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Introduction

The following was first published in O Timothy magazine, 
Volume 7, Issue 4, 1990. The interview with the late Alfred 
Pohl was conducted February 21, 1990, by David Cloud. 
While visiting with us for a few days in Washington state, Mr. 
Pohl, who lived in Canada, agreed to recount his experiences 
in a healing campaign with William Branham. At that time, 
Pohl was a leader in a Pentecostal denomination and a 
teacher in their Bible college. The duplicity and heresy he 
witnessed in the Branham healing campaign was a major step 
toward his leaving Pentecostalism. His book 17 Reasons Why 
I Left the Tongues Movement is  available as a free eBook from 
www.wayoflife.org.
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Branham’s Life and Beliefs

William Branham was an acclaimed Pentecostal healer and 
prophet who arose from the ranks during the same general 
period as such other well known Pentecostal figures as Oral 
Roberts, T.L. Osborn, Jack Coe, Kathryn Kuhlman, and 
Demos Shakarian. Branham conducted large healing 
campaigns in America, Canada, and Europe, and was 
honored as a prophet of God throughout Pentecostalism.
Though dead, Branham is still referred to frequently by 

Pentecostal leaders and publications, and there are churches, 
particularly in Canada and Europe, that claim him as their 
leader.

"The person universally acknowledged as the revival's 
‘father' and ‘pacesetter' was William Branham. The sudden 
appearance of his miraculous healing campaigns in 1946 
set off a spiritual explosion in the Pentecostal movement 
which was to move to Main Street, U.S.A., by the 1950s 
and give birth to the broader charismatic movement in the 
1960s, which currently affects almost every denomination 
in the country. ... ‘Branham filled the largest stadiums and 
meeting halls in the world.' ... As the pacesetter of the 
healing revival, Branham was the primary source of 
inspiration in the development of other healing ministries. 
He inspired hundreds of ministers to enter the healing 
ministry and a multitude of evangelists paid tribute to him 
for the impact he had upon their work. As early as 1950, 
over 1,000 healing evangelists gathered at a Voice of 
Healing [the name of Branham's magazine] convention to 
acknowledge the profound influence of Branham on the 
healing movement” (Dictionary of Pentecostal and 
Charismatic Movements, Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1988, 
p. 372).

Before we proceed with Alfred Pohl’s interview, we will 
give a brief overview of Branham's life from the report, 
"Latter-day Prophets: The Kansas City Connection," by 
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Albert James Dager. In brackets we will insert other material 
which we feel is helpful in understanding Branham.

__________

"Latter-day Prophets: The Kansas City Connection,"
by Albert James Dager.

“William Marion Branham was born April 6, 1909, on a 
farm near Berksville, Kentucky, U.S.A. At the time of his 
birth, his mother was fifteen years of age and his dad was 
eighteen. Something unusual happened the day he was born. 
A few rays of light shone into the room and a halo, one foot 
in diameter, appeared above the mother and the baby. As a 
result of this incident his mother took him to a Baptist 
church in the community. This was the first and last time he 
went to church for many years. While William Branham was 
quite young, his parents moved to a farm near Jeffersonville, 
Indiana, where "his early life was marked by tragedy, poverty, 
and misunderstanding” (Carl Dyck, William Branham: The 
Man and His Message, Saskatoon: Western Tract Mission, 
1984, p. 3).

It should also be noted that Branham's parents believed in 
fortunetelling, and he was burdened through occultism at an 
early age (Kurt Koch, Between Christ and Satan, p. 150).

In 1948, William Branham, a Baptist preacher turned 
Pentecostal, incorporated into his own ministry the ideas 
[Franklin] Hall presented in Atomic Power with God through 
Fasting and Prayer. Because of his influence over the lives of 
almost all the "healing revival" preachers that followed after 
him, Branham proved to be the most influential of Hall's 
disciples.

Branham's followers believed him to be the apostle of the 
final Church age.

He gained popularity through his teachings on what he 
called "God's Seventh Church Age," which would be the final 
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move of God before the manifestation of His Kingdom on 
earth. Branham based this teaching on his interpretation of 
Joel 2:23, which speaks of the latter rain on God's blessings 
upon Israel and applied this latter rain to the neo-pentecostal 
move of his day. He taught that God's promise to restore what 
the locust, cankerworm, caterpillar, and palmerworm had 
eaten would be the restoration of the Church out of 
denominationalism, which he equated with the Mark of the 
Beast.

Branham is said to have exhibited remarkable healing 
power [we will see from Pohl's interview that this was a 
sham], and the ability to give accurate words of knowledge 
about people whom he had never met. [The latter is 
soothsaying, which is occultic.]

From a very early age it was evident that supernatural 
power accompanied Branham's life. When he was three years 
of age [other accounts give the age as two and seven], he first 
heard "the Voice." This disembodied Voice told him that he 
was never to drink, smoke, or defile his body in any way, for 
he was being groomed for work at a later date (William 
Branham, My Life Story, Jeffersonville, IN: Spoken Word 
Publications, undated, p. 24).
The Voice accompanied Branham throughout his lifetime, 

and eventually made itself known as an angel. This angel 
directed him in every aspect of his personal life, and it was 
the angel rather than the Holy Spirit to whom Branham gave 
credit for his power (Kurt Koch, Occult Bondage and 
Deliverance, Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1972, p. 50).

Branham knew that if he didn't do what the Voice told him 
to do, he would suffer greatly.

[The angel supposedly appeared during a 1933 baptismal 
service in the Ohio River at Jeffersonville, Indiana, and said 
to Branham: "As John the Baptist foreran the first coming of 
Christ, you will forerun His Second Coming” (In the Days of 
the Voice of the 7th Angel, Edmonton: End Time Message 
Tabernacle, p. 53).]
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Branham propagated what he called the "Serpent's Seed" 
teaching: the belief that Cain was produced through a sexual 
union between Eve and the serpent in the garden. The curse 
of the Serpent's Seed, he believed, continues to plague 
mankind through women, and is evidenced in their 
temptation of men (Branham, My Life Story, p. 19).

[This strange teaching is stated as follows by one of 
Branham's disciples:

"Eve's eating was adultery with the serpent, Proverbs 30:20. 
Remember, he was not a snake at this point. That curse 
came after the act. ... It was not an apple that caused Adam 
and Eve to realize they were naked. But it was a sex act. ... 
The serpent was an upright handsome creature. He was, in 
fact, ‘the missing link' that science even in their unspiritual 
wisdom, can see is missing ‘between man and monkey.' ... 
Satan used this creature to get himself into the Human 
race” (Was it an Apple? Lima, Oh: Bible Believers of 
Lima).]

[Branham believed that some humans are descended from 
the serpent's seed and are destined for hell, which is not 
eternal, however. The seed of God, i.e., those who receive 
Branham's teaching, are predestined to become the Bride of 
Christ. There are still others who possess free will and who 
may be saved out of the denominational churches, but they 
must suffer through the Great Tribulation. He considered 
denominationalism a mark of the Beast (Rev. 13:17) 
(Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, pp. 
95, 96).]

Another of Branham's teachings was that the Zodiac and 
the Egyptian pyramids were equal to the Scriptures in the 
revelation of God's Word (Branham, Adoption, Jeffersonville, 
IN: Spoken Word Publications, pp. 31, 104).

[Branham denied the Trinity, and required that believers 
baptized by a Trinitarian formula be rebaptized in the name 
of "Jesus only” (Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic 
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Movements, pp. 95, 96). In a sermon entitled "The Way of a 
True Prophet," Branham stated this view as follows:

"Why don't you examine your baptism of Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghost, and that false ‘trinity' it's so-called, which is 
nothing in the world but three offices of one God, titles. 
No, name of Father, there's no such a thing as name, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost--Name of the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghost, which is the Lord Jesus Christ” (In the 
Days of the Voice of the 7th Angel, p. 41).]

[Branham proclaimed himself the angel of Revelation 3:14 
and 10:7 and predicted that by 1977 all denominations would 
be consumed by the World Council of Churches under the 
control of the Roman Catholics, that the Rapture would take 
place, and that the world would be destroyed (Dictionary of 
Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, p. 96). Branham 
predicted that by 1977 all denominations would be consumed 
by the World Council of Churches under the control of Rome 
and the Rapture and the end of the world would take place 
(Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic Movements, first 
edition, p. 96). He said, “At--at least, this great nation is going 
to strike a war that’s going to blow it to bits” (Branham, The 
Laodician Church Age, Dec. 11, 1960, Jefferson, Indiana, 
audio tape).]

Although many Pentecostals overlooked these and other 
false prophecies and aberrant teachings and embraced him as 
an apostle and a prophet, his popularity declined in the late 
'50s due to his attempt to establish his proclamations as equal 
to Scripture. Even the Full Gospel Business Men's Fellowship 
International [FGBMFI], which had supported Branham and 
given him an open forum at their meetings, began to move 
away from him, although some local chapters continued to 
use him as a speaker.

In spite of Branham's denial of the Trinity, and his aberrant 
teachings on immortalization, on the restoration of the 
Church and on the offices of apostles and prophets, Demos 
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Shakarian [founder of FGBMFI] wrote, "Rev. Branham often 
made the statement that the only Fellowship to which he 
belonged was FGBMFI. Often, when called upon to speak at 
various conventions and chapter meetings, he has traveled 
long distances to keep those engagements. His spirit of 
service was an inspiration” (David E. Harrell, Jr., All Things 
Are Possible, Bloomington, IN: Indiana University Press, 
1976, p. 161).

Branham was injured in a head-on collision while on a trip 
to Arizona and passed away six days later [on December 24, 
1965]. Many of his followers believed that he had truly come 
in the spirit of Elijah; some believed him to be God, born of a 
virgin, and fully expected him to rise from the dead in three 
days (Ibid.).

To date, William Branham's body is still in the grave. But 
his occult healing methodology was picked up by hundreds 
of others upon whom he had laid his hands for transference 
of the spirit that worked through him. These included almost 
all the major names who operated as "healing" evangelists 
during that time and who are still at work today. They took 
Branham's mantle through the period known as the Latter 
Rain.

__________

The previous report, except for the parts within brackets, is 
from Albert James Dager, Latter-day Prophets: The Kansas 
City Connection, Media Spotlight.
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Branham’s Angel

We believe it is important to say more about Branham's 
angel and the supernatural powers that influenced his life. As 
has been noted, from early childhood Branham experienced 
voices and visions. Consider the following quotes from his 
testimony:

“I was crying, and all at once I heard something making a 
noise like a whirlwind, something like this going 
‘Whoooosssh, whooooossssh,’ just a noise like that. Well, it 
was awful quiet, and I looked around. And you know what, 
a little whirlwind, I believe you call them a little cyclone. 
And I was under a great white popular tree, stood about 
halfway between the barn and the house. And I heard that 
noise. ... And I got just few feet from that, out from under 
the branches of this big tree, and, oh, my, it made a whirl 
sounding. And I turned to look and about halfway up that 
tree was another whirlwind, caught in that tree just a-
going around and around, moving those leaves. ... So I 
watched, but it didn't leave off. Usually it's just a puff for a 
moment, then it goes, but it had already been in there two 
minutes or more.

“Well, I started up the lane again. And I turned to look at 
this again. And when It did, a human Voice just as audible 
as mine is, said, ‘Don't you never drink, smoke, or defile 
your body in any way. There'll be a work for you to do 
when you get older.’ Why, it liked to scared me to death! 
You could imagine how a little fellow felt. I dropped those 
buckets, and home I went just as hard as I could go, 
screaming at the top of my voice. ...

“Well, I told that to Mama, and--and she just laughed at 
me. And I was just hysterical. She called the doctor, and 
the doctor said, ‘Well, he's just nervous, that's all.’ So she 
put me to bed. And I never, from that day to this, ever 
passed by that tree again. I was scared. I'd go down the 
other side of the garden, because I thought there was a 
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man up in that tree and He was talking to me, great deep 
Voice that spoke” (William Branham, My Life Story, 
Edmonton: End Time Message Tabernacle, pp. 14-15);

This was the beginning of Branham's experience in the 
supernatural, and he claimed that this voice followed him the 
rest of his life and was the voice which controlled his healing 
ministry. Years later Branham was baptizing in the Ohio 
River and claims that the voice spoke again:

“I was baptizing down on the river, my first converts, at the 
Ohio River ... And just then a whirl come from the heavens 
above, and here come that Light, shining down. ... And It 
hung right over where I was at. A Voice spoke from there, 
and said, ‘As John the Baptist was sent for the forerunner 
of the first coming of Christ, you've got a Message that will 
bring forth the forerunning of the Second Coming of 
Christ.’ And it liked to a-scared me to death.

“And I went back, and all the people there ... they asked 
me, said, ‘What did that Light mean?’

“A big group of colored people from the--the Gilead Age 
Baptist church and the Lone Star church down there, and 
many of those was down there, they began screaming 
when they saw that happen, people fainted” (William 
Branham, How the Angel Came to Me, and His 
Commission, Edmonton: End Time Message Tabernacle, p. 
18).

Branham was bothered by the many visitations and 
repeatedly prayed that God would take them away. Finally 
the voice appeared to him in bodily form and gave him a 
commission to heal:

“And then all along down through life I'd see that, see that 
moving, see that visions, how those things would happen. 
Then, a little later on, It kept bothering me so much, and 
everybody telling me It was wrong. ... No matter how 
much I'd keep praying for That not to come, It come 
anyhow....
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“I was game warden in the State of Indiana. ... I said, 
‘Honey, I can't go on like this, I'm a prisoner.’ I said, ‘All the 
time, when this thing keeps happening, and things like 
that, and these visions a-coming, and so forth like that, or 
whatever it is.’ I said, ‘Them trances like,’ I said, ‘I don't 
know what that is. And, honey, I- I-I-I don't want to fool 
with it, they--they tell me it's the Devil. And I love the 
Lord Jesus.’

“And I said, ‘Meda [his wife], I'll never come out of that 
woods until God promises me He'll take that thing away 
from me and never let it happen again.’ ...

“And I went up there that night and went back in the little 
old cabin floor. ... Where I used to trap when I was a boy, 
had a trap line through there and go up there and fish and 
stay all night. Just a little old dilapidated cabin sitting over 
there ... And I set down on this little stool. And I just 
sitting, oh, kind of in this position, just like that.

“And, all at once, I seen a Light flicker in the room. And I 
thought somebody was come up with a flashlight. And I 
looked around, and I thought, ‘Well ...’ And here It was, 
right out in front of me. And old wooden boards on the 
floor. And there It was, right in front of me. And a little old 
drum stove sitting in the corner, the top was tore out of it. 
And--and right in here there was a--a Light on the floor, 
and I thought, ‘Well, where's that? Well, that couldn't be 
coming.’

“I looked around. And here It was above me, this very 
same Light, right there above me, hanging right like that. 
Circling around like a fire, kind of an emerald color, going, 
‘Whoossh, whoossh, whoossh!’ like that, just above It, like 
that. And I looked at That, and I thought, ‘What is That?’ 
Now, It scared me.

“And I heard somebody coming, just walking, only it was 
barefooted. And I seen the foot of a Man come in. Dark in 
the room, all but right here where It was shining right 
down. And I seen the foot of a Man coming in. And when 
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He come into the room, walked on up, He was a Man 
about ... looked to weigh about two hundred pounds. 
[Branham also described him as dark of complexion, with 
shoulder length hair.] He had His hands folded like this.

“Now, I had seen It in a Whirlwind, I had heard It talk to 
me, and seen It in the form of a Light, but the first time I 
ever seen the image of It. It walked up to me, real close.

“Well, honest friends, I--I thought my heart would fail 
me. ... Cause after hundreds and hundreds of times of 
visitations, it paralyzes me when He comes near. It 
sometimes it even makes me ... I almost completely pass 
out, just so weak when I leave the platform many times. If I 
stay too long, I'll go completely out. I've had them ride me 
around for hours, not even know where I was at. And I 
can't explain it. ...

“So I was sitting there and looking at Him. I--I kind of had 
my hand up like that. He was looking right at me, just as 
pleasant. But He had a real deep Voice, and He said, ‘Do 
not fear. I am sent from the Presence of Almighty God.’ 
And when He spoke, that Voice, that was the same Voice 
that spoke to me when I was two years old, all the way up. I 
knowed that was Him.

“He said, ‘I am sent from the Presence of Almighty God, to 
tell you that your peculiar birth’ (as you know what my 
birth was up there; that same Light hung over me when I 
was first born). And so He said, ‘Your peculiar birth and 
misunderstood life has been to indicate that you're to go to 
all the world and pray for the sick people.’ And said, ‘And 
regardless of what they have ... if you get the people to 
believe you, and be sincere when you pray, nothing shall 
stand before your prayers, not even cancer.’

“And He said, ‘As the prophet Moses was given two gifts, 
signs to vindicate his ministry, so will you be given two.’ 
He said, ‘One of them will be that you'll take the person 
that you're praying for by the hand, with your left hand 
and their right,’ and said, ‘then just stand quiet, and there'll 
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be a physical effect that'll happen on your body. Then you 
pray. And if it leaves, the disease is gone from the people. If 
it doesn't leave, just ask a blessing and walk away.’

“He said, ‘And the next thing will be, if they won't hear 
that, then they will hear this. Then it'll come to pass that 
you'll know the very secret of their heart. This they will 
hear.’

“He said, ‘You were born in this world for that 
purpose’” (William Branham, How the Angel Came to Me, 
and His Commission, Edmonton: End Time Message 
Tabernacle, pp. 18-22).

We don't believe these visitations were of the Lord. Note 
the fear that the voice caused in young Branham, and the 
turmoil and confusion and fear that it caused in his life from 
then on. The Bible says, "For God is not the author of 
confusion, but of peace..." (1 Cor. 14:33).

In the Bible, when God or angels spoke to or appeared to 
men, it is true that they often were afraid. But God always 
calmed the fears of those who were visited, and there were 
not lingering fear and turmoil because of the visitations. We 
do not believe that the Lord would have allowed Branham to 
continue in the suffocating kind of fear that he experienced 
from the visitations. "For God hath not given us the spirit of 
fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind" (2 Tim. 
1:7).

Another evidence of the demonic nature of Branham's 
visitations is the legalistic bondage that accompanied them. 
The devil is a slave master. The Lord Jesus Christ sets the 
captives free. Branham never did experience the liberty of 
conscience and action that Christ gives. He lived in fear and 
acted under a compulsive-type behavior associated with 
demonic oppression.

We have quoted Branham's own statement about being a 
prisoner to the visitations. Consider Branham's painful, 
servile relationship with the angel:
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“One evening, just before a meeting, Branham told his 
interpreter, ‘Don't stand to the right of me because my 
angel stands there.’ Branham described the angel as a well-
built man, dark hair with folded arms. The angel 
supposedly stood next to Branham, and what the angel 
said, he had to obey.

“Branham said that the angel was with him day and night 
and without him he had no authority in his preaching. In 
fact, he could not even decide things in his own private 
life. In his healing, Branham was always told by the angel 
who to heal and who not to. Once an interpreter asked 
Branham, ‘Do you think your power to heal people comes 
from the Holy Spirit?’ ‘No,’ Branham replied, ‘my angel 
does it.’ Kurt Koch confirms ‘the fact that Branham's angel 
was a spiritistic rather than a divine angel.’ He relates a 
story about a woman whose brother-in-law, in spite of 
being a minister, was involved in occultism, spiritistic 
meetings and magic. When Branham first was introduced 
to him, Branham spontaneously said, ‘You look exactly like 
the angel which appears to me every day.’ The weird, 
spiritistic minister frightened Christians who knew 
him” (Carl Dyck, William Branham: The Man and His 
Message, Saskatoon: Western Tract Mission, 1984, p. 16).

We believe Branham was influenced by demonic spirits. 
The bondage in which he lived was an occultic bondage. His 
powers were those of a soothsayer.

His healing powers were occultic. The voices that 
tormented him, the vibrations and swellings in his hand, the 
lights, the fiery balls that supposedly danced about the room 
during some of his healing crusades, the complete exhaustion 
he experienced after his meetings--all of this is evidence of 
occultic powers. And this is what men of God tried to warn 
him of. In fact, when Branham met fortunetellers, they even 
told him that he was influenced by their kind of supernatural 
powers:
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“What made me more scared than ever, every time I met a 
fortuneteller, they would recognize something had 
happened. And that would just ... it just nearly killed me.

“For instance, one day my cousins and I was going down 
through a carnival ground, and we was just boys, walking 
along. So there was a little old fortuneteller sitting out 
there in one of those tents. ... She said, ‘Say, you, come here 
a minute!’ And the three of us boys turned around. And 
she said, ‘You with the striped sweater’ (that was me). ...

“And I walked up, I said, ‘Yes, ma'am, what could I do for 
you?’

“And she said, ‘Say, did you know there's a Light that 
follows you? You were born under a certain sign.’

“I said, ‘What do you mean?’

“She said, ‘Well, you were born under a certain sign. 
There's a Light that follows you. You were born for a 
Divine call’” (William Branham: The Man and His Message, 
pp. 22-23).

Branham tells of other instances in which soothsayers told 
him similar things. He said, "And every time I get around one 
of them, that's the way it would be." Then the preachers, 
saying, "That's the Devil! That's the Devil!" (Ibid. p. 25).
This is a sad story. It is too bad that Branham did not listen 

to the wise voices which were warning him that the 
visitations were demonic. It is too bad that Branham did not 
listen to his own fears and his own conscience which caused 
him to want to escape the visitations. It is too bad that 
Branham did not listen to the Bible. As it turns out, he did 
not listen to wisdom. Instead he allowed the demonic powers 
to control his life, and he, in turn, led multitudes of other 
people into all sorts of error and confusion.
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William Branham Healing Meeting: 
Eyewitness Report

by A.H. Pohl 

O TIMOTHY: Can you tell me, Bro. Pohl, where and when 
the Branham meeting was held?

POHL: It was in the city of Saskatoon, Saskatchewan, 
Canada, in the 40's, because we left in '50. It was in the 40s 
when Branham came to Saskatoon for a healing campaign, 
and I was involved in it very, very much, because at that time 
we had a Bible Institute right beside the church where the 
healing campaign was conducted. I was on staff at the Bible 
Institute and as such I had responsibility in taking care of all 
the worst cases, the stretcher cases, and the people that could 
not walk, coming to the church and going to the healing line. 
These came into the dorm of the Bible Institute where I was 
responsible and placed them in the rooms for the time while 
they're waiting for Branham to come to minister to them.

So, I was very closely involved with Branham in this. 
When the meetings were over, like when the meeting was 
over in the church, I would take Mr. Branham by the arm and 
lead him from room to room in this dorm, which was just 
adjacent to the church, and he would pray for these people. 
And then, when I had taken him into every room, met every 
patient, then I'd lead him to the back door, and he would be 
gone, go to his hotel. His brother was out there with the car, 
picked him up and took him to the hotel. And he was gone. 
All day, all that night, next day.

He gave orders--at least orders were given that no one was 
suppose to contact him at the hotel. And, he'd come an hour 
late, half an hour late the next night to the meeting. Say if the 
meeting started at 7:00, he'd be there about 7:30. The meeting 
was already in progress when he arrived. I guess that was part 
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of procedure, but no one--with those circumstances--nobody 
could really visit with him or talk to him or get acquainted 
with him.

I was the only one that really could have an opportunity to 
talk to him, and that was when we were going from room to 
room, side by side, in the dorm. It was quite an experience.

O TIMOTHY: The denomination you were involved with 
then was what?

POHL: Apostolic Church of Pentecost of Canada, 
Incorporated.

O TIMOTHY: Okay. Now, he would have the meetings and 
then have a healing line right before he went into the dorm?

POHL: Right, right. There was always the preaching 
meeting, and then the healing line, the prayer line, and then 
of course, I took him into the dorm, to go to all the stretcher 
cases, and so forth.

O TIMOTHY: Now, did many claim to be healed, or did it 
seem that many were healed in the meeting?

POHL: In the meetings? Ah, yes, there were those that 
claimed to be healed, and there were those people that 
thought they saw healings, or thought they saw miracles. But, 
when you were on the inside, you saw that some of those 
things that were supposed to be miracles, were not miracles 
at all. From the outside, you would think that something had 
really happened; but having been right close to Branham, and 
working right with him, I discovered that a lot of those 
supposed healings or miracles were really not miracles after 
all.
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O TIMOTHY: Okay. As you took him through the dorm, 
he prayed for different individuals. What did he say during 
those encounters with the individuals?

POHL: Well, one of the things he did was to take the hand 
of the person, and quite often I heard him say that the angel 
that gave him this gift told him that to identify certain 
diseases--and he would speak of cancer very much--there are 
vibrations that he felt on his hand that indicate that this 
person has cancer. So he would take the patient's hand and 
hold it. He would say, "Yes, the vibrations tell me that you 
have cancer." Then he'd say something like this, "We're going 
to pray for you, that the Lord will heal you." And he 
proceeded to do this. Then he went on, and when he was 
through praying, he would take that hand again or else he 
would hold the hand throughout the prayer, and he would 
say, "The vibrations are gone. The cancer is dead. You are 
healed."

And the person would rejoice, of course; so would I. I 
thoroughly believed in Branham, I thought he was God's man 
and so forth, and we wanted to see people healed. So 
[supposedly] the cancer was dead, and we were happy about 
this.

But then he had a little added statement there, and that was 
something like this, "Now, just keep on trusting the Lord. 
You're healed. Don't loose your faith in the Lord. Just keep 
your faith and trust the Lord, and you're healed." He said, 
"You're going to be sick for a while. You're going to be quite 
sick for a few days." Quite often he referred to three days. 
"You're going to be very sick for three days."
The people often asked, "Well, what do you mean, Brother 

Branham? If I'm healed, why should I be sick?"
He said, "The cancer, the cancerous growth which is now 

dead inside your body has to be carried out by the blood 
stream. And it's waste material; it has to be carried out; it's 
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poison material, and so you'll be sick for quite awhile until 
that is carried away."

But what happened then was this: that in the meantime the 
people wouldn't worry about it.
They'd say, "Well, that's what Branham said would happen. 

I'm healed."
But this went on, till some of these people got sicker and 

sicker and died.
So he had an out. By this time he was gone [from that 

place].

O TIMOTHY: Right. So there were many that he 
proclaimed healed?

POHL: Yes, yes. Practically every one as I recall, standing 
beside these various bedsides--practically everyone was 
pronounced healed. But the tragedy is that so many of those 
died after Branham was gone. So there was something wrong.

He also said, "Don't let your faith fail." In other words he 
emphasized that point. "Don't let your faith fail." And his out 
was this, I'm sure, that when they died, well, "Their faith 
failed."

It wasn't his faith, it was their faith. In other words, it was 
the patient's faith, which I don't see that in Scripture. When 
the Lord healed people, they were healed. And there wasn't 
such a thing as "You'll be sick for five days, or three days," and 
so, "don't lose your faith." I don't see that in Scripture.

O TIMOTHY: There was a newspaper that tried to 
investigate the healings. Can you tell me something about 
that? What were they able to confirm as far as healings?

POHL: Yes, in Winnipeg. Branham came to Canada at that 
time and he preached at a number of Apostolic churches in 
Canada. The first church was the church of our moderator in 
Winnipeg, who brought him into Canada. And Mr.
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Branham had his campaign there. Then he came later on to 
Saskatoon.

When the campaign was in progress in Winnipeg, the 
newspaper (one of the large city newspapers) was giving 
considerable coverage to the meetings, and they indicated 
that there were a lot of people healed. They were favorable to 
this church and advertised it and gave news reports that quite 
a few people were healed. But later on that same editor sent 
out some reporters to check on some of these people that 
they had written up in the paper weeks before. [The reporters 
were] to check up and see whether these people who were 
supposedly healed at that time, were still healed, were still 
alive, or whatever.

And when these reporters went back, they discovered that 
these people had died, or were in the same state or in a worse 
state than they were before. So, the editor then put it in the 
paper that these cases had turned out to be phonies and that 
these people weren't healed after all. And there was 
something wrong with these so-called miracles and healings.

But when the pastor of the church saw these reports in the 
paper, he went to the editor rather disturbed and not very 
happy about the situation, and he confronted the editor: 
"Why do you do this to our church? You're hurting the 
reputation of our church, and you shouldn't do that to us."

And the editor said words something to this effect, "Well, 
pastor, if the healings are genuine, you don't have to worry, 
do you?"

And I thought to myself later on when I heard this, well, 
that editor certainly had a lot of common sense, because if 
they're genuine, why worry? If they're not, well then they 
should be exposed--which is what the paper did.

And the editor said, "Pastor, we gave you good coverage 
when Mr. Branham was here." The pastor had to admit they 
did. "Now," he said, "we owe it to our people to give them the 
rest of the story." And he said, "That's what we found." He 
said to the pastor, "I'll tell you what I'll do, if you can bring 
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me one genuine case of a genuine healing, I'll give you the 
front page."

And I was told right in that pastor's home that they 
couldn't find one.

O TIMOTHY: Not one?

POHL: Not one.

O TIMOTHY: I understand there was a radio pastor whose 
wife supposedly was healed and also a man with four 
students in the college. Could you tell me about those two?

POHL: Oh, yes. Yes. The first one I would relate to is a man 
from a little place near Regina, Saskatchewan. He and his wife 
were staunch Christians in our denomination. Very fine 
family. They had four children, and they were all attending 
our Bible school at that time, in which I was on staff. We 
knew these children very well--such very fine children, and 
young people, and a very fine family.

One day during the healing campaign, the phone rang in 
our dorm and I answered it in our office there, and here was 
this man phoning from the airport. He'd flown his wife in 
from near Regina, and he said, "We're here. We want 
Branham to pray for my wife. She's dying of cancer. What 
shall we do?"

Well, I said, "Bring her down to the Bible school dorm." 
And he knew very well where that was. I said, "I'll meet you at 
the south door, and we'll put her in a room, and I'll see that 
Branham prays for her."

Which he did, and after the meeting that night we 
proceeded to take Branham from room to room, and of 
course we had her in mind very much. And we brought him 
into her room, and the husband was there, too. Branham 
prayed for her and pronounced her healed.
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Well, there was great rejoicing on the part of all of us. We 
really were rejoicing that the Lord had healed this woman. 
[We were rejoicing] for the sake of the whole family. He had 
given them this story, of course, that "she's still going to be 
sick, though she's healed; she's going to feel pretty bad." So, 
they flew back as soon as they could. They wouldn't stay 
around. We didn't have the facilities to take care of sick 
people there. There was just a dormitory, and so they went 
back as soon as they could.

About 10 to 14 days later, in that time frame, I was sitting 
in the office in the Bible school. Branham was gone; the 
meetings were over. The door opened to the main building, 
and I could hear footsteps, then a knock on the office door. In 
came this gentleman. Of course I recognized him 
immediately, but I saw that his face was very downcast; he 
was really under pressure and a heavy burden. So I invited 
him to sit down, and I said, "Brother," I said, "what's on your 
heart?" And he said, "Brother Pohl, you were standing beside 
my wife when she was sick in one of the rooms in the dorm. 
Mr. Branham prayed for her, and he pronounced her healed."

I said, "Yes, I was right there." He said, "Tell me, how is it 
that my wife who was healed ten days ago, [somewhere in 
that time frame], is now in the grave?" He said, "Tell me, how 
that can be?"

Well, it really hit him hard, and it hit me hard too, because 
that's the first I heard that she had died. We hadn't heard that 
she had died. So here he was all broken up, and he wanted an 
explanation. What could I tell him? I think that's one of the 
hardest questions I've ever had to answer in my life. Why is 
she dead, if she was healed? And I was witness. He couldn't 
figure this out, a very fine Christian, and I felt for him.

To this day I don't know what I said, but I know we wept 
together and we prayed together. I could have said this: 
"Brother, your faith failed, or your wife's faith failed."

What help would I have been to him? I mean, that's a 
terrible thing to do.
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I wouldn't dare say that to him, to anyone. He was broken. 
He had enough to burden him down at this stage without 
saying, "Your faith failed you." That was the wrong thing to 
say, so I didn't say it.

I could have said that, because that's the feeling behind a 
lot of these cases. The healer will say, well "Your faith failed, 
and it's not my fault."

But, I don't see that that is the case in Scripture either--
where people's faith failed, and they lost their healing after 
God healed, or the Lord healed them, or the Apostles healed 
them. So, it's ridiculous.

Anyway, he left then, and of course we prayed for him, and 
so on. But it really was a difficult blow to this man and his 
family.
Then the other party was--I recall so well--was a pastor 

from Port Arthur, Ontario, which is now called Thunderbay, 
Ontario. (They combined two cities, Port Arthur and Port 
William.]
This man was a pentecostal pastor, had a radio broadcast 

and, I understand, quite a sizable church. He flew his wife in 
and the nurse to Saskatoon which was quite a trip--quite 
costly. And again I had the phone call from the airport and 
placed them in a room there eventually in the dorm. And 
when the meeting was over, and the prayer line was over in 
the church, I brought Branham into the dorm and he prayed 
for this lady as well. He prayed also for the nurse. The nurse 
was deaf. He prayed for her healing, and claimed that she was 
healed. He also claimed that the pastor's wife was healed of 
cancer.

Well, there was great rejoicing. Let me tell you, we rejoiced 
together, because I thoroughly believed in Branham all this 
time. I thought he was just ... just it. He was God's man. We 
rejoiced together, and then Branham left. And the husband 
(the pastor) said to me, "Now, Brother Pohl," he said, "I've 
spent thousands of dollars to try to get help for my wife, on 
doctors and this and that and the other medicines." He said, 
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"I really can't afford it, but here"-- and he wrote out a sizable 
check. He said, "I can't afford it, but Branham is worth it." He 
said, "My wife is healed."

He took Branham at his word. See, it wasn't anything else; 
he just believed Branham. And here was this sizable check. 
He said, "Give it to Branham." Which I did, the next day.

Later on, about three, four weeks later, I left for Ontario. I 
was missionary secretary of our denomination, and I visited 
some of our churches in Ontario. And in the process of 
visiting our churches, I came to Port Arthur, Port William. 
We had a church in Port William, and one of the first things I 
did when I got to Port William was to ask the pastors, "What 
about pastor so and so in Port Arthur?" I named him. I said, 
"How's his wife doing?" I said, "She was healed in the 
meetings in Saskatoon."

And I saw a strange look that came over their faces as I 
asked that question. And I thought in my heart, "Oh, no, not 
another one." Just like the family I was telling you about in 
Saskatoon, from Regina. And I said in my heart, "No, not 
another one."

And they said, "Haven't you heard, haven't you heard? 
She's dead. She passed away."

Well, that was another blow to me, because I began to 
realize that something was wrong with this kind of healing. 
This was counterfeit; something was drastically wrong. Of all 
people, here was a pastor who loved the Lord and served the 
Lord, and, you know, why did this happen? Did his faith fail?

Did his wife's faith fail? He had a whole church behind 
him. But no, she passed away.

I was told that the worst thing was that this man (the 
pastor) had a very good radio broadcast in the area. He went 
on the air as soon as he got home, and he announced that 
they had been to Saskatoon to the Branham meetings and 
had wonderful meetings there, and there were many healings, 
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and amongst them his wife was gloriously healed in those 
meetings.

I'm sure that many people rejoiced, were happy to hear 
that. But, it wasn't very long after that, a few days later, he had 
to get on the same radio station and mention the fact that his 
wife had passed away. And I was told that that gave his radio 
program a severe blow and setback, because the world at 
large--I mean they think too, they're not stupid--here one day 
she was gloriously healed, and a few days later she's dead. You 
know, this doesn't add up.

We had more of those cases--these are just two exceptional 
ones--but there were others that passed away. I stood beside 
bed after bed, person after person who was pronounced, 
healed and yet where were they? They passed away. So there 
was something very wrong with this type of healing.

O TIMOTHY: In the meetings inside the main auditorium, 
Branham mentioned his angel different times, you said. 
Could you tell me about the incident with the spots on the 
hand and then the secret words that he mentioned?

POHL: Oh, yes. This happened in the church, in one of the 
prayer lines, the healing lines. I was standing right beside 
Branham, beside his left arm, and our moderator was 
standing on his right hand. And we were helping him with 
these people coming by, praying with them and so on.

And in one case, Branham took the hand of a man, 
grabbed his hand and then lifted it up in the air and showed 
the back of his hand toward the audience. And he said this, 
"The angel that gave me this gift,"--he talked quite a bit about 
that angel that gave him the gift--"told me that in (a certain 
sickness--I forget which it was) spots will appear on the back 
of my hand."

And as he held this man's hand out and showed the back of 
his hand toward the audience, he said, "Folks, can you see the 
spots on my hand?"
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Would you believe hands went up all over that auditorium 
and even in the back of the auditorium (people were 
standing; the place was jammed). And in the balcony way 
back there you could hardly see his hand, let alone see spots 
on his hand. It was way back there, and people had their 
hands up!

Back there in the gallery and the balcony and way at the 
back at the door. They could see spots! It was just something 
else, and I said to myself, "How can these people see those 
spots?"
They could hardly see his hand, you know, it's too far away. 

But people were holding up their hands. It was amazing. And 
I when I think back to this now, it seems to have been a form 
of mass hypnotism. People see what they want to see; they 
wanted to see spots because they believed in Branham, and 
there they were, and they could all see spots.

Excepting two of us. First of all, myself. I was standing 
right beside him. I was touching him, shoulder to shoulder. 
And I looked, and for the life of me I couldn't see any spots. 
There were no spots.

And you know how I resolved that little problem? I said to 
myself, "Look, all these people can see spots. And I can't. 
There's something wrong with me. They can't all be out of 
tune with God. I'm the one that's backslidden." And I said to 
myself, "I'm going to talk to you later," and "there's something 
wrong with you."

Really, I was so sincere about this thing. I believed in 
Branham so much that I felt I was out of step with God. And 
so I said, "Okay, I'm going to talk to myself later."

And then the healing went on, and the prayer line ended 
finally, and I led Branham into the dorm again, and into the 
various rooms. When it was all over, I came back into church 
and here were quite a few people yet, visiting, standing 
around. It was quite an exciting time. And lo and behold, the 
moderator, who stood on the other side of Branham that 
night, said, "Brother Pohl, I want to ask you something."
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"What is it?"
He said, "You were standing right beside Branham tonight 

when he held up this man's hand, and people could see 
spots."

And then that thought came back to me, "Oh, yeah, that's 
right. I was the one that didn't see the spots."

So, I said, "Yes, I was right there. And you were on the 
other side on the right."

He said, "Tell me, did you see any spots on the back of his 
hand?" And I said, "No, I didn't see any spots." He said, "I 
didn't either. I didn't either. And we were right there."

He said, "Tell me something. How is it that you and I who 
were standing right beside him couldn't see the spots, and all 
those people back there, way back there, could see spots?"

Well, how do you answer that? He was our moderator. That 
made me feel so much better, because I found out that he was 
backslidden too, and not me only, see what I mean! I had felt 
I had been backslidden because I couldn't see those spots. 
But here's our moderator.

"We're in trouble; our moderator's backslidden, too, huh?"
That's how I reasoned. So I felt much better because I knew 

I wasn't the only one, that our brother moderator couldn't see 
any spots either. And I thought, "Well, there's something 
wrong here, there's something wrong with this whole 
procedure."

Alright, that's the one thing, and then we came to the last 
meeting. The last meeting was in the Saskatoon arena. We 
were crowded out in the church, it was just packed. We 
couldn't get the people in. So the last Sunday afternoon we 
had rented the arena downtown. I think there were 
approximately three thousand people there. And I'm sure 
there were people from all over and from every part of the 
spectrum of Saskatoon.
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He preached of course, Branham preached, and [there was] 
a long prayer line, very long. There were scores of people that 
wanted to be prayed for.

So Branham was getting pretty tired, praying for one after 
the other. And he was trying to cast a deaf and dumb spirit 
out of this woman. He prayed and nothing happened. At least 
to him, nothing happened. And then we just waited a bit, and 
then he said, "Folks," he said, "I want every eye closed this 
time. I'm going to pray again. We want this woman healed." 
He said, "I want every eye closed." And he said, "I can't do 
this unless every eye is closed."

At this time I was standing right in front of Branham with 
the person he was praying for between us ... Branham on the 
little platform there and the person between us he was 
praying for. I was, say, six feet from Branham, five or six feet 
from him.

And while I was waiting for him to finish up praying for 
this lady, he asked the people, "Please close your eyes." He 
was going to pray for her the second time, which he did. And 
once again he said, "This woman can't be healed like this. 
Somebody is still looking." He said, "I want every eye closed."

Now I thought the reason was in reverence to God, respect 
to God, wanting prayer answered, and so on; but here he 
came out with something else. "The reason that I want every 
eye closed is that the angel that gave me this gift gave me 
some words that I must say to cast off this deaf and dumb 
spirit; and I'm not suppose to reveal those words to any 
human being."

He said, "The reason I ask you to close your eyes is so you 
will not read my lips when I say those words."

Well, you know, when he said that--and I'm right in front 
of him, no mistaking, I heard this; I was so close to him.; I 
wasn't way back in the audience, or anything; I'm right 
there--I said to myself, "Wait a minute.

What is this?"
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Publicly he said, "In the name of Jesus Christ, I command 
thee, thou foul, deaf and dumb spirit, come out of this 
woman." You know, he said it really loud, and with authority, 
but in the name of Jesus Christ. But that didn't do it. 
Obviously there was something else that was needed. And 
under his breath he said--well, you name it, whatever it was, 
something like "hocus, pocus", something that was given to 
him that was superior to the name of Jesus Christ, in his line 
of thinking.
This is what the angel told him. And this is the only thing 

that would do the job.
Well, when he said that, that just hit me so hard. I said to 

myself, "There's something wrong here. Is there anything 
greater than the name of Jesus Christ?" What can be greater? 
To me, the name of Jesus Christ is all powerful; it is the 
authority, the final authority. There's nothing greater. And 
here he had something else that was greater. The name of 
Jesus Christ didn't do it; he had to go resort to some other 
statements, some “hocus pocus” stuff that did the job.

Well, immediately I said within myself that this is 
occultism, this is spiritism, this is witchcraft, this is not 
Christian. It can't be. If the name of Jesus Christ doesn't do it, 
then it's something else. And that's what it was. So I became 
very suspicious.

And when people began to die one after another--people 
whose beds I had stood beside, and he had pronounced them 
healed--I said to myself, "Well, that just proves these healings 
were fake. They're not genuine. This is not in the name of 
Christ."

He was deceiving the people with the name of Jesus Christ, 
but underneath his breath there was something else. And he 
didn't want us to read his lips. Now I never looked. I don't 
think I could read his lips anyway, I'm not even used to doing 
that. He was so careful that nobody would read lips.
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O TIMOTHY: Maybe at this point someone would be 
convinced that William Branham was a deceiver, but they 
might be thinking that maybe he was a small off-beat 
character in the Pentecostal movement, and maybe this was 
an isolated sort of incident and not very widespread. What 
would you say about that?

POHL: No, Branham was well known. I don't know how 
many places he visited in total, but I know some of the men 
who accompanied him in the meetings.

He had two men with him, besides his younger brother, 
and they would tell us fabulous stories of great miracles that 
happened here, there, and everywhere in the States. I also 
understand that he was over in Africa and had a great 
ministry over there. Branham is well-known yet in many 
parts of our country. I don't know about in the States, but I 
know just last week we heard of two churches right here in 
southern British Columbia that are Branhamite churches.

And I had a letter from a man just last week from 
Saskatchewan, and he said his relatives are into Branhamite 
teaching, and they are linked to a Branham church, and he 
said he's having such a problem because they are trying to 
influence his teenage children to become Branhamites. Now, 
that's in Saskatchewan. And he said, "Have you got any 
literature, any more literature, any help that I could turn to?" 
He said, "We need something like that."
There are several other churches in Saskatchewan that I 

know of, and I know there are two right here in southern B.C. 
There is also a church up at White Horse in the Yukon. I had 
some people come down to see me in order to talk to me 
about Branham from up there. I had to do some counseling 
with a young couple from up there. It's not just an isolated 
thing. His tapes and his books are very well circulated, very 
well. I've met people all over the place that are Branhamites. 
Had them even attend my meetings.
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O TIMOTHY: I understand Branham was also widely 
accepted by charismatic leaders and is still well-known as a 
famous charismatic healer.

POHL: Yes, I know our denomination accepted him; I can't 
figure out why they didn't get wise to it; they should have. 
Our moderator should have recognized it when he couldn't 
see the spots, and I couldn't see them. He should have 
recognized there's something wrong. He should have 
recognized, too, when he dealt with the editor of the 
newspaper in Winnipeg, when he couldn't produce one 
genuine case. But still, even after that he let Branham go 
through our churches throughout western Canada.

To me, it was ridiculous. That's another thing that made 
me leave the denomination, because I said that I cannot stay 
in a denomination that is dishonest like that. That isn't 
honesty.
The moderator knew that something was wrong, but he 

didn't do a thing about it. The only thing I could do, then, 
was to get out. That's why we left the denomination. ...

Strangely enough, a missionary who is working in a radio 
station in France came to see me in Three Hills and wanted 
all the information I could give him on Branham. I said, 
"Why?" Well, he said, "We get letters from North Africa,"--it's 
a Christian radio station--"and people are writing about 
Branham. We get converts over there, and we don't know 
what we're dealing with."

He said, "There's nothing on Branham in books or 
anything like that." He said, "Give us all the help you can. I 
understand you were working with Branham in the healing 
campaign and know a little bit about him."

So I gave him all I could, but at that time there were no 
books on Branham. Now there is. There is a book now, that 
has come out in the last eight or ten years, quite a sizable 
book, and it's good. It comes out of Saskatoon.
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This man wrote about Branham, and he quotes from my 
book as well, and he gets some very good information that 
people can use now, and I've been mailing that book out. In 
fact I sold one last week to some other people that have been 
involved with Branham right here in southern B.C. I've 
distributed a lot of those books already. There's another little 
pamphlet now that I've gotten hold of, two little pamphlets, in 
fact, that I'm also distributing. ...

O TIMOTHY: I think it's common knowledge that the 
charismatic healers like Kathryn Kuhlman, Oral Roberts, and 
John Wimber have a very, very low success rate, to say the 
least. I think that's common knowledge. What do you think 
the problem is here? Men are claiming to be healing, and we 
see that in the Bible there were healings that God healed. Do 
you think God is not working among men today, or what's 
the problem?

POHL: Well, I believe God heals. I still have a personal 
belief that God heals because I have seen healings--not a 
large amount, but I have seen some genuine healings. But I 
don't claim to have the gift of healing. I just pray for people 
according to James 5. I believe that's the order for the church 
today. I believe the gift of healing was given in the early 
church and was largely something that was a credential for 
the Lord himself and for the apostles. That was their 
credentials for the fact--in the case of Jesus Christ--that he 
was the Messiah. And in the case of the Apostles, that they 
were the Apostles of Jesus Christ. Christ had laid the 
foundation of the church (Eph. 2:20), and the Apostles 
finished building on that foundation. They had their 
credentials, as Paul says in 2 Cor. 12:12 that "the signs of an 
Apostle were wrought among you in all power and signs and 
wonders."

What are the signs of an Apostle? I believe these signs, 
wonders, and miracles, were their credentials, the apostolic 
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credentials. And that's why many of these things were done 
in the early church, as the credentials of their authority under 
Christ.

Alright. Today, though, we have this teaching that 
everybody can do signs, wonders, and miracles, or nearly 
everybody, that these gifts are still very prevalent in the 
church. There are all kinds of people who claim to have the 
gift of healing and so on. But are they genuine?

To answer your question, I say they are not. These are not 
the gifts of healing, these are not genuine. Real genuine gifts 
of healing were there for Christ and the Apostles, as their 
credential signs. But today these are not Apostles. And they 
don't need these credentials as Apostles, because they aren't 
Apostles.

Sure, they can pray for people according to James 5, and 
they can be healed if the Lord so wills, but it doesn't mean 
that there's going to be a lot of healing, just a great deal of 
healings going on as in the days of Christ because those are 
there as credential signs for the early church.

So today you have some healings that are done by people 
who claim to have the gift of healing, but who don't really 
have the gift, and, in most cases, they don't heal people 
anyway. They're not genuine healers.

Some healings are temporary. I think a lot of that has to do 
with psychological side of it. Some people claim to be healed, 
you know, in the excitement of a healing meeting, [and they] 
throw away their crutches, but in a short while they'll need 
crutches again. In excitement, psychologically you can do 
some strange things. Strange things can happen, but it's not 
lasting.

I don't think anybody has the gift of healing today. And I 
think that's proven by the fact that the percentage [of 
sicknesses which are healed] is so very low.

[It is also true that] some people are healed in spite of the 
healer. Now, if I'm really sincere before God, and I look 
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beyond the healer, and I'm trusting the Lord to heal me, then 
the miracle can happen in spite of the healer. And I think 
there are some cases like that. I'm not a bit surprised that that 
happens because God does answer faith.

Not like Branham said--I remember him saying this to one 
man in the healing line one night in Saskatoon--"Do you 
believe that the angel gave me this gift?" To me, that was a 
very unfair question. Here the man had been in that long 
healing line, and he finally got to Branham, and he wanted to 
be prayed for and healed. And now he's confronted with this 
question: "Do you believe that the angel gave me this gift?" 
What could the man say? If he said, "No," Branham wouldn't 
have prayed for him. So what did he do? In front of all these 
people he said, "Yes." You understand? But how could he 
know? There was no way that he knew that an angel met 
Branham. He's only taking Branham at his word.

"Do you believe an angel gave me this gift?"
Well, "Yes," he said, then Branham prayed for him. But 

that's ridiculous. He was having faith in Branham's word, not 
in the Bible. It wasn't the Lord. He was looking to a man. And 
that's why I think so many people were not healed, because 
they just depended on Branham, because Branham was a 
healer. [And this is true] whoever the healer is. There was 
something wrong there. No wonder there were very few 
people healed.

O TIMOTHY: We appreciate very much, Brother Pohl, 
that you have shared the experiences with us about William 
Branham.
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About Way of Life’s eBooks

Since January 2011, Way of Life Literature books have been 
available in eBook format. Some are available for purchase, 
while others are available for free download.
The eBooks are designed and formatted to work well on a 

variety of applications/devices, but not all apps/devices are 
equal. Some allow the user to control appearance and layout 
of the book while some don’t even show italics! For best 
reading pleasure, please choose your reading app carefully.

For some suggestions, see the reports “iPads, Kindles, 
eReaders, and Way of Life Materials,” at www.wayoflife.org/
database/ebook.html and “About eBooks, eReaders, and 
Reading Apps” at www.wayoflife.org/help/ebooks.php.
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Powerful Publications for These Times

Following is a selection of the titles published by Way of 
Life Literature. The books are available in both print and 
eBook editions (PDF, Kindle, ePub). The materials can be 
ordered via the online catalog at the Way of Life web site -- 
www.wayoflife.org -- or by phone 866-295-4143.

A PORTRAIT OF CHRIST: THE TABERNACLE, THE 
P R I E S T H O O D , A N D T H E O F F E R I N G S . I S B N 
978-1-58318-178-2. (New for 2014) This book is an extensive 
study on the Old Testament tabernacle and its priestly 
system, which has been called “God’s masterpiece of 
typology.” Whereas the record of the creation of the universe 
takes up two chapters of the Bible and the fall of man takes 
up one chapter, the tabernacle, with its priesthood and 
offerings, takes up 50 chapters. It is obvious that God has 
many important lessons for us in this portion of His Word. 
Speaking personally, nothing has helped me better 
understand the Triune God and the salvation that He has 
purchased for man, and I believe that I can guarantee that the 
reader will be taken to new heights in his understanding of 
these things. Everything about the tabernacle points to Jesus 
Christ: the design, the materials, the colors,   the court walls 
and pillars, the door into the court, the sacrificial altar, the 
laver, the tabernacle tent itself with its boards and curtains 
and silver sockets, the tabernacle gate, and veil before the 
holy of holies, the candlestick, the table of shewbread, the 
incense altar, the ark of the covenant, the high priest, and the 
offerings. All is Christ. The tabernacle system offers brilliant, 
unforgettable lessons on Christ’s person, offices and work: 
His eternal Sonship, His sinless manhood, His anointing, His 
atonement, His resurrection glory, His work as the life and 
sustainer and light of creation, His eternal high priesthood 
and intercession, and His kingdom. In addition to the studies 
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on every aspect of the tabernacle, A Portrait of Christ features 
studies on the high priest, the Levitical priests, the five 
offerings of Leviticus, the day of atonement, the ransom 
money, the red heifer, the cherubims, strange fire, the golden 
calf, leprosy, the Nazarite vow, the pillar of cloud and pillar of 
fire, and the transportation of the tabernacle through the 
wilderness. The tabernacle is very practical in its teaching, as 
it also depicts believer priests carrying Christ through this 
world (1 Pet. 2:5, 9). Like the Israelites in the wilderness, 
believers today are on a pilgrimage through a foreign land on 
the way to our eternal home (1 Pet. 2:11). 405 pages, $19.95.

B I B L E T I M E S A N D A N C I E N T K I N G D OM S : 
T R E A S U R E S F R O M A R C H A E O L O G Y. I S B N 
978-1-58318-121-8.  This is a package consisting of a book 
and a series of PowerPoint  and Keynote (Apple) 
presentations which are a graphical edition of the book. The 
PowerPoints are packed with high quality color photos, 
drawings, historic recreations, and video clips. Bible Times 
and Ancient Kingdoms is a course on Bible geography, Bible 
culture, and Bible history and has a two-fold objective: to 
present apologetic evidence for the Bible and to give 
background material to help the student better understand 
the setting of Bible history. We cover this fascinating history 
from Genesis to the New Testament, dealing with the Table of 
the Nations in Genesis 10, the Tower of Babel, Ur of the 
Chaldees, Egypt, Baal worship, the Philistines, the 
Canaanites, David’s palace, Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, 
Ahab and Jezebel, the fall of the northern kingdom of Israel, 
the Assyr ian Empire , Hezekiah and his t imes , 
Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylon, the Medo-Persian Empire, 
Herod the Great and his temple, the Roman rule over Israel, 
and the Roman destruction of Jerusalem. Many of the 
archaeological discoveries from the past 200 years, which we 
relate in the course, are so fascinating and improbable that 
they read like a novel. It is easy to see God’s hand in this field, 
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in spite of its prevailing skepticism. The course also deals 
with Bible culture, such as weights and measures, plant and 
animal life, Caesar’s coin, the widow’s mite, ancient scrolls 
and seals, phylacteries, cosmetics, tombs, and the operation 
of ancient lamps, millstones, pottery wheels, and olive 
presses. The course begins with an overview of Israel’s 
geography and a timeline of Bible history to give the student 
a framework for better understanding the material. Each 
section includes maps to help the student place the events in 
their proper location. The course is packed with important 
but little-known facts that illuminate Bible history and 
culture. The preparation for the book is extensive, the 
culmination of 40 years of Bible study, teaching, and research 
trips. In this context the author built a large personal library 
and collected information from major archaeological 
museums and locations in North America, England, Europe, 
Turkey, and Israel. We guarantee that the student who 
completes the course will read the Bible with new eyes and 
fresh enthusiasm. 500 pages book + DVD containing 19 
PowerPoint presentations packed with more than 3,200 high 
quality color photos, drawings, historic recreations, and video 
clips.

T H E B I B L E V E R S ION Q U E ST ION A N S W E R 
DATABASE, ISBN 1-58318-088-5. This book provides 
diligently-researched, in-depth answers to more than 80 of 
the most important questions on this topic. A vast number of 
myths are exposed, such as the myth that Erasmus promised 
to add 1 John 5:7 to his Greek New Testament if even one 
manuscript could be produced, the myth that the differences 
between the Greek texts and versions are slight and 
insignificant, the myth that there are no doctrines affected by 
the changes in the modern versions, and the myth that the 
King James translators said that all versions are equally the 
Word of God. It also includes reviews of several of the 
popular modern versions, including the Living Bible, New 
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Living Bible, Today’s English Version, New International 
Version, New American Standard Version, The Message, and 
the Holman Christian Standard Bible. 423 pages

THE FOREIGN SPIRIT OF CONTEMPORARY 
WORSHIP MUSIC. This hard-hitting multi-media video 
presentation, published in March 2012, documents the 
frightful spiritual compromise, heresy, and apostasy that 
permeates the field of contemporary worship music. By 
extensive documentation, it proves that contemporary 
worship music is impelled by “another spirit” (2 Cor. 11:4). It 
is the spirit of charismaticism, the spirit of the latter rain, the 
spirit of the one-world church, the spirit of the world, the 
spirit of homosexuality, and the spirit of the false god of The 
Shack. The presentation looks carefully at the origin of 
contemporary worship in the Jesus Movement of the 1970s, 
examining the lives and testimonies of some of the most 
influential people. Nearly 60 video clips and hundreds of 
photos are featured. It is available on DVD and as an 
eDownload from the Way of Life web site.

FUNDAMENTAL LESSONS IN HOW TO STUDY THE 
BIBLE. This very practical course deals with requirements for 
effective Bible study, marking your Bible, and rules of Bible 
interpretation. 174 pages

THE FUTURE ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE. ISBN 
978-1-58318-172-0. New for November 2012. One of the 
many reasons why the Bible is the most amazing and exciting 
book on earth is its prophecies. The Bible unfolds the future 
in great detail, and The Future According to the Bible deals in 
depth with every major prophetic event, including the 
Rapture, the Judgment Seat of Christ, the Tribulation, the 
Antichrist, Gog and Magog, the Battle of Armageddon, the 
Two Witnesses, Christ’s Return, Muslim nations in prophecy, 
the Judgment of the Nations, the resurrection body, the 
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conversion of Israel, the highway of the redeemed, Christ’s 
glorious kingdom, the Millennial Temple, the Great White 
Throne judgment, and the New Jerusalem. The first two 
chapters deal at length with the amazing prophecies that are 
being fulfilled today and with the church-age apostasy. 
Knowledge of these prophecies is essential for a proper 
understanding of the times and a proper Christian worldview 
today. The 130-page section on Christ’s kingdom describes 
the coming world kingdom in more detail than any book we 
are familiar with. Every major Messianic prophecy is 
examined. Prophecy is a powerful witness to the Bible’s 
divine inspiration, and it is a great motivator for holy 
Christian living. In this book we show that the Lord’s 
churches are outposts of the coming kingdom. The believer’s 
position in Christ’s earthly kingdom will be determined by 
his service in this present world (Revelation 2:26-27; 3:21). 
The book is based on forty years of intense Bible study plus 
firsthand research in Israel, Turkey, and Europe.

INDEPENDENT BAPTIST MUSIC WARS. This book is a 
warning about the transformational power of Contemporary 
Christian Music to transport Bible-believing Baptists into the 
sphere of the end-time one-world “church.” The author is a 
musician, preacher, and writer who lived the rock & roll 
“hippy” lifestyle before conversion and has researched this 
issue for 40 years. We don’t believe that good Christian music 
stopped being written when Fanny Crosby died or that 
rhythm is wrong or that drums and guitars are inherently 
evil. We believe, rather, that Contemporary Christian Music 
is a powerful bridge to a very dangerous spiritual and 
doctrinal world. The book begins by documenting the radical 
change in thinking that has occurred among independent 
Baptists. Whereas just a few years ago the overwhelming 
consensus was that CCM is wrong and dangerous, the 
consensus now has formed around the position that CCM 
can be used in moderation, that it is OK to “adapt” it to a 
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more traditional sacred sound and presentation technique. 
The more “conservative” contemporary worship artists such 
as the Gettys are considered safe and their music is sung 
widely in churches and included in new hymnals published 
by independent Baptists. As usual, the driving force behind 
this change is the example set by prominent leaders, 
churches, and schools, which we identify in this volume.  The 
heart of the book is the section giving eight reasons for 
rejecting Contemporary Christian Music (it is built on the lie 
that music is neutral, it is worldly, it is ecumenical, it is 
charismatic, it is experienced-oriented, it is permeated with 
false christs, it is infiltrated with homosexuality, and it 
weakens the Biblicist stance of a church) and the section 
answering 39 major arguments that are used in defense of 
CCM. We deal with the popular argument that since we have 
selectively used hymns by Protestants we should also be able 
to selectively use those by contemporary hymn writers. There 
are also chapters on the history of CCM and the author’s 
experience of living the rock & roll lifestyle before conversion 
and how the Lord dealt with him about music in the early 
months of his Christian life. The book is accompanied by a 
DVD cont ain ing t wo v ide o pres ent at ions : The 
Transformational Power of Contemporary Praise Music and 
The Foreign Spirit of Contemporary Worship Music. 285 
pages. $12.95

I S R A E L : PA S T, P R E S E N T, F U T U R E , I S B N 
978-1-58318-116-4. This is a package consisting of a 234-page 
illustrated book, a DVD series, and a series of Powerpoint/
Keynote presentations for teachers. The package covers all of 
the major facets pertaining to Israel in a professional, 
technologically cutting-edge way: geography, culture, 
archaeology, history, current events, and prophecy. The series 
begins with an amazing aerial flyover over the land of Israel.
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KEEPING THE KIDS: HOW TO KEEP THE CHILDREN 
FROM FALLING PREY TO THE WORLD, ISBN 
978-1-58318-115-7. This book aims to help parents and 
churches raise children to be disciples of Jesus Christ and to 
avoid the pitfalls of the world, the flesh, and the devil. The 
book is a collaborative effort. It contains testimonies from 
hundreds of individuals who provided feedback to our 
questionnaires on this subject, as well as powerful ideas 
gleaned from interviews with pastors, missionaries, and 
church people who have raised godly children. The book is 
packed with practical suggestions and deals with many issues: 
Conversion, the husband-wife relationship, the necessity of 
permeating the home with Christian love, mothers as keepers 
at home, the father’s role as the spiritual head of the home, 
child discipline, separation from the pop culture, discipleship 
of youth, the grandparents’ role in “keeping the kids,” 
effectual prayer, and fasting. 531 pages

MUSIC FOR GOOD OR EVIL (4 DVDs). This video series 
for July 2011 is a new replacement for previous presentations 
we have produced on this subject. The series, which is packed 
with graphics, video and audio clips, has seven segments. I. 
Biblical Principles of Good Christian Music: II. Why We 
Reject Contemporary Christian Music. III. The Sound of 
Contemporary Christian Music. IV. Transformational Power 
of CCM. V. Southern Gospel. VI. Marks of Good Song 
Leading. VII. Questions Answered on Contemporary 
Christian Music.

O N E Y E A R D I S C I P L E S H I P C O U R S E , I S B N 
978-1-58318-117-1. (new title for 2011) This powerful course 
features 52 lessons in Christian living. It can be broken into 
sections and used as a new converts course, an advanced 
discipleship course, a Sunday School series, a Home 
Schooling or Bible Institute course, or preaching outlines. 
The lessons are thorough, meaty, and very practical. There is 
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an extensive memory verse program built into the course, 
and each lesson features carefully designed review questions. 
221 pages

THE PENTECOSTAL-CHARISMATIC MOVEMENTS: 
THE HISTORY AND THE ERROR,  ISBN 1-58318-099-0. 
This book begins with the author’s own experience with the 
Pentecostal movement. The next section deals with the 
history of the Pentecostal movement, beginning with a 
survey of miraculous signs from the second to the 18th 
centuries. We deal with Charles Parham, Azusa Street 
Mission, major Pentecostal healing evangelists, the Sharon 
Schools and the New Order of the Latter Rain, the Word-
Faith movement and its key leaders, the Charismatic 
Movement, the Roman Catholic Charismatic Renewal, the 
Pentecostal Prophets, the Third Wave, the Laughing-
Drunken Revival of Toronto, Pensacola, Lakeland, etc., and 
the recent Pentecostal scandals. The last section deals with 
the theological errors of the Pentecostal-Charismatic 
movements. 317 pages

R E PE N TA N C E A N D S O U L W I N N I N G , I SB N 
1-58318-062-1. This is an in-depth study on biblical 
repentance and a timely warning about unscriptural methods 
of presenting the gospel. The opening chapter, entitled 
“Fundamental Baptists and Quick Prayerism: A Faulty 
Method of Evangelism Has Produced a Change in the 
Doctrine of Repentance,” traces the change in the doctrine of 
repentance among fundamental Baptists during the past 50 
years. 2008 edition, 201 pages

SEEING THE NON-EXISTENT: EVOLUTION’S MYTHS 
AND HOAXES, ISBN 1-58318-002-8. (new title for 2011) 
This book is designed both as a stand alone title as well as a 
companion to the apologetics course AN UNSHAKEABLE 
FAITH. The contents are as follows: Canals on Mars, Charles 
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Darwin and His Granddaddy, Thomas Huxley: Darwin’s 
Bulldog, Ernst Haeckel: Darwin’s German Apostle, Icons of 
Evolution, Icons of Creation, The Ape-men, Predictions, 
Questions for Evolutionists, Darwinian Gods, Darwin’s Social 
Influence.

SOWING AND REAPING: A COURSE IN EVANGELISM. 
ISBN 978-1-58318-169-0. This new course (for 2012) is 
unique in several ways. It is unique in its approach. While it is 
practical and down-to-earth, it does not present a formulaic 
approach to soul winning, recognizing that individuals have 
to be dealt with as individuals. The course does not include 
any sort of psychological manipulation techniques. It does 
not neglect repentance in soul winning, carefully explaining 
the biblical definition of repentance and the place of 
repentance in personal evangelism. It explains how to use the 
law of God to plow the soil of the human heart so that the 
gospel can find good ground. The course is unique in its 
objective. The objective of biblical soul winning is not to get 
people to “pray a sinner’s prayer”; the objective is to see 
people soundly converted to Christ. This course trains the 
soul winner to pursue genuine conversions as opposed to 
mere “decisions.” The course is also unique in its breadth. It 
covers a wide variety of situations, including how to deal with 
Hindus and with skeptics and how to use apologetics or 
evidences in evangelism. There is a memory course 
consisting of 111 select verses and links to a large number of 
resources that can be used in evangelism, many of them free. 
The course is suitable for teens and adults and for use in 
Sunday School, Youth Ministries, Preaching, and private 
study. OUTLINE: The Message of Evangelism, Repentance 
and Evangelism, God’s Law and Evangelism, The Reason for 
Evangelism, The Authority for Evangelism, The Power for 
Evangelism, The Attitude in Evangelism, The Technique of 
Evangelism, Using Tracts in Evangelism, Dealing with 
Skeptics. 104 pages, 8x11, spiral bound.
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THINGS HARD TO BE UNDERSTOOD: A HANDBOOK 
OF BIBLICAL DIFFICULTIES, ISBN 1-58318-002-8. This 
very practical volume deals with a wide variety of biblical 
difficulties. Find the answer to the seeming contradictions in 
the Bible. Meet the challenge of false teachers who misuse 
biblical passages to prove their doctrine. Find out the 
meaning of difficult passages that are oftentimes overlooked 
in the Bible commentaries. Our objective is to help God’s 
people have confidence in the inerrancy of their Bibles and to 
protect them from the false teachers that abound in these last 
days. Jerry Huffman, editor of Calvary Contender, testified: 
“You don’t have to agree with everything to greatly benefit 
from this helpful book.” Fourth edition April 2006, 385 pages

A N U N S H A K E A B L E FA I T H : A C H R I S T I A N 
APOLOGETICS COURSE, ISBN 978-1-58318-119-5. (new 
title for 2011) The course is built upon nearly 40 years of 
serious Bible study and 30 years of apologetics writing. 
Research was done in the author’s personal 6,000-volume 
library plus in major museums and other locations in 
America, England, Europe, Australia, Asia, and the Middle 
East. The package consists of an apologetics course entitled 
AN UNSHAKEABLE FAITH (both print and eBook editions) 
plus an extensive series of Powerpoint/Keynote presentations. 
(Keynote is the Apple version of Powerpoint.) The 1,800 
PowerPoint slides deal with archaeology, evolution/creation 
science, and the prophecies pertaining to Israel’s history. The 
material in the 360-page course is extensive, and the teacher 
can decide whether to use all of it or to select only some 
portion of it for his particular class and situation. After each 
section there are review questions to help the students focus 
on the most important points. The course can be used for 
private study as well as for a classroom setting. Sections 
include The Bible’s Nature, The Bible’s Proof, The Dead Sea 
Scrolls, The Bible’s Difficulties, Historical Evidence for Jesus, 
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Evidence for Christ’s Resurrection, Archaeological Treasures 
Confirming the Bible, A History of Evolution, Icons of 
Evolution, Icons of Creation, Noah’s Ark and the Global 
Flood.

WAY OF LIFE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE BIBLE & 
CHRISTIANITY,  ISBN 1-58318-005-2.  This lovely 
hardcover Bible Encyclopedia contains 640 pages (8.5X11) of 
information, with more than 6,000 entries, and 7,000 cross-
references. It is a complete dictionary of biblical terminology 
and features many other areas of research not often covered 
in Bible reference volumes. Subjects include Bible versions, 
Denominations, Cults, Christian Movements, Typology, the 
Church, Social Issues and Practical Christian Living, Bible 
Prophecy, and Old English Terminology. An evangelist in 
South Dakota wrote: “If I were going to the mission field and 
could carry only three books, they would be the Strong’s 
concordance, a hymnal, and the Way of Life Bible 
Encyclopedia.” Missionary author Jack Moorman says: “The 
encyclopedia is excellent. The entries show a ‘distilled 
spirituality.’” A computer edition of the Encyclopedia is 
available as a standalone eBook for PDF, Kindle, and ePub. It 
is also available as a module for Swordseacher.
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