Present, and Future, plus verse-by-verse commentaries
on all of the prophetic books.

My writings are not inspired by God by any means, and the
more I learn, the more I realize I don’t know much. I feel like
Augur, “Surely I am more brutish than any man, and have not
the understanding of a man” (Pr. 30:2). Augur said that in light
of God’s omniscience and the infinity of God’s Word, as we
see in the context. See verses 4-5.

I can’t speak for others, but I have never had a ministry
relationship with a preacher who denies the Pre-tribulation
Rapture, and I have no intention of having such a relationship
today.

I don’t consider such preachers unsaved, just because of their
views on prophecy, but I consider this a very important
doctrine, and if a man does not hold to it, I will not preach at
his church, I will not preach together with him in a conference,
I will not participate in the ordination of such a man, I will not
allow such a man to preach in our church, and I will not
recommend that anyone join his church. That has always been
my position.

A preacher has the right to test his doctrine by God’s Word
and to re-examine what he has held in the past and to change

his doctrine if he is convinced that he has been wrong, but
other preachers have the right to separate from him if they are
convinced that he is wrong.

I am 70 years old, and I more convinced today than ever of
the truth and importance of the Pre-tribulation Rapture.

There was a time when the Pre-tribulation Rapture was not
clear in the 1800s when the literal interpretation of prophecy
was being recovered and emphasized. At first the emphasis
was on premillennialism as opposed to post or amillennialism.
But soon the issue of the timing of the Rapture came to the
fore and was settled in the hearts of the majority of Biblicists,
whether non-denominational fundamentalists or fundamental
Baptists.

The doctrine of the Pre-tribulation Rapture was the
predominant view of the Bible Conference/Prophetic
movement of the last half of the 19th century, of the Bible
Institute movement, of the Revivalist movement, of the
fundamentalist movement of the first half of the 20th century,
and of the fundamental Baptist movement of the last half of
the 20th century. It has been the predominant view driving the
modern world missionary movement. These movements
encompass all of the major Biblicist movements of the last
century and a half.

The doctrine of the Pre-tribulation Rapture is under attack
today from many sides, from theological modernism, from
New Evangelicalism, from the emerging church, from
Reformed Calvinism, even from a few voices from among
non-denominational fundamentalism (Bible churches) and
fundamental Baptists.

Steven Anderson, for example, has produced a number of
videos denying the imminency of the Rapture, chiefly “After
the Tribulation” and “The Book of Revelation.” He calls the
Pre-Tribulation Rapture “a demonic deception,” a “lie,” a
“fraud,” a “fairy tale.”

(As we will see, emerging church leaders use similar
terminology to demonize the doctrine of an imminent Rapture.)

Anderson says, “The film [After the Tribulation] does two
major things—number one, it completely demolishes the fraud
that is the Pre-Trib Rapture. You know, this lie that says that
Jesus Christ can come back at any moment, and that we're
going to be taken out of here before the Antichrist, before the
global government. So about half the movie is spent just
completely destroying that idea; just a ton of Scripture is used
to prove that false. And then the other half of the movie pretty
much just explains how all this is going to play out...” (The
Alex Jones Nightly News, Feb. 1, 2013).  Anderson’s
presentations on prophecy do indeed include “a ton of
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Scripture,” but a ton of Scripture wrongly interpreted adds up
to no Scripture at all.

In “After the Tribulation,” he teaches that the Rapture will
occur after the Tribulation, but in part 2 of the video series
“The Book of Revelation,” he says that the Rapture will
happen 75 days after the “abomination of desolation,” which
occurs at the mid-point of the Antichrist’s seven-year covenant
with Israel. And in part 15 he says the Rapture will occur after
the tribulation but before God’s wrath is poured out.

A DEFENSE OF THE PRE-TRIBULATION
RAPTURE

The Bible’s Description of the Rapture
The Time of the Rapture
When Was the Pre-Tribulation Rapture First Taught?
The Attack on the Pre-Tribulation Rapture
The Importance of the Pre-Tribulation Rapture
Pre-Wrath?
What about 2 Thessalonians 2?
Speculative Prophecy

The Bible’s Description of the Rapture

The word “rapture” does not appear in the Bible, but the event
is described in detail. It refers to the catching away of
church-age saints at the end of the age.

There are two major passages that describe the Rapture: 1
Thessalonians 4:13 -- 5:11 and 1 Corinthians 15:51-58.

The Greek word translated “caught up” in 1 Thessalonians
4:17 is used in Acts 8:39 of the Spirit of God snatching away
Philip after the conversion of the Ethiopian eunuch.

1 Thessalonians 4:13 -- 5:11

“But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concern-
ing them which are asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as
others which have no hope. 14 For if we believe that Jesus
died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in
Jesus will God bring with him. 15 For this we say unto you
by the word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which
are asleep. 16 For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and
with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:
17 Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up
together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air:
and so shall we ever be with the Lord. 18 Wherefore
comfort one another with these words.”

But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no
need that I write unto you. 2 For yourselves know perfectly
that the day of the Lord so cometh as a thief in the night. 3
For when they shall say, Peace and safety; then sudden
destruction cometh upon them, as travail upon a woman
with child; and they shall not escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are

not in darkness, that that day should overtake you as a thief.
5 Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day:
we are not of the night, nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us
not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. 7 For
they that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken
are drunken in the night. 8 But let us, who are of the day, be
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for
an helmet, the hope of salvation. 9 For God hath not ap-
pointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord
Jesus Christ, 10 Who died for us, that, whether we wake or
sleep, we should live together with him. 11 Wherefore
comfort yourselves together, and edify one another, even
as also ye do.”

Consider four important lessons from this key passage:

1. The Rapture is an event in which the dead in Christ will be
raised (1 Th. 4:14-16) and the living New Testament saints
will be changed and glorified (1 Th. 4:17).

2. The dead in Christ are presently with Him in heaven (1 Th.
4:14). Therefore, the dead in Christ do not “sleep in the
grave” as some false teachers claim.

3. The Rapture is the believer’s hope and comfort (1 Th. 4:13,
18). This is what we are waiting for. We are looking for Christ,
not the Antichrist. This is the believer’s “blessed hope” (Titus
2:13).

4. The Rapture occurs before the day of the Lord’s wrath (1
Th. 5:1-10).

Immediately after describing the Rapture, Paul mentions the
day of the Lord and says the New Testament believer will not
be overtaken by it.

The “day of the Lord” is the time of Tribulation when God
will judge the world for its sin and idolatry. In that “day,” God
will be exalted and rebellious men will be humbled. It is the
time described in great detail in Revelation 6-19.

“Enter into the rock, and hide thee in the dust, for fear of the
Lord, and for the glory of his majesty. The lofty looks of man
shall be humbled, and the haughtiness of men shall be
bowed down, and the Lord alone shall be exalted in that
day” (Isaiah 2:10-11).

Note the change in pronouns in 1 Thessalonians 5. In verse 3
the pronoun “they” is used, because the day of the Lord will
come upon the unsaved world. But in verses 4-5 the pronoun
“ye” is used, referring to believers. That day will not overtake
us.

The believer is to be watching for the Lord’s return (1 Th. 5:6).
We do not know when it will happen. It is imminent.

Believers are not appointed to go through the time of God’s
wrath (1 Th. 5:9). Compare 1 Thessalonians 1:10, which says
the Lord has delivered New Testament believers from the
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wrath to come. Church-age saints have been subject to the
wrath of men and devils throughout the age, but we are not
appointed to go through the wrath of God that will be poured
out upon this wicked world. Compare Isaiah 2:9-21.

The place of protection during the days of apostasy before the
Rapture is the Bible-believing church.

“And we beseech you, brethren, to know them which labour
among you, and are over you in the Lord, and admonish
you; and to esteem them very highly in love for their work's
sake. And be at peace among yourselves. Now we exhort
you, brethren, warn them that are unruly, comfort the fee-
bleminded, support the weak, be patient toward all men” (1
Th. 5:12-14).

In the context of his warning about the coming day of the Lord,
Paul mentions the church and its leaders. This is very
instructive. Each believer needs to be a faithful member of a
scriptural church that is led by godly men who are sound in
the New Testament faith. The leaders and the church members
work together to accomplish God’s will on earth in preaching
the gospel to every nation while they wait for the Lord’s return.

The way to have peace in the churches is for the leaders to
teach the Bible faithfully and for the members to show respect
to the leaders and to follow them. Church leaders should be
honored and obeyed as long as they are following the Bible.
Those who are unruly in the churches should be rebuked,
because they hurt the Lord’s work.

1 Corinthians 15:51-58

“Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed, 52 In a moment, in the twinkling of
an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be
changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption,
and this mortal must put on immortality. 54 So when this
corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal
shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass
the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory.
55 O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy
victory? 56 The sting of death is sin; and the strength of sin
is the law. 57 But thanks be to God, which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 58 Therefore, my
beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in the Lord.”

Again, we see four important truths about the Rapture in this
passage:

1. The Rapture is a mystery that was not revealed in the Old
Testament prophecies. The Old Testament prophets taught
about the bodily resurrection, but they did not prophesy that
some would be glorified without dying. They prophesied about
the resurrection of Jews at the end of the Tribulation (Da.
12:1-2), but they did not see the Rapture of New Testament
believers before the Tribulation.

2. The dead in Christ will be raised to incorruption and the
believers who are living at that time will be changed from
mortal to immortal. “Incorruptible” means that the resurrection
body will be incapable of such things as pain and sickness.
“Immortal” means incapable of dying.

3. The Rapture of church-age believers is a source of great
encouragement and motivation to godly Christian service.
“Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye
know that your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Co. 15:58).

The Rapture is a very important doctrine. It helps to motivate
the Lord’s people to stay awake spiritually, and it helps to
motivate the churches to stay busy in the work of preaching
the gospel to lost souls before it is too late.

4. What about “the last trump”?

The trumpet that will sound at the Rapture of the church-age
saints is not the same as the trumpets that will sound in
Revelation as judgments on this world or the trumpets that
sound in reference to Israel. The church is not a part of these
other programs. Her “trump” is a different one. The church’s
last trump is when she shall finally be congregated together to
the Lord.

“Then we which are alive and remain shall be
caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord” (1 Th. 4:17).

“But when the congregation is to be gathered to-
gether, ye shall blow, but ye shall not sound an
alarm” (Numbers 10:7).

The Time of the Rapture

Among those who believe in a literal Rapture of church-age
saints, there are three positions regarding its timing in relation
to the Tribulation. The three views are as follows:

Pre-tribulational -- church-age saints will be raptured before
the Tribulation

Mid-tribulational (also called Pre-wrath) -- church-age saints
will go through the first half of the Tribulation

Post-tribulational -- church-age saints will go through the
entire Tribulation period

For the following reasons we are convinced the Bible teaches
a pre-tribulational Rapture. In this study, we are using the term
“church” in a general, institutional sense.
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1. Church-age believers are promised salvation from wrath.

“For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in
we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God; 10 And to wait for his Son
from heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus,
which delivered us from the wrath to come” (1 Th. 1:9-10).

“For yourselves know perfectly that the day of the Lord so
cometh as a thief in the night. 3 For when they shall say,
Peace and safety; then sudden destruction cometh upon
them, as travail upon a woman with child; and they shall not
escape. 4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkness, that that
day should overtake you as a thief” (1 Th. 5:2-4)

“Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will
keep thee from the hour of temptation, which shall come
upon all the world, to try them that dwell upon the earth” (Re.
3:10).

The Great Tribulation is expressly called the day of God’s
wrath. Today the Lord is withholding the full severity of His
anger; He is offering men salvation through the preaching of
the gospel, but the day approaches when He will take the seat
of judgment. Then “the day of his wrath” will be upon all the
world (Ps. 110:5; Isa. 13:6-13; Re. 6:16-17).

It is true that in every century, Bible-believing churches have
been subjected to persecution, but this is different from the
Great Tribulation. The persecutions of the saints are caused
by the wrath of wicked men and the wrath of the devil, whereas
the Tribulation is a period especially pertaining to God’s
wrath (Re. 6:16-17; 14:10).

Some believe that the church will not be saved out of the time
of wrath, but will be saved through it. This cannot be true,
since the Bible clearly reveals that those who are on earth
during the Great Tribulation will not be delivered from wrath
but will be overcome (Re. 13:7). The Scriptures that promise
church-age believers deliverance from wrath must refer to
salvation out from the very presence of the wrath. Concerning
the Great Tribulation, we are told that “as a snare shall it come
on ALL them that dwell on the face of the whole earth” (Lu.
21:35). Church-age believers must either be physically
removed from the earth, or they will be involved in the day of
wrath. God promises removal. “... I also will keep thee from
the hour of temptation, which shall come upon all the world,
to try them that dwell upon the earth” (Re. 3:10).

Further, the wrath of God refers to the entire period of Daniel’s
70th Week as described in Revelation 6-18 and not merely to
the last half. Already in Revelation 6:17 the inhabitants of the
earth will be saying that “the wrath of God is come.”

2. The Holy Spirit will be removed before the Tribulation.

“And now ye know what withholdeth that he might be re-
vealed in his time. 7 For the mystery of iniquity doth already
work: only he who now letteth will let, until he be taken out

of the way. 8 And then shall that Wicked be revealed, whom
the Lord shall consume with the spirit of his mouth, and shall
destroy with the brightness of his coming” (2 Th. 2:6-8).

In other passages of Scripture, the Holy Spirit is said to be the
restrainer of sin (Ge. 6:3; Isa. 59:19). He dealt with hearts
during the 120 years when Noah was preparing the Ark. In this
present dispensation, the Holy Spirit came into the world at
Pentecost (Acts 2), when He came to empower the church for
the Great Commission (Acts 1:8). He will remove the church-
age believers before the time of God’s great wrath. This does
not mean the Holy Spirit will not be present in the world then.
The Holy Spirit, as God, is omnipresent. It means that He will
not be present in the same sense that He is in this age.

3. Church-age believers are promised mansions in heaven.

“Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe
also in me. In my Father's house are many mansions: if it
were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place
for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come
again, and receive you unto myself; that where I am, there
ye may be also” (John 14:1-3).

When the Lord Jesus returns to earth at the end of the
Tribulation, He sets up His Messianic kingdom. If the Rapture
occurred at the end of the Tribulation, the promise to church-
age believers pertaining to heaven would not be fulfilled.
Church-age believers are a heavenly people with a heavenly
hope (Ephesians 1; Philippians 3:20; Colossians 3:1-3). Some
dispensationalists teach that the church-age saints will live in
heaven during the millennium. I believe they will probably
live both in heaven and in earth. Jesus promised the apostles,
who are the founders of the churches, that they would reign
with Him over Israel (Matthew 19:28).

4. The Rapture of church-age saints is imminent.

The imminency of the Rapture means it can happen any time,
whereas the Second Coming is said to be preceded by specific
signs.

Christ taught that the Rapture is imminent.

“Watch therefore: for ye know not what hour your Lord doth
come” (Matthew 24:42)

“Therefore be ye also ready: for in such an hour as ye think
not the Son of man cometh” (Mt. 24:44).

“Watch therefore, for ye know neither the day nor the hour
wherein the Son of man cometh” (Mt. 25:13).

“Take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know not when the
time is” (Mark 13:33).

Paul taught that the Rapture is imminent.

“Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand” (Php.
4:5).
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“The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore
cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armour
of light” (Ro. 13:12).

“Ye are all the children of light, and the children of the day:
we are not of the night, nor of darkness. Therefore let us not
sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober. For they
that sleep sleep in the night; and they that be drunken are
drunken in the night. But let us, who are of the day, be
sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love; and for
an helmet, the hope of salvation. For God hath not appoint-
ed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ” (1 Th. 5:4-9).

“Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2:13).

James taught that the Rapture is imminent.

“Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of
the Lord draweth nigh. Grudge not one against another,
brethren, lest ye be condemned: behold, the judge standeth
before the door” (Jas. 5:8-9).

Peter taught that the Rapture is imminent.

“But the end of all things is at hand: be ye therefore sober,
and watch unto prayer” (1 Pe. 4:7).

The early Christians were living in constant expectation of
Christ’s return.

“For they themselves shew of us what manner of entering in
we had unto you, and how ye turned to God from idols to
serve the living and true God; and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead, even Jesus, which
delivered us from the wrath to come” (1 Th. 1:9-10).

The apostle Paul instructed the church at Thessalonica that
they did not need to heed signs and times, because the New
Testament believer has been promised redemption from the
“day of darkness” that shall overcome the whole world (1 Th.
5:1-9). The New Testament believer is not waiting for the
Antichrist, but for Christ Himself.

The expression “at hand,” which is used to describe the coming
of Christ ((Ro. 13:12; Php. 4:5; 1 Pe. 4:7), is from eggizo,
meaning “near, approaching.” The English phrase “at hand”
is a metaphor to indicate something that is close by, at the
ready, like your hand. It is used to describe the location of
Jesus’ tomb, which was “nigh at hand” to the place of His
crucifixion (Joh. 19:42). It is used to describe the nearness of
summer (Lu. 21:30). Paul used it to describe his imminent
death (2 Ti. 4:6). The coming of Christ for church-age saints
is always at hand; it is imminent, impending. It can happen at
any time.

The imminency of Christ’s return teaches us that the Rapture
precedes Daniel’s 70th Week (Da. 9:27). If it occurred at any
time during that seven-year period, it could not be imminent,
because the events of that period are laid out clearly in
Scripture. It begins with the Antichrist’s seven-year covenant

with apostate Israel: “And he shall confirm the covenant with
many for one week.” During the first three and a half years,
the third temple will be built (Re. 11:1-2), the preliminary
judgments will occur as described in Revelation 6 (war and
famine that will destroy one-fourth of the earth’s population,
a great earthquake, signs in the heavens), the 144,000 Jewish
evangelists will preach and produce a great harvest of souls in
the midst of terrible persecution (Da. 7), and the two witnesses
will prophesy in Jerusalem (Re. 11:3-6). After three and a half
years, the Antichrist will break his covenant and set up the
abomination of desolation in the temple as described by
Daniel, by Jesus, and by Paul. “... and in the midst of the week
he shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease” (Da.
9:27). See also Matthew 24:15 and 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. The
two witnesses will be killed and a great earthquake will destroy
one-tenth of the city (Re. 11:7-13). The events of the last half
of Daniel’s 70th Week are described in other places in
Revelation. These events include the hail and fire that destroy
one-third of the trees and grass (Re. 8:7), the third part of the
sea turning to blood (Re. 8:8-9), the third part of the waters
becoming Wormwood (Re. 8:10-11), the terrible locusts from
the bottomless pit (Re. 9:1-11), the 200 million-man army from
the east whereby one-third of mankind will be destroyed (Re.
9:13-21), the worldwide worship of the Antichrist and his
dictatorial rule (Re. 13), the rivers and fountains turning to
blood (Re. 16:4-6), the scorching of men with great heat (Re.
16:8-9), the darkness (Re. 16:10-11), the destruction of the
Mystery Babylon religion (Re. 14:8; 17:16-18), the destruction
of commercial Babylon (Re. 18:5-24), Armageddon (Re.
16:12-16).

If the Rapture does not precede Daniel’s 70th Week, it could
not be “at hand,” because it would be preceded by these events
and its time would be known exactly when those events were
witnessed. If the Rapture were “mid-tribulation” or “pre-
wrath,” then the church-age saints would know that Christ
would not return for them until the events pertaining to the rise
of the Antichrist (e.g., the covenant with Israel, the building
of the third temple, the ministry of the two witnesses), and
when they witnessed the beginning of those things, they would
know that the Rapture would occur three and a half years later.

If the Rapture does not precede Daniel’s 70th Week, it would
teach us to look for the Antichrist rather than Christ.

5. The church is a mystery that is not revealed in the Old
Testament.

“How that by revelation he made known unto me the mys-
tery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read,
ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ)
Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of
men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and
prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fel-
lowheirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his prom-
ise in Christ by the gospel” (Eph. 3:3-6).
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The New Testament church has no part in the chronology of
events foretold by the Old Testament prophets. They clearly
foretold the first coming of Christ, His miraculous birth, life,
death, resurrection, and ascension. They also described
Christ’s Second Coming in glory, preceded by a time of
unprecedented worldwide tribulation and followed by the
establishment of the glorious Messianic kingdom centered in
Jerusalem.

But these prophets did not see the church age--“which in other
ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now
revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit”
(Eph. 3:5).

Between the first and second coming, there is a time gap that
is not described in Old Testament prophecy. This gap is the
church age. The prophets did not see that Israel would be set
aside temporarily while God called out from among all nations
a special body of people. After He has accomplished this
purpose and the fullness of the Gentiles is come in, God will
restart Israel’s prophetic clock with the last seven years of
Daniel’s 70th Week and will fulfill all Old Testament
prophecies in relation to His ancient chosen nation. “...
blindness in part is happened to Israel, until the fulness of the
Gentiles be come in” (Ro. 11:25).

The Tribulation pertains to God’s dealing with Israel and the
Gentile nations, not to the church. This present mystery period
will end with the removal of church-age believers from the
earth, and the Lord will then pour out His judgments on the
Gentile nations and fulfill His covenants with Israel.

The Great Tribulation is called “the time of the heathen” (Eze.
30:3), referring to the Gentile nations, and “the time of Jacob’s
trouble” (Je. 30:7), referring to Israel.

6. The book of Revelation shows that the church is not on
earth during the Tribulation.

The church is not seen on earth in chapters 4-18.

The witness for God in the earth during the Tribulation is
Israel, not the church. See Revelation 7, where the Lord seals
144,000 Jews from the 12 tribes and through their preaching
a great multitude is saved.

The prayers of the saints in Revelation 8 are prayers for
judgment. Only Israel prayed such prayers. Church-age saints
are instructed to pray for her enemies, not against them (Lu.
9:51-56). The imprecatory prayers of Revelation are those of
the Psalms and are based on God’s promise to Abraham to
curse those that cursed Israel (Ge. 12:1-3).

Revelation 10 identifies the events of Revelation 6-18 with
those foretold by Old Testament prophets--the days of the

Great Tribulation, the “day of the Lord.” The church age was
never in the view of these Old Testament prophecies; it was a
mystery not yet revealed. The church has a different purpose
and program than national Israel. It is Israel that is in view in
Old Testament prophecy and in Revelation 6-18.

The ministry of the two witnesses of Revelation 11 identifies
them with national Israel and with Old Testament prophecies
of the “day of the Lord.” The two witnesses minister from
Jerusalem, Israel’s capital. The churches have no such capital,
her hope being heavenly, not earthly (Col. 3:1-4; Php. 3:17-
21). The two witnesses are clothed in sackcloth, which speaks
of Israel, the sackcloth signifying repentance from sin or
sorrow because of some calamity (1 Ki. 21:27; 2 Ki. 19:1; Est.
4:1; Isa. 15:3; Jer. 4:8). Nowhere are the churches seen in
sackcloth. The churches are told, rather, to “rejoice in the Lord
alway” (Php. 4:4). The church-age believer’s judgment is
forever past, and he is to keep his mind centered in the
heavenlies where, positionally, he is already seated, eternally
victorious with Christ (Eph. 2:5-10). Revelation 11:4 identifies
the two witnesses with the Old Testament prophecy of
Zechariah 4:3, 11, 14. This is a prophecy about Israel, not the
church. Further, the two witnesses call down judgment upon
their enemies in Revelation 10:5-6. Jesus rebuked his disciples
for desiring to do just this and instructed the church-age
believer to pray for the well-being of his enemies, not for their
destruction (Lu. 9:54-56; Ro. 12:14, 17-21).

The devil persecutes Israel, not the church, during the
Tribulation (Re. 12). There can be no doubt that the woman
in this chapter signifies Israel. Verse 5 shows the woman
bringing forth Christ; it is obvious that Jesus was brought forth
by Israel, not by the churches (Isa. 9:6-7; Ro. 9:5).

Also, the symbols of Revelation 12:1-2 recall familiar Old
Testament typology of Israel. She is referred to as a woman.
Compare Isaiah 54:5-7. The sun and moon and the 12 stars of
Revelation 12:2 remind us of Joseph’s dream regarding Israel
(Ge. 37:9). The words of Revelation 12:2 are almost an exact
quote from Micah 5:3. “Therefore will he give them up, until
the time that she which travaileth hath brought forth: then the
remnant of his brethren shall return unto the children of Israel.”
Again, this speaks of Israel’s delivery of the Messiah. These
symbols are not used in the New Testament of the churches.

When Was the Pre-Trib Rapture First Taught?

Steven Anderson follows Replacement theologians in claiming
that John Darby was the first to teach a Pre-Tribulation
Rapture, but it isn’t true.

As we have seen, two thousand years ago, all of the churches
were looking for an imminent return of Christ. That was a long
time before Darby.



W A Y O F L I F E L I T E R A T U R E

8 1 Timothy 6:20,21

In the 4th century, the Pre-Tribulation Rapture was taught by
Ephraem the Syrian (c. 303-373). Ephraem is called “the
Syrian” because he lived in that region.

Ephraem is venerated as a “saint” by the Catholic and
Orthodox churches, but they would not allow him to teach his
doctrine of prophecy today.

He was a voluminous writer. Many of his sermons and psalms
are included in the 16-volume Post-Nicene Library. (The
Council of Nicea was held in AD 325, and historians divide
the “fathers” into Ante-Nicene, before 325, and Post-Nicene,
after 325).

In the 1990s some of Ephraem’s writings were translated into
English for the first time, one of these being On the Last Times,
the Antichrist, and the End of the World, A.D. 373.

The translation was done by Professor Cameron Rhoades of
Tyndale Theological Seminary at the bequest of Grant R.
Jeffrey. It was subsequently published in Jeffrey’s 1995 book
Final Warning.

It is obvious that Ephraem believed in a literal fulfillment of
prophecy, including a Rapture of New Testament saints prior
to the Tribulation.

“For all the saints and Elect of God are gathered, prior to
the tribulation that is to come, and are taken to the Lord
lest they see the confusion that is to overwhelm the
world because of our sins” (Ephraem the Syrian, On the
Last Times).

Observe that Ephraem taught that the saints will be taken to
the Lord so they will not see the confusion that is to overwhelm
the world, which is exactly what 1 Thessalonians 5:3-9 says.

Ephraem taught a literal Antichrist who will sit in a literal
rebuilt temple in Jerusalem, a literal 3.5 year Tribulation, a
literal Two Witnesses or prophets who will preach in
Jerusalem, a literal battle of Gog and Magog.

“And when the three and a half years have been completed,
the time of the Antichrist, through which he will have seduced
the world, after the resurrection of the two prophets, in the
hour which the world does not know, and on the day which
the enemy or son of perdition does not know, will come the
sign of the Son of Man, and coming forward the Lord shall
appear with great power and much majesty, with the sign of
the word of salvation going before him, and also even with all
the powers of the heavens with the whole chorus of the
saints. ... Then Christ shall come and the enemy shall be
thrown into confusion, and the Lord shall destroy him by the
Spirit of his mouth. And he shall be bound and shall be
plunged into the abyss of everlasting fire alive with his father
Satan; and all people, who do his wishes, shall perish with
him forever; but the righteous ones shall inherit everlasting
life with the Lord for ever and ever” (Ephraem the Syrian, On
the Last Times, the Antichrist, and the End of the World, A.D.
373).

Ephraem believed in the imminency of the return of Christ and
urged his fellow Christians to live godly lives in expectation
of His return.

Actually, Ephraem the Syrian was not alone in interpreting
Bible prophecy literally in his day.  He was living one
generation from the era of Augustine (354-430), at which time
there was a dramatic change. When Ephraem died in 373,
Augustine was 19 years old.

It was in the era of Augustine that allegoricalism widely
replaced the previous method of interpretation. Prior to
this, it was common among Bible believers to interpret
prophecy literally. They believed that Christ would return
literally (and imminently), bind Satan, and establish a literal
millennial kingdom on earth.

This is acknowledged by church historians.

William Newell said, “The early Church for 300 years looked
for the imminent return of our Lord to reign, and they were
right” (Newell, Revelation).

Phillip Schaaf said, “... the most striking point in the
eschatology of the ante-Nicene age [prior to AD 325] is the
prominent chiliasm, or millennarianism, that is the belief of a
visible reign of Christ in glory on earth with the risen saints
for a thousand years, before the general resurrection and
judgment” (History of the Christian Church, 8 vols, Wm. B.
Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1960, 2:614).

Henry Thiessen said, “It is clear ... that the Fathers held not
only the pre-millennial view of Christ’s coming, but also
regarded that coming as imminent. The Lord had taught them
to expect His return at any moment, and so they looked for
Him to come in their day. Not only so, but they also taught His
personal return as being immediately, with the exception of
the Alexandrian Fathers, who also rejected other fundamental
doctrines” (Thiessen, Introductory Lectures in Systematic
Theology, p. 477).

In fact, Augustine, “the father of amillennialism,” once
believed in a literal millennium himself. He said, “I myself,
too, once held this opinion. ... They who do believe them are
called by the spiritual, Chiliasts, which we may literally
reproduce by the name Millenarians” (Augustine, City of God,
book 20, chapter 7).

The following statement by Irenaeus (c. 120-203) is an
example of what was commonly believed among the early
“church fathers,” as they looked forward to Christ’s return and
the establishment of His kingdom:

“The predicted blessing, therefore, belongs unquestionably
to the times of the kingdom, when the righteous shall bear
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rule upon their rising from the dead; when also the creation,
having been renovated and set free, shall fructify with an
abundance of all kinds of food, from the dew of heaven, and
from the fertility of the earth. ... In like manner [the Lord
declared] that ... all animals feeding [only] on the productions
of the earth, should [in those days] become peaceful and
harmonious among each other, and be in perfect subjection
to man” (Irenaeus, Against Heresies, The Ante-Nicene Fa-
thers).

The church at Antioch long interpreted Bible prophecy
literally. Antioch was an important church founded by
Barnabas and Paul, and it is from this church that the first
foreign missionaries were ordained and sent out (Ac. 11:19-26;
13:1-4). It was at Antioch that the disciples of Christ were first
called Christians. Some of the preachers associated with
Antioch were Lucian (died 312), Theodore (AD 350-428),
Chrysostom (AD 354-407), Theodoret (AD 386-458), and
Diodorus of Tarsus. These men interpreted Bible prophecy
literally and believed in a literal millennium.

In History of Interpretation, F.W. Farrar observed, “Diodorus
of Tarsus’ books were devoted to an exposition of Scripture
in its literal sense, and he wrote a treatise, now unhappily lost,
‘on the difference between allegory and spiritual insight’”
(Farrar, pp. 213-15).

“The Antioch’s school’s two greatest exegetes, Theodore of
Mopsuestia (AD 350-428) and John Chrysostom (AD 354-
407), were ‘anti-allegorical’” (Matthew Allen, “Theology
Adrift: The Early Church Fathers and Their Views of
Eschatology,” bible.org).

Some of the early Christians after the apostles taught a form
of dispensationalism. Examples can be found in the extant
writings of Justin Martyr, Irenaeus, Tertullian, and Methodius.
Justin Martyr (100-165) believed in four phases of history in
God’s plan: From Adam to Abraham, from Abraham to Moses,
from Moses to Christ, and from Christ to the eternal state.
Irenaeus (120-202) taught something similar, dividing the
dispensations into the creation to the flood, the flood to the
law, the law to the gospel, the gospel to the eternal state.

Dr. Larry Crutchfield observes that some of the early church
leaders “came very close to making nearly the same divisions
modern dispensationalists do” (“Rudiments of
Dispensationalism in the Ante-Nicene Period,” Bibliotheca
Sacra, Oct. 1987).

The allegorical method of interpretation was invented by
false teachers after the apostolic era as the apostasy was
growing and spreading toward the formation of the Roman
Catholic Church.

A school was established at Alexandria, Egypt, which became
the headquarters for the allegorical method of interpretation.

Egypt was a place where false teaching proliferated in the first
centuries after Christ.

Clement, who headed the school from AD 190 to 202,
corrupted the Christian faith by mixing it with the worldly
philosophy and allegoricalism of Philo. He taught many false
doctrines, including purgatory, and believed that most men
would eventually be saved even though Jesus said only a few
would be (Mt. 7:14). “Clement saw the literal meaning of
Scripture as being a ‘starting point’ for interpretation.
Although it was ‘suitable for the mass of Christians,’ God
revealed himself to the spiritually advanced through the
‘deeper meaning’ of Scripture. In every passage, a deeper or
additional meaning existed beyond the primary or immediate
sense” (Matthew Allen, “Theology Adrift: The Early Church
Fathers and Their Views of Eschatology,” bible.org).

Origen (AD 185-254) was one of the chief fathers of
allegoricalism. He led the school at Alexandria from AD 202
to 232. Though he endured persecution and torture for the
cause of Christ under the Emperor Decius in 250, Origen was
laden down with heresies. Like Clement, he mixed the truth
of the Bible with pagan philosophy. He taught that celibacy
was a holy state above marriage, contrary to the teaching of
the apostles. He taught baptismal regeneration, purgatory, and
the pre-existence of the human soul. He taught that all men,
even Satan and demons, would eventually be saved. He taught
that the Holy Spirit was the first creature made by God, and
denied the full Godhead and eternality of Jesus. He did not
believe that the Scriptures are wholly inspired by God.

Origen claimed that “the Scriptures have little use to those who
understand them literally.” He described the literal meaning
of Scripture as “bread” and encouraged the student to go
beyond this to the “wine” of allegoricalism, whereby one can
become intoxicated and transported to heavenly realms.
Origen’s commentaries contained a wealth of fanciful
interpretations, abounding in “heretical revisals of Scripture”
(Frederick Nolan, Inquiry into the Integrity of the Greek
Vulgate, p. 367).

Another father of allegoricalism was Augustine (AD 354-
430), one of the fathers of the Roman Catholic Church. He
was exalted as one of the “doctors” of Rome. Augustine
invented the terrible and unbiblical doctrine of the inquisition
that was used by the Catholic Church against Bible believers
for more than 1,000 years. The German historian Neander
observed that Augustine’s teaching “contains the germ of the
whole system of spiritual despotism, intolerance, and
persecution, even to the court of the Inquisition.” Augustine
instigated persecutions against the Donatists who were striving
to maintain pure biblical churches. He taught that “the
sacraments,” such as baptism, were the means of salvation. He
taught that Mary did not commit sin. He taught the heresy of
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purgatory. He was one of the fathers of infant baptism,
claiming that unbaptized infants are lost and calling all who
rejected infant baptism “infidels” and “cursed.” He exalted the
authority of “the church” over that of Scripture.

“Through Augustine, Origen's allegorical hermeneutic became
the backbone of medieval interpretation of the Bible”
(Matthew Allen, “Theology Adrift: The Early Church Fathers
and Their Views of Eschatology,” bible.org).

These heresies grew and became a fundamental part of the
Roman Catholic and Orthodox Churches.

When the Protestant denominations (e.g., Lutheran, Anglican,
Presbyterian, Methodist) broke away from Rome, one of the
errors they brought with them was the allegorical interpretation
of prophecy.

The Attack on the Pre-Tribulational Rapture

The doctrine of the pre-tribulational Rapture is under severe
attack today. Consider some examples from the emerging
church:

Brian McLaren calls the imminent return of Christ the
“eschatology of abandonment” (interview with Planet
Preterist, Jan. 30, 2005). This is because he believes that
Christians should build the kingdom of God on earth today
instead of waiting until Christ returns, so he claims that those
who believe in a pre-tribulation Rapture are abandoning their
alleged duty to save the earth from global warming and to solve
the problems of hunger, disease, war, etc.

Jonny Baker of Grace in London, England, rejects
dispensationalism as “escapology theology” and “advocates
that Christians need to invest themselves in the current culture,
not live on hold until time runs out” (Emerging Churches, pp.
78, 79).

N.T. Wright, who has a great influence on the emerging
church, says the doctrine of an imminent rapture is dangerous
because it interferes with kingdom building and environmental
activities. “If there’s going to be an Armageddon, and we’ll
all be in heaven already or raptured up just in time, it really
doesn’t matter if you have acid rain or greenhouse gases prior
to that. Or, for that matter, whether you bombed civilians in
Iraq. All that really matters is saving souls for that disembodied
heaven” (“Christians Wrong about Heaven, Says Bishop,”
Time, Feb. 7, 2008).

Tony Campolo says: “I think that we need to challenge the
government to do the work of the Kingdom of God, to do what
is right in the eyes of the Lord. That whole sense of the rapture,
which may occur at any moment, is used as a device to oppose

engagement with the principalities, the powers, the political
and economic structures of our age” (“Opposition to women
preachers evidence of demonic influence,” Baptist Press, June
27, 2003).

Mark Driscoll refers to the pre-tribulational Rapture as
“pessimistic dispensationalism” (Listening to the Beliefs of
Emerging Churches, p. 146). He has said that “eschatology-
minded Christians” are not welcome in his church.

The Importance of the Pre-Tribulational Rapture

The doctrine of the pre-tribulational Rapture is not a minor
one. As we have seen, Jesus, Paul, James, and Peter taught that
the return of Christ is imminent and is to be expected at any
time (Mt. 24:42, 44; 25:13; Mr. 13:32-37; Ro. 13:12; Php.
3:20; 4:5; 1 Th. 1:9-10; 5:4-9; Tit. 2:12-13; Jas. 5:8-9; 1 Pe.
4:7). The early Christians lived in expectation of Christ’s
imminent return and the literal fulfillment of the prophecies
(1 Th. 1:9-10).

The doctrine of a pre-tribulational Rapture is a great motivator
for purifying one’s personal Christian life.

1. It encourages the believer in trials and persecutions. “Then
we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so
shall we ever be with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one anoth-
er with these words” (1 Th. 4:17-18).

2. It keeps the church’s focus on the Lord’s Great Commis-
sion (Mt. 28:18-20; Mk 16:15; Lu. 24:44-48; Ac. 1:8). It
teaches us that preaching the gospel, winning people to
Christ, and establishing churches as the pillar and ground of
the truth is the most urgent matter. D.L. Moody had it right
when he said: “I look upon this world as a wrecked vessel.
God has given me a lifeboat and said to me, ‘Moody, save all
you can.’”

3. It motivates us to be busy in the Lord’s work. “Therefore,
my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that
your labour is not in vain in the Lord” (1 Co. 15:58).

4. It motivates us to live obedient lives. “Therefore let us not
sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober” (1 Th. 5:6).
“And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure” (1 Jo. 3:3).

5. It motivates us to live holy and separate from evil. “Look-
ing for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing of the
great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ; Who gave himself for
us, that he might redeem us from all iniquity, and purify unto



W A Y O F L I F E L I T E R A T U R E

1 Timothy 6:20,21 11

himself a peculiar people, zealous of good works” (Tit. 2:13-
14).

6. It keeps believers aware of and on the outlook for heresy
and apostasy (2 Ti. 4:3-4). A proper view of Bible prophecy
instructs God’s people that the church age is characterized by
the growth of apostasy. It is a leaven that began in the days of
the apostles and increases throughout the age (Mt. 13:33; 2 Ti.
3:13). This refutes the principle of ecumenism that is so
pervasive today. Ecumenists do not talk about apostasy. They
do not understand it and do not see it. A right view of prophecy
and the practical application thereof refutes this mindset.

The imminency of Christ’s return is very practical. It is a major
motivator of pilgrim Christianity. It motivates to holy living,
and it motivates to zeal in world evangelism. It teaches us that
God’s people aren’t on earth today to build Christ’s kingdom
through social-justice activities. It refutes the social gospel.
Church age believers are on earth to preach the salvation
gospel to the ends of the earth through which God is calling
out a people for His name from among the nations (Ac. 15:14).
God calls through the gospel (2 Th. 2:14), which is to be
preached to every nation (Mt. 28:19; Ac. 1:8) and to every
individual (Mr. 16:15). Christ is coming, and He can come at
any time. We must be living in such a manner that Christ will
say, “Well done, thou good and faithful servant” (Mt. 25:21,
23; Lu. 19:17). We must work while it is day. We must reach
unsaved men with the gospel to the ends of the earth while we
can.

When the literal interpretation of prophecy was restored in the
19th century after a long period of dormancy, it produced
spiritual revival and great light on the times. It produced an
emphasis on holy, separated Christian living and a vision for
world evangelism. The literal interpretation of prophecy was
at the heart of the Bible conference movement of the last
quarter of the 19th century, and of the fundamentalist
movement of the first half of the 20th century, and it has been
one of the hallmarks of the fundamental Baptist movement
since the last half of the 20th century. For example, the
announcement for the American Bible and Prophecy
Conference in New York City in 1878 stated, “The precious
doctrine of Christ’s personal appearing has, we are constrained
to believe, long lain under such neglect and misapprehension.
So vital indeed is this truth represented to be that the denial of
it is pointed out as one of the conspicuous signs of the apostasy
of the last days. ... after the long sleep of the church, the wise
are at long last rising up and trimming their lamps in
preparation for the coming of the Bridegroom.” One of the
nine fundamentals published by the World Conference on
Christian Fundamentals held in Philadelphia in 1919 was “We
believe in ‘that blessed hope,’ the personal, premillennial, and
imminent return of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.” Prior
to this, most churches and denominations in America

(including Northern and Southern Baptists) preached
amillennialism or post-millennialism. There was no
expectation of an imminent return of Christ. There was no
expectation of the return of Israel to the land. Fundamentalist
leader William B. Riley said that when he graduated from
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary in 1888, there was no
premillennial teaching in the school (William Trollinger,
God’s Empire). When he arrived in Minneapolis in 1897 to
pastor First Baptist Church, there was only one other pastor in
the city that held to a premillennial faith (Trollinger, p. 84).

In his history of the downfall of the Conservative Baptists,
Richard Clearwaters emphasized the importance of the Pre-
Tribulation Rapture several times. He showed that one of the
principles of both theological modernism and New
Evangelicalism is the denial of the imminency of the return of
Christ and a replacement of a concentrated focus on the Great
Commission of world evangelism with a kingdom building
emphasis. Clearwaters observed that one of the elements of
the downgrade was “a more tolerant attitude toward varying
views of eschatology.” In 1956, he wrote, “Students have gone
from Northwestern [founded by W.B. Riley and Pre-Trib from
its inception] and other similar schools to these schools [Fuller
Seminary and Denver Conservative Baptist Seminary] with a
simple faith in the Word of God about the Rapture of the
Church and the Second Coming only to later come to me
disturbed, not knowing whether they were now looking for the
Christ to rapture His Church or for Anti-Christ; whether the
‘blessed hope’ of the church was half or all of the Tribulation;
whether Christ was coming with His Church or for His
Church” (The Great Conservative Baptist Compromise,
chapter 3, “The Bible, the Unchanging Evangelical,” p. 48).

Pre-Wrath?

What about the pre-wrath position that says believers will not
be raptured until part way through the Tribulation?

The “pre-wrath” doctrine says that the Rapture occurs in the
midst of Daniel’s 70th Week. It is based on the view that the
church is to be kept from God’s wrath and the wrath is limited
to the last half of the seven-year Tribulation, beginning when
the Antichrist sets himself up in the Jewish temple as God.

I believe this position is wrong for three reasons, chiefly.

First, the doctrine of the imminency of the Rapture refutes this
view. See Mt. 24:42, 44; 25:13; Mr. 13:32-37; Ro. 13:12; Php.
3:20; 4:5; 1 Th. 1:9-10; 5:4-9; Tit. 2:12-13; Jas. 5:8-9; 1 Pe.
4:7. If the church age believer is not taken away until part way
through Daniel’s 70th Week, he would know the time of the
Rapture precisely, almost to the day, because he would see the
events unfold during the first half of Daniel’s 70th week. He
would see the Antichrist come on the scene with his peace
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program. He would see the “Middle East problem” seeming
solved and the building of the Third Temple. He would see the
Two Witnesses preaching in Jerusalem. He would see the
judgments of Revelation 6, etc.

Second, we do not accept the view that only the last seven
judgments are the wrath of God. It’s true that the seven last
plagues are called “the wrath of God” (Re. 15:1; 16:1). But
the wrath of God is also mentioned in Revelation 6:16-17 at
the beginning of the Tribulation. The fact is that the entire
period of Daniel’s 70th Week is the wrath of God, each part
growing in intensity. The seal judgments affect a fourth of the
world (Re. 6:8). The trumpet judgments affect a third of the
earth (Re. 8:7-11; 9:15). The vial judgments affect the entire
world (Re. 16:2, 3, 4, 8, 10, 14, 20). But all are outpourings
of God’s wrath on impenitent men.

Third, the entire period of Daniel’s 70th Week pertains to Israel
and not to the church. As we have seen, the church is not seen
on earth after Revelation 3. Everything described on earth in
Revelation 6-18 pertains to the Gentile nations and Israel. The
“pre-wrath” position does not make a proper and consistent
distinction between Israel and the church.

(An excellent critique of Marv Rosenthal’s pre-wrath doctrine
is “Pre-wrath Confusion” by George Zeller,
http://www.middletownbiblechurch.org/proph/prewrath.htm.)

What about 2 Thessalonians 2?

Some use this passage as a proof text to support the position
that the Rapture of church age saints occurs after the
appearance of the Antichrist, but it teaches the opposite.

If Paul is saying in 2 Thessalonians 2 that the Rapture will
occur after the revelation of the Antichrist, then he is
contradicting what he taught in the first epistle to the
Thessalonians.

Paul had taught the Thessalonians a lot about Bible prophecy
in general and about the Rapture in particular. Every chapter
of 1 Thessalonians mentions the coming of Christ. 1
Thessalonians contains the greatest teaching on the Rapture in
the Bible (1 Th. 4:13-18). Paul used this doctrine to comfort
the believers (“wherefore comfort one another with these
words,” 1 Th. 4:18). The Rapture would not be a comfort if it
occurred after the coming of the Antichrist and the judgments
described in Revelation. Paul had taught them that the coming
of the Lord for them is to be expected at any time; it is
imminent (1 Th. 1:10). He taught them that they were waiting
on the coming of the Lord Himself, not the Antichrist. He
taught them that they would not be overtaken by the
destruction and darkness and wrath that will come upon the
world at the day of the Lord (1 Th. 5:1-9).

Sometime after they had received the teaching of 1
Thessalonians, the saints at Thessalonica had been shaken by
false teaching that the day of Christ was at hand or already
present. In 2 Th. 2:2, “at hand” means present. The Greek
word, “enistemi,” is usually translated “present” (Ro. 8:38; 1
Co. 3:22; 7:26; Ga. 1:4; He. 9:9).

We believe that the solution to the apparent contradiction
between what Paul taught about the Rapture in 1 Thessalonians
and about the “day of Christ” in 2 Thessalonians is to
understand that the “day of Christ” here refers not to the
Rapture, but to “the day of the Lord” that Paul warned about
in 1 Th. 5:2-9 and described as destruction and darkness and
wrath. If we read 2 Th. 2:3 as follows, there are no
contradictions: “Let no man deceive you by any means: for
that day [the day of the Lord] shall not come, except there
come a falling away first, and that man of sin be revealed, the
son of perdition.”

2 Thessalonians 2 was specifically written so that the believers
would not be shaken in mind and troubled by the false teaching
that the day of Christ had already happened. In some places,
“at hand” means imminent,” but here, it means present. As we
have seen, the Greek word here, “enistemi,” is usually
translated “present” (Ro. 8:38; 1 Co. 3:22; 7:26; Ga. 1:4; He.
9:9). (On the other hand, in Philippians 4:5; 1 Peter 4:7; and
Revelation 1:3, “at hand” is translated from “eggus,” meaning
near, imminent.) The comfort is the fact that we will be
gathered unto Christ before the wrath and darkness come. This
is the believer’s Blessed Hope. We are looking for the coming
of Christ, not the coming of the Antichrist. What comfort
would there be in teaching that we are waiting for the
Antichrist? That would be a strange type of comfort! It would
have the effect of doing the very thing that Paul was wanting
to correct, that is to trouble and shake the mind. “A crucial
question arises in verse 1 concerning the small word which
Paul uses: ‘concerning’ (Greek ‘huper’). The problem is
whether he is beseeching the saints ‘about’ the coming of our
Lord or ‘by’ the coming of our Lord. If the first is the meaning,
then the passage seems to teach that the Rapture and the Day
of the Lord are one and the same event, since the following
verses clearly deal with the Day of the Lord. If the second is
the meaning, then Paul is appealing to them on the basis of the
prior Rapture, that they should not think they were in the Day
of the Lord. The question is debatable. We agree with William
Kelly when he adopts the second view: ‘The comfort of the
Lord's coming is employed as a motive and means for
counteracting the uneasiness created by the false presentation
that the day (of the Lord) was there.’ We understand Paul to
be saying, ‘I appeal to you on the basis of the Rapture that you
should not fear that you are in the Day of the Lord. The Rapture
must take place first. You will be taken home to heaven at that
time and will thus escape the horrors of the Day of the Lord”
(Believer’s Bible Commentary).



W A Y O F L I F E L I T E R A T U R E

1 Timothy 6:20,21 13

The “falling away” is the final apostasy that accompanies the
revelation of the Antichrist. It is not merely the widespread
apostasy of the end of the church age as described in 2 Timothy
2-3; it is the complete apostasy of the revelation of the religion
of Revelation 17 which is associated with the rise of the
Antichrist. After the Rapture, there will be no born again
churches on earth, only unregenerate Christians in all of the
denominations, and they will be swept up in accepting the
Antichrist.

Speculative Prophecy

There are dozens of ministries that focus almost exclusively
on prophecy. They are keen Middle East watchers; they delve
into the New Age; they find signs in the heavens; they
speculate about the mark of the Beast and keep track of
computer technology.

I call this speculative prophecy.

Sometimes they set dates. A prominent example is Harold
Camping, founder of Family Radio. He set dates for the Lord’s
return in 1988, 1994, and 2011. Finally in 2012, not long
before he died, he repented of his dating-setting schemes. But
by then he had confused a lot of people!

More often, they are “semi-date setters” in that they come near
to setting a date.

For example, in 1999, Jack Van Impe published a video
entitled A.D.2000--The End? Note the question mark. Though
Van Impe didn’t say for sure that the Lord would return in
2000, he came very close.

In 2015, Tom Horn published Zenith 2016, in which he
presents his case that the Antichrist “might” appear in 2016.

This type of thing is unscriptural and wrong, but it tends to sell
materials and draw a lot of traffic to blogs.

There are some fundamental biblical reasons why I know that
all date setters and semi-date setters are wrong and not worth
listening to.

First, Christ said that no man knows the day of His return
(Mt. 24:36; Mark 13:32). If it is not possible to know the day
of Christ’s return, then it is not possible to know the time of
the Antichrist’s appearance, since Christ’s return can be
prophetically dated from events in the Antichrist’s ministry.

Second, the Rapture is imminent, meaning that it is always
at hand but its exact time cannot be known (Mt. 24:42, 44;
25:13; Mr. 13:32-37; Ro. 13:12; Php. 3:20; 4:5; 1 Th. 1:9-10;
5:4-9; Tit. 2:12-13; Jas. 5:8-9; 1 Pe. 4:7.). The apostle Paul

instructed the church at Thessalonica that they did not need to
heed signs and times, because the New Testament believer has
been promised redemption from the “day of darkness” that
shall overcome the whole world (1 Th. 5:1-9). The New
Testament believer is not waiting for the Antichrist, but for
Christ Himself. The imminency of Christ’s return for the
church-age believer means that we will not and cannot know
the day, the week, the year, or even the decade. If we could
know any of that, Christ’s return would not be imminent.

Third, the Bible says that “he who now letteth will let, until
he be taken out of the way” (2 Th. 2:7). The context is the
devil’s mystery of iniquity program to put the Antichrist on
the throne of the world, and the One who restrains this program
is God the Holy Spirit. Paul is saying that the Spirit of God
will restrain the forces of evil until He is ready to allow the
final events to proceed to fulfillment. The times are always in
God’s hands (Da. 2:21).

2 Thessalonians 2:7 has some wonderful implications. For one,
regardless of how brightly the prophetic signs glow, we can
never know when the church age will end and Daniel’s
Seventieth Week will begin. Another implication of 2
Thessalonians 2:7 is that God’s people need never fret about
the times (Psalm 37:1-4).

Fourth, Jesus taught His people to focus on the Great
Commission, not on speculative prophecy (Acts 1:6-8).
Christ’s words here don’t mean that the study of prophecy is
without value. In fact, a large part of Scripture consists of
prophecy, and it has great value. It is a great light and motivator
in the Christian life. But Acts 1:6-8 is a warning that constant
speculation about the “times and seasons” is the wrong
emphasis, at best.

These biblical truths have helped me immensely through the
years. Not only have they enabled me to reject every date
setter, even the vaguest, but also to avoid being swept up in
various hysterias, such as Y2K.

In October 11, 1998, I published “Y2K Hysteria,” stating,

“There should be no hysteria about this. I have no survivalist
plans. I do not plan to pull my money out of the bank or
stockpile food and water. I do not believe planes will fall out
of the sky or the electric grid will fail or the water system will
cease to flow or the banking system will collapse or the
military will dissolve into confusion. I would not be afraid to
be on a commercial flight at midnight on December 31. ...
Many of those who are sounding the Y2K hysteria are the
same scaremongers, the same prophetic speculators, the
same ‘Chicken Little’ crowd that have been proven wrong
many times before.”

I made that statement on the basis of the aforementioned
biblical truths.
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A right understanding of Bible prophecy and the Pre-tribula-
tion Rapture is why I don’t join the prepper movement and
build an armored escape den and store up food and weapons.

The Lord’s Great Commission of Matthew 28:18-20 is in force
until the Rapture. We aren’t looking for the antichrist; he
pertains to Israel, not to the church. We aren’t expecting the
time of Great Tribulation; that pertains to Israel, not to the

church. It is the “time of Jacob’s trouble” (Jer. 30:7). New
Testament saints are sons of Abraham by faith (Ga. 3:7), but
they aren’t sons of Jacob (except converted Jews). Until the
Rapture, church-age saints are to keep doing what we see the
church of Antioch doing in Acts 13-14. This is the pattern until
the fulness of the Gentiles be come in and God turns His
attention, so to speak, to completing His program with Israel
according to Daniel’s 70 Week prophecy (Da. 9:24-27).

D I G G I N G I N T H E W A L L S

God commanded the prophet Ezekiel to dig in the
walls of Israel's temple and observe the evils
being done in secret by apostate religious leaders
of that day. "Then said he unto me, Son of man,
dig now in the wall ... And he said unto me, Go
in, and behold the wicked abominations that they
do here. So I went in and saw. ..." (Ezek. 8:7-10).

Ezekiel was then instructed to preach against the
errors of the leaders and to tell the people the
things he had witnessed.

"Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O
son of man. ... Then I spake unto them of the
captivity all the things that the Lord had shewed
me" (Ezek. 11:4,25).

The hour in which we live is very similar to that
of Ezekiel's day. Many of those who profess to be
the people of God are apostate. It was prophesied
in the New Testament Scriptures that such
would be the case in the closing hours of our age.
This will culminate in the brief worldwide rule of
an utterly apostate Harlot "church" (2 Tim. 3-4;
1 Tim. 4; 2 Pet. 2-3; Jude; Rev. 17).

As in Ezekiel's day much of the apostasy of our
hour is hidden from the view of the average
Christian. We intend by God's grace to "dig in
the walls" of modern ecumenism and to expose
and cry out against the things we find. In this
section we also report on secular events which
are relevant to Christians. May God give us ears
to hear, minds to understand, and hearts to obey.
Is the truth of God not worthy of defense?

BONO LOVES “THE MESSAGE”
(Friday Church News Notes, January 3,
2020, www.wayoflife.org
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - In
an interview with Jenna Bush Hager
(President George W. Bush’s daughter)
on the Today Show, rock star Bono of
the band U2, said that his favorite Bible
version, and the one he reads to his
children, is Eugene Peterson’s The
Message. He also said that his children
read “mostly mainstream books,”
including Harry Potter. He
recommended LifeLines by Martin Wroe
and Malcolm Doney, explaining, “It’s a
book about faith but it’s not strict or in
any sense sectarian or specific” (“Bono
reveals the Bible translation he reads to
his children,” Christian Post, May 21,
2019). This is Bono Christianity, and it
is the Christianity of the vast majority of
“evangelicals” today, which is why Bono
is a modern hero of the faith even though
he does not give evidence of biblical
regeneration in his beliefs and rock &
roll lifestyle. The late Eugene Peterson
was a universalist who worshiped a false
god of his own making, a promoter of
Catholic contemplative mysticism, and
this is reflected in The Message. It is not
God’s Word; it has no sense of absolute

truth and has zero convicting, sanctifying
power. It says everything and nothing.
Peterson took the Word of God and bent
it like a nose of wax. The Message is the
Bible of end-time, New Age Christianity.
Consider a couple of examples: “You’re
blessed when you’re at the end of your
rope. With less of you there is more of
God and his rule” (The Message,
Matthew 5:3). “Jesus said, You’re not
listening. Let me say it again. Unless a
person submits to this original creation--
the ‘wind hovering over the water’
creation, the invisible moving the visible,
a baptism into a new life--it’s not possible
to enter God’s kingdom” (The Message,
John 3:5).

MEGACHURCH’S BEATLES
CHRISTMAS PROGRAM (Friday
Church News Notes, January 3, 2020,
www.wayoflife.org fbns@wayoflife.org,
866-295-4143) - In the most recent
example of how a worldly love for rock
& roll makes professing Christians
absolutely nutty, Community Christian
Church of Naperville, Illinois, has put the
Christmas story to Beatles music. The
pageant is entitled “Let It Be Christmas:
The Gospel according to Matthew, Mark,
Luke, John, Paul, George and Ringo”
(“Beatles Music, Christmas Story,”
Religion News Service, Dec. 18, 2019).
It was advertised as a “magical mystery
tour through the gospels to tell the
greatest story of all time, with the greatest
music of all time!” The nine shows at the
multi-campus church played to sold out
crowds. Beatles songs used in the
performance include “All My Loving,”
“From Me to You,” “We Can Work It
Out,” “Taxman,” and “Love Me Do.” The
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Trinity is blasphemously depicted as an
Engineer, a Carpenter, and a Blackbird
(the latter is the title of a Beatles’ song).
When Mary is informed that she will be
the mother of Christ, she dances with the
Blackbird. This is the vilest apostasy. The
Beatles have done more to further the
devil’s program in these last days than
any other group. They were doubtless
controlled by demons as they captured
the affection of an entire generation with
their “magical mystery” music and
carried millions of young people along
on their journey to moral relativism, free
sex, unisex, eastern religion, atheism,
drug abuse, and rebellion against
established order. In his 1965 book, A
Spaniard in the Works, John Lennon
called Jesus Christ many wicked things
that we cannot repeat and he blasphemed
the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. In the
song “God” (1970), Lennon sang: “I
don’t believe in Bible. I don’t believe in
Jesus. I just believe in me, Yoko and me,
that’s reality.” Lennon’s extremely
popular song “Imagine” (1971) promotes
atheism and a global New Age unity. The
lyrics say: “Imagine there’s no heaven …
No hell below us, above us only sky …
no religion too/ You may say I’m a
dreamer, but I’m not the only one/ I hope
some day you’ll join us, and the world
will live as one.” How many millions of
people throughout the world have
followed John Lennon in this delusive
dream? Death will prove that this
“dream” is actually the most horrible
nightmare imaginable. George Harrison
was a Hindu to the day of his death and
led many into this pagan darkness. As of
April 2009, the two surviving Beatles
headlined a benefit concert to promote
Transcendental Meditation (TM) among
children. “And have no fellowship with

the unfruitful works of darkness, but
rather reprove them” (Ephesians 5:11).

HILLSONG CLAIMS OVER 20
D E N O M I N A T I O N S
REPRESENTED AT ITS ANNUAL
CONFERENCE (Friday Church News
Notes, January 3, 2020,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - In
the advertisement for its 2020
conference, Hillsong Australia claims
that over 20 denominations are
represented at its annual conferences,
including Anglican, Apostolic, Baptist,
Brethren, Catholic, Church of Christ,
Assemblies of God, Foursquare,
Lutheran, Methodist, Presbyterian,
Seventh day Adventist, and Uniting.
Latter Rain ecumenism is a major
Hillsong theme, one of the most
prominent producers of contemporary
worship music. The goal is to unite “the
greater church” for the expected “latter
rain” miracle revival outpouring. This is
a heresy nowhere taught in Scripture.
New Testament prophecies of the end of
the church age describe terrible apostasy,
not revival. See 2 Timothy 3:1-5; 4:3-4,
for example. The “signs and wonders”
that are described for the end of the age
are not true apostolic signs as per 2
Corinthians 12:12. Rather, they are false
signs. See Matthew 24:24; 2
Thessalonians 2:9. Hillsong’s “signs” are
such things as gibberish tongues, failed
prophecies, spirit slaying, holy laughter,
shakings, electric shocks, word-faith
confessions, and failed healings, none of
which do we see in the ministry of Jesus,
Paul, Peter, James, John, or Jude.
Hillsong’s annual conferences are party
extravaganzas that breathe of
worldliness rather than biblical holiness

and the fear of God. Take away their
rock & roll, and there would be nothing
left. In 2020, Hillsong Australia’s
conference is scheduled for the Qudos
Bank Arena, the largest entertainment
arena in Australia. “For the time will
come when they will not endure sound
doctrine; but after their own lusts shall
they heap to themselves teachers, having
itching ears; And they shall turn away
their ears from the truth, and shall be
turned unto fables” (2 Timothy 4:3-4).
(For more about Hillsong, see “Darlene
Zschech and Hillsong” in the Directory
of Contemporary Worship Musicians,
available as a free eBook at
www.wayoflife.org.)

CHRISTIANITY TODAY EDITOR
CALLING FOR TRUMP’S
IMPEACHMENT CALLED GOD A
“DIVINE DRAMA QUEEN” (Friday
Church News Notes, January 3, 2020,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from
“Christianity Today Editor-in-Chief,”
worldviewweekend.com, Dec. 20, 2019:
“My late friend Vic often referred to
Christianity Today as ‘Christianity
Astray.’ Indeed it is. ... The Christianity
Today article [by editor-in-chief Mark
Galli] has also been the topic on almost
all liberal news outlets such as CNN. ...
what most Americans and Christians
may not know is that back in 2010 Mark
Galli wrote what can only be described
as heretical and blasphemous. While the
article was removed by Christianity
Today, the place holding of the article
page still exists along with a note by
Galli stating that the article has been
removed because apparently most
Christians have missed the point of his
blasphemous article. ... My friend T.A.
McMahon wrote an article about Galli’s
blaspheming of God on August 1, 2010
... All of this leads us to Christianity
Today's senior managing editor, Mark
Galli, and his article of July 15, 2010,
titled ‘Divine Drama Queen,’ which is
his characterization of the God of the
Bible. ... What Galli has written is CT’s
latest installment of corrupting the faith,

hyyp://www.wayoflife.org
mailto:fbns@wayoflife.org
hyyp://www.wayoflife.org
mailto:fbns@wayoflife.org


W A Y O F L I F E L I T E R A T U R E

16 1 Timothy 6:20,21

generated from decades of undermining
the Word of God and distorting the God
of the Bible. ... Gallie: ‘I like a tranquil,
even-keeled, self-controlled God. A God
who doesn't fly off the handle at the least
provocation. A God who lives one step
above the fray. A God who has that
British stiff upper lip even when disaster
is looming. When I read my Bible,
though, I keep running into a different
God, and I’m not pleased. This God says
he “hates” sin. Well, he usually yells it.
Read the prophets. It’s just one harangue
after another, all in loud decibels. And
when the shouting is over, then comes the
pouting. ... Take his conversation with
Hosea. ... This God is like the volatile
Italian woman who, upon discovering her
husband’s unfaithfulness, yells and
throws dishes, refuses to sleep in the
same bed, and doesn’t speak to him for
40 days and 40 nights. ... We may think
this a crude depiction, except that Jesus—
God with us—seems to suffer the same
emotional imbalance. He rants about
Pharisees and Scribes—or “snakes” and
“hypocrites,” as he calls them. So upset
is he over sacrilege in the Temple, he
overturns tables and drives people out
with a whip. ... This God knows nothing
about being a non-anxious presence. This
is a very anxious God, indeed. ... I’d
rather have a God who takes sin in stride.
Why can’t he relax and recognize that to
err is human. I mean, you don’t find us
flawed humans freaking out about one
another’s sins. You don’t see us wrathful,
indignant, and pouting. Why can’t God
almighty just chill out and realize we’re
just human? ... It’s that little phrase,
“we’re just human,” that may be the rub
with God. Sin seems to be a big deal to
God because apparently we’re a big deal
to him. ... I much prefer reasonable

religion with reasonable expectations,
and a God who doesn’t get bent out of
shape every time his people trip up. But
then again, I don't love as God loves. Not
God. Not others. Not myself.’ T.A.
McMahon: ‘So, are we to suppose that
Galli was just trying to get our attention
with his blasphemies for effect? Did we
misunderstand Galli’s “literary
cleverness”? No. What he paraded
before us was a mockery of God akin to
what Jesus suffered from those who
gathered to watch Him being crucified
and to what every God-hating humanist
has since voiced.’”

DINOSAUR HEAT EXCHANGER
(Friday Church News Notes, January 3,
2020, www.wayoflife.org
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is from
creationmoments.com, November 26,
2019: “Large dinosaurs could
conceivably have had a heat problem. If
they were able to generate their own
body temperature, like birds and
mammals, then the larger the size, the
greater the volume to surface area ratio.
This would lead to a greater retention of
heat. How would large dinosaurs have
been able to cope with such a situation?
A lot of research on the subject of
dinosaurs has been hampered by
researchers’ general assumptions on the
supposed evolution of the creature that
they are studying. This is despite the fact
that there is no scientific evidence for
such evolution. So it is exciting to come
across some research that does not
require evolutionary beliefs to make
sense. Such research was carried out by
Ohio University scientists into an
ankylosaur, named euoplocephalus. This
dinosaur fossil--about the size of a large
rhino--had a highly convoluted nasal
passage. Computer modeling has
suggested that this extended passage
would lead to veins being close to a lot
of incoming air. The air would cool the
blood, before it is transported to the
brain, and the blood would warm the air
before it hit the lungs. Thus there would
be a pretty efficient heat exchange in the
animal’s nostrils. The one flaw in the

research was when one scientist
suggested that nature was finding a
solution to a problem. Nature is not alive,
and does not find solutions. This system
speaks volumes about God’s wonderful
design. Ref: Ohio University. ‘Huge
armored dinosaurs battled overheating
with nasal air-conditioning: Researchers
use 3D computer modeling to simulate
heat exchange in dinosaurs,’
ScienceDaily, 19 December 2018.”

UK JUDGE RULES THAT WOMAN
“NOT WORTHY OF RESPECT”
FOR SAYING MEN CANNOT BE
WOMEN (Friday Church News Notes,
January 10, 2020, www.wayoflife.org
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from “Woman
‘not worthy of respect,’” The Christian
Post, Dec. 19, 2019: “A woman who was
ousted from her job for writing on Twitter
that men who identify as transgender are
not women has lost her case before an
employment tribunal that said her views
are ‘not worthy of respect.’ In a highly
anticipated ruling, an employment
tribunal decided that Maya Forstater,
formerly a senior researcher at the
London office of the think-tank Centre
for Global Development, was not fired
without just cause. Forstater was fired
from her job earlier this year for tweeting
on her personal account that ‘men cannot
change into women.’ She was also critical
of a decision to place a convicted
pedophile and rapist who goes by the
name Karen White--a biological male
formerly known as Stephen Wood--in a
women’s-only prison because he claimed
to identify as female and subsequently
sexually assaulted female inmates. Judge
James Tayler wrote in the 26-
page ruling Wednesday, ‘I conclude from
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... the totality of the evidence, that
[Forstater] is absolutist in her view of
sex and it is a core component of her
belief that she will refer to a person by
the sex she considered appropriate even
if it violates their dignity and/or creates
an intimidating, hostile, degrading,
humiliating or offensive environment.
The approach is not worthy of respect in
a democratic society.’ Forstater and
many others were stunned at the result.
That stating basic biological facts were
upheld as legitimate grounds to be fired.
... Voicing her support for Forstater, J.K.
Rowling, author of the Harry Potter
series, tweeted Thursday: ‘Dress
however you please. Call yourself
whatever you like. Sleep with any
consenting adult who’ll have you. Live
your best life in peace and security. But
force women out of their jobs for stating
that sex is real? #IStandWithMaya
#ThisIsNotADrill.’ ... Commenting
Thursday on his blog at The American
Conservative, author Rod Dreher noted
that the decision is indicative of political
efforts in the U.K. ‘This is exactly what
LGBT activists want here in the U.S:
people like Maya Forstater--who doesn’t
appear to be any kind of conservative,
but rather a feminist--to be fired and
silence[d]. What is it going to take to
wake people up? This is a totalitarian
movement. It honest to God is. It has
colonized the minds of the liberal
establishment,’ he said.”

SPEECH NAZIS TRY TO FORCE
ROWLING TO APOLOGIZE (Friday
Church News Notes, January 10, 2020,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from
“GLADD Tried to Force JK Rowling to
Apologize for ‘Transphobic’
Comments,” The Daily Wire, Dec. 23,

2019: “Last week, The Daily Wire
reported that author J.K. Rowling was
smeared as a “transphobe” and
threatened with being “cancelled”
because she spoke out in support of
researcher Maya Forstater, who was
fired from her job with the Centre for
Global Development for saying that
while transgender individuals can
change their outward appearance, male-
to-female transgenders remain male and
can never be, biologically, ‘women.’ ...
Forstater’s case is particularly egregious.
Not only was she terminated from her
position for articulating scientific facts,
but when she brought a case against her
former employer to a tribunal in the
U.K., which found not just that CGD was
justified in firing Forstater, but that
Forstater’s basic beliefs--that men can
never become biological women--was
harmful, even if Forstater was simply
saying what she believed. ‘Paying due
regard to the qualified right to freedom
of expression, people cannot expect to
be protected if their core belief involves
violating others’ dignity,’ the court said.
Forstater’s ‘absolutist’ views on the
subject of gender were actually violent,
the court found, and her opinion ‘violates
their dignity and/or creates an
intimidating, hostile, degrading,
humiliating or offensive environment.’
Rowling met with a torrent of abuse for
her statement, with LGBTQ+ activists
and their allies across the spectrum,
threatening Rowling’s livelihood, and
demanding that she apologize and admit
that she was in error when she spoke out
in support of someone who merely
acknowledges biological and genetic
reality. ... On Friday, the pro-LGBTQ
rights group GLADD put out a statement
blasting Rowling and challenging her to
meet with transgender activists and
cherry-picked scientists in order to
expand her worldview. In other words,
Rowling should submit to indoctrination
and bullying until she agrees that male-
to-female transgender individuals are,
indeed, women. ... Rowling herself
ignored them. Her representatives
declined GLAAD’s offer of re-
education.”

CATHOLIC BISHOPS PROCLAIM
HOMOSEXUALITY “NORMAL”
(Friday Church News Notes, January 10,
2020, www.wayoflife.org
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The Catholic bishops of Germany have
proclaimed that homosexuality is “a
normal form of sexual predisposition”
and it should not be changed. On
December 5, the German Bishops’
Conference announced the findings of
its Commission for Marriage and
Family, which included “bishops,
sexologists, moral theologians, dogmatic
theologians, and canon lawyers.” The
only thing missing was the born again
theologians who believe the Bible. The
press release said, “There was also
agreement that the sexual preference of
man expresses itself in puberty and
assumes a hetero- or homosexual
orientation. Both belong to the normal
forms of sexual predisposition, which
cannot or should not be changed with the
help of a specific socialization. .... [For
this reason] any form of discrimination
of those persons with a homosexual
orientation has to be rejected.” This
contradicts the 1992 Catechism of the
Catholic Church, which states that
homosexual acts are “intrinsically
disordered” and “contrary to the natural
law” (CCC 2357). The Bible condemns
not only homosexual acts, but also
homosexual lusts. Romans 1:24-27
describes same-sex “lusts” and
“affections” and “burning in lusts” as
unclean before God.

MOTHER REFUSES PRESSURE
TO ABORT DOWN’S BABY (Friday
Church News Notes, January 10, 2020,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
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The following is excerpted from
“Mother offered full-term abortion
because her son had Down’s syndrome,”
Right to Life UK, Dec. 24, 2019: “A
mother has opened up about the
consistent pressure she received from
doctors to abort her baby son, even at
full-term, just because he has Down’s
syndrome. Cheryl Bilsborrow wanted to
speak out after figures published last
week revealed that the number of babies
born with Down’s syndrome has
dropped by 30% in NHS hospitals that
have introduced new non-invasive
prenatal tests. Speaking to The Sun about
her experience, the clinical reflexologist
said: ‘These tests and the scary, negative
way in which the results are currently
framed are leading pregnant women to
abort their much-wanted babies. My
two-year-old son Hector is the most
wonderful baby. He’s got beautiful white
hair and blue eyes, and he is always
smiling and laughing, blowing kisses and
coming for hugs. But when I was
pregnant I was made to feel like his life
would have no value and that I should
abort him. Why? Because he has Down’s
Syndrome.’ ... Cheryl was 43 years old
when she fell pregnant with her fourth
child. Because of her age, she was
encouraged by doctors to have a
screening test for Down’s syndrome. ...
Cheryl said that from the start the
doctors’ perception of the condition was
negative and that she was encouraged to
have an abortion every time she had a
midwife appointment. ‘There was no
offer of counselling, no discussion about
how my life might be enhanced by this
baby. Abort and get rid seemed to be the
only answer.’ ... ‘Even, at 38 weeks,
when I went for a scan, the sonographer
said: You do know we abort babies full

term with Down’s syndrome… The
message came loud and clear: babies
with Down’s were of no value. Now,
having had Hector, I know there was
nothing to be frightened of ... It breaks
my heart to think that so many babies,
like [him], could be robbed of their
chance to live happy lives.”

CHILDREN AND SEXTING (Friday
Church News Notes, January 10, 2020,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - A
study by the parenting app Jiminy
published this month found that 15% of
8-year-old girls with smartphones are
exposed to sexting, 24% by age 10, 37%
by age 13, and 44% by age 16. Nearly
25% of 13-year-old children either
requested or were asked to send nude
photos of themselves (blog.jiminy.me).
The report warned, “Sexting is quickly
becoming a normative form of sexual
exploration among preteens and teens.
As such, parents should expect the real
possibility that their children may be
approached by others, known or
unknown, or approach others in a

sexually explicit manner.” Of course,
biblical wisdom would teach any parent
that no child should have a smartphone,
iPad, laptop, or gaming device that has
any connection whatsoever with the
Internet. “Be not deceived: evil
communications corrupt good manners”
(1 Corinthians 15:33). “The rod and
reproof give wisdom: but a child left to
himself bringeth his mother to shame”
(Proverbs 29:15).

PRAY FOR AMERICA (Friday
Church News Notes, January 17, 2020,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -

We need to pray for America in these
evil, dangerous times. Almighty God,
who is in control of all earthly authorities,
has specifically instructed His people to
pray for their governments. Surely, we
can pray such a prayer in perfect faith that
He will answer and help us. “Except the
LORD build the house, they labour in
vain that build it: except the LORD keep
the city, the watchman waketh but in
vain” (Psalm 127:1). “I exhort therefore,
that, first of all, supplications, prayers,
intercessions, and giving of thanks, be
made for all men; For kings, and for all
that are in authority; that we may lead a
quiet and peaceable life in all godliness
and honesty” (1 Timothy 2:1-2).

LEARNING THE LANGUAGE OF
THE HUMAN NERVOUS SYSTEM
(Friday Church News Notes, January 10,
2020, www.wayoflife.org
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Scientists are trying to understand the
language of the human nervous system to
develop a new generation of medical
implants. The heart pacemaker and deep
brain stimulators for Parkinson’s disease
are examples of preliminary efforts. The
field of bioelectronics studies the
electrical signals and chemical messages
that control all of the major organs and
tissues in the body in an attempt to
interface with them to monitor health and
deliver treatments through the stimulation
of specific nerves. The problem is the
incredible complexity of the neural
network. “But neural data is incredibly
noisy and complex. The human heart
does not exist alone, its function is
affected by other factors and messages
coming from other organs, such as how
fast you’re breathing, what you’ve just
eaten and so on. To accurately decode all
this information, we need more neural
data and better interpretation techniques
so we can listen to the right words needed
to understand the language of the human
body. Scientists have turned to a form of
artificial intelligence known as machine
learning to help them do this” (“How
hacking the human heart could replace
pill popping,” BBC, Dec. 17, 2019). Note
that the human nervous system is called
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the “language of the human body,” and
it is such a complex language that the
most brilliant scientists stand in awe of
it and can only understand it in a very
rudimentary manner. For those who have
not willfully closed their eyes, this is
clear and irrefutable evidence for divine
creation and against Darwinian
evolution.

I LOVE THE PRE-TRIBULATION
RAPTURE (Friday Church News
Notes, January 17, 2020,
www.wayoflife.org fbns@wayoflife.org,
866-295-4143) - I love the Bible’s
teaching about the Pre-tribulation
Rapture. I have studied it for nearly half
a century, and have no doubt that it is a
Bible doctrine and that it is a
fundamental doctrine. It is not based on
any one verse; it is based on the totality
of the Bible’s teaching on prophecy. If
you interpret Bible prophecy in a
consistent normal-literal manner, which
is the only proper way to interpret it, you
land on the clear distinction between the
church and Israel, and you understand
the 70 Weeks of Daniel 9 and Revelation
5-18 as Israel ground, not church ground.
You understand that the doctrine of
imminency, which is clearly taught and
hugely emphasized throughout the
Epistles (e.g., Ro. 13:12; Php. 4:5; 1 Th.
1:9-10; 5:4-9; Tit. 2:13; Jas. 5:8-9; 1 Pe.
4:7; Jude 1:21; Re. 1:3), demands that

church-age saints be Raptured before
Israel’s program is brought back to the
fore. The Lord is at hand! As far as I’m
concerned, the matter is settled. I have
made the effort to look at all sides of the
issue and the Pre-tribulation Rapture has
resonated with me ever more strongly
through the years. The first Bible course
we published in the 1980s was on
prophecy. In more recent years we have
published Understanding Bible
Prophecy; The Future According to the
Bible; Jews in Fighter Jets: Israel Past,
Present, and Future; and other prophecy
studies. Dispensationalism, as a system
of theology, began in the 19th century,
but the literal interpretation of prophecy
and the imminent return of Christ and
the distinction between Israel and the
Church and the literal fulfillment of
Israel’s covenants are clear Bible
doctrines that were taught by the apostles
and believed by the early churches. The
Spirit of God restored this doctrine to
prominence in the 1800s and it impelled
a great spiritual revival of holy living and
zeal for evangelism and world missions.
The imminency of Christ’s coming has
great practical implications for Christian
living and ministry. It preaches holiness,
watchfulness, and encouragement, and
keeps a church’s focus on the Great
Commission. We are seeing great fruit
from preaching it, and I will do my best
to keep the influence of preachers who
reject the Pre-tribulation Rapture away
from our church and family. I definitely
consider it to be a separation issue.

THE IMMINENCY OF CHRIST’S
RETURN FOR CHURCH-AGE
SAINTS TEACHES THAT THE
RAPTURE PRECEDES DANIEL’S
70TH WEEK (Friday Church News
Notes, January 17, 2020,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The Bible states that the coming of the
Lord is “at hand” (Ro. 13:12; Php. 4:5;
1 Pe. 4:7). This is from eggizo, meaning
“near, approaching.” The English phrase
is a metaphor to indicate something that
is close by, at the ready, like your hand.
It is used to describe the location of

Jesus’ tomb, which was “nigh at hand”
to the place of His crucifixion (Joh.
19:42). Paul used it to describe his
imminent death (2 Ti. 4:6). The coming
of Christ for church-age saints is always
at hand; it is imminent, impending. It can
happen at any time. This teaches us that
the Rapture described in 1 Thessalonians
4 and 1 Corinthians 15 precedes Daniel’s
70th Week (Da. 9:27). If it occurred at
any time during that seven-year period,
it could not be imminent, because the
events are laid out clearly in Scripture.
It begins with the Antichrist’s seven-year
covenant with apostate Israel -- “And he
shall confirm the covenant with many
for one week.” During the first three and
a half years, the third temple will be built
(Re. 11:1-2), the preliminary judgments
will occur as described in Revelation 6
(war and famine that will destroy one-
fourth of the earth’s population, a great
earthquake, signs in the heavens), the
144,000 Jewish evangelists will preach
and produce a great harvest of souls in
the midst of terrible persecution (Re. 7),
and the two witnesses will prophesy in
Jerusalem (Re. 11:3-6). After three and
a half years, the Antichrist will break his
covenant and set up the abomination of
desolation in the temple as described by
Daniel, by Jesus, and by Paul. “... and in
the midst of the week he shall cause the
sacrifice and the oblation to cease” (Da.
9:27). See also Matthew 24:15 and 2
Thessalonians 2:3-4. After the first three
and a half years, the two witnesses will
be killed and a great earthquake will
destroy one-tenth of the city of Jerusalem
(Re. 11:7-13). The events of the last half
of Daniel’s 70th Week are described in
other places in Revelation. These include
the hail and fire that destroy one-third of
the trees and grass (Re. 8:7), the third
part of the sea turning to blood (Re.
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8:8-9), the third part of the waters
becoming Wormwood (Re. 8:10-11), the
terrible locusts from the bottomless pit
(Re. 9:1-11), the 200 million-man army
from the east whereby one-third of
mankind will be destroyed (Re. 9:13-
21), the worldwide worship of the
Antichrist and his dictatorial rule (Re.
13), the rivers and fountains turning to
blood (Re. 16:4-6), the scorching of men
with great heat (Re. 16:8-9), the darkness
(Re. 16:10-11), the destruction of the
Mystery Babylon religion (Re. 14:8;
17:16-18), the destruction of commercial
Babylon (Re. 18:5-24), Armageddon
(Re. 16:12-16). If the Rapture does not
precede Daniel’s 70th Week, it could not
be at hand, because it would be preceded
by these events and its time would be
known exactly as those events unfolded.
Church-age saints are looking for Christ,
not the Antichrist; we are looking for the
Blessed Hope, not the horrible
Tribulation. “For they themselves shew
of us what manner of entering in we had
unto you, and how ye turned to God
from idols to serve the living and true
God; and to wait for his Son from
heaven, whom he raised from the dead,
even Jesus, which delivered us from the
wrath to come. ... But ye, brethren, are
not in darkness, that that day should
overtake you as a thief. Ye are all the
children of light, and the children of the
day: we are not of the night, nor of
darkness. ... For God hath not appointed
us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Th. 1:9-10,
4-5, 9).

RABBI INTERRUPTS
NETANYAHU’S SPEECH TO CALL
FOR THE BUILDING OF THE
THIRD TEMPLE (Friday Church
News Notes, January 17, 2020,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
While speaking recently of the
importance of Israel’s presence in Judea
and Samaria, Israel’s Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu was interrupted by
Rabbi Yehuda Glick to call for the
building of the Third Temple. At the
Kohelet Policy Forum on January 8,

Netanyahu said, “If Israel is not present
on the hills of Judea and Samaria,
Islamists will take over instead.” Rabbi
Yehudu Glick immediately yelled,
“Same with the Temple Mount!”
(“Rabbi Glick,” Breaking Israel News,
Jan. 8, 2020). Glick told the media
afterward that they must keep the idea of
the Third Temple alive. “You have to
keep saying it. If you don’t say it, you’ll
forget it.” Glick, a member of
Netanyahu’s Likud party, survived an
attempted assassination in 2014 when he
was shot four times in the chest by
Muslim terrorist Mutaz Hijazi. Hijazi, a
member of the Islamic Jihad who had
spent 11 years in Israeli prisons, was
killed four days later in a shoot out with
Israeli police. Glick is the author of Arise
and Ascend, a guidebook for Jewish
visitors to the Temple Mount. He is
associated with the Temple Mount
Faithful, which is one of the
organizations preparing to build the next
temple. In an interview in 2015, Rabbi
Yisrael Ariel, head of the Temple
Institute, said that all of the materials for
the operation of the temple are “all ready
in crates in the basement, so that when
we reach Jerusalem there will be trucks
that unload everything, and we can get
to work” (“Ariel’s Jerusalem,” Arutz
Sheva, May 7, 2015). In Jewish tradition,
the rebuilding of the temple is associated
with the coming of the Messiah.
According to Moshe ben Maimon
(Maimonides or Rambam) (1135-1204),
one of the highest rabbinical authorities,
any Jew of the family of David that starts
rebuilding the temple is a potential
Messiah. Maimonides was looking for a
Messiah who would rebuild the temple
“on its original site.” Other rabbis have
broadened this so that it is not

necessarily required that the temple
builder be of the lineage of David.
Shimon ben Kosiba was considered a
Messiah in the second century when he
led a revolt to recapture Jerusalem and
rebuild the temple. He was named Bar
Kokhba (“Son of the Star”) based on the
Messianic prophecy of Numbers 24:17,
and a coin was struck depicting the
temple with the ark of the covenant inside
and the Messianic star on the roof. By this
tradition, it is simple to see how the
Antichrist or his false prophet will be
looked upon as the Messiah. Israeli tour
guides, though most of them are “secular
Jews” as opposed to “religious,” talk
about the coming of the Messiah from the
Mount of Olives. One told us in 2019,
“You Christians are looking for the
Messiah to come again, and we are
looking for him to come. It is a difference
of only one word. We are all looking for
him to come to the Mount of Olives.” The
Jews in Israel are primed to accept a
Messiah who comes from the Mount of
Olives and establishes peace between
Israel and her neighbors and announces
the rebuilding of the temple. The
Antichrist described in Bible prophecy
will fit this bill with perfection. Probably
he will come across to Jerusalem from
the Mount of Olives to make this point.
(For more on the Third Temple building
preparations see Jews in Fighter Jets:
Israel Past, Present, and Future,
available from Way of Life Literature,
www.wayoflife.org.)

THE HEARING EAR (Friday Church
News Notes, January 17, 2020,
www.wayoflife.org fbns@wayoflife.org,
866-295-4143) - The following is from
creationmoments.com, December 23,
2019: “The human ear has to be one of
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the most remarkable mechanisms that
you can find. The bit of the ear that we
can see is only part of the mechanism
that God created for us to hear with. The
outer ear, or pinna, is shaped in such a
way as to direct the compressions and
rarefactions of sound waves into the
ear-hole--or auditory canal. What do you
do if you can’t quite hear what is being
said? Do you cup your hand around your
outer ear? This helps collect a little more
sound, reflecting into the auditory canal.
At the inner end of this canal, there is a
layer of skin stretched across--the
timpanic membrane, or ‘eardrum.’ The
sound waves cause this to vibrate. This,
in turn, sets three tiny bones vibrating –
the smallest bones in your body known,
because of their shapes, as the hammer,
anvil and stirrup. These bones, known
collectively as ossicles, vibrate each
other in a manner which achieves two
important effects. First, the sound
entering the ear is concentrated and
amplified, and second, distracting side
sounds are reduced considerably. The
ossicles amplify sound by up to 20 times.
Finally, the stirrup vibrates the
secondary timpanic membrane--another
layer of thin skin--which, in turn, affects
the vestibulocochlear nerve which
transmits the messages to the brain.
Evolutionists believe that the ossicles
evolved from the reptilian jaw bones.
Yet, everything in the ear works together
so well that it is an obvious example of
high level design. Ref: Encyclopedia
Britannica, britannica.com/science/ear.”

FREEDOM OF RELIGION
COMMUNIST CHINA STYLE
(Friday Church News Notes, January 24,
2020, www.wayoflife.org
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -

The following is excerpted from “Pastor
Imprisoned for Nine Years,” The Stream,
Dec. 30, 2019: “A Chinese court
sentenced a pastor to prison for nine
years Monday after the pastor called the
Chinese Communist Party ‘morally
incompatible with the Christian faith.’
The court sentenced 46-year-old Pastor
Wang Yi, who led Early Rain Covenant
Church in the Chinese city of Chengdu,
for incitement of subversion of state
power and for illegal business
operations, according to The Wall Street
Journal. The Chinese government often
uses those charges against religious
leaders and against those who disagree
politically with the government,
according to the WSJ. Wang wrote a
2018 essay titled ‘Meditations on the
Religious War’ in which he wrote that
the ideology of the Chinese Communist
Party is ‘morally incompatible with the
Christian faith and with all those who
uphold freedom of the mind and
thought.’ Wang’s church had been one
of the most politically active churches in
China for years, holding a service every
year commemorating the 1989 massacre
at Tiananmen Square, even though the
government severely restricts the
observance of this massacre,
the WSJ reports. But the church was
closed in 2018 as the Chinese
government cracked down on religious
houses of worship.”

U.S. LEADS WORLD IN SINGLE-
PARENT HOMES (Friday Church
News Notes, January 24, 2020,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from
“National Tragedy,” Christian
Headlines, Dec. 17 2019: “A new study
showing the United States has the
world’s highest rate of children living in
single-parent households is being called
a ‘national tragedy’ by one sociologist.
The Pew Research Center study of 130
countries and territories shows that 23
percent of U.S. children under the age of
18 live with one parent and no other
adults--more than three times the global
average of 7 percent. ... Children in

European countries are generally more
likely to live in single-parent homes than
those in Asia, but still less likely than
children in the U.S. The percentages for
the United Kingdom (21 percent),
France (16 percent) and Germany (12
percent) are all lower than the U.S.”
CONCLUDING NOTE: The breakup
of the American home is a product of the
pop/hip-hop culture with its me first
philosophy, no-fault divorce, and the
welfare state, among other things. The
most fundamental cause is the apostasy
of America’s churches. Even the most
“fundamentalist” typically are not
building strong Christian homes through
producing fathers who are the spiritual
heads, mothers who are keepers, and
children who are properly disciplined
and discipled. (For more on this see
Keeping the Kids: How to Keep the
Children from Falling Prey to the World
and The Discipling Church: The Church
That Will Stand until Jesus Comes,
available from www.wayoflife.org.)

SECOND TEMPLE ERA
MARKETPLACE UNCOVERED IN
JERUSALEM (Friday Church News
Notes, January 24, 2020,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following report describes the latest
in a long series of archaeological
discoveries confirming the accuracy of
biblical history. While archaeology
cannot prove that Jesus was born of a
virgin or that He walked on the water or
that His death was an atonement for sin
or that He rose bodily from the dead, it
can demonstrate that the Bible’s history
is accurate and can thus give confidence
that whatever the Bible says is true. The
following is excerpted from “Second
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Temple era marketplace,” The Jerusalem
Post, Jan. 6, 2020:  “A rare tabletop used
for measuring liquids is among the finds
uncovered by archaeologists at a site
they believe may have been the location
of a major town square en route to the
Second Temple 2,000 years ago.
Excavations in the City of David
National Park by the Israel Antiquities
Authority have brought to light dozens
of stone measurement weights of various
sizes, in addition to the tabletop,
indicating that the site was once a
bustling marketplace in what was known
as Jerusalem’s lower city. ... The agora
(market) appears to have served as a
focal point of trade and commerce along
the Pilgrimage Road in Jerusalem, as
well as housing the offices of the
‘Agoranomos,’ the official in charge of
regulating weights and measurements in
the city. The key find is a section of a
‘standard volume’ table featuring two
deep cavities, each with a drain hole at
the bottom. The hole could easily be
plugged, the cavity filled to the brim
giving a standard volume, and the plug
then removed to allow the liquid to drain
into a container, said Prof. Ronny Reich,
who is researching the find. ...
Meanwhile, Nahshon Szanton, Moran
Hagbi and Meidad Shor of the Israel
Antiquities Authority, who directed the
excavations along the Pilgrimage Road,
have uncovered a large open paved area
on the street that led up to the Second
Temple. The area appears to have served
as the main square of the lower city,
which would likely have attracted
tradespeople and customers alike.” (See
also “Great Archaeological Discoveries
in Israel,” Jun. 4, 2019,
www.wayoflife.org.)

M A R I J U A N A - I N D U C E D
PSYCHOSIS ON RISE AMONG
YOUNG PEOPLE (Friday Church
News Notes, January 24, 2020,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from “As
marijuana-induced psychosis rises,
parents say treatment for young people
hard to find,” USA Today, Jan. 6, 2020:
“When Garrett Rigg moved from
a ‘transitional living program’ facility
near Chicago last month into a group
home, it was a major milestone for the
27-year-old, who traveled 1,000 miles
from his home in Denver to get treatment
after a cannabis-induced psychotic break
five years ago. Rigg had to leave his
hometown because it lacked suitable
long-term treatment, according to his
mother, Connie Kabrick. The three
marijuana dispensaries at the intersection
a half block from her home are the
reason why she says he can't move
back. As marijuana increasingly
becomes legalized, parents of children
who make up the mounting cases of
cannabis-induced psychosis and other
mental illness say treatment is far less
available than the pot they say is linked
to the conditions. ... Rutgers University
opened an Adolescent Substance
Evaluation Service in July at the Robert
Wood Johnson Medical Center in New
Brunswick, New Jersey. The staff
includes fellows in child and adolescent
psychiatry who refer patients to
providers at the hospital or in the
community. Wun Jung Kim, a child
psychiatrist and professor at the Rutgers
medical school, estimates at least half of
young people come in because of
marijuana-related conditions. ... [He
says,] ‘I don’t think society takes use of

marijuana seriously in kids.’ ... Parents
struggle to convince their young adult
children that marijuana led to or
worsened their condition. Some,
including Sharon Burns Southard, lost
the battle. Her 24-year-old son started
having ‘schizophrenic episodes’ six
months before he died by suicide in July
2018.”

AUTO COMPANIES ARE SPYING
ON YOU (Friday Church News Notes,
January 24, 2020, www.wayoflife.org
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -

The following is excerpted from
“Washington Post Hacks into Chevy,”
The Daily Wire, Dec. 26, 2019: “The
Washington Post hacked into a Chevy
Volt several days ago with the help of a
automotive technology expert to find out
just how much automakers are spying on
their owners and discovered that vehicles
are recording their owners’ every move.
The Post used a 2017 Chevy Volt for its
experiment and learned that the car
collected a wide range of highly precise
data ranging from the vehicles location
to information about the driver’s cell
phone, including call records--noting
that many vehicles copy over personal
data the moment that a smart phone is
plugged into the vehicle. ... The Post
went to Jim Mason, who has a PhD in
engineering and reconstructs car
accidents for a living by hacking into
vehicles, for help hacking into the Chevy
Volt. ... The Post found that Chevy
collected the following information:
‘There on a map was the precise location
where I’d driven to take apart the Chevy.
There were my other destinations, like
the hardware store I’d stopped at to buy
some tape. Among the trove of data
points were ... a detailed log of phone
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• Exalting the Lord Jesus Christ; His eternal perfect, and preserved Word; and the Gospel of his Grace.
(2 Peter 3:1-2, 18)

• Standing for the whole counsel of God. (Acts 20:27; Jude 3)
• Challenging Christian workers to uphold the truth and resist the apostasy of our times. (1 Timothy 6:20-21)
• Exposing the spirit of error and compromise within Christendom (Hosea 4:6a; 2 Tim. 3)
• Upholding the New Testament Church (1 Tim. 6:13-14). O Timothy is a ministry of Bethel Baptist Church of London, Ontario.
• Challenging churches to fulfill the Great Commission of world evangelism (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 13-14)
• Standing for the Received Text of the Holy Scriptures, the Authorized Version in the English Language, and sound translations of the TR

in the languages of the world. (Ps. 12:6-7)

Aim of O Timothy Magazine

calls from the previous week. There was
a long list of contacts, right down to
people’s address, emails and even
photos. For a broader view, Mason also
extracted the data from a Chevrolet
infotainment computer that I bought
used on eBay for $375. It contained
enough data to reconstruct the Upstate
New York travels and relationships of a
total stranger. We know he or she
frequently called someone listed as
Sweetie, whose photo we also have. We
could see the exact Gulf station where
they bought gas, the restaurant where
they ate (called Taste China) and the
unique identifiers for their Samsung
Galaxy Note phones.’”

“HUSBAND” OF DEMOCRAT
PRESIDENTIAL CONTENDER
WILL CALL HIMSELF “FIRST
GENTLEMAN” IF PARTNER WINS
(Friday Church News Notes, January 24,
2020, www.wayoflife.org
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from “Peter
Buttigieg’s Husband,” CNSNews, Dec.
27, 2019: “Chasten Buttigieg, the
husband of South Bend Mayor Pete
Buttigieg, currently refers to himself as
the ‘First Gent of South Bend’ on Twitter
and refers to himself as the ‘First
Gentleman’ when he discusses what he
will do if husband Pete becomes

THE BAT’S SPECIAL RADAR
DESIGN (Friday Church News Notes,
January 24, 2020, www.wayoflife.org
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is from
creationmoments.com, December 27,
2019: “If you wake up when it’s still
dark, you know how overwhelming it
can be to turn on the light. Your eyes
may even hurt at first. If you’ve had
this experience, you can understand
one of the problems that had to be
solved when radar was developed.
Basically, radar is made up of two
parts. The transmitter sends out a
powerful beam of radar waves. But the
other part of the radar system is a very
sensitive receiver that cannot stand the
powerful outgoing signal. One of the

major technical problems
to be overcome in
developing modern radar
involved sending out this
powerful signal without
overwhelming the
sensitive receiver. What
scientists finally developed
was a fast switch that turns
the sensitive receiver off

every time a radar pulse is sent out.
Bats, who have their own sonic radar,
had this problem solved from the
beginning. They have muscles in their
ears that are the receivers for the
echoes. These muscles close the ears
for split seconds when the bats are
sending out their high pitched signals.
Without this feature, the bat’s
navigational system would be useless.
How could a bat figure out that it
needed this ability and then decide to
grow the muscles and related tissue to
do the job? When one decides to say
that creatures, instead of the Creator,
have made themselves, one can end
up with some very silly conclusions!
Notes: Henson, O.W. 1971. Journal
of Physiology, v. 180. p. 871.”

president of the United States. In the
heading of his Twitter page, Chasten
Buttigieg refers to himself as follows:
‘Teacher, First Gent of South Bend,

husband to @Pete Buttigieg, doggo dad
to @firstdogssb. All things theater,
inclusion & education. Let hate sit alone.
he/him.’”
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