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“It is important to understand that clothing is a
language. It is a ‘social message,’ a fashion
‘statement.’ Wikipedia defines fashion as ‘a prevailing
mode of expression.’ It acknowledges that ‘every
article of clothing carries a cultural and social
meaning’ and observes that ‘humans must know the
code in order to recognize the message transmitted.’
The knowledge of this is the engine that drives the
fashion industry, and the child of God needs to
understand it, as well.” Page 7.

Digging in the Walls: A month’s
worth of news items, republished from
Friday Church News Notes. Page 13.

THE BIBLICAL PREACHING MINISTRY - By David Cloud

I

charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his
appearing and his kingdom; Preach the word; be instant in
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine. For the time will come when they will not
endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap
to themselves teachers, having itching ears; And they shall
turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto
fables (2 Timothy 4:1-4).

In this passage we see the major characteristics of a sound
preaching and teaching ministry. Few things are more
needed in Bible-believing churches today. A sound
preaching/teaching ministry is a major part of producing
disciples of Jesus Christ and disciplining the church. It is
a major part of building godly homes and raising up youth
who know and serve Christ.
This key passage reminds us that there are many necessary
elements to a sound preaching/teaching ministry.

1 Timothy 6:20, 21

Biblical preaching is CONSCIOUS OF GOD’S SOLEMN
CHARGE. The preacher must be conscious of the fact that
he will give account to God (2 Tim. 4:1). The call to preach
is a solemn obligation that is laid upon him. Paul impressed
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Timothy in the most imposing manner possible of the
seriousness of his calling. This is the main thing that will
keep a preacher straight in his ministry and that will give
him the courage to preach the hard things of the
Scriptures as well as the “positive” things, to preach the
things the people like to hear and the things they don’t
like to hear.
Biblical preaching is CONSCIOUS OF DIVINE
AUTHORITY. The preacher is the spokesman of Jesus
Christ. He must not preach his own message; He must
preach God’s message. He is not proclaiming his own
judgments; he is proclaiming the judgments of God, and
as he does this he has God’s authority. He is to preach as
the “oracles of God” (1 Pet. 4:11). He is to preach with
“all authority” (Titus 2:15). The preacher is not to make
suggestions or to share opinions; he is not to preach with
apology and hesitation and uncertainty. If a man is not
convinced of his call to preach and if he is not convinced
of the divine authority of his message, he should not
preach. “My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that
we shall receive the greater condemnation” (James 3:1).
The preacher must not fear the face of man, or God will
confound him (Jer. 1:17; Ezek. 2:6-8). 2 Timothy 4 is
saying that a preacher can know the truth for certain and
can therefore preach with conviction and authority.
Timothy was instructed to study so that he could rightly
divide the Word of God (2 Tim. 2:15); he would not have
been so instructed if it were impossible to know for sure
how to interpret the Scriptures properly. Christ promised
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that a man can know the truth if he continues in God’s
Word (Jn. 8:31-32). John said that the believer has the
Holy Spirit as his teacher and that he can know all things
(1 John 2:20, 27). The preacher must get God’s message
and preach it with authority. Speaking with authority
means we must teach the people to respect God’s Word
and God’s messenger. See Neh. 8:2-8. They must be
taught to sit quietly and listen carefully, to not talk with
their friends, to teach the children to be quiet, to turn off
cell phones, etc.
Biblical preaching is TO PREACH THE WORD OF
GOD. The preacher is not to preach his opinions or
extra-biblical traditions or extra-biblical prophecies; he
is to preach the Bible. That Book and that Book alone is
the God-called preacher’s Textbook.
Biblical preaching is TO PREACH ALL OF GOD’S
WORD (2 Tim. 4:2). Timothy was instructed to “preach
the word.” Paul did not designate which part of it, because
he was referring to the whole Bible. The preacher has no
authority to pick and choose what he will preach and what
he will not preach. Billy Graham once said that he is only
responsible to preach the gospel, but that is not true.
Every preacher is responsible to “preach the word,” and
those who narrow their message for the sake of a broader
tent and a wider ministry will give account to God.
Biblical preaching is “INSTANT” (2 Tim. 4:2). The
preaching must be active, aggressive, confrontational,
stalwart, unyielding. The Greek word “epistemi” is
elsewhere translated “assault” (Acts 17:5), “come unto”
(Acts 12:7), “stand by” (Acts 22:20). It means “stand up
to it” (Robertson’s Word Pictures). It is used for the
Jewish leaders’ confrontation with Jesus (“came upon
him,” Lk. 20:1) and the arrest of the disciples (“came
upon them,” Acts 4:1; 6:12). It is used for Saul’s consent
of Stephen’s martyrdom (“standing by,” Acts 22:20).
Likewise, the preacher confronts the people with God’s
Word. He stands by and supports God’s Word before his
hearers.
Biblical preaching is to preach “IN SEASON AND OUT
OF SEASON” (2 Tim. 4:2).
This refers to preaching when the preaching is popular
as well as when it is unpopular.
It refers to preaching when people have gathered for the
express purpose of hearing the Word of God and
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preaching when people are not so gathered. Paul preached
in church meetings and he also preached in the
marketplaces.
It refers to preaching when the preaching is legal and
preaching when it is illegal, when it is safe and when it
is dangerous, in times of peace and in times of
persecution. We see this example in the ministry of the
apostles (Acts 4:19; 5:29). Paul preached when he was
free, and he preached when he was bound.
It refers to preaching to every sort of men, to the poor,
who are often more responsive to God’s Word, but also
to the wealthy, who commonly do not receive God’s
Word as readily. The Bible commands us to preach the
gospel to every creature (Mk. 16:15), to do good to all
men (Gal. 6:10), and to sow our seed on all waters (Ecc.
11:1, 6).
It refers to preaching when there is obvious fruit and
preaching when nothing appears to be happening. It was
admonitions such as these that kept Adoniram Judson
preaching for six years before he saw his first Burmese
convert and ten years before he had 18 converts.
It refers to preaching in times of encouragement and
preaching in times of discouragement. “It is easy for the
preacher to let the attitude of the congregation control
him and to allow himself to become discouraged, but he
must strengthen himself in the Lord and lift the
congregation up” (Bruce Lackey).
Biblical preaching is TO REPROVE (2 Tim. 4:2). This
is from the Greek word “elegcho,” which means “to
confute, admonish.” It is also translated “convict,”
“convince,” “tell a fault.” It means to show people their
false ways and to convince them of the right way of
God’s Word. This is a difficult task, because human
nature does not like to be told that it is wrong. The natural
response to reproof is to become offended and to justify
oneself and to lash out at the reprover. Giving reproof
implies a responsibility on the part of the preacher to
make judgments based on God’s Word about the
condition of the people to whom he is preaching. Today
the popular cry is “judge not,” but those words in
Matthew 7:1 are taken out of context and made to mean
that it is not God’s will to judge sin and doctrine. In
Matthew 7:1-5 Christ was warning against hypocrisy. He
was not saying that the believer cannot judge anything.
Elsewhere in the New Testament we are told that the
1 Timothy 6:20,21
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believer is to judge sin and doctrine. In 2 Tim. 4:2, the
preacher is commanded to judge things that are wrong
and to reprove and rebuke them. In so doing, he is not
exercising his own judgment so much as he is exercising
God’s judgment.
Biblical preaching is TO REBUKE. This is from the
Greek word “epitimao,” which means “to tax upon, to
censure, to forbid.” It is also translated “charge” (Lk.
9:21). It means to tell people that that they are wrong; to
rebuke them for being in the wrong; to charge them
before God that they are wrong and that they are obligated
to turn from their error. It is to call people to repentance
from sin and error. This requires plain speaking so that
the people know exactly what you are rebuking.
Rebuking is a difficult ministry, but every preacher is
obligated to do it and will give account to God if he shuns
it.
Rebuke of sin requires courage that can only come from
God. The fear of God must outweigh the fear of man.
The love of God and man must outweigh the love of self.
This is a ministry that is contrary to the prevailing
philosophy of the hour.
It is contrary to humanistic psychology, which seeks to
build self-esteem and avoids anything degrading to
self-esteem. The very popular Robert Schuller said that
Christianity “must cease to be a negative religion and
must become positive” (Self-Esteem: The New
Reformation, p. 104). He said that it is damaging to call
people sinners. He said, “I have no right to ever preach
a sermon or write an article that would offend the
self-respect and violet the self-dignity of a listener or
reader.”
It is contrary to New Evangelicalism, which avoids the
negatives and focuses on the positive.
It is contrary to the relativistic, judge-not philosophy of
modern society.
It is contrary to feminist thinking. It is amazing how
dramatically feminist thinking has permeated society and
even influenced Bible-believing churches. This has
resulted in a softening, a feminizing effect even on the
military. A masculine approach is not wanted. Strong
discipline is not understood or appreciated, not even in a
3

W

A

Y

O

F

L

I

F

L

I

T

E

R

A

T

U

R

E

military boot camp. Typically, the female way is not the
way of rebuke and chastening but the way of encouraging
and finding more gentle ways of discipline. Why rebuke,
she thinks, when you can deal with things in a softer way?
But rebuke is what God’s Word calls for.

God held the preachers responsible. He says that the true
prophet will turn the people from their evil ways. That is
still the mark of a God-called preacher.

The feminization effect has resulted in a softening of the
preaching and the militant stance of the church. God is a
“man of war,” but very few preachers are. Christ took on
the Pharisees and Sadducees, and Paul took on every
heretic that raised his head, but such zeal is foreign to
most so-called preachers. Martin Luther who took on
Rome and called the pope the antichrist and the pope’s
bull “all impiety, blasphemy, ignorance, impudence,
hypocrisy, lying.” Charles Spurgeon took on the Baptist
Union and railed against “soft manners and squeamish
words” in the pulpit, and called for “dinging our pulpits
into blads” [break into pieces]. Gilbert Tennent took on
the Presbyterians of his day, lifting his voice in 1740 in
the midst of a synod to warn that many preachers were
unregenerate and calling them “rotten-hearted hypocrites,
and utter strangers to the saving knowledge of God and
of their own hearts” (Joseph Tracy, The Great
Awakening, 1842).

“And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these, saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with
ten thousands of his saints, to execute judgment
upon all, and to convince all that are ungodly among
them of all their ungodly deeds which they have
ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches
which ungodly sinners have spoken against him”
(Jude 1:14-15).

This type of boldness is entirely unknown among
convention Baptists, and it is exceedingly rare among
fundamental Baptists. The protest has long gone out of
Protestants, and the “fundamentalism” has largely gone
out of fundamentalists.
But whether people like it or not, the preacher’s job is to
preach the Word of God without compromise and without
narrowing down and softening the message.
Compromising, soft-peddling preachers are responsible
for the downgrade in the level of holiness in the churches.
It was the same in Jeremiah’s day.
“Therefore thus saith the LORD of hosts concerning
the prophets; Behold, I will feed them with wormwood, and make them drink the water of gall: for
from the prophets of Jerusalem is profaneness
gone forth into all the land. ... I have not sent
these prophets, yet they ran: I have not spoken to
them, yet they prophesied. But if they had stood in
my counsel, and had caused my people to hear
my words, then they should have turned them
from their evil way, and from the evil of their
doings.” (Jeremiah 23:15, 21-22).

Observe that it was because of the compromise of the
prophets that profaneness had gone forth into all the land.
4
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Consider the preaching of the ancient prophet Enoch,

Observe that Enoch was preaching about conditions that
will exist in the world before Jesus returns. He is
preaching about our day! And that is exactly the kind of
preaching we need. We don’t need soft, ear-tickling
teaching; we need the “reproofs of instruction” that will
turn us away from evil and keep us hedged into the
narrow way of the truth (Proverbs 6:23).
To be effective, rebuke has to be plain and forthright. All
of the preachers in the Bible were plain spoken. Paul said,
“... we use great plainness of speech” (2 Cor. 3:12). Bible
preachers condemned sin plainly; they rebuked error
unhesitatingly. Consider Jesus’ message to the Pharisees
in Matthew 23:13-33. Consider Paul’s description of false
teachers; in 1 and 2 Timothy alone he named the names
of false teachers and compromisers 10 times (1 Tim. 1:20;
2 Tim. 1:15; 2:17; 3:8; 4:10, 14). Consider Peter’s
description of false teachers (2 Peter 2). Consider James’s
rebuke of worldliness (Jam. 4:4). Consider Enoch’s
sermon in Jude 14-16.
But the preaching in “Bible-believing churches” is getting
softer and more neglected with each passing decade in
the typical Independent Baptist church.
This happened to Southern Baptists and evangelicals 70
years ago, and it is happening to Independent Baptists
and fundamentalist Bible churches today.
Many people have written to me to describe the
downgrade in preaching. Consider some examples:
“Another issue that I see is the church letting up on
preaching and teaching about hell and the consequences of living without a close relationship with
the Lord. In the fifties, when I was a preteen, the
airwaves were filled with hellfire sermons. These

1 Timothy 6:20,21
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taught me a right fear and reverence for a Holy God
that was not only loving and merciful but also righteous and would one day judge me. It seems to me
that we have accepted a lot more worldly philosophy into the pulpit than we would like to admit.”
“Churches need to preach harder against moderation in the home with respect to media, fashion,
respect, associations and language. Stand firm on
the Bible’s standard and stop apologizing for the
Truth.”

Among fundamentalist and fundamental Baptist churches in general, the preaching is growing weaker with each
passing decade. There are still exceptions, but the Biblebelieving church that has a bold, uncompromising
preaching ministry is no longer the rule.
Preachers are toning down the message to fit the growing mood of compromise and worldliness.
Oftentimes the church members are being influenced by
New Evangelicals on the radio and in the bookstores and
the Internet and have become accustomed to soft preaching. They have unconsciously adopted the “don’t be so
negative” philosophy. They don’t want to hear preaching against rock music and television and wicked video
games. They don’t like it when the preacher warns about
popular but compromised Christian leaders, whether it is
Franklin Graham, James Dobson, Rick Warren, David
Jeremiah, Jim Cymbala, or Max Lucado.
Instead of educating and warning about such things, the
many preachers have backed off.
It is increasingly rare to hear ringing rebuke of worldly
music, lukewarmness, worldly dating with its moral
temptations, public school education which is a yoking
together with unbelievers, immodest dress, worldly
entertainment, unfaithfulness to the services and to prayer
meetings and other godly responsibilities, etc.
At the very time when the pop culture is getting ever more
filthy, preachers are toning down their warnings.
And even when some rebuke is still made, it is often done
in vague generalities or in an apologetic tone so that its
effect is greatly diminished. Or the preacher will include
a joke or a lighthearted comment at just the right time to
soften the blow, so to speak, so that the people won’t get
upset. When we look at Scripture, we never find jokes or
lighthearted comments in the midst of reproof and rebuke.
1 Timothy 6:20,21
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In the 1990s I was invited to preach at a Baptist Bible
Fellowship state meeting. I didn’t want to go, but the host
pastor urged me to accept the invitation, because he wanted
to “let the flag of separation fly.” He knew my ministry and
wanted to sound out some corrections. Knowing the
compromise of the BBFI by that time, I expected that my
messages wouldn’t be well received, and I wasn’t wrong. I
preached against contemporary music and some other
things, and I preached on the characteristics of Southern
Baptist preaching, which is the type of preaching I had
grown up with and which had almost zero spiritual power.
The characteristics are things like avoiding controversial
issues, speaking in generalities, and dealing plainly only
with those sins of which the congregation was not generally
guilty, such as abortion and homosexuality. The BBF
preachers didn’t express anything to me personally one way
or the other, about my messages as I recall, although they
bought almost none of my books and materials, but the host
pastor said that he had never seen preachers so upset at a
series of messages. The other preacher at the conference
was received well, because though he is a skilled Bible
preacher, he avoided rebuking the very things that his
preacher friends at the conference were guilty of. The things
he did preach on were things that the crowd could “amen.”
Many preachers are geniuses at this type of thing, and
though they can sound very bold and forthright and very
much the warrior, they know how to be bold without being
very offensive to that particular congregation.
Though not popular, plain rebuke is necessary, because we
are sinners, even after we are saved, and there are fierce
enemies that perpetually seek to turn us from truth and
righteousness.
To warn people of things that are wrong and to call them
to turn from such things is an act of Christian love. Christ
said, “As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten” (Rev. 3:19).
The Bible says that parents that don’t discipline their
children don’t love them (Prov. 13:24), and the same is true
for church leaders.
When a preacher seeks to fulfill this obligation in the love
of Christ, he is often labeled unloving and Pharisaical, but
that is a slander. It is to misunderstand the nature of biblical
preaching and the importance of correction. For a preacher
to reprove and rebuke in love is God-like rather than
Satan-like.
The rebuke will take different forms depending on the
character and condition of the people. At times it will be
5
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mild; at other times it must be sharp (Titus 1:13). The
same is true for child discipline. The discipline has to fit
the character and actions of the child or the message has
to fit the character and actions of the church.
Biblical preaching is TO EXHORT. This is from the
Greek word “parakaleo,” which means “to call near, to
invite, to implore or console.” It is also translated
“beseech,” “comfort,” “intreat.” It means to plead with
and encourage and invite people to come to the truth, to
call them to the truth. The preacher must therefore
reprove and rebuke plainly and also call sweetly. Sound
preaching is a Spirit-led mixture of these elements and is
not composed of only one or the other.
A biblical exhorter and reprover will not turn a blind eye
to sin, unfaithfulness, and lukewarmness. (members not
faithful to services, men not attending prayer meetings,
men not helping with church set up, teens loving the
world, lack of studiousness).
That the preaching is to be with reproof, rebuke,
exhortation means the preaching must be very
PRACTICAL. It must get down into the daily lives of the
people. The preacher must learn to apply God’s Word to
every part of the people’s lives. He must not preach and
teach in generalities. He must ask himself before God,
“What does this teaching mean for my people’s
marriages, child training, jobs, schooling, friends,
entertainment,” and he must apply it to these things. A
major part of the preaching I have heard has been vague
and not properly applied. It might be good teaching as
far as that goes, but it lacks the practical, life-changing
power that it should have because it is not carefully
applied to the people’s daily living situation.
Biblical
preaching
is
to
preach
WITH
LONGSUFFERING. The preacher must be patient
toward the people like God is. The preacher is to have a
patient and persevering spirit when he is opposed and
when his preaching is not immediately heeded. “If thou
do not see the effect of thy labours presently, yet do not
therefore give up the cause; be not weary of speaking to
them. While God shows to them all long-suffering, let
ministers exhort with all long-suffering” (Matthew
Henry).
Preaching with longsuffering is a matter of preaching
with compassion for the people. We are to care for
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Christ’s sheep (1 Pet. 5:2). We are to speak the truth in
love (Eph. 4:25).
This does not mean that the preacher is to be endlessly
patient, for Christ Himself is not endlessly patient. In His
messages to the seven churches in Revelation 2-3, Christ
called the churches to repentance and warned some of
them of dire consequences if they did not repent. The
preacher must be wise enough to know when it is time to
be patient and when it is time to rebuke and discipline.
Only the Spirit of God can give this wisdom, and He gives
it in answer to prayer.
Biblical preaching is to preach WITH DOCTRINE. The
preacher must be a teacher. Preaching must not be
composed merely of exhortation and reproof. It must be
full of sound doctrine. It must build the people up in the
faith. It must educate them so that they become effectual
Bible students. They must be taught to rightly interpret
the Scriptures. They must be shown the why of obedience
as well as the way of obedience. They must be given a
solid foundation for obedience, which is the doctrine of
God’s Word.
We see the example of this in the New Testament Epistles
such as Ephesus. The first three chapters consist of
doctrine, while the last three chapters consist more of
exhortation and reproof. Preaching with doctrine is an
essential aspect of sound preaching. This flows from the
preacher’s study life. The preacher who is a serious
student, not only of the Bible but of life in general, will
have a rich preaching and teaching ministry. He is ever
learning new things that enrich his ministry, making it
more effectual, more interesting. Preaching with doctrine
requires expository preaching so that the Lord’s people
understand the Bible as a whole and how that each book
fits into the whole.
Biblical preaching PROTECTS FROM APOSTASY (2
Tim. 4:2-4). These verses dealing with apostasy are
connected with the previous verses about preaching. It is
biblical preaching, with its doctrine, exhortation,
reproof, and rebuke, that can protect the church from
end-time apostasy. No matter how dark the time, God
has given the churches everything they need to stand.
Biblical preaching is rejected by apostates as
judgmentalism and Phariseeism, but biblical preaching
can stem the tide of apostasy in the lives of those who
receive it.

1 Timothy 6:20,21
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The following is excerpted from the January 2017 edition
of Dressing for the Lord. ISBN 978-1-58318-106-5.
To our knowledge, this is the most extensive study on the
Christian’s dress in print. If ever there were a time when
preachers need to instruct their people about clothing
issues, it is today. Modern society is drenched with
indecency. A Vogue fashion show would make ancient
Corinth blush.
To lay a solid Bible foundation for modesty, we exegete
about 25 key Bible passages and develop principles that
can be applied to any nation or culture. In fact, the book
has been translated into German and Nepali.
Chapter titles include “The Origin of Clothing, “Clothing
Is a Language,” “The Captains of the Fashion Industry,”
“Isn’t This Basically the Man’s Problem?” “Bible
Guidelines for Clothing,” “A Study on Biblical
Modesty,” “Worldliness and the Christian’s Dress,”
“Pants and the Christian Woman,” “Pushing the Edge on
Dress Standards,” “Questions Answered on the Issue of
Christian Dress,” “Testimonies from Christian Women
on the Issue of Modest Dress,” “Survey of Men’s
Thinking on the Subject of Women’s Dress,” and “Plain
Clothing.”
A QUESTIONS ANSWERED section deals with things
such as the following:
“Since God looks on the heart, why be concerned about
appearance?” “Shouldn’t we just teach the Bible and let
the Holy Spirit deal with this issue?” “I believe dress
standards just produce pride and hypocrisy.” “The issue
of the heart is more important than dress.” “I wear pants
because there are many things I can’t do in a dress.” “In
Bible times both men and women wore robes.” “I only
wear feminine pants.” “Wearing dresses is old-fashioned
1 Timothy 6:20,21
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and we should not be weird.” “Those who preach against
pants on women are legalistic.” “What about tattoos and
piercings?”

It is important to understand that clothing is a language.
It is a “social message,” a fashion “statement.”
Wikipedia defines fashion as “a prevailing mode of
expression.” It acknowledges that “every article of
clothing carries a cultural and social meaning” and
observes that “humans must know the code in order to
recognize the message transmitted.”
The knowledge of this is the engine that drives the
fashion industry, and the child of God needs to
understand it, as well.
I need to ask myself what message is my clothing
broadcasting?
American fashion designer Rachel Zoe said, “Style is a
way to say who you are without having to speak”
(goodreads.com).
“Clothes change our view of the world, and the world’s
view of us” (Feminist writer Virginia Woolf, Orlando,
chapter 4).
“Choose your clothes for your way of life” (American
actress Joan Crawford, azquotes.com).
“Style is a simple way of saying complicated things”
(Jean Cocteau, French designer, playwright, filmmaker,
goodreads.com).
“Every day I’m thinking about change” (Miuccia Prada,
Italian fashion designer, brainyquote.com)
7
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“Basically I’m trying to make men more sensitive and
women stronger” (Miuccia Prada, Italian fashion
designer, brainyquote.com).
“What you wear is how you present yourself to the world,
especially today, when human contacts are so quick.
Fashion is instant language” (Miuccia Prada, Italian
fashion designer, “Interview: ‘Fashion Is How You
Present Yourself,’” Wall Street Journal, Jan. 18, 2007).
“I've realized that fashion is a very powerful instrument
that ... allows you to transmit ideas and shape opinion”
(Miuccia Prada, Italian fashion designer, “Interview:
‘Fashion Is How You Present Yourself,’” Wall Street
Journal, Jan. 18, 2007).
“... there are sociological interests that matter to me,
things that are theoretical, political, intellectual and also
concerned with vanity and beauty that we all think about
but that I try to mix up and translate into fashion”
(Miuccia
Prada,
Italian
fashion
designer,
brainyquote.com).
George Harrison of the Beatles, who rebelled against the
way his father wanted him to act and dress, testified:
“Going in for flash clothes, or at least trying to be a bit
different … was part of the rebelling. I never cared for
authority” (Hunter Davies, The Beatles, p. 39).
Note that Harrison’s flash clothing and non-conformity
was intimately associated with his rebellion.
Mary Quant, the fashion designer generally credited with
inventing the mini-skirt in the mid-1960s, admitted that
her aim was to entice men and promote licentiousness.
She wanted something “daring” and “controversial,”
which refers to pushing moral boundaries, something
sexually immodest. It was regarded as a “symbol of
liberation.” Some European countries banned the miniskirt, saying it was an invitation to rape (Mary Quant,
interview with Alison Adburgham, The Guardian,
October 10, 1967).
Quant also promoted a short hair style for women. Her
fashions were statements and her clothing was a language.
Vivienne Westwood, who helped create the rock punk
look, said, “I think fashion is the strongest form of
communication there is. … It’s only interesting to me if
it’s subversive: that’s the only reason I’m in fashion, to
8
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destroy the word ‘conformity’” (Jon Savage, Time
Travel: Pop, Media and Sexuality 1976-96, p. 119).
David Kidd once posed the following question to a young
college girl who was inquiring about his family’s
conservative dress: “If you are shopping and see a girl in
a long, loose fitting dress, what is your first impression
of her?” Without any hesitation, she answered “that she
is probably religious.” He concluded, “It behooves us to
recognize that our manner of dress is a statement that
either reflects or contradicts our Christian purpose” (The
Fall and Rise of Christian Standards, p. 154).
Hair styles are also statements. Long hair on men and
short hair on women are not merely harmless fashions, a
mere sign of the times, but are statements of rebellion
against God’s created order (1 Corinthians 11:14-15).
The androgynous unisex image is not innocent. It was
created by rock musicians who intended to overthrow
tradition. One of the rock songs of the 1960s called upon
young men to grow their hair long and “let your freak
flag show.” David Lee Roth of Van Halen testified: “[My
long hair] is a flag. It’s Tarzan. I’ll always be antiestablishment” (cited by John Makujina, Measuring the
Music, p. 73).
Dennis Wilson of the Beach Boys sported long hair and
popularized the “surfer cut” in the early 1960s.
Commenting on the significance of this hair length,
Wilson’s biographer observes: “The ‘surfer cut,’ as it
came to be known, was a radical thing to behold in 1962.
Few parents would permit their sons to sport the look”
(Jon Stebbins, Dennis Wilson: The Real Beach Boy, p.
24). Dennis Wilson was a rebel and his appearance was
merely a reflection of this. Observe, too, that the “surfer
cut” was not that long compared to the long hair that came
afterwards, but it was just long enough to be a bold
statement of non-conformity. Small fashion changes can
have large consequences.
Paul McCartney of the Beatles flippantly acknowledged
their role in overthrowing sexual distinctions: “There they
were in America, all getting house-trained for adulthood
with their indisputable principle of life: short hair equals
men; long hair equals women. Well, we got rid of that
small convention for them. And a few others, too”
(Barbara Ehrenreich, “Beatlemania: Girls Just Wanted to
Have Fun,” cited by Lisa Lewis, The Adoring Audience:
Fan Culture and Popular Media, p. 102).
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Where did the “small convention” of “short hair equals
men; long hair equals women” come from? Why was this
an “indisputable principle of life” in America prior to the
onslaught of Beatles’ style rock & roll in the 1960s? The
answer is that America, because of its vast number of
churches, had been influenced by the Bible in these
things.
It was Bible principles that the Beatles ridiculed and
sought to overthrow.
Abercrombie & Fitch, the clothing company that markets
“edgy” clothing featuring loose sexuality, is “best known
for its REBELLIOUS ATTITUDE” (“Flip-Flops, Torn
Jeans, and Control,” Business Week, May 30, 2005). Thus
even the world recognizes the message of Abercrombie
& Fitch clothing. They don’t merely sell clothing; they
sell an attitude via a certain style of clothing.
In “The World according to Abercrombie and Fitch,”
David Seel observed: “SUCCESSFUL BRANDS IN
AMERICA DON’T SELL PRODUCTS. THEY SELL
LIFESTYLES” (Critique, 2000).
The upscale unisex Pusch brand was developed by two
brothers who realized as teenagers that “music had its
own subculture, complete with a lifestyle and a style of
dress” (“Groovin’ to the Right Tune: A Lifestyle Brand
of Clothes Inspired by Calgary’s Music Scene Rocks the
Competition,” Alberta Venture, October 2007, p. 12).
The Pusch brand is a reflection of the rock & roll dance
scene.
Even the small details of clothing are significant as a
language. Referring to the denim jean market in the 21st
century, the web site fashionera.com observes that this
market “is status ridden and has CODED TRIBAL
SIGNS AND SIGNALS with it’s not so subtle stitching,
logos, tabs, decorative pockets, shading and distressing.”
Therefore, clothing styles are not innocent. Each style
preaches a message. Fashion designers are change agents.
Pantsuits preach the feminist’s message of equality of the
sexes.
Tight fitting, low cut, short and skimpy styles preach the
world’s message of loose sexuality.
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Ripped jeans preach the message of a cheap affectation
of poverty, of “I don’t care” and thus slovenliness, and of
moral casualness.
Slit skirts preach the message of sexual flirtation.
God’s people must beware of sending the wrong message
with their clothing. We must understand that the clothing
industry is not in submission to God and cares nothing
about submitting to His Word.
It doesn’t do to say, “Well, my tight, ripped jeans don’t
preach that message TO ME.” The important point is not
what message the clothing preaches to any particular
individual who wears it, but what message it preaches in
the context of its history and in the context of society at
large and to those who are forced to look at it.
The child of God should ask, “Who invented this type of
dress, this particular fashion, and what was his or her
objective?”
“Wherefore be ye not unwise, but understanding what
the will of the Lord is” (Eph. 5:17).

“Whether therefore ye eat, or drink, or whatsoever ye do,
do all to the glory of God. Give none offence, neither to
the Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the church of God:
Even as I please all men in all things, not seeking mine
own profit, but the profit of many, that they may be saved”
(1 Cor. 10:31-33).

Dressing for the Lord
By David Cloud
Modern society is drenched with
indecency. A Vogue fashion
show would make ancient
Corinth blush. To lay a solid
Bible foundation for modesty,
we give a careful exegesis of
about 25 key Bible passages
from Genesis to 1 John, and from
these Scriptures we develop
Bible principles that can be
applied to any nation or culture.

“Dressing for the Lord”
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God’s bountiful mercy is evident in that there are an
estimated 100,000 kinds of trees in the world today,
different in size, habit, leaf, flower, fruit, and function.
In Bible prophecy, we learn about trees in Christ’s
coming kingdom.
TREES FOR BEAUTY

I love trees. Most people do, in fact. Many poems have
been written about them, including this famous one by
Joyce Kilmer:

“I will open rivers on the bare heights, and fountains in
the midst of the valleys; I will make the wilderness a
pool of water, and the dry land springs of water. I will
put in the wilderness the cedar, the acacia, and the
myrtle, and the oil-tree; I will set in the desert the
fir-tree, the pine, and the box-tree together” (Isa. 41:1819).

I think that I shall never see
A poem lovely as a tree.

Many types of trees will beautify the landscape in
Christ’s kingdom.

A tree whose hungry mouth is prest
Against the earth’s sweet flowing breast;

The climate will be changed so that Israel has sufficient
rain, and drip irrigation will be a thing of the past.

A tree that looks at God all day,
And lifts her leafy arms to pray;

Trees will adorn both sides of the river of life that flows
from Christ’s throne and heals the land.

A tree that may in summer wear
A nest of robins in her hair;

“Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the
house; and, behold, waters issued out from under
the threshold of the house eastward: for the forefront of the house stood toward the east, and the
waters came down from under from the right side of
the house, at the south side of the altar. 2 Then
brought he me out of the way of the gate northward,
and led me about the way without unto the utter
gate by the way that looketh eastward; and, behold,
there ran out waters on the right side. 3 And when
the man that had the line in his hand went forth
eastward, he measured a thousand cubits, and he
brought me through the waters; the waters were to
the ancles. 4 Again he measured a thousand, and

Upon whose bosom snow has lain;
Who intimately lives with rain.
Poems are made by fools like me,
But only God can make a tree.
Trees are one of the beautiful things that the
compassionate God put in the Garden of Eden for man’s
food, utility, and pleasure.
10
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brought me through the waters; the waters were to
the knees. Again he measured a thousand, and
brought me through; the waters were to the loins. 5
Afterward he measured a thousand; and it was a
river that I could not pass over: for the waters were
risen, waters to swim in, a river that could not be
passed over. 6 And he said unto me, Son of man,
hast thou seen this? Then he brought me, and
caused me to return to the brink of the river. 7 Now
when I had returned, behold, at the bank of the river
were very many TREES on the one side and on the
other. 8 Then said he unto me, These waters issue
out toward the east country, and go down into the
desert, and go into the sea: which being brought
forth into the sea, the waters shall be healed. 9 And
it shall come to pass, that every thing that liveth,
which moveth, whithersoever the rivers shall come,
shall live: and there shall be a very great multitude
of fish, because these waters shall come thither: for
they shall be healed; and every thing shall live
whither the river cometh. 10 And it shall come to
pass, that the fishers shall stand upon it from Engedi even unto Eneglaim; they shall be a place to
spread forth nets; their fish shall be according to
their kinds, as the fish of the great sea, exceeding
many. 11 But the miry places thereof and the
marshes thereof shall not be healed; they shall be
given to salt. 12 And by the river upon the bank
thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all
TREES for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither
shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring
forth new fruit according to his months, because
their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and
the fruit thereof shall be for meat, and the leaf
thereof for medicine” (Ezekiel 47:1-12).

On the banks of this crystal-clear river will grow groves
of lovely trees whose leaves will be for healing and
whose delicious fruit will be for food. The trees will bear
fruit continually.
The whole world will be glorified as a suitable dwelling
place for the Creator. It will exceed Eden. The waste
places will become paradise.
“The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad; and
the desert shall rejoice, and blossom as the rose. It
shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice even with joy
and singing; the glory of Lebanon shall be given
unto it, the excellency of Carmel and Sharon: they
shall see the glory of Jehovah, the excellency of our
God” (Isa. 35:1-2).

The glories of this present world, which are great, will
seem as nothing. I have visited every state of America
and 37 other countries and have seen beautiful things
wherever I have traveled. I grew up in Florida where the
1 Timothy 6:20,21
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sunsets are breathtaking. I have lived in the Pacific
Northwest, which is a paradise of oceans and rivers and
snow-covered mountains. I have traveled the Rocky
Mountains from Banff to the Spanish Peaks. I have seen
the northern lights and lived in Nepal with its majestic
Himalayan Mountains, 200 of them over 20,000 feet
high. I have seen the glories of nearly every Asian
country, of Australia and Fiji and Great Britain and
Europe and the Middle East and Asia Minor.
But the glories of this present world, sitting as it does
under God’s curse, will seem as nothing in the day when
Christ reigns.
Daniel was accustomed to the glory of two of the greatest
kingdoms that have ever existed: Babylon and MedoPersia. These were the gold and silver kingdoms of
Nebuchadnezzar’s vision in Daniel 2, and they would
make any nation today look like weak, pathetic, povertystricken things. We live in the age of plastic, not of gold.
Daniel was accustomed to living in the most glorious of
this world’s palaces, in Babylon and Shushan, and yet he
collapsed when he saw just one angel (Dan. 10:5-9)! In
Christ’s kingdom angels in their glory will be everyday
sights.
“For the Son of man shall come in the glory of his
Father with his angels; and then he shall reward
every man according to his works” (Mat. 16:27).
“And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels” (2 Th. 1:7).

The glory of Christ’s kingdom was fore-viewed by
Solomon’s kingdom. Jesus spoke of “Solomon in all his
glory” (Mat. 6:29). That kingdom was the wisest and
richest that has existed on earth. Silver was counted as
nothing (1 Kings 10:21). Even the shields were made of
gold (1 Kings 10:16-20). From far-flung places, gold and
all sorts of desirable goods were brought to Solomon,
which he used to glorify his kingdom (1 Kings 10:10-12,
14-21).
When the Queen of Sheba came to see Solomon’s
kingdom she was amazed and said, “Behold, the half was
not told me.” She was so shaken by what she witnessed
that “there was no more spirit in her” (1 Kings 10:1-7),
and she herself was a very wealthy queen who was
accustomed to living in the lap of luxury. She was the
queen of the renowned spice kingdom in southern Arabia.
11
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The glory of Solomon’s kingdom and of every kingdom
that has ever existed on this earth will pale in comparison
to Christ’s kingdom.
TREES FOR CONSTRUCTION
“The glory of Lebanon shall come unto thee, the fir-tree,
the pine, and the box-tree together, to beautify the place
of my sanctuary; and I will make the place of my feet
glorious” (Isa. 60:13).
Lebanon has always been a place of abundant rain and
magnificent trees. The cedar of Lebanon (Cedrus libani)
was prized by nations as far flung as Rome. It is an
evergreen coniferous tree that grows to 130 feet high and
8 feet in diameter and is widely used as an ornamental.
The wood has a beautiful color, is resistant to rot and
insects, and is solid and free from knots. It also has a
pleasant odor. “The bark of the Cedar of Lebanon is dark
gray and exudes a gum of balsam which makes the wound
so fragrant that to walk in a grove of cedars is an utmost
delight” (“Cedars of Lebanon,” habeeb,com). Cedar is
strong but easily worked. It was used in palaces and
temples across the Mediterranean. Houses of the wealthy
were roofed with cedar (Jer. 22:14). Because of its
strength, durability, minimal shrinkage, and resistance to
decay in salt water, cedar was used to construct ships.
The Egyptians, Phoenicians, Greeks, Romans, and
Persians sailed in cedar ships. Cedar was used for masts
(Eze. 27:5), as well as for planking. The Phoenicians sold
exquisite cedar chests (Eze. 27:24).
David used cedar in the construction of his palace (2 Sam.
5:11), and Solomon used it in the temple and his palace
(2 Ch. 2:3-8). Solomon also used fir and algum trees (2
Ch. 2:8). Solomon grew cedar trees in plenteous numbers
to beautify his kingdom (2 Ch. 1:15). Cedar was also used
in the construction of the Second Temple (Ezra 3:7).
Likewise, wood will be used to beautify Christ’s capital.
Each type of tree produces a different type of wood:
different grains, different colors, different hardness,
different smells, different texture. Christ grew up in a
carpenter’s home and worked with wood. In His
kingdom, master carpenters and woodworkers will
fashion lovely things to beautify the temple, the palaces,
the homes, and the public buildings. We can imagine
Christ walking among the carpenters and master wood
carvers, commenting on the work and teaching as He
continually did when He was on earth.
12
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TREES FOR MEDICINE
“Now when I had returned, behold, at the bank of
the river were very many trees on the one side and
on the other. ... And by the river upon the bank
thereof, on this side and on that side, shall grow all
trees for meat, whose leaf shall not fade, neither
shall the fruit thereof be consumed: it shall bring
forth new fruit according to his months, because
their waters they issued out of the sanctuary: and
the fruit thereof shall be for meat, AND THE LEAF
THEREOF FOR MEDICINE” (Eze. 47:7, 12).

There will be healing power in the leaves of the trees that
will grow along the banks of the river that flows from
Christ’s throne.
The perfect health that is sought by the citizens of this
present world, and that is vainly promised by many
charismatic “faith healers” and alternative health
practitioners, will not be found as long as the world
remains in rebellion to the Creator and under the power
of Satan, no more than peace on earth will be created by
New Age dreamers.
TREES FOR LEARNING
The mention of the various types of trees that will be used
to adorn Christ’s kingdom reminds us that the creation
is a revelation of God and God intended that it be studied
as such.
See Job 12:7-9; 39-41; Psa. 8:3; 19:1; Prov. 6:6; Isa.
40:26; Rom. 1:20.
Solomon studied God’s creation and had knowledge of
everything from the largest trees to the smallest herb, and
of animals, birds, insects, and fish, and the people and
kings of the nations came to Israel in that day to hear
Solomon’s amazing teaching (1 Ki. 4:33-34). This points
to Christ’s kingdom when the greater than Solomon and
His appointed teachers will expound on God’s Word and
bring lessons from the created things. The saints will
study the creation and delight in learning about God’s
wisdom and ways from the works of His hands.
We can do this today, and it is something that I personally
enjoy immensely, but how much more in the liberty and
blessing of Christ’s eternal kingdom!

1 Timothy 6:20,21
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God commanded the prophet Ezekiel to dig in the
walls of Israel's temple and observe the evils
being done in secret by apostate religious leaders
of that day. "Then said he unto me, Son of man,
dig now in the wall ... And he said unto me, Go
in, and behold the wicked abominations that they
do here. So I went in and saw. ..." (Ezek. 8:7-10).
Ezekiel was then instructed to preach against the
errors of the leaders and to tell the people the
things he had witnessed.
"Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O
son of man. ... Then I spake unto them of the
captivity all the things that the Lord had shewed
me" (Ezek. 11:4,25).
The hour in which we live is very similar to that
of Ezekiel's day. Many of those who profess to be
the people of God are apostate. It was prophesied
in the New Testament Scriptures that such
would be the case in the closing hours of our age.
This will culminate in the brief worldwide rule of
an utterly apostate Harlot "church" (2 Tim. 3-4;
1 Tim. 4; 2 Pet. 2-3; Jude; Rev. 17).
As in Ezekiel's day much of the apostasy of our
hour is hidden from the view of the average
Christian. We intend by God's grace to "dig in
the walls" of modern ecumenism and to expose
and cry out against the things we find. In this
section we also report on secular events which
are relevant to Christians. May God give us ears
to hear, minds to understand, and hearts to obey.
Is the truth of God not worthy of defense?

1 Timothy 6:20,21

OBAMA WHITE HOUSE ALLOWS
LYING UN RESOLUTION TO PASS
(Friday Church News Notes, December
30,
2016,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - In
what has been called Obama’s parting
shot at Israel, the White House allowed
a UN Security Council resolution to pass
last Friday that refers to the West Bank
and eastern Jerusalem as “Palestinian
territory occupied since 1967” and
demands a halt to Israel’s construction
in those places. The Temple Mount,
including the Western Wall and the
Temple Mount plaza, are located in
eastern Jerusalem. The truth is that
Israel’s “occupation” of the land is
ancient and is documented in extant
records of the Egyptians, the
Babylonians, the Persians, the Greeks,
and the Romans, not to speak of the
record of the world’s bestselling and
most accurate history book, the Bible.
(See Bible Times and Ancient Kingdoms
for the evidence.) “In actuality, the
Palestinians never had a state in either
the West Bank or eastern Jerusalem and
they are not legally recognized as the
undisputed authority in those areas.
Jordan occupied and annexed the West
Bank and eastern Jerusalem from 1948
until Israel captured the lands in a
defensive war in 1967 after Arab
countries used the territories to launch
attacks against the Jewish state. In 1988
Jordan officially renounced its claims to
the West Bank and eastern Jerusalem. ...
The Committee for Accuracy for Middle
East Reporting in America (CAMERA)
pointed out [that] international law does
not make Israeli settlements illegal:
‘Article 49 of the Fourth Geneva
Conventions, which is relied upon by
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those who claim the settlements are
illegal, does not apply in the case of the
West Bank. This is because the West
Bank was never under self-rule by a
nation that was a party to the Convention,
and therefore there is no “partial or total
occupation of the territory of a High
Contracting Party,” as Article 2 of the
Convention specifies. Moreover, even if
it did apply, by its plain terms, it applies
only to forcible transfers and not to
voluntary movement. Therefore, it can’t
prohibit Jews from choosing to move to
areas of great historical and religious
significance to them’” (Breitbart, Dec.
23, 2016). “And the LORD said unto
Abram, after that Lot was separated from
him, Lift up now thine eyes, and look
from the place where thou art northward,
and southward, and eastward, and
westward: For all the land which thou
seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed
for ever” (Genesis 13:14-15). “Neither,
because they are the seed of Abraham,
are they all children: but, In Isaac shall
thy seed be called” (Romans 9:7).
AMERICA’S NEXT AMBASSADOR
TO ISRAEL (Friday Church News
Notes,
December
30,
2016,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The following is excerpted from “Israel
MKs Hail Incoming ‘Bible Believing’ US
Ambassador,” Israel Today, Dec. 18,
2016: “Many Israeli politicians were
excited over the weekend by US
President-elect Donald Trump’s selection
of David Friedman as America’s next
ambassador to the Jewish state. Some
went so far as to hail his reliance on the
Bible in making policy decisions. ...
Friedman visited Israel a number of times
in recent months. Just after Trump’s
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victory, he told Israel Radio that
Jerusalem should consider annexing the
Jewish settlements in Judea and Samaria.
Those positions have liberals in the US
fuming over Friedman’s appointment and
what it means for the ‘land-for-peace’
process. But most Israelis already view
the peace process as dead, and so see new
hope in both Trump and Friedman.
‘Friedman is an enthusiastic supporter of
the people of Israel in the Land of Israel
according to the Torah of Israel, and I
wish him and us luck,’ said Deputy
Defense Minister Eli Ben-Dahan (Jewish
Home). Friedman’s ‘positions reflect the
desire to strengthen the status of Israel’s
capital Jerusalem at this time and an
understanding that settlements were
never the real problem in the region,’
noted Deputy Foreign Minister Tzipi
Hotovely (Likud).”
ANDY STANLEY MINIMIZES THE
VIRGIN BIRTH OF CHRIST (Friday
Church News Notes, December 30, 2016,
www.wayoflife.org, fbns@wayoflife.org,
866-295-4143) - The following is from
Matt Costella, Fundamental Evangelistic
Association, Dec. 23, 2016: “Andy
Stanley, pastor of North Pointe Ministries
in the Atlanta area, is no stranger to
controversy. Stanley has made numerous
statements just this past year that have
generated controversy and resulted in
ambacklash
from
conservative
evangelicals. But Stanley’s December 3,
2016, sermon may be the most
controversial yet. In his sermon, Stanley
minimized the importance—if not the
reality—of the virgin birth of Jesus
Christ. ‘A lot of people don’t believe it,
and I understand that,’ Stanley said. He
added, ‘Maybe the thought is they had to
come up with some kind of myth about
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the birth of Jesus to give him street cred
later on. Maybe that’s where that came
from’ (Baptist News Global, ‘Virgin
Birth Debate Interrupts Regular ‘War on
Christmas’ Program,’ 12-21-16). Stanley
then noted that it is interesting that only
2 of the 4 gospels mention the virgin
birth, and said ‘Christianity doesn’t
hinge on the truth or even the stories
around the birth of Jesus … It really
hinges on the resurrection of Jesus.’
Earlier this year, Stanley minimized the
importance of the role Scripture plays in
the life of the believer, and minimizing
the importance of the virgin birth of
Christ is simply the next step in this
downward trajectory. The virgin birth of
Christ is vitally important, for without
the virgin birth, mankind would not have
a Savior (the God-man) and no
resurrection could have occurred!
Despite what Stanley says, Christianity
does hinge on the truth surrounding the
birth of Jesus Christ. Stanley’s
statements are dangerous and his
conclusions
are
completely
unbiblical. Discerning believers must
beware of those who minimize vital
doctrinal truths in an attempt to relate to
those who reject such truths in the first
place.”
SOME OF BRITAIN’S TOP
UNIVERSITIES BECOMING NOGO ZONES FOR JEWS (Friday
Church News Notes, December 30,
2016,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The following is excerpted from “No-Go
Zones,” The Telegraph, Dec. 23, 2016:
“Some of Britain's leading universities
are becoming no-go zones for Jewish
students because anti-Semitism is so rife,
the first ever higher education
adjudicator has warned. Baroness Ruth
Deech, a cross-bench peer who formerly
held the highest office dealing with
student complaints, said that institutions
may be failing to combat hatred against
Jews as they are ‘afraid of offending’
their potential benefactors from Gulf
states. Her comments come after a series
of high profile incidents at top
universities where Jewish students claim
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they were verbally abused or physically
attacked. The academic community is at
the forefront of calls to boycott Israel. ...
‘Amongst Jewish students, there is
gradually a feeling that there are certain
universities that you should avoid,’
Baroness Deech said. ‘Definitely SOAS,
Manchester I think is now not so popular
because of things that have happened
there, Southampton, Exeter and so on.’”
SCIENTISTS LEARNING FROM
“NATURE” (Friday Church News
Notes,
December
30,
2016,
www.wayoflife.org, fbns@wayoflife.org,
866-295-4143) - The field of biomimicry-“nature-inspired solutions to complex
human challenges”--is exploding. A
recent example is the discovery of how
cellulose and xylan stick together to make
strong cell walls in plants. The molecules,
which are 10,000 times narrower than the
width of a human hair, were imaged by
solid state nuclear magnetic resonance to
reveal the secret of the marvelous way
they slot together. This knowledge “could
help scientists make wood strong enough
to support skyscrapers” (“Cell wall ‘glue’
could make wooden skyscrapers
possible,” UPI, Dec. 21, 2016). Paul
Depree, a professor of biochemistry at the
University of Cambridge, says, “We
knew the answer must be elegant and
simple. And in fact, it was.” But if you
believe in mindless, chance evolution,
why would you assume that cellular
workings are “elegant and simple”? The
very fact that living things are elegant
and simple, yet so complex that man can
learn from them only through brilliant
research, disproves evolution and points
to a Creator. The living cell witnesses to
a mighty, very wise Creator, but it does
not tell us who this Creator is and how I
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can know Him. For that we need a
revelation greater than the creation, and
God, in His mercy, has given this
revelation in the Bible. “God that made
the world and all things therein, seeing
that he is Lord of heaven and earth,
dwelleth not in temples made with hands;
Neither is worshipped with men's hands,
as though he needed any thing, seeing he
giveth to all life, and breath, and all
things; And hath made of one blood all
nations of men for to dwell on all the face
of the earth, and hath determined the
times before appointed, and the bounds
of their habitation; That they should seek
the Lord, if haply they might feel after
him, and find him, though he be not far
from every one of us” (Acts 17:24-27).
LOVE IS THE STUFF OF
ETERNITY (Friday Church News
Notes,
January
6,
2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The following is from John Phillips’
commentary on the Gospel of John: “‘For
God so loved the world, that he gave his
only begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in him should not perish, but
have everlasting life’ (John 3:16). It is
love from beginning to end. Love
conceived the plan of our redemption.
Love set it in motion and carried it
through. Love flowing ever and eternally
between Father, Son, and Holy Spirit;
love embracing us, saving us, changing
us, filling us, flowing back from us in
Christ through the Spirit to the Father.
Love is the stuff of which eternity is
made.”
DANCING INFRARED SQUIRRELS
(Friday Church News Notes, December
30,
2016,
www.wayoflife.org,
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fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The
following
is
from
CreationMoments.com, December 12,
2016: “The last creature a rattlesnake
wants to see is the California ground
squirrel. When an adult ground squirrel
finds a rattlesnake, it begins to taunt the
snake. The squirrel dashes into striking
range, whips its tail about, bites the
snake's tail and kicks sand on it. While
a rattlesnake can strike with lightning
speed, the little ground squirrel is even
faster and well able to dart out of the
way. Even if it was bitten, the venom
wouldn't kill it since these squirrels have
proteins in their blood that detoxify the
poison. Frustrated snakes have been
known to simply retreat when faced with
this treatment. Researchers have learned
that the squirrels’ bag of tricks is even
deeper. Rattlesnakes can see heat as
infrared light. When the ground squirrel
is taunting the rattlesnake, it sends

additional blood to its tail, causing it to
heat up, producing a very obvious
infrared image for the snake, further
confusing it. Interestingly enough, when
the ground squirrel taunts a gopher
snake, which cannot detect the infrared,
it does not heat its tail. How does the
squirrel know that the rattlesnake can be
confused with an infrared show while the
gopher snake cannot? The only
explanation is that the Creator, Who
made them both and calls us to saving
faith in His Son, Jesus Christ, designed
the ground squirrels' unique display.”
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defeated by a Trump win. Any such
thinking is shortsighted in a spiritual
sense, for the election changed absolutely
nothing on the spiritual front. America is
a wicked nation; wickedness is the source
of her ills; and wickedness can be
defeated only by spiritual weapons, not
by the carnal weapons of politics and
“conservatism.” But this thinking is
shortsighted even from a political
standpoint. “Leftist” socialism and
humanism are so deeply ingrained in
American institutions that no amount of
tinkering by conservatives will bring
fundamental change. They can endure
temporary setbacks, knowing that, apart
from a miracle, their policies will
ultimately prevail. They control the
public schools, the universities, the
highest courts. They have wormed their
way throughout the government and
military. The nation has been
psychologized, feminized, welfarized,
homosexualized, pacifized. The fear of
appearing
racist,
misogynist,
homophobic, and Islamophobic has
crippled the thinking of a large portion
of the population. Obama is not defeated.
Consider an excerpt from “Obama Plans
to Rule America Outside the White
House” by Daniel Greenfield, Frontpage
magazine, Nov. 25, 2016: “Obama can
no longer be commander-in-chief.
Instead he’s plotting to become
organizer-in-chief. The infrastructure for
the organization was put into place long
before anyone thought that Hillary might
lose. Organizing for Action gave him his
own organizing hub. ... Now that Trump
won, it’s an axis to build a personal
counterrevolution around. ... Obama is
not a conventional politician. He’s an
organizer and a campaigner at the
vanguard of a radical movement that

BARACK OBAMA AND HIS
POLICIES ARE NOT GOING
AWAY (Friday Church News Notes,
January 6, 2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) Obama and his policies have not been
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seeks to control traditional institutions,
but doesn’t feel bound by them. ... The
demoralization of the Democrats is, as
Obama put it, an opportunity. Social
chaos is a time for the left to overthrow
and undermine traditional institutions.
Fear, anger and despair are radicalizing.
The left has always operated by throwing
bombs and then profiting from the
fallout. That’s Obama’s agenda. ... While
the leftist rioters in the streets are
garnering the most attention, the real
threat comes from the network of staffers
dubbed Obama Anonymous ... Obama
isn’t going to retire. He’s not going to
spend years puttering around with a
presidential library. ... Obama believes
that he can rule America from outside the
White House. And he might be right. ...
Obama is not done transforming
America. And America isn’t done with
him yet.” “Righteousness exalteth a
nation: but sin is a reproach to any
people” (Proverbs 14:34).
JIMMY CARTER CALLS FOR
DIVIDING
ISRAEL
BEFORE
TRUMP’S INAUGURATION (Friday
Church News Notes, January 6, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - In
an op-ed published in the New York
Times on Nov. 28, former U.S. President
Jimmy Carter implored Barack Obama
to formally recognize a Palestinian state
before Trump’s election on January 20.
In his 2006 book Palestine: Peace Not
Apartheid, Carter falsely charged Israel
of “depriving Palestinians of their human
rights.” He foolishly blames Israel for the
continuation of the conflict in spite of
basic and irrefutable facts such as these:
Israel is America’s only true friend in the
Middle East and one of its truest friends
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in the world; the “Palestinians” are not
America’s friends and have consistently
shown no desire for “peace” under any
terms except the destruction of Israel;
the UN’s 1947 offer of a Palestinian state
was rejected by the Arabs who instead
tried to destroy the fledgling state of
Israel; Israel’s 2000 offer to give the
“Palestinians” Gaza, most of the West
Bank, and East Jerusalem as the capital
of a Palestinian state was rejected;
Israel’s 2008 offer to give the
“Palestinians” most of the West Bank
and put East Jerusalem under
international control was rejected; a
Palestinian state would place Israel in a
nearly indefensible position; Israel is the
only democracy in the Middle East and
the only nation that actually gives
Muslims basic “human rights”; and,
chief of all, Almighty God gave that land
to Israel’s seed. “Remember Abraham,
Isaac, and Israel, thy servants, to whom
thou swarest by thine own self, and
saidst unto them, I will multiply your
seed as the stars of heaven, and all this
land that I have spoken of will I give
unto your seed, and they shall inherit it
for ever” (Exodus 32:13). Jimmy Carter
teaches Sunday School in a Baptist
church, but he doesn’t believe the Bible.
He grew up Southern Baptist and is a
product of that denomination’s mixed
multitude philosophy. Carter has
criticized those who preach the gospel
to
Mormons
(“Are
Mormons
Christians?” Deseret News, Nov. 15,
1997). He fought to keep evolution in
Georgia’s public school textbooks
(“Another Attempt to Deny Evolution,”
San Diego Union-Tribune, Feb. 12,
2004). When running for president in
1976, Carter said that his favorite
theologians were Barth and Brunner who
deny cardinal doctrines of the Christian
faith. In 1977, Carter appointed proabortion activist lawyer Sarah
Weddington as Assistant to the
President. In 1992, Carter agreed to
serve as the honorary co-chair of the
Human Rights Campaign, a homosexual
advocacy group. Jimmy Carter was one
of America’s worse presidents. If
America were wise, not only would she
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not help Israel’s enemies, she would join
hands with Israel to seek out and destroy
Islamic jihadists. “Woe unto them that
call evil good, and good evil; that put
darkness for light, and light for darkness;
that put bitter for sweet, and sweet for
bitter!” (Isaiah 5:20).
FEMALE PREACHER AT TRUMP’S
INAUGURATION RECOMMENDS
PORNOGRAPHY (Friday Church
News Notes, January 6, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -

The following is from “Female
Preacher,” Pulpitandpen.org, Dec. 30,
2016). “Paula White, who has been
selected as the presiding pastrix to deliver
the prayer at Donald Trump’s presidential
inauguration, is an advocate of
pornography. In August of 2015, her
husband, Jonathan Cain [the third
marriage for both parties], took the stage
next to her while the two insisted that a
wife should engage in watching porn with
a husband who likes it in order to
strengthen their marriage. The Bible is
very clear that pornography is sinful and
is equated to adultery. Matthew 5:28
says, ‘But I say unto you, That whosoever
looketh on a woman to lust after her hath
committed adultery with her already in
his heart.’ This would most certainly
include pornography. Donald Trump is
also a staunch advocate of sexual
immorality. This is the same Paula White
that evangelical pro-family leader, James
Dobson, insisted led Donald Trump to
Christ. The well-known reverend
Franklin Graham is also scheduled to be
standing in unity with Paula White during
the inauguration.”
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“THE SHACK” THE MOVIE (Friday
Church News Notes, January 6, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The movie for William Paul Young’s
The Shack is scheduled for release in
March 2017. The powerful visual forum
will doubtless indoctrinate many movie
goers with the heresies promoted in this
novel. The Shack, authored by William
Paul Young, is a fictional account of a
man who is bitter against God for
allowing his youngest daughter to be
murdered and who returns to the scene
of the murder, an old shack in the woods,
to have a life-changing encounter with
God. The “God” that he encounters,
though, is not the God of the Bible.
Published in 2007, The Shack was
Number One on the New York Times
bestseller list for 50 weeks. By 2012, it
had
sold
18
million
copies
internationally. William Young is not a
member of a church and is even reticent
to call himself a Christian, describing
himself as “spiritual but not religious”
(“After The Shack, a Crossroads:
William Paul Young,” Publishers
Weekly, Sept. 21, 2012). Yet the novel
has been endorsed by Pat Robertson’s
700 Club, CCM artist Michael W. Smith,
Gayle Erwin of Calvary Chapel, James
Ryle of the Vineyard churches, Andy
Crouch, a senior editor of Christianity
Today, Gloria Gaither, Mark Lowry
(former singer with the Gaithers),
Eugene Peterson, author of The
Message, many Southern Baptists, and
others. Fundamentally, The Shack is
about redefining God. In a 2007
interview, Young told of a woman who
wrote to him and said that her 22-yearold daughter came to her after reading
the book and asked, “IS IT ALL RIGHT
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IF I DIVORCE THE OLD GOD AND
MARRY THE NEW ONE?” Young
therefore admits that the God of The
Shack is different from the traditional
God of Bible-believing Christianity. He
says that the God who “watches from a
distance and judges sin” is “a
Christianized version of Zeus.” In The
Shack, Young depicts the triune God as
a young Asian woman named “Sarayu”
* (supposedly the Holy Spirit), an
oriental carpenter who loves to have a
good time (supposedly the Son of God),
and an older black woman named
“Elousia” (supposedly God the Father).
(* The name “Sarayu” is from the Hindu
scriptures and represents a mythical river
in India on the shores of which the Hindu
god Rama was born.) Young’s god is the
god of the emerging church. He is cool,
loves rock & roll, is non-judgmental,
does not exercise wrath toward sin, does
not send unbelievers to an eternal fiery
hell, does not require repentance and the
new birth, puts no obligations on people,
doesn’t like traditional Bible churches,
and does not accept the Bible as the
infallible Word of God. (For a more
extensive review of The Shack, see “The
Shack’s Cool God” at www.wayoflife.org.)
POLYGAMY SANCTIONED BY
TOP RABBIS IN ISRAEL (Friday
Church News Notes, January 13, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The following is excerpted from “In
Defiance of Israeli Law, Polygamy
Sanctioned,” The Times of Israel, Dec.
27, 2016: “Each year, a number of Israeli
rabbis affiliated with the rabbinate give
permission for dozens of Orthodox
Jewish men to take a second wife,
despite the fact that polygamy is illegal
under state law, an expose by Channel
10 television revealed on Monday. An
organization [The Complete Jewish
Home] catering primarily to the Jewish
Orthodox
and
ultra-Orthodox
communities actively encourages and
facilitates polygamy, claiming the
practice will help reduce the number of
single women within their communities
and at the same time give Jews an edge
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in the demographic race against Arabs
in Israel. ... Although Jewish law forbids
a woman to marry more than one
husband, a practice known as polyandry,
it does permit a man to marry more than
one wife. There are several instances of
polygamy in the Bible, including two of
the three patriarchs (Abraham and Jacob)
and many of the kings. Jewish law gives
guidelines as to the circumstances under
which polygamy is permitted. Yet
already by the fourth or fifth century of
the common era, the practice was
discouraged or banned, and none of the
rabbis named in the Talmud had
polygamous relationships. Furthermore,
a ruling by 10th century Rabbi Gershom
ben Yehuda banned the practice
completely for Ashkenazi Jews. That
ruling was subsequently also accepted
by most Sephardic communities. ...
Polygamy has been illegal in Israel since
1977, when a law made the practice
punishable by up to five years in prison
and a monetary fine. Jews who arrived
from North Africa in the 1950s and 60s,
especially from Yemen, practiced
polygamy, but stringent enforcement
quickly ended the practice. The
authorities do largely turn a blind eye to
polygamy within the Bedouin sector,
even though it often leads to domestic
violence, sexual assault, and inescapable
poverty. According to a 2013 Knesset
report on polygamy in the Bedouin
communities, approximately 30 percent
of Negev Bedouins are involved in a
polygamous relationship.”
OBAMA: WOMEN AT LEAST AS
STRONG AS MEN (Friday Church
News Notes, January 13, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
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A CAGE OF LIGHT (Friday Church News Notes, January
6, 2017, www.wayoflife.org, fbns@wayoflife.org, 866295-4143) - The following is from CreationMoments.com,
December 21, 2016: “Ask any evolutionist, and he will tell
you that the Venus Flower Basket is one of the leastevolved animals. This animal is actually a sponge that is
made up of a colony of creatures, and it does some amazing
things. The Venus Flower Basket builds a basket-like
skeleton made up of glass-like silica covered only by a thin
layer of cells. The intricate internal structure of this skeleton
is reinforced to provide the greatest strength using the least
amount of material. The resulting skeleton turns out to be
a fiber optic network whose sophistication has been
compared to modern fiber optics used for
telecommunications networks. Symbiotic luminescent
microorganisms make a home inside the base of the sponge,
sending their light throughout the Flower Basket’s fiber
optic skeleton. The Flower Basket traps shrimp inside this
skeleton, where they spend their entire lives. The food they
drop feeds those luminescent microorganisms at the bottom
of the basket. The purpose of the light pulses is to attract

Speaking at a military event, President
Barack Obama said, “Joe Biden and I
know that women are as least as strong
as men.” The remarks were made at the
Armed Forces Full Honor Review
Farewell Ceremony on January 3
(“Obama to Armed Forces,” Breitbart,
Jan. 4, 2017). This nonsense is refuted
by many physiological facts. An obvious
one is that women are smaller than men.
“The average 18-year-old man is 70.2
inches tall and weighs 144.8 pounds,
whereas the average woman of the same
age is 64.4 inches tall and weighs 126.6
pounds” (“Physiological Differences
Between
the
Sexes,”
PhysicallyTrained.com, U.S. Army
physical training regulations). Men and
women can rarely compete head-to-head
in athletics at the elite level. “As a group,
women do not run, jump or swim as fast
as men. Women are also more prone to
certain types of athletic injuries than
men. ... The mean difference has been
about 10 percent between men and
women for all events. The mean gap is
10.7 percent for running, 8.9 percent for
swimming and 17.5 percent for jumping”
(“How Do Men and Women Differ
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prey to feed the shrimp, who, in turn, feed the source of
the light pulses! All of this is even more impressive, given
the fact that the Flower Basket has no nervous system
whatsoever. That this beautiful creature with no nervous
system is designed and works in such an intricate manner
is a powerful testimony to our Creator, the only One Who
could design this.”

Athletically? Livestrong.com). Women
have significantly less crushing strength
in their hands than men. Researchers at
the University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee
found that on average, adult males
between the ages of 20 and 24 generate
121 pounds of “crushing” grip strength
in their right hands, and women in that
same age group had 70.4 pounds of grip
strength in their right hands (Archives of
Physical Medicine and Rehabilitation).
Women have about 50% less upper body
strength than men and about 30% less
lower body strength (“Men vs. Women,”
LifeScience.com). Including women in
every facet of the military is not good
military sense; it is social engineering.

ROME RECOGNIZES LUTHER AS
“WITNESS TO THE GOSPEL”
(Friday Church News Notes, January 13,
2017,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The Roman Catholic Church has issued
a document recognizing Martin Luther as
“a witness to the gospel.” The statement
was made ahead of Rome’s Week of
Prayer for Christian Unity (Jan. 18-25)
which has the theme this year of
“Reconciliation: The love of Christ
compels us.” Last October, Pope Francis
joined with the Lutheran Church of
Sweden in the launch of the 500th
anniversary of the posting of Martin
Luther’s 95 Theses. This is all ecumenical
mumbo
jumbo.
Luther
was
excommunicated by Rome, and that
excommunication has not been lifted, and
Luther’s gospel of salvation by God’s
grace alone through faith in Christ alone
without works was cursed by the Council
of Trent, and that curse has never been
renounced. Luther didn’t abandon Rome
fully enough and biblically enough,
maintaining gross heresies such as infant
baptism and state churchism, and the
Lutheran churches in Europe have long
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been totally apostate. A religious survey
in 1992 found that 80 percent of
Denmark’s Lutherans do not believe in
the resurrection (Christian News, Oct. 4,
1993). The Church of Sweden allows
atheists to be ministers and is proabortion and pro-homosexual. In a 1984
interview, Krister Stendahl, who was
being ordained as the Bishop of
Stockholm and the archbishop of the
Church of Sweden, stated that “to hold
to a belief in just one God is idolatry”
and that “one can pray to God as energy.”
When asked directly if he believes in
God, Stendahl replied: “I think I’ve risen
above matters of faith and doubt. ... I
really don’t know what it means to ask
whether ‘there is’ a god” (“Krister
Stendahl maintains heretical views on
eve of consecration as Bishop of
Stockholm,” Christian News, November
19, 1984, p. 1). The journalist then asked
Stendahl what lies beyond death: “Oh,
I’d imagine that it would be great if we
could find a really fine heavenly paradise
to wander around in. But I know how
childish such human dreams are. I don’t
live for dreams” (Krister Stendahl, Ibid.).
CHINESE
CHRISTIAN
SENTENCED TO THREE YEARS IN
PRISON FOR HOLDING BIBLE
STUDY (Friday Church News Notes,
January 13, 2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The following is excerpted from
“Chinese Christian Woman,” The
Christian Post, Jan. 2, 2017: “A Chinese
woman from the western Xinjiang region
has been sentenced to three years in
prison for holding a Bible study,
reportedly because she was convicted of
‘gathering a crowd to disturb public
order.’ China Aid, which reports on
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human rights and persecution abuses in
the world’s most populous nation, said
on Sunday that Ma Huichao was taken
by police along with four other
Christians when they were accused by
Communist Party authorities of meeting
for the Bible study without government
approval. Her lawyer was apparently not
allowed to plead innocent on her behalf,
and Ma’s three-year prison sentence
began on Friday. China has been
cracking down on non-government
sanctioned underground churches and
Christian gatherings, and has arrested
hundreds of pastors and Christian
worshipers in the past few years on
similar charges of ‘disturbing public
order.’ The Revised Draft of Regulations
on Religious Affairs, which went into
effect in October 2016, further
established prohibitions on ‘organizing
citizens to attend religious training,
conferences and activities abroad,’
‘preaching,
organizing
religious
activities, and establishing religious
institutions or religious sites at schools,’
and ‘providing religious services through
the internet.’ ... ‘The government wants
to control everything, even the smallest

aspects. One characteristic of this draft
is the empowerment of local government
bodies all the way down to the
communities,’ one pastor, identified as
Zhou, told China Aid in September.”
CAN PLANTS TALK? (Friday Church
News Notes, January 13, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The following is excerpted from “In
Switzerland, Plants Have Dignity,”
swissbiofarmer.com, Oct. 25, 2014:
“When a lima bean plant gets attacked
by predatory insects, it starts producing
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a sweet nectar. This sweet nectar attracts
ants that attack all insects, but do not eat
the plant. At the same time, the plant
excretes a fragrance that warns other
lima beans of the impeding danger. They
can identify the fragrance and
immediately start producing the nectar
as well to attract the ants
preemptively. Additionally, the lima
bean sends out SOS fragrances to attract
beneficial insects. What is interesting is
that the lima bean not only knows that it
is being attacked, but also by whom. If it
is attacked by spider mites, it sends out
a fragrance to attract attack mites that get
rid of the spider mites. If however a
caterpillar is gnawing on the lima bean
plant, it sends out a fragrance cocktail to
attract parasitic wasps that get rid of the
caterpillars. The lima bean plant is able
to recognise who is attacking her by the
saliva of the predator, allowing her to
always call for the right ‘bodyguard’ to
protect her. Scientists have now
managed to identify a ‘vocabulary’ of
over 2,000 fragrances produced by
plants to communicate with their
surrounding plants and animals. And we
are just at the very beginning. (This is an
excerpt of Jenseits der Blattränder Eine Annäherung an Pflanzen by
Florianne Koechlin).”
NEW ANTIBIOTIC INSIDE YOUR
NOSE (Friday Church News Notes,
January 13, 2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The
following
is
from
CreationMoments.com, November 7,
2016: “According to researchers from
the University of Tübingen and the
German Center for Infection Research,
there's a bacterium in your nose that may
have already saved your life numerous
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times in the past and will likely save
your life many times more in the future.
That
bacterium--Staphylococcus
lugdunensis--is well known for
inhabiting your nose. But now it has
come to light that the bacterium
produces a previously unknown
antibiotic named Lugdunin. The
antibiotic is said to be ‘able to combat
multi-resistant pathogens, where many
classic antibiotics have become
ineffective.’ According to the research
team,
infections
caused
by
Staphylococcus aureus ranks as one of
the leading causes of death worldwide.
However, the researchers found that the
deadly strain of Staph is rarely found
when Staphylococcus lugdunensis is
present in the nose. According to
Professor Andreas Peschel, ‘Normally,
antibiotics are formed only by soil
bacteria and fungi. The notion that
human microflora may also be a source
of antimicrobial agents is a new
discovery.’ The discovery is good news
in itself. Even better, it may open up new
ways to develop strategies for infection
protection and to find new antibiotics
within the human body. Who could have
thought that microscopic bacteria
produced in our noses could protect us
from deadly microbes that swarm all
over our skin? There’s no question in my
mind that our Creator thought of it
because He cares so much about us!”
Source: “Human nose holds novel
antibiotic,” Science Daily, Jul. 29, 2016.
THE KORAN’S DENIAL OF JESUS’
DIVINITY READ IN SCOTTISH
CHURCH (Friday Church News Notes,
January 20, 2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - A
section of the Koran denying that Jesus
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is the Son of God was chanted by a
Muslim woman at a worship service in
St. Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow,
Scotland. This church belongs to the
Scottish Episcopal Church, which in
turn is part of the worldwide Anglican
communion. The occasion was the
Feast of the Epiphany which deals with
the visit of the wise men to the infant
Jesus and “celebrates Jesus being
revealed to the nations.” The Koran’s
Surah 19 claims that baby Jesus said,
“Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so
worship Him.” It also says, “It is not
[befitting] for Allah to take a son;
exalted is He!” What blasphemy! What
apostasy and spiritual foolishness! We
are observing the one world “church”
taking shape before our eyes, which is
one of the signs that we are seeing the

day approaching (Hebrews 10:25).
From its inception, Islam was a
judgment on apostate Christianity. The
difference between now and previous
times (such as the 15th century when
the Byzantine Empire fell to Muslim
jihadists) is that today many of the
“Christians” don’t even recognize Islam
as an enemy.
TRUMP’S PICK TO LEAD
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
SUPPORTS POLICY ON LGBT
SOLDIERS (Friday Church News
Notes,
January
20,
2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) In his confirmation hearings, James
Mattis, Donald Trump’s pick to lead the
Department of Defense, says he
supports the current policy of allowing
LGBT (lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transsexual) soldiers to serve openly in
the United States military (“Groups
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Praise Mattis for Supporting LGBTFriendly Policy,” Newsmax, Jan. 12,
2017).
RELIGIOUS LEADERS BLESS
ABORTION CLINIC (Friday Church
News Notes, January 20, 2017,
www.wayoflife.org, fbns@wayoflife.org,
866-295-4143) - A group of 20 religious
leaders met to bless Planned Parenthood’s
new abortion clinic in Washington, D.C.
The group of misguided people included
a Jewish rabbi, Hindu priests, a Muslim
imam, and some denominational
Christians. Abortion supporter “Rev.”
Christine Wiley of Baptist United Church
of Christ calls herself “progressive.”
Rabbi Michael Namath of the Religious
Action Center of Reform Judaism prayed,
“God, let your spirit rest upon these care
servers, who serve as instruments of your
hands’ (“Religious Leaders Bless Planed
Parenthood Abortion Mega-Clinic,”
Breitbart, Jan. 13, 2017). The Hindu
priests engaged in chants to bring “a good
vibration to the building.” Laura Meyers,
president of Planned Parenthood, says the
organization is “doing sacred work.”
“CLOCK BOY” DEFAMATION
SUIT TOSSED (Friday Church News
Notes,
January
20,
2017,
www.wayoflife.org, fbns@wayoflife.org,
866-295-4143) - The following is
excerpted from Jim Hanson, “Clock
Boy,” National Review, Jan. 13, 2017:
“Free speech won a victory in Texas on
Tuesday when a judge dismissed a
defamation lawsuit by Mohamed
Mohamed, father of the ‘Clock Boy,’
Ahmed Mohamed, against me, my
employer--the Center for Security--Fox
News, Glenn Beck, and others including
the mayor of Irving, Texas. The suit
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claimed that in the course of discussing
Ahmed Mohamed’s bringing a device
resembling a bomb to his school, we had
defamed Ahmed and his family. This
was nonsense and the suit contained no
actual evidence of defamation, which the
judge affirmed, citing the Texas statute
prohibiting strategic Lawsuits Against
Public Participation (SLAPP). Robert
Muise, co-founder of the American
Freedom Law Center, which represented
us, said, ‘AFLC was formed in large
measure to take on Islamists like CAIR
who use and abuse the legal system with
their cynical form of lawfare to
undermine our constitutional liberties-notably free speech.’ ... [T]he simple fact
is that the device Ahmed brought to
school looks just like the timing device
for an improvised bomb. I know this,
because as an Army Special Forces
Weapons NCO, I’ve built and exploded
devices that looked just like it. The
teachers and law-enforcement officials
acted entirely properly to ensure that all
students were safe and to find out why
Ahmed brought it to school in the first
place. His answers to simple questions
about this were evasive and
consequently they put safety procedures
into play. The lawsuit was designed to
attack those who pointed out that
Islamist groups were using this and
similar campaigns to smear and silence
their opponents. Those who note that
there is an agenda to suppress speech
critical of Islam in any way are called
haters and Islamophobes. ... We didn’t
start the fight against radical Islam, but
we cannot ignore it. And we certainly
cannot be forbidden to speak about it.”
LESBIAN COUPLE TO PASTOR
BAPTIST CHURCH (Friday Church

1 Timothy 6:20,21

O

F

L

I

F

E

L

I

T

E

News Notes, January 20, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The following is excerpted from
“Married lesbian couple,” The
Washington Post, Jan. 9, 2017: “Calvary
Baptist Church, a progressive Baptist
landmark in the heart of downtown
Washington, has named a gay couple as
co-pastors. Sally Sarratt and Maria
Swearingen were presented to the
congregation during worship services
Jan. 8 and are set to begin their new jobs
Feb. 26. A spokeswoman for the
congregation said she didn’t know
whether a gay couple leading a church
was a first for Baptists. ‘We look for the
best people in the world and that’s who
they were,’ said Carol Blythe. ‘We’re
very excited.’ The 155-year-old church
severed ties with the Southern Baptist
Convention in 2012: It was at
loggerheads with the group on several
issues, including the SBC’s stance
against homosexuality. Calvary Baptist
still affiliates with American Baptist
Churches USA.”
EUTHANASIA AND PLANT’S
RIGHTS IN SWITZERLAND (Friday
Church News Notes, January 20, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The following is excerpted from “What
Happened to Switzerland?” The
Discovery Institute, May 1, 2014: “Swiss
law has permitted assisted suicide since
1942 so long as the assister does not have
‘selfish motives.’ For decades, nothing
much came of it. But with the emergence
of the (sufferer-elimination) euthanasia
movement, the country Kevorkianized,
resulting in the establishment of suicide
clinics to which people attend from
around the world. These death clinics are
becoming increasingly popular. A
recently published report revealed that
1705 died at one clinic (Dignitas) alone
since 1998, with 204—about four per
week—killing themselves within the
facility in 2013. The people who die in
these clinics are not limited to the
terminally ill, and indeed, sometimes
include healthy people. ... For example,
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in recent months, an elderly Italian
woman committed assisted suicide at a
clinic because she was upset about losing
her looks. ... At the same time that Swiss
law allows a raucous suicide industry to
thrive, it also outlaws flushing goldfish
down the toilet. In other words, the
putative suffering of fish is of greater
legal concern than the assisted killing of
suicidal people. ... Meanwhile, one
canton allows lawyers to represent
supposedly wronged animals. One such
legal eagle sued an angler for taking too
long to reel in a pike. It gets even more
bizarre. Switzerland’s constitution
requires that ‘account must be taken of
the dignity of living beings when
handling animals, plants and other living
organisms.’ ... In a resulting report [by
the Swiss Federal Ethics Committee on
Non-Human Biotechnology], The
Dignity of Living Beings with Regard to
Plants, a ‘clear majority’ of the panel
determined that we cannot claim
‘absolute ownership’ over plants and,
moreover, that ‘individual plants have
an inherent worth.’ This means that ‘we
may not use them just as we please, even
if the plant community is not in danger,
or if our actions do not endanger the
species, or if we are not acting
arbitrarily.’ So, is it immoral to weed the
garden? The committee didn’t say. But
it did offer the following illustration of
supposedly immoral behavior: A farmer
mows his field (apparently an acceptable
action). But then, while walking home,
he casually ‘decapitates’ some
wildflowers with his scythe. ... these
policies are symptomatic of our fasteroding ability to think critically and to
distinguish serious from frivolous ethical
concerns.”

21

W

22

A

Y

O

F

L

I

F

E

L

I

T

E

R

THE FOREIGN SPIRIT OF
CONTEMPORARY
WORSHIP
MUSIC (Friday Church News Notes,
January 20, 2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The
hard-hitting
multi-media
presentation The Foreign Spirit of
Contemporary
Worship
Music
documents the frightful spiritual
compromise, heresy, and apostasy that
permeates the field of contemporary
praise.
Through
extensive
documentation,
it
proves
that
contemporary worship music is
controlled by “another spirit” (2 Cor.
11:4). It is the spirit of charismaticism,
the spirit of the “latter rain,” the spirit of
Roman Catholicism and the one-world
“church,” the spirit of the world that is
condemned by 1 John 2:16, the spirit of
homosexuality, and the spirit of the false
god of The Shack. The presentation looks
carefully at the origin of contemporary
worship in the Jesus Movement of the
1970s, examining the lives and
testimonies of some of the most
influential people. Nearly 60 video clips
and hundreds of photos are featured. The
presentation is available as a free eVideo
download from www.wayoflife.org. It is
also available as part of the Music for
Good or Evil video series.

everything from astronomy to zoology.
The leaves of plants have pores that let in
carbon dioxide. However, if the pores
open too far or remain open too long, the
plant may lose too much water. How does
a plant, that has no brain or nervous
system, keep these factors in balance?
Researchers had always thought that the
pores work independently. However,
close study has shown that patches of
pores in a leaf open and close together. In
fact, over several minutes, open and
closed patches of pores move across a leaf
in patterns. As scientists studied these
patterns, they realized that the pattern they
were looking at was what they call
‘distributed, emergent computation’ or
‘cellular automata.’ The individual cells
of the leaves are working with each other
to perform complex large-scale
computations. In short, the cells of plant
leaves are working together as a
computer, even though they lack a central
processor. While evolutionists would
hope to explain this built-in intelligence
by chance, it is difficult to get around the
fact that intelligence is built into the
creation. Such intelligence can only be
ascribed to an intelligent source, our
Creator. Source: Science News, 2/21
2004, pp. 123-124, Erica Klarreich,
‘Computation’s New Leaf.’”

SMART LEAVES (Friday Church
News Notes, January 20, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The
following
is
from
CreationMoments.com, September 21,
2016: “As science learns more about the
universe, some are suggesting that they
see basic mathematical principles that
underlie everything. This principle,
which one scientist has called ‘cellular
automata,’ might be at the root of

PRESIDENT TRUMP CHOOSES
SINATRA’S
NARCISSISTIC
ANTHEM FOR FIRST DANCE
NUMBER (Friday Church News Notes,
January 27, 2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - For
the first dance number of his inaugural
balls, President Donald Trump choose the
narcissistic anthem “My Way,” which
was a Frank Sinatra mega-hit in 1969. It
describes a man who thinks he can thumb
his nose at God’s holy laws, do it his way,
and things will turn out fine. “My Way”
is one of the most influential pop songs
of all time. It holds the record for the most
time spent in the UK Top 40 singles chart
(75 weeks). It’s the song most frequently
played at British funerals. The song is
based generally on the tune of a French
pop song, Comme d’habitude (As Usual),
and the words were written Paul Anaka,
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who asked himself, “If Frank were
writing this, what would he say? ... I
noticed that everything was ‘my this’
and ‘my that.’ We were in the ‘me
generation’ and Frank became the guy
for me to use to say that. I used words
I would never use: ‘I ate it up and spit
it out.’ But that’s the way he talked”
(“Paul Anka: One Song,” The Daily
Telegraph, Nov. 8, 2016). The song has
caused so many acts of violence and
homicide in karaoke bars in the
Philippines that they are referred to as
“My Way Killings.” When Bono (lead
singer for U2) delivered the Legend
Award to Sinatra at the 1994 Grammys,
he called him “the chairman of the bad
attitude.” The last stanza of “My Way”
says, “For what is a man, what has he
got? If not himself, then he has naught.
To say the things he truly feels and not
the words of one who kneels. The
record shows I took the blows and did
it my way. Yes, it was my way.”
Probably in a vain attempt to cover all
his bases, the irreligious Sinatra died in
the arms of Rome. In his acceptance
speech on January 20, President Trump
called his fellow Americans who want
good schools, safe neighborhoods, and
good jobs “righteous people and a
righteous public.” He said, “We are
protected and we will always be
protected. We will be protected by the
great men and women of our military
and law enforcement. And most
importantly, we will be protected by
God.” That statement is the sin of
presumption. It has no support from
Scripture. America is most definitely
not a righteous nation. It is a desperately
sinful nation, though it has had more
Bible light than any nation on earth
other than Israel. “Righteousness
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exalteth a nation: but sin is a reproach to
any people” (Proverbs 14:34).
CHARISMATICS PROPHESYING
OF ANGELS MARCHING AND
DONALD
TRUMP
“ACCELERATION BOOTS” (Friday
Church News Notes, January 27, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) The Internet is buzzing with charismatic
“prophecies” of great things for America
through the Trump presidency. Writing
for The Elijah List, Lana Vawser made
the following pronouncement, which is
typical: “I saw this increase happen in
the spirit from the moment that
President-elect Trump is sworn in at his
inauguration. I saw an acceleration of the
fire of God all across the nation, and I
could hear the Lord saying, ‘USA burn,
USA burn. Burn to come alive! Burn,
ushering in the divine U-turn, return and
reset.’ ... It is the cleansing and purifying
fire of the Lord. ... I heard the words, ‘I
am going to uproot, and I am going to
give Donald Trump acceleration boots.’
... More and more ground will be taken
and victory demonstrated in such
suddenlies that it will look impossible
that it could happen so quickly, but it is
the anointing of the Lord’s acceleration
upon Mr. Trump. The Lord is doing a
very quick work in the USA right now
to see His glory come in ways that have
never been seen before as healing and
freedom come to the land. ... The first
day I arrived in Washington, D.C., this
week, I heard the Lord saying over and
over, ‘Washington is waking up.
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Washington is waking up.’ ... A few days
later, I could hear the sound of angels
marching into Washington, D.C., on
assignment to bring a great awakening of
His power and glory.” CONCLUSION:
What do these prophecies mean?
Absolutely nothing! “To the law and to
the testimony: if they speak not according
to this word, it is because there is no light
in them” (Isaiah 8:20). (For more about
the Latter Rain prophets see the free
eBooks Charismatic Confusion and EndTime Confusion International House of
Prayer, www.wayoflife.org.)
QUEEN’S CHAPLAIN RESIGNS
AFTER SPEAKING AGAINST
KORAN READING IN GLASGOW
CATHEDRAL (Friday Church News

Notes,
January
27,
2017,
www.wayoflife.org, fbns@wayoflife.org,
866-295-4143) - After speaking out
against the reading of the Koran at St.
Mary’s Cathedral, Glasgow, one of the
Queen’s 34 chaplains has been forced to
resign. Dr. Gavin Ashenden bravely and
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rightly reproved the decision of Kelvin
Holdsworth, Provost of the cathedral,
and called upon him to apologize,
suggesting that he lacked the
“theological astuteness” for the job.
Instead of Holdsworth being forced to
apologize and step down over the
blasphemous heresy, the axe fell upon
Ashenden
the
reprover.
From
Ashenden’s resignation statement, it
appears that he was forced out by the
palace. He said he realized “a very
important convention that the Queen
should not be drawn into publics affairs
where she is deemed to be taking a
position” (“Queen’s Chaplain Quits,”
ChristianToday.com, Jan. 22, 2017). He
said, further, “Because I think it a higher
and more compelling duty to speak out
on behalf of the faith, than to retain a
public honour which precludes me doing
so at this time, I resigned my post.” It’s
too bad that the queen of England, the
head of the Church of England, did not
publicly support one of her preachers
who has at least a hint of gumption for
the truth of God’s Word. As we stated
in Friday Church News Notes last week,
a section of the Koran, Surah 19,
denying that Jesus is the Son of God was
recently chanted by a Muslim woman
during a worship service at St. Mary’s.
This church belongs to the Scottish
Episcopal Church, which in turn is part
of the worldwide Anglican communion.
Surah 19 claims that baby Jesus said,
“Allah is my Lord and your Lord, so
worship Him.” It also says, “It is not
[befitting] for Allah to take a son;
exalted is He!”
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