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Digging in the Walls: A month’s
worth of news items, republished from
Friday Church News Notes. Page 11.

“As we mature in Christ and in our
knowledge of the Scriptures and in godliness,
we are able to correct others and to be a
blessing to the church. It is a sad fact that
many who attempt to “straighten out”
perceived problems are weak in Bible
knowledge and carnal in their Christian
living, and as a result they cause more harm
than good.” Page 4.

The following is a modified edition of a letter I wrote
recently to a pastor friend in Australia to encourage

him to stand more boldly and more publicly against the
compromise of the hour that is destroying the pilgrim
separatist character of a great many churches today.

Dear pastor,

As you know, I am deeply concerned about the direction
of most Independent Baptist churches today.

One of the fountains of compromise is Paul Chappell and
Lancaster Baptist Church of Lancaster, California. Their
Independent Baptist big tent program, contemporary
music, and “lighten up” philosophy is spreading change
in a large number of churches, and the change is always

toward a looser, weaker, more contemporary direction
and away from biblical separatism. This is irrefutable.
Chappell’s own son, Matt, who started Rockhill, an out-
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and-out Christian rock “church," is a product of Paul’s
philosophy. He is not an anomaly. A large number of
Lancaster graduates are starting contemporary churches.
It cannot be denied. (See “Lancaster Baptist Church’s
Contemporary Fruit,” Way of Life Literature, Sept. 19,
2017.)

In Australia, Robert Bakss represents this unscriptural
philosophy in its maturity, as you know very well and as
I have documented in the free eBook Baptist Church on
the Slippery Slope. In forty-five years of ministry,
Bakss’ Worship Wars is the most dangerous book I have
read by an Independent Baptist pastor. It is a full-blown
defense of contemporary worship music and the use of
rock & roll. Bakss says, “The music styles that have
captured the ears of our culture today ought to be
harnessed as a powerful medium to convey Bible truths.
... Christian Rap, Heaven’s Metal, Holy Hip-Hop, and
other forms, ARE PERFECTLY ACCEPTABLE means
of communicating with the devotees of those styles.”

Worship Wars is an invitation to use the writings and
arguments of Pentecostals, ecumenists, and other
heretics, which has long been a New Evangelical
practice. It is an invitation to young people to
experiment with the world’s music. It is an
encouragement to build bridges to the one-world church
by using their music. Bakss even claims that a stance
against contemporary worship music is of the devil.

I am convinced that any church that does not plainly
denounce this error and compromise and denounce the
leaders of it and separate from them will be corrupted. It
is only a matter of time. This is taught in 1 Corinthians
15:33. “Be not deceived: evil communications corrupt
good manners.”

Recently Good Shepherd Baptist Church in Brisbane
held a leadership conference that featured men who are
well down the slippery slope. One of the speakers was
Doug Fisher. He spoke at Paul Chappell’s “Spiritual
Leadership Conference Asia" in the Philippines in
February 2018 and had Robert Bakss speak at his church
in California in October 2017. According to Amos 3:3,
Fisher is in agreement with these men’s great
compromise. Instead of publicly denouncing the
compromise, he joins hands with them in ministry.

Having had a ministry to preachers in the Philippines for
10 years, I have seen firsthand the compromise that has
spread among Independent Baptist churches there due to
the influence of Paul Chappell and others who hold his
philosophy of ministry. A large number of the Filipino
churches are already contemporary in music and
philosophy.

Other speakers at the Good Shepherd Baptist leadership
conference were Nathan Lloyd and Wayne Sehmish,
both of whom have supported Bakss in what he calls the
“worship wars.”

I am outspoken against the compromise that is
destroying the character of Independent Baptist
churches, and I am therefore “divisive.” It is, in fact, my
goal to be divisive.

I am convinced that if there is not a clear division
between those who are committed to a path of
compromise and those who love the truth, that all will
float merrily down the same river together into the broad
ocean of end-time apostasy.

The only safety is for a church to be paddling upstream
as vigorously as possible by strong biblical teaching, by
solid education on essential issues, by plain, public
denunciation of error, by earnest contention for the faith,
and by careful separation. Churches committed to the
truth should exhort and warn those who are foolishly and
carelessly floating downstream, and they must
steadfastly refuse to join hands with them.
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I am convinced that we can have churches that are
stronger today than the vast majority of those that have
existed in the past century. The theme of our conference
in the Philippines in January 2018 was “Steps to a
Stronger Church for the 21st Century.”

When I was born in 1949, the strongest churches in
America were Southern Baptist. But they were
extremely weak. They were biblically shallow,
lukewarm, worldly, spiritually careless. They were Billy
Graham churches. They had a name that they lived, but
they were dead.

When I got saved in 1973, I joined an Independent
Baptist church, because they were the strongest churches
I could find. But Independent Baptists, for the most part,
have never been as strong biblically as they should have
been. Generally speaking, they have been too hasty in
evangelism, too careless about receiving members, too
shallow in Bible knowledge, too weak in separation, too
neglectful of discipline, too infantile in discipleship. The
result is that they have dropped like flies over the past
two decades, falling prey to the contemporary
evangelical philosophy or simply dying of
powerlessness.

If the battle is to be won, we must have churches who are
unhesitating, unflinching, unquestionable voices for
Truth, and this requires strong, courageous leadership.

My message to every Independent Baptist preacher is,
“Who is on the Lord’s side?”

Let the sons of Levi gather together against Israel's
compromise.

“Then Moses stood in the gate of the camp,
and said, Who is on the LORD’s side? let him
come unto me. And all the sons of Levi
gathered themselves together unto him. And
he said unto them, Thus saith the LORD God
of Israel, Put every man his sword by his side,
and go in and out from gate to gate throughout
the camp, and slay every man his brother, and
every man his companion, and every man his
neighbour. And the children of Levi did
according to the word of Moses: and there fell
of the people that day about three thousand
men” (Exodus 32:26-28).

A BAPTIST CHURCH

A review of Robert Bakss’
WORSHIP WARS

By David Cloud

This is a review of Worship Wars: What the Bible
Says about Worship Music (2015) by Robert
Bakss, Pastor of Lighthouse Baptist Church,
Rockhampton, Queensland, Australia.

In forty-two years of ministry, Worship Wars is
the most dangerous book I have read by an
Independent Baptist pastor.

Worship Wars is a full-blown defense of
Christian rock music and is an invitation to young
people to experiment with the world’s music. In
this review we give 12 warnings against Bakss’
book.
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The following is from the July 2018 edition of The
Pastor’s Authority and the Church Member’s
Responsibility, available as a free eBook for viewing and
downloading from www.wayoflife.org.

In giving miscellaneous suggestion to church members,
we would also say that we must learn to exercise keen
spiritual discernment, distinguishing between the
important and the less important.

One Sunday morning I was talking with a man who
attended one of my Bible conferences. He had driven 100
miles, he said, because he reads my material and wanted
to hear me speak. I asked him about his home church,
and he said that he attended a church that was “formerly
Assemblies of God.” I inquired further about that, and he
admitted that it is still Pentecostal “to some degree,” that
it uses Christian rock music, and that it is engaged in
other clearly unscriptural things. When I challenged him
as to why he would be in such a church, he argued that
“every church has its issues.”

I answered him that while every church does have some
“issues,” those issues aren’t of the same weight. I told
him, for example, that Christian rock is of the world, the
flesh, and the devil, and it is a major element of the
building of the “one world apostate church,” and I would
have nothing to do with a church that uses it. And I would
never attend a church that teaches false Pentecostal
doctrine. Those are serious issues.

In Matthew 23:23, the Lord Jesus Christ taught that not
all things in the Bible are of equal importance.

“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypo-
crites! for ye pay tithe of mint and anise and
cummin, and have omitted the weightier matters
of the law, judgment, mercy, and faith: these
ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other
undone.”

Some biblical teachings are “weightier” than others.
Everything in the Bible has some importance, but
everything is not of equal importance. Not every issue is
an issue of separation and not every issue is important
enough to leave a church over. Knowing the difference
between the two requires a good knowledge of God’s
Word and keen spiritual discernment. This is the lesson
of the following verses:

“And I myself also am persuaded of you, my
brethren, that ye also are full of goodness, filled
with all knowledge, able also to admonish one
another” (Romans 15:14).

“For when for the time ye ought to be teachers,
ye have need that one teach you again which be
the first principles of the oracles of God; and are
become such as have need of milk, and not of
strong meat. For every one that useth milk is
unskilful in the word of righteousness: for he is a
babe. But strong meat belongeth to them that are
of full age, even those who by reason of use have
their senses exercised to discern both good and
evil” (Heb. 5:12-14).

Such discernment requires spiritual maturity, which
comes only through diligent study and through exercise
of the senses to discern good and evil. Paul told the
church at Rome that the reason they were able to
admonish one another was because they were filled with
goodness and knowledge (Rom. 15:14). As we mature in
Christ and in our knowledge of the Scriptures and in
godliness, we are able to correct others and to be a
blessing to the church. It is a sad fact that many who
attempt to “straighten out” perceived problems are weak
in Bible knowledge and carnal in their Christian living,
and as a result they cause more harm than good.

For more on this see The Pastor’s Authority and the
Church Member’s Responsibility, available as a free
eBook for viewing and downloading from
www.wayoflife.org.
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The following is from the July 2018 edition of The
Pastor’s Authority and the Church Member’s
Responsibility, available as a free eBook for viewing and
downloading from www.wayoflife.org.

In giving miscellaneous suggestion to church members,
we would say, first, that they should that respect and
love the pastors.

“And we beseech you, brethren, to know them
which labour among you, and are over you in the
Lord, and admonish you; And to esteem them
very highly in love for their work's sake. And be at
peace among yourselves” (1 Th. 5:12-13).

This is the church member’s responsibility to pastors in
a nutshell.

In this context, Paul mentions a pastor’s work, because
it is for “their works’ sake” that the church members are
to esteem them.

They labor. They are hard-working men, not lazy men.
Hard work is required to build and maintain biblical
churches. There is the work of Bible study, praying,
teaching, preaching, evangelism, discipling, and
disciplining.

They are overseers. They have the calling and gifting to
oversee the flock. This refers to pastoral authority. It
refers to edifying or building up the members, guiding
and providing vision and direction, and protecting from
every danger.

Note that the pastors are over the church “in the Lord.”
They have authority only if they are leading in submission
to God’s authority and according to God’s will.

They are admonishers. This encompasses teaching,
exhorting, and warning, but the emphasis of the word
“admonish” is on warning. The underlying Greek word,
“noutheteo,” is translated “warn” in Acts 20:31; 1 Co.
4:14; Col. 1:28; 1 Th. 5:14. A man who cannot or does not
exercise a ministry of admonition, reproof, rebuke, and
warning is not qualified to be a pastor, and the fruit of such
a man is a soft, lukewarm, backsliding congregation.

Many pastors who want the high respect described in this
passage do not fit the calling that is described in the same
passage. The people are to esteem them very highly in love
“for their work’s sake,” meaning because of their work,
because they do the work described here. The Bible
nowhere teaches blind obedience and “unquestioning
loyalty” toward spiritual leaders. That is cultic. It is
popery.

For its part, the congregation is to know their leaders. This
means more than simply to know who the leaders are. That
should be obvious. It means to know them in the sense of
knowing that their calling and authority is from God and
knowing the value of such leaders. The people need to be
taught about the qualification and work of pastors so they
can exercise the right kind of respect toward them.

The congregation is to esteem the leaders very highly in
love. Note the words “very highly.” The word “perissos,”
which is translated “highly,” is a powerful term in itself.
It is elsewhere translated “beyond measure” (Mr. 6:51),
“abundantly” (Joh. 10:10; Eph. 3:20), “superfluous” (2
Co. 9:1), and exceedingly” (1 Th. 3:10). But in 1
Thessalonians 5:13, “perissos” is combined with “hooper,”
a common preposition meaning “very.” This is strong
language. Biblical pastors should be shown great esteem.
Elsewhere Paul uses the term “double honour” (1 Ti. 5:17).
That is God’s express will in the matter, and it is on this
basis that churches will be judged at Christ’s judgment

https://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/pastors_authority.php
https://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/pastors_authority.php
https://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/pastors_authority.php
https://www.wayoflife.org/


W A Y O F L I F E L I T E R A T U R E

6 1 Timothy 6:20,21

seat. I wouldn’t want to stand there and give account for
not having a proper and godly relationship with my
pastors.

Note that Christian love is the key to showing proper
honor to one’s spiritual leaders. It is the key to a wife’s
honor toward a husband and a child’s honor to a parent
and a church member’s honor to a pastor. This means that
for a church to treat its pastors as it should, the members
must be saved and walking in fellowship with Christ,
because this is the only way to have true love. This
reminds us of the importance of limiting church
membership to those who are qualified according to Acts
2:41-42. The pastor who is not careful in this matter and
hasty in receiving members should not be surprised if the
people do not obey God’s Word and if they cause him
great heartache.

As with Christian love in general, the loving esteem of
church members toward pastors is something to be shown
in concrete actions. Godly love is not something merely
to be “felt”; it is something to be done. As with a husband
toward a wife, the church member should think of how
he can show loving esteem to his pastor. Some of the
ways are as follows: being faithful and dependable, being
punctual, showing godly attentiveness to the preaching
and teaching, obeying the teaching, communicating true
words of encouragement (not flattery and guile), always
giving him the benefit of the doubt, and supporting him
financially.

As a husband’s heart should safely trust in his wife (Pr.
31:11), so a pastor’s heart should safely trust in his
congregation. All too often, a pastor has to live in fear
that he is being attacked behind his back and that efforts
are underway to divide the church and to steal the
people’s affection. While a sinning pastor should be
disciplined by the church (1 Ti. 5:19-21), pastors who are
faithful to God’s Word should be given unceasing esteem
in love.

Note that a biblical relationship between the pastor and
the people results in peace. It is a major part of
maintaining peace in the church.

For more on this see The Pastor’s Authority and the
Church Member’s Responsibility, available as a free
eBook for viewing and downloading from
www.wayoflife.org.

This book examines each major New Testament
passage dealing with the relationship between
pastors and church members.

● It looks at the extent of the pastor’s authority
and the spiritual characteristics of his
authority, as well as the responsibilities of
church members.

● It is an extremely practical book that should
be studied by every church member.

● It gives many tips for dealing with problems
that typically arise in churches.

Free To Download At: Way of Life Literature
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The Bible says that man was made by God and placed in
a world that was designed for his well-being, and the
evidence for this is on every hand.

Consider wheat. It has been cultivated from ancient times.
It is mentioned in the writings of Ur of the Chaldees,
Abraham’s hometown.

Ur’s farmers grew corn, barley, wheat, millet, lentils,
chick-peas, beans, garlic, onions, lettuce, turnips, cress,
leeks, mustard, and cucumbers, among other things.
Sesame was grown to produce oil.

Their farming techniques were methodical and complex.
There was a farmer’s almanac that provided information
on weather, irrigation, annual flooding, and guidelines
for planting and harvesting. There was information on
crop rotation and letting the land lie fallow for specific
periods. There was information on the ideal number of
times to water the crops. For corn, there was to be a final
application shortly before harvest to fatten up the ears
(Harriet Crawford, Sumer and the Sumerians, p. 55).
Planting began with a double plowing of the field,
followed by a harrowing, raking, and pulverizing process.

They had plows with seeder attachments, so that they
could plow and sow simultaneously, the depth of seeding
being precisely measured. The seeder plow was operated
by three men, one handling the plow, one leading the
oxen, and one operating the seeder.

Today wheat is grown on every continent and is the
world’s most harvested crop. World trade in wheat is
larger than all other crops combined. In 2016, 27 billion
bushels of wheat were grown worldwide. “If you put all
that wheat in school buses and lined them up end to end,
they would wrap around the Earth’s equator almost 10
times!” One state in America, Kansas, grows enough
wheat annually to bake 36 billion loaves of bread.

There are six basic types of wheat, but cross-breeding
has produced 30,000 varieties.

Wheat can be grown from sea level up to about 12,000
feet.

There are two general types of wheat: spring and winter.
Spring wheat is planted in the spring and harvested in
summer, and winter wheat is planted in the fall and
harvested in the spring.

God’s Word uses wheat to illustrate the blessing of
Christ’s kingdom.
“And the floors shall be full of wheat, and the fats shall
overflow with wine and oil” (Joel 2:24).

The Hebrew word for wheat here is “bar,” which is a
general word for grain that is winnowed. The normal
Hebrew word for wheat is “chittah” and for barley is
“sehorah.”

One stalk of wheat typically produces 50 kernels or seeds,
thus multiplying itself 50 times in one generation.

One bushel of wheat (60 pounds) contains approximately
one million individual kernels.

To plant an acre of wheat requires 40 pounds of seed,
which produces about 3600 pounds (60 bushels).

One bushel of wheat produces about 90 one-pound loaves
of whole wheat bread, 42 pounds of pasta (about 210
servings of spaghetti), or 45 boxes of wheat flake cereal.
One semi-truck load of wheat produces about 42,000
loaves of bread. A family of four could live 10 years from
the bread produced by one acre of wheat.

The kernel of the wheat consists of three parts: bran (outer
layer, about 14% of the kernel), endosperm (nutritive
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matter used for development of the embryo, 83% of the
kernel), and germ (embryo, about 2.5% of the kernel).

Whole wheat flour is made by grinding whole kernels.
White flour is made by grinding only the endosperm and
thus contains less minerals, vitamins, and fibers. The
germ is usually separated because it contains fat that
“limits the ability of flours to keep for a longer period of
time.”

More foods are made from wheat than any other cereal
grain. It is used for bread, pasta, cookies, cakes, breakfast
cereals, and fermented beverages.

Many other things are made from wheat, including paper,
plastic, furniture, hair conditioners, glue, textiles, lotions,
medical swabs, and charcoal.

Ethanol produced from wheat is used as a bio-fuel.

“O LORD, how manifold are thy works! in wisdom hast
thou made them all: the earth is full of thy riches” (Psalm
104:24).

THE HUMAN BRAIN (Friday Church News
Notes, October 19, 2018, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Christof
Koch, chief scientist and president of the Allen
Institute for Brian Science, says, “The brain is by
far the most complex piece of highly excitable
matter in the known universe by any measure. We
don’t even understand the brain of a worm” (The
New York Times, Oct. 15, 2018, p. A3). The
information in the brain equals that contained in
20 million separate books (George Cahill, Science
Digest, Vol. 89, issue 3, 1981, p. 105). It has about
200 billion nerve cells with hundreds of trillions
of connections called synapses. Each synapse
functions like a microprocessor “with both
memory-storage and information-processing
elements” (Cornelius Hunter, “More Switches
Than the Internet,” Darwin’s God, Nov. 17,
2010). One synapse may contain 1,000 switches.
In the cerebral cortex alone there are 125 trillion
synapses, which is about how many stars would
fill 1,500 Milky Way galaxies. “The brain’s total
number of connections rivals the stars of the
universe in number, yet the connections follow an
orderly plan” (Alan Gillen, Body by Design, p.
87). There are 100 billion glia cells which provide
the biological “batteries” for brain activity (The
Revelation of God and Nature). The brain receives
signals from 137 million light receptors in the

eyes, 100,000 hearing receptors in the ears, 10,000
taste buds, 5-6 million odor detecting cells, 30,000
heat sensors on the skin, 250,000 cold sensors, and
500,000 touch sensors (adapted from Bert
Thompson, The Revelation of God and Nature).
The hearing receptors alone send up to 25,000
auditory signals per second to the brain, which
interprets them as voices, thunder, music, or a
million other sounds (Jackson, The Human Body).
The brain receives 20% of all of the blood pumped
from the heart. The brain produces over 50
different complex drugs needed to control our
body, emotions, and thoughts. For example,
endorphin, the brain’s pain-killer, is three times
more potent than morphine (A Closer Look at the
Evidence).

www.wayoflife.org
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“Blessed is the man that walketh not in the
counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in the way
of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.
But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in
his law doth he meditate day and night. And he
shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water,
that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; his leaf
also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth
shall prosper” (Psalm 1:1-3).

If there is one thing we can do to strengthen the churches
it is to seriously strengthen the biblical depth of the
congregation.

“For every one that useth milk is unskilful in the
word of righteousness: for he is a babe. But
strong meat belongeth to them that are of full
age, even those who by reason of use have their
senses exercised to discern both good and evil”
(Heb. 5:13-14).

In my experience and observation, the vast majority of
church members even in the most conservative churches
are not serious Bible students. They are not skillful in
God’s Word and do not have their senses exercised.

If the people would become skillful in God’s Word, they
would be more spiritually minded, more serious in
prayer, more faithful to the house of God, more
separated from the evil things of the world, wiser in
every aspect of living, wiser in building godly homes
and training their children, more zealous for the
salvation of souls and the fulfillment of Christ’s Great
Commission.

The Word of God has the power to do all of this.

The goal of the memory verse journal is to help the
believer hide God’s Word in his heart (Psalm 119:11)
and to meditate on it in an effectual, practical way. God

doesn’t want His people to read and memorize the
Scriptures in a robotic or parroting fashion. Everything is
to be done with understanding. See Psalm 47:7; 1
Corinthians 14:15, 19; Colossians 1:9; 3:16.

Meditating on a verse or passage of God’s Word
effectually begins with understanding its meaning. This
requires the application of the fundamental principles of
Bible interpretation (e.g., context, comparing Scripture
with Scripture, defining the words, literal vs. allegorical,
understanding figures of speech) and the wise use of Bible
study tools (e.g., dictionary, concordance, Treasury of
Scripture Knowledge, commentary).

A basic education in these things can be obtained from
The Effectual Bible Student. This 12-hour video course,
accompanied by a printed manual, is available for free
viewing and download from www.wayoflife,org. It is also
available for purchase on DVDs. The more the child of
God invests in pursuing this type of education, the better
he will understand the Bible.

Memorization and meditation go together. By memorizing
a verse, the believer can then meditate on it as he goes
about his daily life. He can ask himself, what does this
verse mean? What are its main lessons? What does this
mean for my daily life?

The journal is accompanied by a five-year weekly
memory verse program (one or two verses per week). The
verses are carefully selected for edification and
exhortation.

The journal and the weekly memory verse program can
be used by individuals, families, classes, and churches.

Whoever is overseeing the memory verse journal program
should teach the students to do the following things:

https://www.wayoflife.org/publications/video/effectual_bible_student.php
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1. Print a copy of the worksheet for each week of the
program. We print out 52 copies of the worksheet
and bind them together with the introduction and
memory verse list. That makes a one-year journal.

2. Each week, the first thing is to write out the memory
verse. The act of writing has an important role in
memorization.

3. Memorize the verse as quickly as possible, the first
day preferably. This is so the student can meditate on
it throughout the rest of the week. Memorization and
meditation aren’t the same, but they are intimately
associated.

4. Use the journal daily, trying to add more answers to
the questions. Don’t be content with spending only a
few minutes each week answering the questions. The
more you put into this, the more you will get out of
it.

5. First answer the questions as best as you can on your
own. Only after you have done your best should you
get ideas from others.

6. After you have tried your best, don’t hesitate to seek
help if you don’t understand something. Take the
initiative to learn. Don’t be content with not
understanding. Be a zealous Bible student, and it will
pay great dividends.

7. Get a partner to whom you can repeat your memory
verse each week. You can discuss the journal together
and learn from one another.

In our church, each week in the main service we have
someone read from their journal from the previous week
to give the people ideas about how to answer the
questions. We choose individuals who are most capable
of performing this task.

We urge all of the people to bring the journals to the
service and jot down new ideas they get from others.
Then, as a congregation we repeat together the verse for
the coming week several times.

Memory Verse Journal:
https://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/memory_verse
_journal.php

BIBLE STUDENT
By David Cloud

This is a 12-hour series of video presentations
plus an accompanying textbook containing a
detailed outline to the course. It is our goal and
passion to help God's people, including teenagers,
become effectual Bible students.

The course, which is the product of 40 years of
Bible study and teaching, has life-changing
potential. It has four major sections:

(1) The spiritual requirements for effectual
Bible study,

(2) Tips for daily Bible study,
(3) Principles of Bible interpretation, and
(4) How to use Bible study tools.

It is a package consisting of the videos of the
course and the textbook with review questions for
testing. The course notes can be used as a
standalone tool by teachers to teach church
classes and home schooling programs or can be
used for self-study.

The Effectual Bible Student
Book & Disk Set Available From:

Way of Life Literature

https://www.wayoflife.org/publications/video/effectual_bible_student.php
https://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/memory_verse_journal.php
https://www.wayoflife.org/
https://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/memory_verse_journal.php
https://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/memory_verse_journal.php
https://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/memory_verse_journal.php
https://www.wayoflife.org/publications/video/effectual_bible_student.php
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D I G G I N G I N T H E W A L L S

God commanded the prophet Ezekiel to dig in the
walls of Israel's temple and observe the evils
being done in secret by apostate religious leaders
of that day. "Then said he unto me, Son of man,
dig now in the wall ... And he said unto me, Go
in, and behold the wicked abominations that they
do here. So I went in and saw. ..." (Ezek. 8:7-10).

Ezekiel was then instructed to preach against the
errors of the leaders and to tell the people the
things he had witnessed.

"Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O
son of man. ... Then I spake unto them of the
captivity all the things that the Lord had shewed
me" (Ezek. 11:4,25).

The hour in which we live is very similar to that
of Ezekiel's day. Many of those who profess to be
the people of God are apostate. It was prophesied
in the New Testament Scriptures that such
would be the case in the closing hours of our age.
This will culminate in the brief worldwide rule of
an utterly apostate Harlot "church" (2 Tim. 3-4;
1 Tim. 4; 2 Pet. 2-3; Jude; Rev. 17).

As in Ezekiel's day much of the apostasy of our
hour is hidden from the view of the average
Christian. We intend by God's grace to "dig in
the walls" of modern ecumenism and to expose
and cry out against the things we find. In this
section we also report on secular events which
are relevant to Christians. May God give us ears
to hear, minds to understand, and hearts to obey.
Is the truth of God not worthy of defense?

A CHRISTIAN WOMAN’S
TESTIMONY ABOUT THE
POPULARITY OF ESSENTIAL
OILS (Friday Church News Notes,
September 28, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Following is a Christian woman’s
experience in an independent Baptist
Church in regard to essential oils.
Please note that there is a use of oils
that is legitimate and has nothing to
do with the occult, but the New Age
an ever-present danger today. “This
church introduced some things that I
had never heard of before: Detox foot
baths, iridology and natural paths.
And essential oils. ‘What is ailing
you? I have an oil for that!’ was
always the response. And that was
okay with me. I had never heard of
them! And there are oils in the Bible!
Sign me up... again, I’m natural! I
bought two oils and used them a
couple times. I’m sensitive to smells,
so I’m not fond of smelling them
often. I noticed on the emails I would
get for oils that a lot of the sales
pitches were for ‘spiritual’ cures.
Happiness, love, hope, depression,
charisma, etc. I was concerned. And
then I went to church one day and our
deacon’s wife, was telling me about
her natural doctor’s appointment. As
serious as can be, she explains to me
how her naturopath practitioner told
her she could tell ‘she had deep hurts
in her life’ and if she rubbed a
combination of oils over her heart

everyday it would heal it. A deacon’s
wife in a independent, fundamental,
baptist church! I stood there shocked
and at this point had to question what
exactly the beliefs behind essential
oils were. I started researching and
was shocked at all I found. And when
I research, I don’t look up ‘essential
oils new age.’ I just google ‘essential
oil uses,’ because I want to see what
people selling and using them say
about them. The claims, the way they
work, the beliefs in the power of them
is ALL new age. There is zero science
behind any of it. It roots its belief in
new age/meridians/qi/chi/Chinese
medicine, and Christians are refusing
to even look it up and search it
out. Shortly after this I had a Christian
friend from an independent,
fundamental, Baptist church come to
my home for a party, and chit chat led
to learning that she loves essential
oils. She swore that wearing one of
the oils brought her more tips as a
waitress. THIS is witchcraft!” (For
more about this see The Bible, Diet,
and Alternative Health Care, which
is available in print and as a free
eBook from www.wayoflife.org.)

VIDEO GAMES AND
ADDICTION (Friday Church News
Notes, September 28, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Online multiplayer video games
have a great potential for addiction. It
has been estimated that about 10% of
gamers worldwide are addicts. At
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least 10 gamers have died of
cardiopulmonary-related symptoms
at Internet cafes after marathon
sessions. One poisoned his parents for
placing a curfew on his gaming
(“Gaming Addiction a Serious
Problem in Asia,” Mar. 7, 2014,
www.thecabinchiangmai.com). A
married couple left their three-month-
old daughter to die while they played
online games. Gamers have
committed violent acts, even murder,
as revenge for “the murder of a
player’s online identity.” In some
Asian countries, gaming addiction is
considered a major public health
problem. In South Korea, the average
child between the ages of 10-18
spends more than 20 hours a week
playing video games online. The
government has implemented a
curfew at cyber cafes for those under
18 and set up treatment programs. The
China internet giant Tencent set daily
limits on the time that users can play
the game King of Glory. Some of the
most addictive games in 2015 were
Madden, Dota 2, Grand Theft Auto,
Tetris, Candy Crush Saga (the
company is valued at $7.5 billion),
Minecraft, EverQuest (called “never
rest” and “ever crack” because of its
addictive power), The Sims (player
has omnipotent control over people),
World of Warcraft (called World of
War Crack), Call of Duty (the last two
are played by more than 100 million
players), Halo 3 (called Halodiction),
Total War, Pong, Civilization, Diablo
3, Super Meat Boy, Team Fortress 2,
Dark Souls 2, Counter Strike,
Starcraft 2, Persona 4 Golden,
Monster Hunter 3, Elder Scrolls,
Angry Birds, Faster Than Light,
Peggle, League of Legends (LOL),
Civilization V, and Pokemon.
Beware, particularly, of massively
multiplayer online role-playing
games (MMORPG or MMO for

short). The Internet is filled with the
sad and frightful testimonies of
people who have ruined their lives
with online role-playing games.
Consider one example: “Well long
story now ending shortly is I became
lvl 50 pretty fast on the server. In fact
I was the 5th over all and the first half
elf. I was awesome. I had the sword
that sparkled and all my cool gear. …
I would roll up into town and newbs
everywhere would just be in awe. I
ruled the world, or this virtual one
anyway. Meanwhile my real life had
fallen apart. I had lost my job and was
in debt with creditors calling ringing
my phone off the wall not even to
mention I was fat as could be
weighing over 400lbs. I could not
deal with my real life. I hated any
time that took away from my
Everquest time. I was ruler in that
world. Then one day my power was
shut off. … I was so depressed. Not
only was my online world now
shutoff but now I had to confront my
life that I had neglected for the last 2
years. It looked pretty hopeless so I
decided to move out of my apartment
that was driving me more into debt
and possibly go live with my parents”
(shoemoney.com/2008). “Keep thy
heart with all diligence; for out of it
are the issues of life” (Proverbs 4:23).

HORSES THAT REMEMBER
SMILES AND FROWNS AND
CROWS THAT HOLD A
GRUDGE (Friday Church News
Notes, September 28, 2018,

w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is excerpted from
“Horses Remember,” New Scientist,
Apr. 30, 2018: “Horses can remember
the facial expressions they see on
human faces and respond differently
if you smiled or frowned when they
last saw you. Leanne Proops, now at
the University of Portsmouth, UK,
and her colleagues at the University
of Sussex showed in 2016 that horses
respond differently to photographs of
happy or angry human faces. Now
they have studied whether horses can
form lasting memories of people that
depend on their facial expressions.
First, they showed horses a photo of
one of two human models, displaying
either a happy or angry face. Several
hours later, the model visited the
horse in person, this time with a
neutral expression. As a control, some
horses saw a different model in the
second part to the one they saw in the
photograph. Crucially, the models
didn’t know which photo the horse
had seen earlier. … The team found
that the horses remembered the
models’ previous facial expressions.
… Many other animals have shown
an ability to remember human faces,
including sheep and fish. Wild crows
will hold a grudge for years against
people who have treated them badly,
and even teach other crows to mob
their enemies. However, the horses
seem to form an opinion about people
based only on their expression in a
photograph. ‘That’s something we
haven’t really seen in animals before,’
says Proops.” CONCLUDING
NOTE: The crow sounds like a lot of
church members I have known!
According to the Bible, God made the
animals for man, who alone among
earth’s creatures is made in God’s
image (Genesis 1-2), so it is no
surprise that they can relate to man.
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Adam, the first man, named the
animals. The fall of man is the cause
of the “wildness” and “red in tooth
and claw” in the animal kingdom.
This will be healed in Christ’s
kingdom. “The wolf also shall dwell
with the lamb, and the leopard shall
lie down with the kid; and the calf and
the young lion and the fatling
together; and a little child shall lead
them. And the cow and the bear shall
feed; their young ones shall lie down
together: and the lion shall eat straw
like the ox. And the sucking child
shall play on the hole of the asp, and
the weaned child shall put his hand on
the cockatrice' den. They shall not hurt
nor destroy in all my holy mountain:
for the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD, as the
waters cover the sea” (Isaiah 11:6-9).

INFIDELITY’S EMPTINESS
(Friday Church News Notes,
September 28, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is the testimony of
B.H. Carroll who turned from the
Christian faith of his youth to
infidelity and found therein nothing
but emptiness: “In the hour of my
darkness I turned unreservedly to
infidelity. This time I brought it a
broken heart and a disappointed life,
asking for light and peace and rest. It
was now no curious speculation; no
tentative intellectual examination. It
was a stricken soul, tenderly and

anxiously and earnestly seeking light.
... I brought a broken and bleeding,
but honest heart to every reputed
oracle of infidelity. I did not ask life
or fame or pleasure. I merely asked
light to shine on the path of right.
Once more I viewed the anti-
Christian philosophies, no longer to
admire them in what they destroyed,
but to inquire what they built up, what
they offered to a hungry heart and a
blasted life. There now came to me a
revelation as awful as when
Mokanna, in Moore’s ‘Lalla Rookh,’
lifted his veil for Zelica. Why had I
never seen it before? How could I
have been blind to it? These
philosophies, one and all, were mere
negations. They were destructive, but
not constructive. They overturned
and overturned and overturned; but,
as my soul liveth, they built up
nothing under the whole heaven in
the place of what they destroyed. I
say nothing; I mean nothing. To the
unstricken, curious soul, they are as
beautiful as the aurora borealis,
shining on arctic icebergs. But to me
they warmed nothing and melted
nothing. No flowers bloomed and no
fruit ripened under their cheerless
beams. They looked down on my
bleeding heart as the cold, distant,
pitiless stars have ever looked down
on all human suffering. Whoever, in
his hour of real need, makes abstract
philosophy his pillow, makes cold,
hard granite his pillow. Whoever
looks trustingly into any of its false
faces, looks into the face of a Medusa,
and is turned to stone. They are all
wells without water, and clouds
without rain. ... a cloud without rain
is any form of infidelity to the soul in
its hour of need. Who then can
conjure by the name of Voltaire? Of
what avail in that hour is Epicurus or
Zeno, Huxley or Darwin?” (excerpted
from B.H. Carroll, “My Infidelity and

What Became of It,” Sermons and
Life Sketch, 1893).

SEEING GOD IN CREATION
(Friday Church News Notes,
September 28, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)

- “The Christian sees in the glories of
nature not merely the effect of God’s
hand, but its presence; not only God’s
work, but God working. He not only
created that landscape of field, wood,
and orchard which I see from my
window, but he upholds it, he gives it
its existence, he causes every change,
at every moment--at every moment
there is a coming forth of his
attributes into action. And these
innumerable acts are each of them a
display of some perfection; each is
divine. I behold God in his works, I
do not merely see a mark that the
Creator has been there, but a token
that he is there. Just as when I hear the
footstep of my dearest friend in his
chamber, I know that he is there
present” (J.W. Alexander, Thoughts
on Preaching, 1864, p. 43).

CHINA’S AIM TO “SINICIZE”
CHRISTIANITY AND REWRITE
THE BIBLE  (Friday Church News
Notes, October 5, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is excerpted from
“China Trying to Rewrite,” Christian
Post, Sep. 28 2018: “The Rev. Bob
Fu, a former Chinese house church
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leader who immigrated to the United
States in 1997 and founded the
persecution watchdog organization
China Aid,  provided great detail
during a United States House of
Representatives hearing Thursday
about a plan enacted by leading state-
sanctioned denominations in China to
‘Sinicize’ Christianity. As China’s
crackdown on religion has seen many
house churches demolished and
thousands of crosses removed from
churches nationwide, Fu warned [that]
‘Religious freedom in China has
really reached to the worst level that
has not been seen since the beginning
of the Cultural Revolution by
Chairman Mao [Zedong] in the
1960s.’ … At the center of this new
level of persecution is China's new
regulation on religious affairs that was
released last year but enacted on Feb.
1. According to Fu, the revision of the
religious regulations are to actively
guide religion to ‘adapt to socialist
society.’ In a written testimony, Fu
said that under the new regulations,
religious activity sites will ‘accept the
guidance, supervision, and inspection
of relevant departments of the local
people’s government regarding the
management of personnel, finances,
assets, accounting, security, fire
protection, protection of relics, health
and disease prevent and so forth.’ ...
One way in which they plan to
Sinicize Christianity, Fu said, is by
‘retranslating’ the Old Testament and

providing new commentary to the
New Testament to make socialist
ideals and Chinese culture seem more
divine. … According to its latest
outline, Fu said, a retranslation
would be a summary of the Old
Testament with some Buddhist
scripture and Confucian teachings
and new commentary for the New
Testament. … Fu added that the
five-year plan advocates for
‘incorporating the Chinese elements
into church worship services, hymns
and songs, clergy attire, and the
architectural style of church
buildings. This includes editing and
publishing worship songs with
Chinese characteristics and
promoting the Sinicization of
worship music, using uniquely
Chinese art forms … In the
beginning of every church worship
service, the choir of the church has
to sing a few communist
revolutionary songs praising the
communist party before they can
sing the worship songs,’ Fu detailed.
… Hundreds of Christian leaders in
China signed onto a statement this
month condemning the new
regulations, the increased persecution
and control the party is taking over
the churches. ‘[W]e believe and are
obligated to teach all believers that
all true churches in China that belong
to Christ must hold to the principle
of the separation of church and state
and must proclaim Christ as the sole
head of the church. … For the sake
of the Gospel, we are prepared to bear
all losses—even the loss of our
freedom and our lives.’ the statement
reads. … At its Ministerial to
Advance Religious Freedom in July,
the U.S. State Department released a
formal statement condemning China
for its religious freedom violations.
However, the statement was only
signed by three other nations.”

THE ADDICTIVE DANGER OF
SMART PHONES AND SOCIAL
MEDIA (Friday Church News Notes,
October 5, 2018, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Following are excerpts from the
BBC documentary Mind Control: The
Dark Side of Your Phone - “‘Insiders
told us that social media companies
track vast amounts of data, every
swipe and click, and analyze it in real
time. Artificial intelligence then uses
that to adapt what we see on our
screens to keep us coming back.’ Asa
Raskin, who designed the endless
scroll and other popular app features,
says, ‘We’re in the largest behavioral
experiment the world has ever seen.
You’re being tested on all the time.
Things like changing the color of your
like button. This shade of blue, should
it be a little bit more red? And they
will keep trying until they find the
perfect shape and the perfect color
that most maximizes your continued
scrolling. Behind every screen on
your phone there are literally a
thousand engineers to try to make it
maximally addicting. It’s as if
they’re taking behavioral cocaine
and just sprinkling it all over your
interface.’ Asa says, ‘I don’t want my
mind to be hijacked.’ So he does
things like having very few apps and
keeping his phone in black and white
instead of color. Endless scrolling is
based on a soup experiment which
showed that if a bowl of soup is
endlessly refilled without the
knowledge of the eater, he will eat a
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lot more, because there is no cue that
the meal is finished. Without endless
scrolling, you scroll to the end of a
page and have to click to go to a new
page, but the endless scroll has no cue.
‘We found that if you don’t give
people stopping cues, they just keep
scrolling. We found that our design
techniques became so powerful that it
just addicts people.’ Sean Parker,
co-founder of Napster and Facebook’s
founding president, describes the
company’s original purpose as
follows: ‘How can we consume as
much of your time and conscious
attention as possible? And that means
that we need to sort of give you a little
dopamine hit every once in a while,
because someone liked or commented
on a photo or a post or whatever.’ The
whole gambling industry is built on
the unpredictability of rewards. Could
our smartphones be like a slot
machine or worse? The gambling
industry calls all of the razzmatazz in
casinos--the noise and lights and
action and music--‘the juice.’ Our
smartphones have juice, too.
Professor Catherine Winstanley, who
has done leading research on the way
dopamine fuels addictions, says,
“Unexpected rewards activate the
dopamine experience. I think there are
elements of design of apps on
smartphones that seem similar to the
electronic gaming. So if your
smartphone is recruiting and
activating your dopamine system in
the same way that we think happens
when people are gambling it would
imply that those two behaviors could
be addicting in the same way as
addictive drugs.” (See also
“Dopamine, Smartphones & You” by
Trevor Haynes, sitn.hms.harvard.
edu.)

SHOULD EVANGELISM BE
NON-THEOLOGICAL? (Friday

Church News Notes, October 5,
2018, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is from D. Martyn-
Lloyd Jones, Preaching and
Preachers, 1971: “A type of
preaching that is sometimes, indeed
very frequently today, regarded as
non-theological is evangelistic
preaching. I well remember how
when an evangelistic campaign was
being held in London a few years ago
[Billy Graham Crusade], one of the
liberal religious weeklies supporting
the campaign said, ‘Let us have a
theological truce while the campaign
is on.’ It went on to say that after the
campaign we must then think things
out and become theological. The idea
was that evangelism is non-
theological, and to introduce
theology at that stage is wrong. You
‘bring people to Christ,’ as they put
it, and then you teach them the truth.
It is only subsequently that theology
comes in. That, to me, is quite wrong,
and indeed monstrous. I would be
prepared to argue that in many ways
evangelistic preaching should be
more, rather than less theological,
than any other, and for this good
reason. Why is it that you call people
to repent? Why do you call them to
believe the gospel? You cannot deal
properly with repentance without
dealing with the doctrine of man, the
doctrine of the Fall, the doctrine of
sin and the wrath of God against sin.
Then when you call men to come to
Christ and to give themselves to Him,

how can you do so without knowing
who He is, and on what grounds you
invite them to come to Him and so
on? In other words it is all highly
theological. Evangelism which is not
theological is not evangelism at all in
an true sense” (page 65).

COULD THE EYE HAVE
EVOLVED? (Friday Church News
Notes, October 5, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is excerpted from
Seeing the Non-existent: Evolution’s
Myths and Hoaxes, David Cloud:
“Could the eye have evolved from a
single light-sensitive spot, as
evolutionists claim? First, even a
‘simple’ light sensitive spot that can
actually discern and interpret light is
incredibly complicated and could not
have evolved by chance. Biologist
Michael Behe observes: ‘We are
invited by Dawkins and Darwin to
believe that the evolution of the eye
proceeded step-by-step through a
series of plausible intermediates in
infinitesimal increments. But are they
infinitesimal? Remember that the
‘light-sensitive spot’ that Dawkins
takes as his starting point requires a
cascade of factors, including 11-cis-
retinal and rhodopsin, to function.
Dawkins doesn’t mention them. And
where did the ‘little cup’ come from?
A ball of cells--from which the cup
must be made--will tend to be
rounded unless held in the correct
shape by molecular supports. In fact,
there are dozens of complex proteins
involved in maintaining cell shape,
and dozens more that control
extracellular structure; in their
absence, cells take on the shape of so
many soap bubbles. Do these
structures represent single-step
mutations? Dawkins did not tell us
how the apparently simple cup shape
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came to be. And although he reassures
us that any translucent material
would be an improvement ... we are
not told how difficult it is to produce
a simple lens. In short, Dawkins’
explanation is only addressed to the
level of what is called gross anatomy.
... Biochemistry has demonstrated
that any biological apparatus
involving more than one cell (such as
an organ or a tissue) is necessarily an
intricate web of many different,
identifiable systems of horrendous
complexity. ... Not only is the eye
exceedingly complex, but the light-
sensitive spot with which Dawkins
begins his case is itself a multicelled
organ, each of whose cells makes the
complexity of a motorcycle or
television set look paltry in
comparison. ... Richard Dawkins can
simplify to his heart’s content,
because he wants to convince his
readers that Darwinian evolution is a
breeze. In order to understand the
barriers to evolution, however, we
have to bite the bullet of complexity’
(Behe, Darwin’s Black Box). Second,
the eye appears in the fossil record in
great variety and amazing complexity
(e.g., trilobite and shrimp eyes), far
beyond a ‘simple light spot.’ There is
zero evidence that complex eyes
evolved from simple eyes. Further,
not only does sight require
exceedingly complicated biological
machinery, but there must be the
accompanying intelligence to
interpret the light signals and this
must be coordinated with further

complex systems that enable the
creature to do something with the
information. Darwinists have never
demonstrated how these things
evolved. They only propose ‘just-so’
stories.”

GROWTH HACKERS TRYING
TO STEAL YOUR TIME AND
CONTROL YOUR LIFE (Friday
Church News Notes, October 12,
2018, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Tristan Harris is “an expert on how
technology hijacks our psychological
vulnerabilities.” He spent three years
with Google before founding Time
Well Spent, a non-profit initiative
that, among other things, aims to
catalyze a change among technology
companies through “policy
recommendations to protect minds
from nefarious manipulation.” In
“Distracted in 2016? Reboot Your
Phone with Mindfulness,” Jan. 27,
2016, Harris suggested seven tips by
which individuals can take control of
their smartphones. These tips are
meant to “minimize compulsive
checking and phantom buzzes,
minimize fear of missing something
important, minimize unconscious
use, minimize ‘leaky’ interactions
(‘leaking out’ into something
unintended), and minimize
unnecessary psychological concerns
generated by the screen.” Following
is an excerpt from this article: “We
live in an Attention Economy. That
means every app and website ...
is trying to get you to come back and
spend more time. Companies
literally have teams of people
called Growth Hackers, whose job
is to invent new reasons
(notifications) and new persuasive
tactics to bring you back. I know
this because I studied with the lab at
Stanford that invented many of these

principles. That’s why we wake up to
screens that [are] inundated with
notifications. Gloria Mark one of the
leading researchers on ‘interruption
science’ at UC Irvine, has shown that
unrelated external interruptions cost
us 23 minutes before we resume
focus. And it appears that the more
interruptions we get, the more it
increases our internal clock rates
for self-interruption--put simply, the
more we get interrupted, the more we
interrupt ourselves. The only answer
is to have our devices interrupt us less
by turning off notifications”
(“Distracted in 2016? Reboot Your
Phone with Mindfulness,” Jan. 27,
2016, tristanharris.com).

WHAT SOME APP DESIGNERS
AND MAGICIANS HAVE IN
COMMON (Friday Church News
Notes, October 12, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Tristan Harris spent three years with
Google before founding Time Well
Spent, a non-profit initiative that,
among other things, aims to catalyze
a change among technology
companies through “policy
recommendations to protect minds
from nefarious manipulation.”
Following is an excerpt from “How
Technology Hijacks People’s Minds-
-from a Magician and Google’s
Design Ethicist,” May 19, 2016,
tristanharris.com: “I spent the last
three years as Google’s Design
Ethicist caring about how to design
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things in a way that defends a billion
people’s minds from getting
hijacked. When using technology, we
often focus optimistically on all the
things it does for us. But I want to
show you where it might do the
opposite. Where does technology
exploit our mind’s weaknesses? I
learned to think this way when I was
a magician. Magicians start by
looking for blind spots, edges,
vulnerabilities and limits of people’s
perception, so they can influence
what people do without them even
realizing it. Once you know how to
push people’s buttons, you can play
them like a piano. And this is exactly
what product designers do to your
mind. They play your psychological
vulnerabilities (consciously and
unconsciously) against you in the
race to grab your attention. ... If
you’re an app, how do you keep
people hooked? Turn yourself into a
slot machine. The average person
checks their phone 150 times a day.
Why do we do this? Are we
making 150 conscious choices? ...
How often do you check your email
per day? One major reason why is the
#1 psychological ingredient in slot
machines: intermittent variable
rewards. If you want to maximize
addictiveness, all tech designers need
to do is link a user’s action (like
pulling a lever) with a variable
reward. You pull a lever and
immediately receive either an
enticing reward (a match, a prize!) or
nothing. Addictiveness is maximized

when the rate of reward is most
variable. Does this effect really work
on people? Yes. Slot machines make
more money in the United States than
baseball, movies, and theme parks
combined. Relative to other kinds of
gambling, people get
‘problematically involved’ with slot
machines 3-4x faster according to
NYU professor Natasha Dow Shull,
author of Addiction by Design. But
here’s the unfortunate truth--several
billion people have a slot machine in
their pocket: When we pull our phone
out of our pocket, we’re playing a
slot machine to see what notifications
we got: When we pull to refresh our
email, we’re playing a slot
machine to see what new email we
got. When we swipe down our finger
to scroll the Instagram feed, we’re
playing a slot machine to see what
photo comes next. When we swipe
faces left/right on dating apps like
Tinder, we’re playing a slot
machine to see if we got a match.
When we tap the # of red
notifications, we’re playing a slot
machine to what’s underneath.”

EINSTEIN’S “GOD LETTER”
TO GO ON AUCTION (Friday
Church News Notes, October 12,
2018, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- A letter written by Albert Einstein
in 1955 about his view of God is to
be auctioned by Christie’s in New
York in December and is expected to
fetch $1 million to $1.5 million. In
the letter to philosopher Erik
Gutkind, Einstein said, “The word
‘God’ is for me nothing but the
expression and product of human
weaknesses, the Bible a collection of
venerable but still rather primitive
legends.” Einstein had a brilliant
mind, but there is no evidence that he
gave attention to studying the Bible

for himself, so he had no proper basis
on which to reject it as God’s Word.
His “faith” that the Bible is a
mythical book was blind faith, and he
gambled his eternal soul on that faith.
By his own testimony, he rejected
Jesus as Lord and Saviour and died
in his sins. His mind was open to the
universe but closed to the God of the
universe. The prophecy of 2 Peter 3
describes end-time scoffers who deny
supernatural creation and the Bible’s
teachings, such as the global flood.
They are “willingly ignorant.” They
scoff at the righteous God because
they “walk after their own lusts” and
reject His holy laws. Psalm 2
describes the same end-time
rebellion. The high and mighty of the
nations will “imagine a vain thing,”
which is to cast away God’s law. It’s
vain because it is impossible to
successfully rebel against God’s
authority. “And as it is appointed
unto men once to die, but after this
the judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). “God
shall bring every work into judgment,
with every secret thing, whether it be
good, or whether it be evil”
(Ecclesiastes 12:14).

PLANNED PARENTHOOD
ADMITS “FROM THE START”
KAVANAUGH OPPOSITION
WAS ABOUT ABORTION (Friday
Church News Notes, October 12,
2018, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Brett Kavanaugh was confirmed as
a justice of the U.S. Supreme Court
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on October 6 and was sworn in that
evening. During the Senate
confirmation, allegations were made
that he committed improprieties
many decades ago as a high school
student, but the allegations were not
substantiated and were contradicted
by multiple testimonies. The
following is excerpted from “Planned
Parenthood Admits,” Oct. 5, 2018,
LifeNews.com: “While much of the
Kavanaugh opposition centered on
unproven and unsubstantiated claims
that Kavanaugh had engaged in
misconduct decades ago, despite
witnesses saying otherwise, Planned
Parenthood executive vice president
Dawn Laguens admitted it was about
abortion ‘from the start. Immediately
after Kavanaugh was nominated,
pro-abortion groups came out against
him--saying he would be the 5th
voted to overturn Roe v. Wade and
its allowance for virtually unlimited
abortions throughout
pregnancy. Now, the top abortion
chain official is admitted what
everyone has said for weeks--this
character assassination campaign is
really just about abortion:
‘Kavanaugh’s anti-abortion judicial
record disqualified him from sitting
on the Supreme Court from the start.
We knew that Trump nominated him
because Kavanaugh will cast the fifth
and deciding vote to gut Roe v.
Wade,’ Laguens admitted. ... During
the first day of questioning, Judge
Brett Kavanaugh refused to say that
there is a so-called right to abortion.

He declined to take the bait from
pro-abortion Senator Dianne
Feinstein who wanted to get him to
commit to upholding Roe v Wade
once he is confirmed to the Supreme
Court. ... Also during the hearings, a
new document was released showing
Supreme Court nominee Brett
Kavanaugh is possibly open to
overturning the infamous Roe v
Wade decision that allows virtually
unlimited abortions up to birth.”

SELFIE DEATHS (Friday Church
News Notes, October 12, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- From 2011 to 2017, at least 259
people died while taking selfies, and

those are only the ones reported in
English-language news reports. This
is the finding of a comprehensive
investigation by the All India
Institute of Medical Sciences. The
average age was 23 years, and 72.5%
were men. Most of the deaths were
the result of drowning (70), falls (48),
fire (48), and vehicles (51). The Bible
prophesied the selfie generation
2,000 years ago. “This know also,
that in the last days perilous times
shall come. For men shall be lovers
of their own selves...” (2 Timothy
3:1-2). (By the way, a photo of two
people is not a selfie; perhaps it is an
we-sie.)

SEA LEVEL DURING THE
FLOOD (Friday Church News

Notes, October 12, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is from
CreationMoments.com, Nov. 29,
2017: “Genesis 7:19-20 - ‘And the
waters prevailed exceedingly upon the
earth; and all the high hills, that were
under the whole heaven, were
covered. Fifteen cubits upward did the
waters prevail; and the mountains
were covered.’ ‘You can’t possibly
believe that there was a worldwide
Flood. If the Ark was floating above
Mount Everest, the air would be so
thin that they would not be able to
breathe.’ This objection to the Flood
is a very common one that I
hear frequently. It is also one that is
most easily disproved. In fact, I am
always very surprised that so many
people think this must be a valid
argument. The statement contains two
incorrect presuppositions. Let’s deal
with the easiest false presupposition
first. This is the idea that an Ark
floating above Mount Everest would
suffer from thin air. But if the Earth’s
oceans were all combined and at that
height, they would have displaced the
atmosphere. Therefore, the surface of
the Flood would be the new sea level
and the air would not be thin; the
surface would be the new sea level,
and the air would be as dense as at the
coast.  The second incorrect
presupposition is that Mount Everest
existed before the Flood. Psalm 104
shows us that the mountains were
raised and the valleys, or rather ocean
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deeps, were lowered at the end of the
Flood. Therefore, pre-Flood
mountains would have been quite a
lot lower than post-Flood
mountains. It is always interesting to
notice that questions designed to
ridicule our belief in the literal truth
of Genesis are often based on faulty
presuppositions. It is not a surprise to
us that genuine science is consistent
with God’s word.”

NEW FOSSIL WITH AN
IMPOSSIBLE EVOLUTIONARY
EXPLANATION (Friday Church
News Notes, October 19, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Evolutionists are rightly famous for
their ability to spin mythological “just
so” stories that explain their beliefs.
(In 1902, Rudyard Kipling published
Just So Stories for Little Children
containing imaginative explanations
for how animals got their attributes.)
A new fossil on display at the Royal
Tyrrell Museum in Alberta is an
example. The fossilized
Borealopelta, which is supposedly
110 million years old, is called “one
of the most spectacular fossil finds of
all time.” This is because it is
preserved intact: skin, soft tissue,
bones. It looks like a stuffed animal.
It is a “heavy-set, low-slung, tank-
like dinosaur” that weighed 1.5 tons
and was 20 feet long (“A Dinosaur
So Well Preserved,” The Atlantic,
Aug. 3, 2017). The fossil was
discovered in 2011 by a heavy-

equipment operator working the
Millennium Mine oil sand quarry in
northern Alberta. After years of
tedious work to extract the fossil
from a 15,000-pound block that was
removed from the mine, it recently
went on display at the Royal Tyrrell,
a museum with world-class fossils
accompanied by world-class “just so”
stories. Consider the explanation of
how this creature was fossilized:
“Somehow, this particular individual
ended up at sea. Perhaps it got
careless on a shoreline. Perhaps it
drowned in a flood and was washed
out to sea. Either way, gases started
building up in its body, causing it to
float belly-up. As those gases
released, the dead dinosaur sank, and
hit the ocean floor hard enough to
leave a small crater. Before sharks
had a chance to nibble it, or worms
had a chance to bury into its bones,
it was quickly smothered by fine
sediment and sealed off from the
outside world. There it remained for
millions of years, until March 11,
2011, when an excavator bit into it”
(Ibid.). This is an impossible
explanation of the type of
fossilization exhibited in the
Borealopelta. Creatures don’t
fossilize like this naturally. When a
creature dies and sinks into the ocean,
it is devoured by sea creatures,
bacteria, and worms, long before it
can be covered with sediment and
sealed off. In fact, the fossilization
exhibited in the Borealopelta is the
result of an ultra-rapid, extraordinary
event that happened in an ocean that
once covered Alberta. That sounds
exactly like the biblical flood, but
evolutionary scientists would rather
make up an unscientific story than
give any credence to the Bible. One
fine day, as prophesied in Scripture,
the museums of this world will be
filled with truth rather than lies. “For

the earth shall be filled with the
knowledge of the glory of the LORD,
as the waters cover the sea”
(Habakkuk 2:14). The myth of
evolution and the scoffers who
promote it unwittingly prove that the
Bible is God’s Word, because they
were prophesied in the Bible 2,000
years ago. “Knowing this first, that
there shall come in the last days
scoffers, walking after their own
lusts, And saying, Where is the
promise of his coming? ... For this
they willingly are ignorant of, that by
the word of God the heavens were of
old, and the earth standing out of the
water and in the water: Whereby the
world that then was, being
overflowed with water, perished. But
the heavens and the earth, which are
now, by the same word are kept in
store, reserved unto fire against the
day of judgment and perdition of
ungodly men” (2 Peter 3:3-7).

UK SUPREME COURT RULES
IN FAVOR OF CHRISTIAN
BAKERS (Friday Church News
Notes, October 19, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is excerpted from
“Gay Marriage Cake,” Breitbart.com,
Oct. 10, 2018: “The UK’s Supreme
Court ruled in favour of Northern
Irish Christian bakers who declined
to bake and decorate a cake with a
pro-gay marriage message, with
owners heralding the decision as a
victory for free speech. Britain’s
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highest court ruled Wednesday
morning that it was not
discriminatory for Ashers Bakery,
run by Daniel and Amy McArthur,
to refuse to produce the cake with the
slogan ‘Support Gay Marriage’
because it was the message of the
case that they objected to, not the
sexual orientation of the customer,
the BBC reports. President of the
Supreme Court Lady Hale said of the
decision arrived at by the five justices
that the McArthurs ‘would have
refused to make such a cake for any
customer, irrespective of their sexual
orientation.’ ... ‘We are grateful to
the judges and especially to God. We
are particularly pleased the Supreme
Court judges emphatically accepted
what we’ve said all along. We did not
turn down the order because of the
person who made it but because of
the message itself,’ Mr. McArthur
said outside of London’s High Court
following the ruling. ... ‘The judges
gave a clear message today that
couldn’t be clearer: family businesses
like ours are free to focus on giving
our customers the best service they
can without being forced to promote
their campaigns. This ruling protects
freedom of speech and freedom of
conscience for everyone,’ he added.
The Christian Institute, which
supported the couple, hailed the
decision as ‘a landmark judgment for
free speech.’ ... The case reflects that
of a similar ruling in the United
States in June where the country’s
Supreme Court ruled in favour of a
Colorado baker who declined to bake
a wedding cake for a gay couple
based on his Christian beliefs on
traditional marriage, with the justices
ruling that to force or punish Jack
Phillips for refusing to bake the cake
contravened the first amendment
which protects freedom of
expression.”

DRESSING UP FOR THE
WHITE HOUSE AND DRESSING
DOWN FOR GOD’S HOUSE
(Friday Church News Notes, October
19, 2018, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- On October 11, the Christian rock
group MercyMe visited the White
House to participate in President
Trump’s signing of the Music
Modernization Act. I found it
interesting that the members of the
group wore traditional suits and ties
for the White House, whereas they
typically dress casually for God’s
House, in t-shirts, untucked shirts,
jeans, cargo pants, tennis shoes, and
such. I am not saying that proper
church clothing is a western suit and
tie; I am saying that if there is any
occasion on earth for which we
should “dress up” according to the
standards of our particular culture,
it would be the formal assembly of
God’s people in the house of the
living God, 1 Timothy 3:15. We are
not talking about ostentatious dress
which God forbids (1 Ti. 2:9-10; Jas.
2:3). Why dress up in church? To
honor God! Though American
society has become casual and
“sloppy” to the extreme in my
lifetime (when I was born, people
still wore suits and ties and modest
dresses to ball games), Americans
still know what it means to “dress up”
in an honorable way. They dress up
for formal weddings, meals at classy
restaurants, and other occasions. The
New York Philharmonic Orchestra

still forbids pants on female players,
and most people consider a formal
concert by a major orchestra to be a
special event and tend to dress up for
the occasion. The West Wing White
House tour “has a business casual
dress code (no shorts, jeans, t-shirts,
open toed shoes, etc.),” and when
meeting with the president, “Men
should wear a suit with a clean, fresh
pressed shirt or khakis and a button
down, also clean and pressed; guys,
make sure your shoes are shined.” The
same goes for an audience with the
pope: “modest dress covering the
shoulders and the décolleté
(cleavage), falling below the knee;
men dark suit coat and solid tie.” The
contemporary crowd can laugh if they
please, but I agree with the following:
“Style is the meaning. The music,
dress, and trendy look of the
contemporary Independent Baptists
tell us less about their view of style
and so much more about their view of
God. The same can be said for most
events. The way we dress tells more
about the way we view the event than
it does about the way we view style”
(Dave Mallinak, “Gone
Contemporary,” https://villagesmithy
site.wordpress.com/2018/08/31/gone-
contemporary).

GOOGLE MOVING TOWARD
CENSORSHIP (Friday Church
News Notes, October 19, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Duckduckgo.com is a good
alternative to Google, and
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duckduckgo doesn’t track you and
isn’t designed to take control of your
life. The following is excerpted from
“Google Admits They’re Moving
towards Censorship,” Breitbart.com,
Oct. 12, 2018: “In an interview with
One America News Network host
Jack Posobiec, Breitbart News Senior
Tech reporter Allum Bokhari
discussed the recent exclusive
Breitbart leak of an 85-page internal
Google document which states that
the idea of free speech is a ‘utopian
dream’ that is no longer possible, and
outlines the growing crackdown of
speech on social media. ‘Google said
the document is just research and it
doesn’t reflect company policy,’ said
Bokhari. ‘That doesn’t make sense to
me as an explanation because the
briefing is a description of company
policy, it says this is where things are
going, this is the direction of travel,
this is where things are moving, this
is where we need to move if we want
to accomplish certain things.’ ... ‘The
three top things that the briefing
reveals, one: they admit they are
shifting towards censorship and
Silicon Valley as a whole is shifting
towards censorship. Two: they admit
that they, Twitter and Facebook now
control the majority of online
conversation and three: they make the
business case for censorship. They
say you need to censor in order to
protect advertisers from controversy
and you need to censor in order to
maintain global expansion.’”

CANADA LEGALIZES
MARIJUANA (Friday Church News
Notes, October 26, 2018,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- Canada has become the second
country to fully legalize recreational
marijuana, after Uruguay. In
Newfoundland, Canada’s

easternmost province, marijuana
shops opened at midnight on October
17 to serve queues of customers. Like
the legalization of “same-sex
marriage,” the legalization of
marijuana is a reflection of a dramatic
change in the moral and spiritual
condition of a nation. Since 2012, ten
states in the United States have
legalized recreational marijuana and
others have decriminalized the
possession of small amounts of the
drug. Proponents of recreational
marijuana use typically ignore proven
dangers such as addiction, psychosis,
marijuana as a gate-way drug, long-
term effects on learning, cognition,
and personality, “amotivational
syndrome” (lethargy and loss of
interest in achievement), bronchitis
and respiratory infections, and
increased risk of cardiovascular
disease. Earlier this year it was
announced that a major new scientific
study by Case Western Reserve
University in Cleveland, Ohio, found
that marijuana use is independently
associated with a 26 percent
increased risk of stroke and a 10
percent increase in heart failure (“Pot
Smoking,” Newsmax, Mar. 16,
2018). Since the legalization of
marijuana in Colorado in 2012, the
number of drivers who tested positive
for marijuana use jumped 145 percent
(‘Traffic fatalities linked to
marijuana,’ Denver Post, Aug. 25,
2017). Teen drug use in Colorado is
the highest in the nation. Fatal, drug-
related automobile accidents have
skyrocketed (“The sad anniversary of
Big Commercial Pot in Colorado,’
The Gazette, Nov. 21, 2017). We are
convinced that the legalization of
recreational marijuana is a foolish
experiment that will have serious
repercussions. The fact that
marijuana use in modern culture can
be traced to the lascivious world of

jazz, blues, and rock & roll is
warning enough for those who have
ears to hear. I know this all too well,
having been a drug user before I was
saved, beginning with my time in
Vietnam in the Army in 1970-71.
After I was discharged, I was
immersed in the hippy drug culture,
joining many of my generation on the
Beatles’ very stupid Magical Mystery
Tour. Alcohol is a powerful drug, but
marijuana changed my thinking more
than alcohol. It is a psychoactive drug
with hallucinogenic properties. It is
not an innocent thing. It can mess
with the depths of a man’s soul. Not
everyone has bad experiences with
the drug, but a lot do. It affects people
differently, but depression, intense
anxiety, and paranoia are common
side effects, and acute psychosis is
not infrequent. It was definitely a
“gateway” drug for me and for a lot
of my friends. And the marijuana of
today is vastly more powerful than
the marijuana of the 1960s and
1970s, typically containing 15-20%
THC (the psychoactive ingredient),
and going as high as 37%, compared
to 3 and 4 percent in the past. In 2013,
the American Medical Association
recommended against legalization,
warning that “cannabis is a dangerous
drug and as such is a public health
concern. ... Heavy cannabis use in
adolescence causes persistent
impairments in neuro-cognitive
performance and IQ, and use is
associated with increased rates of
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anxiety, mood, and psychotic-
thought disorders” (Ruth Marcus,
“The perils of legalized pot,” The
Washington Post, Jan. 2, 2014). Sir
Robin Murray, a psychiatrist at
King’s College in London, says,
“Even I, 20 years ago, used to tell
patients that cannabis is safe. It’s only
after you see all the patients that go
psychotic that you realize—it’s not
so safe” (cited from Linda Nathan,
The Cross and the Marijuana Leaf,
available from
LighthouseTrails.com). The rush to
legalize marijuana is driven by the
lascivious pop culture, the
entertainment industry, an
educational system devoted to moral
relativism, a society that celebrates
unrestrained self-expression, and the
gross lack of wisdom typically
reflected in mainstream media
reporting. God’s command that His
people be “sober” is repeated 12
times in the New Testament Epistles.
It means to be in control of one’s
mind and spirit so that nothing but
God is in charge. “Sober” is the
opposite of being under the influence
of alcohol or drugs or anything else.
One can be drunk on music, fashion,
video games, professional sports, or
anything that has captured the heart.
“Therefore let us not sleep, as do
others; but let us watch and be sober”
(1 Thessalonians 5:6). “But the end
of all things is at hand: be ye
therefore sober, and watch unto
prayer” (1 Peter 4:7). “Be sober, be
vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh
about, seeking whom he may devour”
(1 Peter 5:8). Because of the speed
with which so many fundamental
Baptist churches are spiraling toward
a contemporary stance that is
accompanied by a “don’t judge, let
people live as they please”
philosophy, I predict that it won’t be

long before some accept the use of
alcohol and marijuana.

ALABAMA SUPREME COURT
JUSTICE CALLS ON U.S.
SUPREME COURT TO
OVERTURN ROE V. WADE
(Friday Church News Notes, October
26, 2018, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- The following is excerpted from
“State Supreme Court: Roe v. Wade
‘patently illogical,’” WorldNetDaily,
Oct. 19, 2018: “The Alabama
Supreme Court has ruled that an
unborn baby is a ‘person’ under the
law, and, consequently, the death of
that person can be punished with
execution. Further, in a special
concurrence, Justice Tom Parker
called on the U.S. Supreme Court to
revisit Roe v. Wade, the 1973 ruling
that created a ‘right’ to abortion. ‘I
write specially to expound upon the
principles presented in the main
opinion and to note the continued
legal anomaly and logical fallacy that
is Roe v. Wade,’ he said. ‘I urge the
United States Supreme Court to
overrule this increasingly isolated
exception to the rights of unborn
children.’ Parker affirmed the
Alabama court’s rationale that
‘unborn children are persons entitled
to the full and equal protection of the
law.’ He asserted Roe v. Wade is
‘without historical or constitutional
support, carved out an exception to
the rights of unborn children and
prohibited states from recognizing an
unborn child’s inalienable right to life
when that right conflicts with a
woman’s ‘right’ to abortion.’ ‘This
judicially created exception of Roe is
an aberration to the natural law …
and common law of the states,’
Parker said. ... In August, the 11th
Circuit Court of Appeals struck down
an Alabama law banning the

gruesome, second-trimester abortion
procedure in which limbs are
removed from a baby’s body in the
womb. At the time, Chief Judge Ed
Carnes lamented in his opinion that
he was bound by U.S. Supreme Court
precedent to rule against the state,
writing that ‘dismemberment’ is the
best description of the procedure,
which clinically is known as dilation
and extraction. ‘In our judicial
system, there is only one Supreme
Court, and we are not it,’ he wrote,
calling the high court’s history of
abortion rulings an ‘aberration’ of
constitutional law. ... ‘There is a
growing chorus of voices urging the
Supreme Court to overrule its
abortion decisions,’ said Liberty
Counsel founder Mat Staver. ‘The
Supreme Court has created a
constitutional aberration and caused
incalculable harm by its abortion
decisions. ... We applaud Justice Tom
Parker in calling on the Supreme
Court to overturn the Roe v. Wade
decision and once again protect
precious children, women, and
families. Abortion is simply a
euphemism created by activists to
soften what it really is: the murder of
innocent unborn children. “We must
stop this human genocide. We must
demand that the Supreme Court undo
the horrendous ruling and make the
womb a safe place again in America.
As we hear about the horrible
descriptions of the dismemberment
of Jamal Ahmad Khashoggi, every
breathing person naturally shudders.
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• Exalting the Lord Jesus Christ; His eternal perfect, and preserved Word; and the Gospel of his Grace.
(2 Peter 3:1-2, 18)

• Standing for the whole counsel of God. (Acts 20:27; Jude 3)
• Challenging Christian workers to uphold the truth and resist the apostasy of our times. (1 Timothy 6:20-21)
• Exposing the spirit of error and compromise within Christendom (Hosea 4:6a; 2 Tim. 3)
• Upholding the New Testament Church (1 Tim. 6:13-14). O Timothy is a ministry of Bethel Baptist Church of London, Ontario.
• Challenging churches to fulfill the Great Commission of world evangelism (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 13-14)
• Standing for the Received Text of the Holy Scriptures, the Authorized Version in the English Language, and sound translations of the TR

in the languages of the world. (Ps. 12:6-7)

Aim of O Timothy Magazine

Yet, every day in America, helpless,
preborn children are dismembered
while they are still alive. We too must
shudder at this horrible act and stop
it.’”

WORLD CYCLING BRONZE
MEDALIST COMPLAINS
AFTER TRANSGENDER
“WOMAN” WINS GOLD (Friday

Church News Notes, October 26,
2018, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- After a transgender “woman,” won
a world-championship cycling race
for women, the third-place winner, a
real woman, complained that it isn’t
fair. The forum was the 2018 Masters
Track Cycling World Championship
in Los Angeles, and the event was the
women’s 35-39 bracket. The winner,
Rachel McKinnon, “identifies” as a
woman but is a biological male
(“Biological Male Wins World
Championship Event,” Daily Signal,
Oct. 14, 2018). Third place winner,

Jennifer Wagner, tweeted, “It’s
definitely NOT fair” (her emphasis).
Four days later, Wagner apologized
to McKinnon, saying “I apologize for
not properly congratulating you on
race day. I hope you accept it a few
days later.” But far from accepting
the apology, McKinnon wrote, “This
is why the apology is not accepted:
she still thinks what she said.” So
McKinnon doesn’t merely want the
“right” to be whatever sex he wants
to be, he wants to control the thinking
of those who disagree with him.
Seeking to end all debate on the
subject, he labels all critics of his
lifestyle “transphobic bigots.” This is
the fruit of the unisex movement of
the 1960s, and it is absolute
confusion. Intimately associated with
unisexuality are feminism and gay
rights. This generation can rail
against “nature” and do its best to
change it, but it won’t work. God’s
Word is true, even if the whole world
disbelieves it. “So God created man
in his own image, in the image of
God created he him; male and female
created he them” (Genesis 1:27). That
is both the first word on the subject,
and the final word.

AMAZING DANDELION SEEDS
(Friday Church News Notes, October
26, 2018, www.wayoflife.org,

fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143)
- New research at the University of
Edinburgh has found that dandelion
seeds have “a remarkable form of
flight never before seen in nature.”
Using a specially-designed wind
tunnel, long-exposure and high-
speed photography, X-rays, and
microscopes, researchers were
amazed to find that the seed bristles
(collectively called the pappus)
create ring-shaped air bubbles to
form a vortex that increases air
resistance and slows descent
(“Scientists unlock the secrets of the
flying dandelion seeds,” New Atlas,
Oct. 19, 2018). The dandelion seed
is four times more efficient in
maintaining altitude than a human
parachute. But of course, we know
that while a human parachute and the
scientists’ research equipment are
intelligently designed, the dandelion
is an accident of evolution. Don’t we?
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