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Reviving a Church that is 
Evangelistically Lukewarm

“I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I 
would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee 
out of my mouth” (Jesus Christ, Revelation 3:15-16)

___

It is a sad but common thing for churches to grow 
lukewarm in their zeal to bring the unsaved to Jesus Christ.

Evangelism and prayer are perhaps two of the most difficult 
things to maintain in the Christian life, and the reason is 
that they involve spiritual warfare. Every time we engage in 
intercessory prayer and every time we share the gospel, we 
are engaging in warfare with God’s avowed enemy, a %erce 
and determined foe who is called the “god of this world” and 
the “prince of the power of the air” (2 Cor. 4:4; Eph. 2:2).

We should not be surprised when we !nd a church in a 
spiritual decline, but we also should not be lethargic about it. 
Fruitful church life requires continual spiritual revival. In the 
New Testament epistles, what we see is an emphasis on 
continual, daily revival and progressive spiritual growth, not 
special, once-in-awhile revival. To be !lled with the Spirit is 
not something that is to happen as a special experience; it is 
something that is to happen continually and daily (Eph. 
5:18). To be !lled with the Spirit is not an experience we seek; 
it is a commandment we obey. We are to put off the old and 
man and put on the new as a daily experience (Eph. 4:22-24). 
e believer has everything he needs for spiritual life and 
victory, and his part is to grow in these things (2 Pet. 1:4-8).

But when daily revival ebbs and backsliding ensues, it is 
time for special revival, and the Lord Jesus Christ is ready 

1



and able to revive His people when they meet the 
requirements

"Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and 
repent, and do the %rst works; or else I will come unto thee 
quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his place, 
except thou repent" (Revelation 2:5).

“Remember therefore how thou hast received and heard, 
and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I 
will come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what 
hour I will come upon thee” (Rev. 3:2-3).

"As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten: be zealous 
therefore, and repent" (Revelation 3:19).

What can a pastor do if he !nds that his church has become 
lukewarm or worse in the matter of soul winning?

We are focusing on the pastor's role because he alone has 
the authority necessary to bring church-wide changes. is is 
not to say that pastors alone are responsible for the 
evangelistic zeal of a church. e responsibility is upon the 
shoulder's of every born again Christian. Every child of God 
is called to be an ambassador for Christ to carry the gospel to 
the unsaved (2 Corinthians 5:20).

Aer reviewing this article, one pastor offered this 
observation: “e pastor must have the cooperation of the 
people to do his job. If they realized they have a HUGE 
impact on how we [pastors] feel and act, more people would 
do a better job!”
is is true, but sheep can’t lead themselves.
e following are some suggestions for pastors who want to 

revive their congregations in evangelism:

1. e pastor must revive himself and provide leadership 
in word and deed.

A pastor cannot effectively demand that the people do 
something that he is not doing himself. He must provide the 

2



leadership in evangelism. He must carve out time from his 
schedule for evangelism, the more the better.

It might be necessary to repent publicly before the church if 
his own lack of zeal in this area has contributed to the overall 
decline.

2. e pastor must make the people understand that this is 
a serious matter.

He can do this in many ways.
One is by preaching on evangelism and using it in his 

applications. If he focuses on this and really makes a major 
issue of it, the people that love the Lord will usually come 
around and wake up and get involved. It will also expose the 
hearts of the lukewarm and rebellious, but that is the work of 
the two-edged Sword of the Spirit in this fallen world.
e pastor can make the church understand the seriousness 

of evangelism by requiring that the workers be involved. A 
church member cannot necessarily be forced to participate in 
visitation or to dress properly during the week or to separate 
from worldly music or such things, but a church can certainly 
require that its officers and workers (deacons, SS teachers, 
etc.) be examples of what God’s will. e officers and workers 
set the tone for the whole church. ey set the tone for what 
new converts will become. If the pastor does not require that 
the workers model what he preaches from the Word of God, 
he is undercutting the preaching.
e pastor can impress the people with the importance of 

evangelism by emphasizing it frequently, during 
announcements, etc.
e pastor can demonstrate before the congregation that 

evangelism is at least as important as the many other 
programs and activities the church pursues.

A church in New York goes out on the streets every Sunday 
aernoon for gospel work. One man wrote to describe this as 
follows:
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“e [leaders and workers] of the church always go out with 
us and thus set the tone for the importance of the outreach. 
e outreach is always published FIRST in the church 
bulletin and announced by the pastor from the pulpit every 
Sunday morning.”

3. e pastor should set up a training program to educate 
and challenge the people--young and old--in evangelism.
is will focus everyone’s attention on evangelism and keep 

the attention focused for a period of time.
e training should be given to all of the teens and adults, 

because evangelism is the work of every child of God.
We recommend the course Sowing and Reaping, from Way 

of Life Literature. is course is currently available in print 
format and is scheduled to be published in video format in 
December 2013.

4. e pastor should develop an outreach program that 
will encourage the participation of the largest number of 
people.

A good start would be to set up the "Visitation Night 
Stations" which are described under the section of this book 
on “e Visitation Program.” is encourages people to get 
involved in evangelism in a variety of ways and does not try 
to force everyone to do the same thing.
is is only a start, though. e goal should be to get every 

church member, young and old, involved in fruitful 
evangelism throughout the week.

5. e pastor should evaluate the existing evangelistic 
activities with the goal of making them more fruitful.

Even many churches that are not very aggressive about soul 
winning usually have some evangelistic programs, such as 
Sunday School and Vacation Bible School. ese are good 
places to start in evaluating and reworking a church's 
ministry. e pastor needs to ask himself how these can be 
made more fruitful.
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A Vacation Bible School, for example, can simply be a part 
of the church's traditional program, something that is carried 
out without much enthusiasm, or it can be a true soul 
winning endeavor that is carried out with great zeal and 
potentially much fruit.

I think of one particular church that had a Vacation Bible 
School each year, but little or nothing was done to advertise it 
in the community, no special prayer proceeded it, no effort 
was made to train and challenge the people to use their 
private automobiles to bring children and young people and 
adult visitors to the VBS, no thought was given to possibly 
running the church bus each day to bring people to the 
program, etc. All the pastor did was chose a curriculum, 
organize the VBS activities, and then put up a sign in front of 
the church, apparently hoping that some unsaved people 
would show up. It is not surprising that there was no fruit 
from this effort.

Another example of this is with special evangelistic or 
revival services. It is not uncommon for churches to have 
these and yet to do little or nothing in preparation, apart 
from choosing the speaker and preparing for the meals. A 
revival or gospel service that is preceded by earnest prayer 
and by special visitation in the community to invite the 
unsaved will be much more fruitful than one that is simply 
conducted as a tradition.

6. e pastor should seek ideas and suggestions from the 
church members.

Toward the goal of getting everyone involved and creating 
effective evangelistic outreach, it is wise to !nd out what the 
church people think, to get feedback and ideas from the 
people. e church is a body, not merely a head, and each 
member is an important part. Each member is gied by the 
Spirit of God (Rom. 12:4-8), and should be encouraged to 
participate in the church ministry within the bounds of Holy 
Scripture and under the direction of the leaders.
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If I were the pastor of a declining church, I would get 
together with various groups within the church and invite 
candid discussion on the subject of evangelism. I would try to 
!nd out what hinders people from being involved. I would 
try to !nd out what they think of the current evangelistic 
efforts. I would ask them to analyze each part of the church’s 
evangelistic program and to give feedback about how to make 
things more fruitful.

I would have the teen and adult members read the book 
Ideas for Evangelism to help them have new ideas, and then I 
would challenge them to think of ways they could get the 
gospel to the unsaved. (Ideas for Evangelism is available in 
print and as a free eBook from www.wayo&ife.org.)

Of course, for this type of thing to work, the pastor must 
show the people that he is open to their ideas and 
suggestions. I don’t mean that he should accept every idea, 
but he should show that he is not tied to the old “rut”!

I would focus my attention on any church members who 
are burdened to carry the gospel to lost souls. It is possible 
that they are already thinking about these things and have 
ideas. In fact, in many cases it is church members who pray 
that the Lord will touch the pastor's heart that he might wake 
up and lead the congregation in evangelism. In such cases, 
some of the church members might be far ahead of the 
pastor, and if so, they can be a great help if the pastor is wise 
enough to use them and to seek their counsel and help.

7. e pastor needs to stir up prayer support for the 
church's evangelism efforts.

Prayer is essential for spiritual revival, for removing 
demonic barriers, and for breaking the stony hearts of the 
unsaved.
ere are many ways a pastor can lead in the matter of 

prayer. He can work to make the mid-week prayer meeting 
more focused on evangelism. He can start new prayer 
meetings, such as before the preaching services, as Charles 
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Spurgeon did. He can organize prayer meetings in the homes 
of the church members. He can start new women’s and men’s 
prayer meetings that focus on spiritual revival in the church 
and the salvation of the lost.
e Baptist churches in Ireland in the 17th century 

established a special time of prayer and fasting on the !rst 
Wednesday of every month for the purpose of confessing 
their spiritual slothfulness and backsliding and seeking the 
power of God (Joseph Ivimey, History of the English Baptists, 
I, p. 248). God hasn’t changed. If our churches today will take 
spiritual slothfulness and backsliding this seriously; if we will 
truly humble ourselves before God and confess our sins and 
earnestly seek His mercy, power, and blessing, the spiritual 
deadness will be healed.

Christ has made it clear that He absolutely hates spiritual 
lukewarmness (Revelation 3:15-16), and the fact is that a 
great many members of Bible-believing churches aren’t 
merely lukewarm about evangelism; they are absolutely cold. 
We don’t have to wait until the judgment seat of Christ to 
know what this means.

“I know thy works, that thou art neither cold nor hot: I 
would thou wert cold or hot. So then because thou art 
lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will spue thee out of 
my mouth” (Rev. 3:15-16).

If Christ will spew out the lukewarm, what will He do to 
the cold?

Church member, how does your zeal for souls hold up in 
the light of God’s Word?

In the book Effective Evangelistic Churches, which contains 
the results of a survey of 576 growing churches, om Rainer 
observes that intercessory prayer is a crucial component.

“So oen churches get stuck in a rut in their prayer. A 
Florida pastor shared that their Wednesday evening prayer 
services ‘had become Who’s who in the hospital. Our young 
people avoided the service like the plague.’ Many churches, 
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perhaps most churches in America, focus their corporate 
prayers on physical needs: sickness, bereavement, and 
hospitalizations. While these prayer needs are valid and 
need intercession, the eternal needs of those without a 
relationship to Jesus Christ are even more critical” (Rainer, 
Effective Evangelistic Churches pp. 74, 78).

“Most churches that are effectively reaching the lost have 
broken out of the ‘rut’ of prayer-as-usual and have 
experienced wonderful results brought about by effective 
emphasis on praying for the lost’” (Rainer, p. 74).

“Focusing the church’s attention on intercession for the lost 
has brought the Lord’s blessings time aer time. One pastor 
shared the thought that, ‘Praying for the lost did more to 
refocus our church than any single factor. We became a 
church with an outward focus aer being an inwardly 
focused church for years’” (Rainer, p. 69).

“Fasting has oen been a key factor not only in focusing the 
people but also in bringing about spiritual power. One 
pastor wrote, ‘I pray and fast one day a week. ough I do 
not advertise it, the church has become aware of it and many 
have followed my example’” (Rainer, p. 75).

“I reviewed my consultation notes of dozens of churches I 
visited over the past few years. Most of them were in a slow 
decline. Perhaps more than any single factor, the absence of 
dynamic corporate prayer ministries was the contrasting 
element. I could not %nd one declining church that had an 
ongoing prayer ministry speci%cally for the lost. Perhaps 
these dying churches have not because they ask not” (Rainer, 
p. 77).

Pelham Baptist Church in South Carolina was pastored by 
Harold B. Sightler from 1942 until 1952. Consider the 
following testimony about the power of prayer in evangelism:

“In 1946 only three people were baptized at Pelham, and so 
in early 1947 a week of prayer meetings were held at night at 
the church, prayer only, for revival and salvation of souls, 
with no preaching or singing. People began to get saved, and 
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the church grew. e prayer meetings continued, and by 
1949 were being held on Sunday nights aer church in a 
pasture. ese oen drew a hundred people and sometimes 
lasted until one o'clock in the morning. A rock altar was 
built around a tree. Each represented a person being prayed 
for by name” (James Sightler, “Observations on Dr. Harold B. 
Sightler’s Early Ministry and the Heritage of Tabernacle 
Baptist Church”).

e problem is that we are not treating the sin of omission 
as the great sin that it is before God. Disobedience to the 
plain commandments of God is treated casually. In my 
experience, the average member of the average Bible-
believing church does not seek !rst the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness according to Christ’s commandment in 
Matthew 6:33 and cares more about the things of this world 
than about ful!lling the Great Commission. At least that is 
what his lifestyle says. is is a great sin and it should be 
treated as such.

8. e pastor needs to evaluate his own activities and the 
church's activities in light of the Great Commission.

Many Christians are too busy with other church programs, 
which might be good in themselves. And this is oen true of 
pastors themselves. e suggestions we have given for 
reviving a church that has lost its evangelistic zeal require 
time. It takes time to have prayer meetings. It takes time to 
seek the lost. All of the methods of evangelism discussed in 
the book Ideas for Evangelism require time. If a church is too 
busy with other things, it is impossible for it to do everything 
that should be done for evangelism.

A Christian School ministry, for example, can be a serious 
drain on a church. By no means are we opposed to church-
operated Christian schools, but it is common for pastors who 
have schools to be heavily involved in attending sports 
programs, music programs, awards ceremonies, lunches, and 
a hundred other things that are not directly part of his 
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biblical calling and responsibilities before God. As a result, 
the true calling is neglected.
om Rainer warns that "weekday ministries" such as 

Christian schools and day care, can be a hindrance to 
evangelism.

"Our respondents indicated that evangelistic growth rarely 
occurred as a result of these ministries. What are the reasons 
for the disparity? Further questioning revealed some 
fascinating attitudes about weekday ministries. First, the 
church leaders indicated that such ministries can be effective 
for church growth but rarely for conversion growth. e 
programs tend to attract other Christians, but their 
evangelistic value is questionable. Some pastors, a sizable 
minority, told us that their churches' weekday ministries 
actually detracted from evangelistic emphases. One pastor 
lamented, 'We spend so much time putting out %res in two 
of these ministries that we take away valuable resources that 
could be used to reach the lost. ey really drain our 
resources.' Another staff member, whose responsibility 
includes the coordination of the weekday ministries, 
commented, 'I don't doubt the value of what we do. Many 
Christians truly bene%t from our ministries. But it is really 
time consuming. We struggle to know the right balance 
between ministering to Christians and evangelizing the 
lost'" (Effective Evangelistic Churches, pp. 40, 41).

(Note: Rainer is a Southern Baptist and we do not 
recommend his New Evangelical philosophy or his 
acceptance of such things as Christian rock.)

Missionary Doug Hammett reviewed this article prior to its 
publication and observed:

“I would suggest that you consider camping a little more on 
the problem of putting out %res for other ministries as well 
as the drain that schools, etc., have on the overall ability to 
get the folks moving toward evangelism. I am convinced 
most pastors want evangelistic churches but are tied up in so 
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many other ministries to keep people happy that the 
evangelism is le out in the cold.”

We must not forget the example of the Lord Jesus Christ. 
He explained the priority of His earthly ministry in these 
words: “For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost” (Luke 19:10). e Lord showed the priority 
of evangelism in the repetition of the Great Commission 
(Mat. 28:18-20; Mark 16:15; Luke 24:44-48; John 20:21; Acts 
1:8). He gave us the example of this priority in the ministries 
of the apostles as recorded in the book of Acts. Can you 
imagine the apostle Paul not having time for gospel work!

A church that doesn't have time for evangelism is sinning 
against the Lord of the Harvest and will doubtless give 
account at the judgment seat of Christ.

9. e pastor must be consistent and persistent in pursuing 
evangelism with the church.

It oen happens that the pastor will get a burden to start or 
restart something in the church and will emphasize it for a 
short time, but then he will drop it before there has been time 
for the Lord to work in people's hearts. When he encounters 
resistance, he buckles to the will of the people and and deeds 
his God-given leadership over to backslidden people.

Turning around a backslidden congregation takes time and 
serious, serious commitment. Consider the example of a 
church in central Florida that had declined in membership 
for 20 consecutive years. In 1980 the church called a new 
pastor, and he immediately sought to revive an evangelistic 
fervor. It took years, though, for this to happen. Following is 
the testimony of a deacon:

“Our pastor did not just tell us to be evangelistic. He lived it! 
It took his example and leadership over %ve years before the 
church caught on. But we eventually got excited about 
sharing Jesus.’ om Rainer says, “e church has grown 
consistently for over a decade, with a signi%cant part of the 
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growth from conversions” (Effective Evangelistic Churches, p. 
43).

I recall a kind and seemingly godly pastor who had allowed 
his church's visitation program to die. e reason he did so 
was lack of concern and interest on the part of the people. 
Just prior to canceling the ursday night visitation program 
altogether, several weeks had passed with only he and his wife 
in attendance. No other church members cared enough to 
attend. He was torn between a fear of forcing the people to do 
things out of a mere sense of duty instead of a heart-love for 
their Savior and his responsibility before God to command 
the people to obey the Great Commission. Caught in this 
supposed dilemma, he allowed the church’s organized 
visitation to die. (Actually, there is no dilemma. Scripture 
emphasizes many right motives for serving the Lord, 
including fear of God and simple obedience to God. Christ’s 
instructions about preaching the gospel to every creature and 
being His ambassador to the unsaved are not suggestions; 
they are commandments.)

Aer a year or so of inactivity, he announced to the church 
that he was deeply concerned about the matter and was 
convicted that he had not done the right thing. For several 
services he told the people that the organized visitation 
would start again and that he wanted large participation. In 
several sermons he preached that it is wrong for deacons and 
Sunday School teachers or choir members, etc., never to try 
to reach the unsaved. He had meetings with his deacons and 
told them that he wanted all of them to participate in the 
organized visitation.

Aer a few weeks of this he started up the visitation 
program again on a ursday night. Alas, only a handful of 
people showed up. ere were no deacons or Sunday School 
teachers in attendance. Aer a few weeks of this, with little or 
no noticeable increase in the number of church members 
who came out for visitation, he basically let the matter drop.
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He kept up the visitation program in a low-key manner, but 
he did very little to push it and he stopped or challenging or 
rebuking the people about the matter.

In fact, even though most of the men refused to come out 
on visitation and had thereby brazenly expressed their 
rebellion to God and to the church leadership (Hebrews 
13:17), this pastor let the men start a new inter-church 
soball league on Saturday evenings just a few weeks aer 
starting the new visitation program! He promoted the soball 
league with almost as much enthusiasm as he had devoted to 
evangelism.
rough all of this, the people received a loud message: 

“e pastor will preach about some things that might make 
you uncomfortable once in a while, but you don't have to take 
it seriously. If you simply ignore him he will eventually let it 
slide and things will be back to normal.”

It’s the same message that parents give to their children 
when they set out rules and don’t punish the children 
effectively when they break the rules. If a father or mother 
tells a toddler to sit down and then allows the child to 
continue to stand, they are training the child to disobey. In 
such a case, the child, in fact, is training and leading the 
parents.

Would it not have been more glorifying to the Lord if the 
above-mentioned pastor had used the soball league 
suggestion to face the men plainly with their misplaced 
priorities? Would it not have made a strong impression on 
the people if he had stood before them and said:

“It has been suggested that we start a men’s soball league. I 
have considered this prayerfully, and I don’t think we have 
time for such a thing when it is obvious that most of our 
church members are already too busy to give even two hours 
out of their weekly schedule for soul winning visitation. e 
Lord Jesus Christ does not command us to play soball, but 
He does command us to preach the gospel to every creature. 
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Until we obey His express commandment to reach the 
unsaved, I believe it would be presumptuous for us to start 
another form of entertainment for the saints.”

I have sympathy for this pastor and for the countless others 
who are in similar situations. He tried to lead the people in 
evangelism, but they refused to follow.

At the same time, such pastors are committing the sin of 
Saul, who, when he did not keep God’s commandment, used 
the excuse that “the people” made him do it (1 Samuel 
15:20-21). e prophet Samuel warned that such a thing is a 
great sin, “For rebellion is as the sin of witchcra, and 
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry” (1 Sam. 15:23).
ere are many other things this pastor could have done to 

bring a change in the hearts of the congregation.
And if he had done everything he could and they still 

refused to obey the Lord, he could still impress them with 
their disobedience by rebuking them in no uncertain terms 
and refusing to act like it is business as usual when the people 
are so obviously backslidden and rebellious to the One they 
profess as Lord and Saviour.

I will tell you one thing, my friends, those deacons and  
teachers and church officers would have lost their positions if 
I were their pastor. I would rather have no officers and 
teachers than to have stubborn, rebellious, backslidden ones. 
I would far rather have 30 church members who are true 
disciples of Christ than 300 who are lukewarm. God can do 
far more with the 30 than with the mixed multiple that forms 
the membership of the typical “Bible-believing” church today.

Someone says, “ey would have voted you out of the 
pastorate.” So be it! I raise my hand to heaven and declare 
that I would rather have the Lord’s approval and blessing than 
be the pastor of a rebellious church, no matter how large. I 
have learned from 40 years of experience, that God will take 
care of me when I stand for His Word and glorify His Son.
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We need to get serious about obeying Jesus Christ and stop 
“playing church.”
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About Way of Life’s eBooks
Since January 2011, Way of Life Literature books have been 

available in eBook format. Some are available for purchase, 
while others are available for free download.
e eBooks are designed and formatted to work well on a 

variety of applications/devices, but not all apps/devices are 
equal. Some allow the user to control appearance and layout 
of the book while some don’t even show italics! For best 
reading pleasure, please choose your reading app carefully.

For some suggestions, see the reports “iPads, Kindles, 
eReaders, and Way of Life Materials,” at www.wayo&ife.org/
database/ebook.html and “About eBooks, eReaders, and 
Reading Apps” at www.wayo&ife.org/help/ebooks.php.
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Powerful Publications for ese Times
Following is a selection of the titles published by Way of 

Life Literature. e books are available in both print and 
eBook editions (PDF, Kindle, ePub). e materials can be 
ordered via the online catalog at the Way of Life web site -- 
www.wayo&ife.org -- or by phone 866-295-4143.

FUNDAMENTAL LESSONS IN HOW TO STUDY THE 
BIBLE. is very practical course deals with requirements for 
effective Bible study, marking your Bible, and rules of Bible 
interpretation. 174 pages

BIBLE TIMES AND ANCIENT KINGD OMS: 
T R E A S U R E S F R O M A R C H A E O L O G Y. I S B N 
978-1-58318-121-8.  is is a package consisting of a book 
and a series of PowerPoint  and Keynote (Apple) 
presentations which are a graphical edition of the book. e 
PowerPoints are packed with high quality color photos, 
drawings, historic recreations, and video clips. Bible Times 
and Ancient Kingdoms is a course on Bible geography, Bible 
culture, and Bible history and has a two-fold objective: to 
present apologetic evidence for the Bible and to give 
background material to help the student better understand 
the setting of Bible history. We cover this fascinating history 
from Genesis to the New Testament, dealing with the Table of 
the Nations in Genesis 10, the Tower of Babel, Ur of the 
Chaldees, Egypt, Baal worship, the Philistines, the 
Canaanites, David’s palace, Solomon and the Queen of Sheba, 
Ahab and Jezebel, the fall of the northern kingdom of Israel, 
the Assyr ian Empire , Hezekiah and his t imes , 
Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylon, the Medo-Persian Empire, 
Herod the Great and his temple, the Roman rule over Israel, 
and the Roman destruction of Jerusalem. Many of the 
archaeological discoveries from the past 200 years, which we 
relate in the course, are so fascinating and improbable that 
they read like a novel. It is easy to see God’s hand in this !eld, 
in spite of its prevailing skepticism. e course also deals 
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with Bible culture, such as weights and measures, plant and 
animal life, Caesar’s coin, the widow’s mite, ancient scrolls 
and seals, phylacteries, cosmetics, tombs, and the operation 
of ancient lamps, millstones, pottery wheels, and olive 
presses. e course begins with an overview of Israel’s 
geography and a timeline of Bible history to give the student 
a framework for better understanding the material. Each 
section includes maps to help the student place the events in 
their proper location. e course is packed with important 
but little-known facts that illuminate Bible history and 
culture. e preparation for the book is extensive, the 
culmination of 40 years of Bible study, teaching, and research 
trips. In this context the author built a large personal library 
and collected information from major archaeological 
museums and locations in North America, England, Europe, 
Turkey, and Israel. We guarantee that the student who 
completes the course will read the Bible with new eyes and 
fresh enthusiasm. 500 pages book + DVD containing 19 
PowerPoint presentations packed with more than 3,200 high 
quality color photos, drawings, historic recreations, and video 
clips.

T H E B I B L E V E R S I ON Q U E ST I ON A N S W E R 
DATABASE, ISBN 1-58318-088-5. is book provides 
diligently-researched, in-depth answers to more than 80 of 
the most important questions on this topic. A vast number of 
myths are exposed, such as the myth that Erasmus promised 
to add 1 John 5:7 to his Greek New Testament if even one 
manuscript could be produced, the myth that the differences 
between the Greek texts and versions are slight and 
insigni!cant, the myth that there are no doctrines affected by 
the changes in the modern versions, and the myth that the 
King James translators said that all versions are equally the 
Word of God. It also includes reviews of several of the 
popular modern versions, including the Living Bible, New 
Living Bible, Today’s English Version, New International 
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Version, New American Standard Version, e Message, and 
the Holman Christian Standard Bible. 423 pages

CONTEMPORARY CHRISTIAN MUSIC: SOME 
QUESTIONS ANSWERED AND SOME WARNINGS 
GIVEN, ISBN 1-58318-094-x. is book expounds on !ve 
reasons why we are opposed to CCM: It is worldly; it is 
ecumenical; it is charismatic; it is experience-oriented; and it 
weakens the fundamentalist stance of churches. We give 
examples of how changes are occurring in formerly 
fundamentalist churches through the instrumentality of 
contemporary music. e rest of the book deals with 
questions that are commonly asked on this subject, such as 
the following: What is the difference between using 
contemporary worship music and using old hymns that were 
interdenominational? Didn't Luther and the Wesleys use 
tavern music? Isn't the issue of music just a matter of taste? 
Doesn't the Bible encourage us to use cymbals and stringed 
and loud sounding instruments? What is wrong with so 
rock? Didn't God create all music? Love is more important 
than doctrine and standards of living, isn't it? Since God 
looks on the heart, why are you concerned about appearance? 
Isn't Christianity all about grace? What about all of the young 
people who are being saved through CCM? 190 pages

THE FOREIGN SPIRIT OF CONTEMPOR ARY 
WORSHIP MUSIC. is hard-hitting multi-media video 
presentation, published in March 2012, documents the 
frightful spiritual compromise, heresy, and apostasy that 
permeates the !eld of contemporary worship music. By 
extensive documentation, it proves that contemporary 
worship music is impelled by “another spirit” (2 Cor. 11:4). It 
is the spirit of charismaticism, the spirit of the latter rain, the 
spirit of the one-world church, the spirit of the world, the 
spirit of homosexuality, and the spirit of the false god of e 
Shack. e presentation looks carefully at the origin of 
contemporary worship in the Jesus Movement of the 1970s, 
examining the lives and testimonies of some of the most 
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in&uential people. Nearly 60 video clips and hundreds of 
photos are featured. It is available on DVD and as an 
eDownload from the Way of Life web site.

THE FUTURE ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE. ISBN 
978-1-58318-172-0. New for November 2012. One of the 
many reasons why the Bible is the most amazing and exciting 
book on earth is its prophecies. e Bible unfolds the future 
in great detail, and e Future According to the Bible deals in 
depth with every major prophetic event, including the 
Rapture, the Judgment Seat of Christ, the Tribulation, the 
Antichrist, Gog and Magog, the Battle of Armageddon, the 
Two Witnesses, Christ’s Return, Muslim nations in prophecy, 
the Judgment of the Nations, the resurrection body, the 
conversion of Israel, the highway of the redeemed, Christ’s 
glorious kingdom, the Millennial Temple, the Great White 
rone judgment, and the New Jerusalem. e !rst two 
chapters deal at length with the amazing prophecies that are 
being ful!lled today and with the church-age apostasy. 
Knowledge of these prophecies is essential for a proper 
understanding of the times and a proper Christian worldview 
today. e 130-page section on Christ’s kingdom describes 
the coming world kingdom in more detail than any book we 
are familiar with. Every major Messianic prophecy is 
examined. Prophecy is a powerful witness to the Bible’s 
divine inspiration, and it is a great motivator for holy 
Christian living. In this book we show that the Lord’s 
churches are outposts of the coming kingdom. e believer’s 
position in Christ’s earthly kingdom will be determined by 
his service in this present world (Revelation 2:26-27; 3:21). 
e book is based on forty years of intense Bible study plus 
!rsthand research in Israel, Turky, and Europe.

I S R A E L : PA S T, P R E S E N T, F U T U R E , I S B N 
978-1-58318-116-4. is is a package consisting of a 234-page 
illustrated book, a DVD series, and a series of Powerpoint/
Keynote presentations for teachers. e package covers all of 
the major facets pertaining to Israel in a professional, 
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technologically cutting-edge way: geography, culture, 
archaeology, history, current events, and prophecy. e series 
begins with an amazing aerial &yover over the land of Israel.

KEEPING THE KIDS: HOW TO KEEP THE CHILDREN 
FROM FALLING PREY TO THE WORLD, ISBN 
978-1-58318-115-7. is book aims to help parents and 
churches raise children to be disciples of Jesus Christ and to 
avoid the pitfalls of the world, the &esh, and the devil. e 
book is a collaborative effort. It contains testimonies from 
hundreds of individuals who provided feedback to our 
questionnaires on this subject, as well as powerful ideas 
gleaned from interviews with pastors, missionaries, and 
church people who have raised godly children. e book is 
packed with practical suggestions and deals with many issues: 
Conversion, the husband-wife relationship, the necessity of 
permeating the home with Christian love, mothers as keepers 
at home, the father’s role as the spiritual head of the home, 
child discipline, separation from the pop culture, discipleship 
of youth, the grandparents’ role in “keeping the kids,” 
effectual prayer, and fasting. 531 pages

MUSIC FOR GOOD OR EVIL (4 DVDs). is video series 
for July 2011 is a new replacement for previous presentations 
we have produced on this subject. e series, which is packed 
with graphics, video and audio clips, has seven segments. I. 
Biblical Principles of Good Christian Music: II. Why We 
Reject Contemporary Christian Music. III. e Sound of 
Contemporary Christian Music. IV. Transformational Power 
of CCM. V. Southern Gospel. VI. Marks of Good Song 
Leading. VII. Questions Answered on Contemporary 
Christian Music.

O N E Y E A R D I S C I P L E S H I P C O U R S E , I S B N 
978-1-58318-117-1. (new title for 2011) is powerful course 
features 52 lessons in Christian living. It can be broken into 
sections and used as a new converts course, an advanced 
discipleship course, a Sunday School series, a Home 
Schooling or Bible Institute course, or preaching outlines. 
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e lessons are thorough, meaty, and very practical. ere is 
an extensive memory verse program built into the course, 
and each lesson features carefully designed review questions. 
221 pages

THE PENTECOSTAL-CHARISMATIC MOVEMENTS: 
THE HISTORY AND THE ERROR,  ISBN 1-58318-099-0. 
is book begins with the author’s own experience with the 
Pentecostal movement. e next section deals with the 
history of the Pentecostal movement, beginning with a 
survey of miraculous signs from the second to the 18th 
centuries. We deal with Charles Parham, Azusa Street 
Mission, major Pentecostal healing evangelists, the Sharon 
Schools and the New Order of the Latter Rain, the Word-
Faith movement and its key leaders, the Charismatic 
Movement, the Roman Catholic Charismatic Renewal, the 
Pentecostal Prophets, the ird Wave, the Laughing-
Drunken Revival of Toronto, Pensacola, Lakeland, etc., and 
the recent Pentecostal scandals. e last section deals with 
the theological errors of the Pentecostal-Charismatic 
movements. 317 pages

R E P E N TA N C E A N D S O U L W I N N I N G , I SB N 
1-58318-062-1. is is an in-depth study on biblical 
repentance and a timely warning about unscriptural methods 
of presenting the gospel. e opening chapter, entitled 
“Fundamental Baptists and Quick Prayerism: A Faulty 
Method of Evangelism Has Produced a Change in the 
Doctrine of Repentance,” traces the change in the doctrine of 
repentance among fundamental Baptists during the past 50 
years. 2008 edition, 201 pages

SEEING THE NON-EXISTENT: EVOLUTION’S MYTHS 
AND HOAXES, ISBN 1-58318-002-8. (new title for 2011) 
is book is designed both as a stand alone title as well as a 
companion to the apologetics course AN UNSHAKEABLE 
FAITH. e contents are as follows: Canals on Mars, Charles 
Darwin and His Granddaddy, omas Huxley: Darwin’s 
Bulldog, Ernst Haeckel: Darwin’s German Apostle, Icons of 
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Evolution, Icons of Creation, e Ape-men, Predictions, 
Questions for Evolutionists, Darwinian Gods, Darwin’s Social 
In&uence.

SOWING AND REAPING: A COURSE IN EVANGELISM. 
ISBN 978-1-58318-169-0. is new course (for 2012) is 
unique in several ways. It is unique in its approach. While it is 
practical and down-to-earth, it does not present a formulaic 
approach to soul winning, recognizing that individuals have 
to be dealt with as individuals. e course does not include 
any sort of psychological manipulation techniques. It does 
not neglect repentance in soul winning, carefully explaining 
the biblical de!nition of repentance and the place of 
repentance in personal evangelism. It explains how to use the 
law of God to plow the soil of the human heart so that the 
gospel can !nd good ground. e course is unique in its 
objective. e objective of biblical soul winning is not to get 
people to “pray a sinner’s prayer”; the objective is to see 
people soundly converted to Christ. is course trains the 
soul winner to pursue genuine conversions as opposed to 
mere “decisions.” e course is also unique in its breadth. It 
covers a wide variety of situations, including how to deal with 
Hindus and with skeptics and how to use apologetics or 
evidences in evangelism. ere is a memory course 
consisting of 111 select verses and links to a large number of 
resources that can be used in evangelism, many of them free. 
e course is suitable for teens and adults and for use in 
Sunday School, Youth Ministries, Preaching, and private 
study. OUTLINE: e Message of Evangelism, Repentance 
and Evangelism, God’s Law and Evangelism, e Reason for 
Evangelism, e Authority for Evangelism, e Power for 
Evangelism, e Attitude in Evangelism, e Technique of 
Evangelism, Using Tracts in Evangelism, Dealing with 
Skeptics. 104 pages, 8x11, spiral bound.

THINGS HARD TO BE UNDERSTOOD: A HANDBOOK 
OF BIBLICAL DIFFICULTIES, ISBN 1-58318-002-8. is 
very practical volume deals with a wide variety of biblical 
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difficulties. Find the answer to the seeming contradictions in 
the Bible. Meet the challenge of false teachers who misuse 
biblical passages to prove their doctrine. Find out the 
meaning of difficult passages that are oentimes overlooked 
in the Bible commentaries. Our objective is to help God’s 
people have con!dence in the inerrancy of their Bibles and to 
protect them from the false teachers that abound in these last 
days. Jerry Huffman, editor of Calvary Contender, testi!ed: 
“You don’t have to agree with everything to greatly bene!t 
from this helpful book.” Fourth edition April 2006, 385 pages

A N U N S H A K E A B L E FA I T H : A C H R I S T I A N 
APOLOGETICS COURSE, ISBN 978-1-58318-119-5. (new 
title for 2011) e course is built upon nearly 40 years of 
serious Bible study and 30 years of apologetics writing. 
Research was done in the author’s personal 6,000-volume 
library plus in major museums and other locations in 
America, England, Europe, Australia, Asia, and the Middle 
East. e package consists of an apologetics course entitled 
AN UNSHAKEABLE FAITH (both print and eBook editions) 
plus an extensive series of Powerpoint/Keynote presentations. 
(Keynote is the Apple version of Powerpoint.) e 1,800 
PowerPoint slides deal with archaeology, evolution/creation 
science, and the prophecies pertaining to Israel’s history. e 
material in the 360-page course is extensive, and the teacher 
can decide whether to use all of it or to select only some 
portion of it for his particular class and situation. Aer each 
section there are review questions to help the students focus 
on the most important points. e course can be used for 
private study as well as for a classroom setting. Sections 
include e Bible’s Nature, e Bible’s Proof, e Dead Sea 
Scrolls, e Bible’s Difficulties, Historical Evidence for Jesus, 
Evidence for Christ’s Resurrection, Archaeological Treasures 
Con!rming the Bible, A History of Evolution, Icons of 
Evolution, Icons of Creation, Noah’s Ark and the Global 
Flood.
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WAY OF LIFE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE BIBLE & 
CHRISTIANITY,  ISBN 1-58318-005-2.  is lovely 
hardcover Bible Encyclopedia contains 640 pages (8.5X11) of 
information, with more than 6,000 entries, and 7,000 cross-
references. It is a complete dictionary of biblical terminology 
and features many other areas of research not oen covered 
in Bible reference volumes. Subjects include Bible versions, 
Denominations, Cults, Christian Movements, Typology, the 
Church, Social Issues and Practical Christian Living, Bible 
Prophecy, and Old English Terminology. An evangelist in 
South Dakota wrote: “If I were going to the mission !eld and 
could carry only three books, they would be the Strong’s 
concordance, a hymnal, and the Way of Life Bible 
Encyclopedia.” Missionary author Jack Moorman says: “e 
encyclopedia is excellent. e entries show a ‘distilled 
spirituality.’” A computer edition of the Encyclopedia is 
available as a standalone eBook for PDF, Kindle, and ePub. It 
is also available as a module for Swordseacher.
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