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“IHOP believes that by proclaiming things, they
are creating things “in the spirit realm.” They
are convinced that they will literally direct
God’s judgments on earth during the
tribulation.” - D. Cloud



Introduction

The International House of Prayer (IHOP) is a global
charismatic youth movement with wide influence. It believes
itself to be the cusp of an end-time miracle revival movement
that will eventually result in the return of Christ.

(After a threatened lawsuit by the International House of
Pancakes, the International House of Prayer began using the
moniker IHOPKS for International House of Prayer Kansas
City.)

THOP was founded in 1999 by Mike Bickle (b. 1955).

Seventeen years earlier, Bickle had founded the Kansas
City Fellowship after allegedly hearing an audible voice of
God inviting him to “raise up a work that will touch the ends
of the earth.”

He was joined by men such as Bob Jones, John Paul
Jackson, Paul Cain, David Parker, and Francis Frangipane,
who were promoted as prophets of a latter-day miracle
revival movement.

Though Bickle doesn’t claim to be a prophet himself, he
does claim that he has heard God’s audible voice and alleges
that he has been taken to heaven twice (“This IHOP serves
generous portions of prayer,” Reading Eagle, Reading,
Pennsylvania, Aug. 8, 2009).

In 1990, Bickle and his church were brought into the
Vineyard Association of Churches by John Wimber. The
church was renamed Metro Vineyard Fellowship.

In 1996, the Vineyard Fellowship disassociated itself from
Bickle’s church, which subsequently became Metro Christian
Fellowship.

Three years later, Bickle founded IHOP.

In 2000, Bickle turned over the senior pastorship of Metro
Fellowship to Floyd McClung, former director of Youth With
A Mission (YWAM), to focus on THOP.



Bickle’s emphasis is a Latter Rain signs and wonders
ministry in preparation for Christ’s return. The IHOP
website proclaims the heresy that “prior to the return of
Jesus, the earth will experience unprecedented worldwide
revival.”

ITHOP has grown into a large international ministry. There
is a Bible College and seminary, music academy, media
institute, college campus ministries, a 94-acre retreat center,
social work ministries such as Exodus Cry which opposes
human trafficking, and many other things. The ministry has
2,500 full-time staff members, students, and interns (“25,000
Young Adults Gather at IHOP Conference,” Charisma, Dec.
28, 2010). They claim to have trained 7,000 students and
5,000 interns. The annual OneThing conference in 2014 drew
30,000 people. They stream their prayer services in nine
languages.

There are IHOP churches in Seattle, Atlanta, Pasadena,
Dallas, Charlotte, Chicago, New York City, and other places.

Beyond IHOP itself is an international 24/7 prayer
movement said to be in 10,000 locations.

Abuse of Scripture

IHOP talks a lot about Scripture. They will tell you that
everything they do is Bible-based, that Scripture is their sole
authority.

But not only do they use a multiplicity of often-
contradictory versions, thus weakening the authority of
Scripture, but they also misuse Scripture in a frightful way.

An example of this is their ministry to Israel.

“IHOP has a ministry called the ‘Israel Mandate,” that
seeks to mobilize people to pray for Israel and the
salvation of the Jewish people. Well, this might all
sound good--even to many traditional evangelicals who
have, historically, shown strong support for Israel and



Jewish people. So, then, what’s the problem with the
‘Israel Mandate?’

“It’s this. According to IHOP’s description of the
mandate, part of the ‘primary calling’ of the Gentile
church in regard to Jewish people is for the church to be
‘moving in the supernatural.” In other words, Gentile
Christians have a responsibility to perform miraculous
signs and wonders so that Jewish people will believe the
gospel.

“And what is the Scripture verse cited in support of this
teaching? It is 1 Corinthians 1:22. ‘For Jews require a
sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom.” But this verse does
not support the Bickle/THOP teaching that Christians
have a duty to perform miraculous signs for Jewish
people. Quite the contrary. The apostle Paul, the author
of 1 Corinthians, is actually criticizing the Jews for
demanding miraculous signs and the Greeks for seeking
worldly wisdom. Notice two things from 1 Corinthians
1:20-25: (1) the Jews’ request for miraculous signs is not
portrayed in a positive light, and (2) the apostle Paul
does not grant their request for signs. So, then, how can
Bickle use this verse in support of the NAR teaching
that Gentile Christians have a responsibility to perform
signs and wonders for the Jewish people?” (“Bickle’s
Bible Botching,” The Spirit of Error, Apr. 19, 2013).

This type of abuse of Scripture permeates the IHOP
movement.



Charismatic Mysticism

IHOP hosts 24/7 prayer meetings which are mystical
contemporary worship “encounters” powered by rock music.

The chief objectives are “worship and warfare.” THOP
believes they are encountering God in an experiential way,
releasing angelic powers and overcoming demonic
strongholds. Ultimately they believe that they will release the
judgments described in the book of Revelation and usher in
the return of Christ.

Of the 24/7 prayer ministry, IHOP says, “This House of
Prayer for All Nations ministry includes continuous praise
and prayer dethroning the principalities and power over a
region declaring God’s sovereignty.”

The 24/7 services are weird charismatic free-for-alls.

IHOP’s 24/7 prayer sessions have been described as
“frenetic ... euphoric worship ... mesmeric, musical worship,
repeating the same phrases over and over” (“Love and Death
in the House of Prayer”).

“Onstage at the Spiritual Warfare and Prophetic
Worship conference at Municipal Auditorium, Mike
Bickle sways with his eyes closed as he cradles an open
Bible. Beside him, guitarists play and a woman sings.
Two thousand Christians again and again sing a simple
lyric: “Pour your spirit out over this place. Pour your
spirit out over this place. Pour your spirit out over this
place.” For fifteen minutes, they repeat the line until,
finally, the music quickens and a woman in a red dress
on a rear balcony whirls, waving a shredded white flag
of surrender from a pole. Some worshipers clasp their
hands below their chins in prayer. Others hop up and
down, flailing their arms. ‘Release the anointing!
Release the fire of the Holy Spirit”” an impassioned
Bickle cries into the microphone. ‘Beautiful God!
Beautiful God!” In the mosh pit, a middle-aged woman
jerks her head forward then back between her raised
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arms as she dances. She opens her eyes and blows kisses
toward the rafters from her open palm, drops her head
to giggle, then sends Jesus another kiss or two. ‘We
must have more, Lord! More in your kingdom!” Bickle
yells from the stage. ‘More, Lord, bring us
more!” (“Return of the Prophets,” The Pitch, Oct. 10,
2002).

I attended THOP worship services as well as the 24/7
prayer sessions multiple times on October 8-10, 2014, in the
context of an IHOP conference. For many hours a day a full-
blown rock band plays, sometimes with singing and
sometimes only with electronic noises that create a mystical
atmosphere. At other times, soloists sing with a keyboard or
other instruments. People are entering and leaving the room;
people are walking around; people are dancing; people are
praying out loud; people are speaking in “tongues”; people
engage in conversation; people deliver “12-second prayers”
into microphones. People are packing and unpacking
equipment. There are pounding drums. There are repetitious
music loops and repetitious lyrics. There are messages and
photos and video clips on flat screen monitors. The
atmosphere is “mystical, ethereal.” There is a distinct lack of
peace. The order is disorder.

It is the opposite of Paul’s instructions pertaining to the
exercise of spiritual gifts:

“For God is not the author of confusion, but of peace, as
in all churches of the saints” (1 Corinthians 14:33).

“Let all things be done decently and in order” (1
Corinthians 14:40).

Ever since Azusa Street, the Pentecostal-Charismatic
movement has loved disorder. Consider the services at the
Azusa Street Mission, widely acclaimed as the birthplace of
Pentecostalism. People sang out at the same time but “with
completely different syllables, rhythms, and melodies” (Ted
Olsen, “American Pentecost,” Christian History, Issue 58,



1998). The services were characterized by much confusion:
dancing, jumping up and down, falling, trances, slaying in
the spirit, “tongues,” jerking, hysteria, strange animal noises,
“holy laughter,” “spiritual muteness” or people trying to
speak and unable to do so, etc. A very sympathetic
biographer of William Seymour admits that “at times the
meetings would become so boisterous that the police were
called” (Larry Martin, The Life and Ministry of Seymour, p.
188).
The spirit of Azusa is very much alive at IHOP.

It would be impossible to keep your focus on thoughtful
prayer in such an environment. It is not a place to hear the
“still small voice” that Elijah heard (1 Ki. 19:12-13).

But IHOP’s 24/7 “prayer” is not about thoughtful, biblical
prayer. It is not about quiet, thoughtful meditation on
Scripture.

It is about charismatic mysticism whereby God is allegedly
“encountered” in and beyond the prayer and the Scripture. It
is about “experiencing” God. It’s about direct
communication with God. It is about an emotional
experience. It is about bringing in the kingdom of God
through signs and wonders.

This is why IHOP is attracted to Roman Catholic
contemplative prayer, as evidenced by the fact that their
bookstore features dozens of contemplative titles.
Contemplative prayer has the same mystical objective as
IHOP’s 24/7 prayer: an experience with God and direct
revelation from God beyond Scripture.

But when you go beyond Scripture, you go beyond the
God of Scripture, and you open yourself to angels of darkness
masquerading as angels of light. This is why charismatic
worship and contemplative prayer lead to association with
Rome, the heart and soul of apostasy, and ultimately to
universalism, pantheism, panentheism, and idolatry, as we
have documented in our book Contemplative Mysticism.

10



IHOP’s worship is also about spiritual warfare. IHOP
worship leader Laura Hackett describes their belief in the
Word-Faith heresy of positive confession:

“When we confess with our mouth, it has authority in
the spirit realm, it has authority over our own hearts. So
when we proclaim truth with music, it exponentially
grows in power because music has given us this
medium to touch our hearts and emotions in a way that
nothing else can” (Tony Cummings, “Laura Hackett:
The Kansas City IHOP worship leader with a much
praised album,” Nov. 23, 2014, crossrhythms.co.uk).

Thus, IHOP believes that by proclaiming things, they are
creating things “in the spirit realm.” They are convinced that
they will literally direct God’s judgments on earth during the
tribulation.
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Prophetic Music

Contemporary music is at the heart and soul of the
heretical “end-time miracle revival” movement represented
by IHOP.

I am convinced that if you could remove the music, the
movement would die. They worship to rock music, pray to
rock music, prophesy to rock music, speak in “tongues” to it,
fall on the floor to it, drink their coffee to it. They are
addicted to sensual music.

The rock music is used to deliver a heretical message of the
“end-time prophetic miracle revival.”

IHOP is a major publisher of this type of music through its
Forerunner Music label. They publish albums by their
worship leaders, such as Misty Edwards, Laura Hackett, and
Jaye Thomas. IHOP also publishes selections from the 24/7
prayer services, which is the music that is used to create the
mystical atmosphere in which people “encounter God.” Some
of Forerunner Music’s albums have been nominated for
Dove awards.

Integrity Music, which owns Hosanna Music, has been one
of the major channels for the spread of the end-time
prophetic spirit.

Integrity rose out of the “Jesus People” movement, and the
music it distributes to 117 countries is of the most radical
charismatic flavor.

Integrity recorded an album at the Brownsville Assembly
of God in Pensacola, Florida, where a strange charismatic
“revival” broke out in 1995. Don Moen, who was “creative
director” for Integrity at the time, described the power of the
music recorded at Brownsville:

“... SOMETHING IS IMPARTED WHEN YOU
LISTEN TO THIS TAPE. I don’t want it to sound
spooky or mysterious, but there’s something powerful
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about embracing the music of the revival. The fire of the
revival can stir in you even as you listen to the songs
that took place at the Brownsville revival” (“Don Moen
Discusses Music at Brownsville Assembly,” Pentecostal
Evangel, November 10, 1996).

The “revival” to which Moen refers is a “revival” in which
people become drunk and stagger about and fall down and
are unable to perform the most basic functions of life. John
Kilpatrick, the senior pastor at Brownsville during the alleged
revival, testified that it took him a half hour just to put on his
socks when he was drunk with the Brownsville revival spirit.
He lay on the church platform for as long as four hours,
unable to get up and unable to exercise his responsibilities as
a pastor. His wife was unable to cook or clean the house.

Whatever this “revival” is, it is not Bible based, and
whatever spirit this is, it is not the Spirit of Truth, yet Moen
testifies that this spirit can be imparted through the music.

Integrity also publishes music by “prophet musician”
Kevin Prosch who is closely associated with “apostle” Rick
Joyner of Morningstar ministries. Joyner promotes the Latter
Rain Manifest Sons of God heresy, which anticipates a revival
of end-time miracles whereby chosen believers will usher in
the return of Christ. It is also called Joel’s Army,
Dominionism, the New Breed, and Kingdom Now. In his
books The Harvest and Mobilizing the Army of God, Joyner
claims that a great company of prophets and apostles will be
raised up with the spirit of Phineas to take rule; the
appearances of angels will be common; the Lord Himself will
appear to councils of apostles; miracles will exceed the most
spectacular ones recorded in Scripture, with the “anointed
ones” not only walking on water but also “walking on air.”
All of this will supposedly occur before the return of Christ.

Kevin Prosch is right in the middle of this dangerous
heresy with his “prophetic” contemporary praise music. A
Bible believer will discern immediately that the spirit that
empowers this “praise” is “another spirit” (2 Cor. 11:3-4) and
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is not the Spirit of the Lord. (See “Kevin Prosch” in the
Directory of Contemporary Worship Musicians,” available as
a free eBook from www.wavyoflife.org.)

Integrity’s Hosanna worship albums include songs of other
key churches that have been captured by the strange and very
dangerous end-time revival movement. Another one of these
is Hillsong and Hills Christian Life Center of Sydney,
Australia. Hosanna published an album entitled Shout to the
Lord which was recorded at this church. The title song has
become hugely influential, being sung even in fundamental
Baptist churches. The worship leader at Hills Christian Life
Centre at that time was Darlene Zschech, a Pentecostal
pastor.

The Hillsong album promotes the heretical latter rain
theology.

“I believe the promise about the visions and the dreams/
That the Holy Spirit will be poured out/ And His power
will be seen/ Well the time is now/ The place is here/
And His people have come in faith/ There’s a mighty
sound/ And a touch of fire/ When we’ve gathered in
one place” (“I Believe the Presence” from Shout to the
Lord).

Integrity’s Hosanna publishes songs by Robert Gay, who
records music from alleged prophecies. Gay claims that the
Holy Spirit gives him visions for his songs. He is connected
with “apostle” Bill Hamon’s Christian International Network
of supposed prophetic ministries. Hamon says, “I refuse to be
boxed in” (“Battle of the Brides,” New Life Church, Nov. 13,
1997). He doesn’t want to be tested by God’s Word.

The spirit of “prophetic music,” which is the spirit of
“slaying” and drunkenness and shaking and gibberish
tongues and false prophecies and bogus healings and women
preachers and “non-judgmentalism,” is the spirit that
permeates the entire contemporary worship music field.
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Not only is it the spirit of IHOP, but also of Hillsong,
Christ for the Nations, David Ruis, Tim Hughes, Paul
Baloche, Graham Kendrick, Kevin Prosch, the Vineyard,
Worship Central, Planet Shakers, New Life, etc.

It is also the spirit of all of the contemporary Christian
musicians who associate with such people and who do not
denounce their heresies, such as the Gettys, who are
considered “conservative,” but who join hands with
charismatic heretics in the fold of Integrity Music.
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Romantic Worship

A major emphasis in IHOP’s worship is to gain intimacy
with God. It is spiritual romance. It is a romantic encounter
with God.

Misty Edwards, one of the prominent IHOP worship
leaders, says that she appreciates Kevin Prosch because of the
romantic intimacy of his worship songs. (Prosch must be a
very romantic man, as he has had two wives and has
committed multiple adulteries.)

On her 2014 album, Misty Edwards sings Prosch’s “The
Gift” because, she says, it describes “the joy of being
lovesick.” Consider the lyrics:

“You are the Bridegroom/ take us in Your arms./ ... It’s
the joy of being love sick/ The pleasures of loving
You/ ... The aching longing to see You face to face/ ... So
spread Your blanket of love over Your love sick ones/
Let love flow now/ The Spirit and the Bride say come/
Comfort Your love sick ones/ Let love flow now.”

The emotionalism of this approach is doubtless one reason
why women are often at the forefront of contemporary
worship.

Of this song and of IHOP’s mystical worship in general,
Misty Edwards says:

“It’s a gift that pulls us into TRANSCENDENCE AND
PULLS US INTO THE ETERNAL and immortal ... As
broken and messed up as we are, the way that He feels
about us when we reach out to Him, longing for Him,
moves Him deeply. I think about how we move His
heart, He responds, and then we are moved, and we
respond. There’s a back and forth relationship that we
have with Jesus, that we move Him in our brokenness
and our weakness” (““The Gift' by Misty Edwards,”
NewReleaseTuesday.com, Nov. 18, 2014).
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She is saying that contemporary worship can transcend
this present life and bring the worshiper into a sensual
experience with God. She describes the believer’s relationship
with God in terms of human romance.

Other examples of “Romantic Worship”

Charismatics are not the first to engage in this type of
thing.

It dates back to the erotic “bride mysticism” of Rome’s
dark monasticism, with some Catholic visionaries believing
they were married to Jesus.

During the Holiness/Higher Life movement of the turn of
the 20th century, there was a heresy known as “erotic bride
mysticism or “erotic baptism” whereby the baptism of the
Spirit was expected to be accompanied by sexual thrills
caused by the union of the believer with Christ as the
“Heavenly Bridegroom.” The Song of Solomon was used as
the biblical justification.

Holiness preacher Robert Smith, husband of Hannah
Whithall Smith, author of The Christian’s Secret of a Happy
Life, taught this heresy and influenced many within the
Holiness movement. The doctrine was taught at conferences
at Oxford and Brighton which led to the formation of the
Keswick movement.

The result, as anyone of common sense would expect, was
a plague of immorality. Robert Smith himself was a multiple
adulterer.

Barbara Strachey in her book Religious Fanaticism
described many examples of this type of thing.

Following is an example:

“[Another] young woman ... had been seeking the
Baptism of the Spirit as a result of the fervent preaching
of a Methodist minister in the town where she lived,
and had found great spiritual help from her
conversations with him. They found, she said, that
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when they were together they seemed to feel an especial
nearness to the Lord, and the closer they sat together
the more they felt it. They constantly, when in one
another’s company, had wonderful waves of divine
thrills going through them, especially when there was
any personal contact, which thrills the preacher told her
were the conscious Baptism of the Holy Spirit for which
she was seeking. Of course, if this was the case, the more
of these waves of delicious thrills they had the more
truly filled with the Spirit they were, and they had
consequently sought every opportunity of being
together, and had encouraged a closer and closer
personal contact, never dreaming of evil, until at last
she found herself in the midst of a criminal connection
with the preacher who was already a married
man” (Religious Fanaticism, pp. 196, 197).

More recently, independent Baptist pastor Jack Schaap
likened the Lord’s Supper to sexual union.

“When a person takes the bread during the Lord’s
Supper he is not actually eating Christ’s body. That
person is saying, This element represents something.
The person who deeply loves Christ understands that
when he receives Christ as Saviour it is a spiritual
intercourse. ... Nothing symbolizes more of what God
has with the believer like romantic, intimate, physical
intimacies between husband and wife. The wife receives
her husband’s body. Ephesians 5:23 says that the
husband is Christ in the home. When a wife receives
her husband’s body, she is saying, ‘T just want to remind
You, Christ, that I am receiving You™ (Schaap,
Marriage: The Divine Intimacy, pp. 42, 43).

It should not be surprising that Schaap is currently in
prison for committing adultery with a teenage member of his
church.

The Error of “Romantic Worship”
What is wrong with charismatic “romantic worship™?
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1. It brings God down to a human level and deals with
Him in human terms.

Consider Misty Edwards’ song “Ezekiel 1,” in which she
describes God on the throne in Ezekiel’'s vision and then
repeatedly sings, “Come near, O Burning One.” As she sings
this, she beckons with her hand as to a lover.

Imagine Ezekiel responding to the awesome vision like
that? This was most definitely not Ezekiel’s response to the
vision of Almighty God. Nor was it Isaiah’s (Isaiah 6:1-5) or
Paul’s (Acts 9:3-6) or John’s (Revelation 1:17).

In “romantic worship” the sense of the fear of God is lost.
He is just a divine lover, and that is never how the Bible
depicts God.

Even in eternity, in the New Jerusalem, there will remain a
vast barrier between God and His people.

“And there shall be no more curse: but the throne of
God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants
shall serve him” (Revelation 22:3).

2. The contemporary worship atmosphere apes the
sensuality of rock & roll lover songs.

Contemporary musicians create the very same atmosphere
that has been beloved by rock & rollers for decades because
of the powerful feelings it creates. There are the sensual rock
rhythms that move the body in sexual ways. There are the
unresolving chord sequences that create a sensual, trance-like
environment. There are the sensual vocalization styles, the
darkened building, the spotlights on the singers and
musicians, the sensual dress and movement of the singers.

Contemporary worship is exactly the same, except the
words are directed to God and Christ.

In fact, oftentimes it isn’t clear to whom the lyrics are
directed. The ambiguity lends itself to multiple applications,
which is how many CCM artists have achieved “crossover”
success with “worship” songs.
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Consider “Song of Solomon” by Misty Edwards.

http://www.musictory.com/music/Misty+Edwards/Pour
+My+Love+On+You

(The video is titled “Pour My Love on You,” but there are
actually three songs on the video and the first one is “Song of
Solomon.”)

A pastor friend observed, “We get no indication that this
ballad is about God until about 14 minutes into it. And that
was in a single, very quick, easily missed reference to Him.”

Edwards sings the following words in soft rock ballad style:

“When I feel the cold of winter and this cloak of
sadness, I need you. All the evil things that shake me, all
the words that break me, I need you. Over the
mountains and down by the sea, you'll come running,
my love to me. Do not hide me from your presence, pull
me from these shadows, I need you. Beauty, wrap your
arms around me, sing your song of kindness, I need

»

you.

She carries on like this for 17 minutes, singing in a
moaning, cracking, trembling “rock chick” voice with
interludes of emotional “scooping and sliding” without any
words. A musician friend remarked, “The ‘Marilyn Monroe’
breathy tones are sensual, along with the facial expressions
and body language.”

In “Do You Know the Way You Move Me,” Misty
Edwards sings a song as if God were saying the following
words to the individuals in the congregation:

“Do you know how you caught my eye, in the secret
place where you choose to be mine? I saw you there,
longing to be mine. Even in the night time I saw you
reaching out to me.”

Kevin Prosch, whose worship songs are praised by Misty
Edwards, has taken this so far as to sing the Beatles” “I Want
to Hold Your Hand” as if God were singing it to the
congregation! This was at the 1996 Heart of David
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Conference on Worship & Warfare, sponsored by “prophet’
Rick Joyner’s Morning Star ministries. They even claim that
when they sang the Beatles’ song, God signaled His pleasure
with miraculous signs.

Prosch also sings the Wailers’ very sensual rock song “Stir
It Up” as if the Lord were singing it to His people.

A pastor friend observes, “I can understand where they are
coming from ONLY if I confuse the love for Christ with a
man-centered, romantic or erotic love. They are not the same
thing and are not interchangeable. This reminds me of how
the Church of Rome tries to humanize the love of God
through the use of the Virgin Mary, to put it in terms that
man can understand.”

To ape the world is to be worldly. It is to love the world.

“Romantic worship” is nothing more than worldliness
perpetrated by people who are truly drunk on rock music
and who have confused their own feelings with the blessing
of God.

Fervent sincerity and passionate romantic emotionalism
do not sanctify something that is unscriptural. David was
sincere when he had the ark of the covenant placed on a cart
for transportation to Jerusalem, and Uzza was sincere when
he reached out that day to steady the ark, but God struck him
down (1 Ch. 13:7-11). It seemed to be a reasonable action,
and even David was offended at God that day, but God did
not accept Israel’s sincere, enthusiastic, but unscriptural
worship. Only when they took the ark off of the cart and put
it on the shoulders of the divinely-appointed Levites did God
accept them. On both occasions, the people were fervently
worshipful (1 Ch. 13:8; 15:28), but only when they obeyed the
Scripture was God pleased.

3. There is no biblical justification for “romantic
worship.”

While the Bible does describe the church’s relationship
with Christ in terms of a bride and bridegroom in Ephesians
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5, and while there is an application of the Song of Solomon to
the believer’s relationship with God, we must be careful
about introducing human romance into the worship of God.

The bottom line is that the blatant romanticism of
contemporary worship is not how the Bible describes the
worship of the resurrected Christ.

We don’t see this type of thing in the Psalms, which is the
divinely-inspired worship book.

We don’t see this type of thing in the New Testament
epistles.

We don’t see this type of thing in Christ’s post-
resurrection appearances in Matthew 28 or Acts 1 or
Revelation 1 or Revelation 4-5.

It is therefore presumptuous. It goes beyond biblical
authority and example. It is unscriptural.

A pastor friend observed, “Jesus Himself never behaved
inappropriately towards women while He was on the earth,
and it certainly tears down His high and holy character for
people to think that He would condone the practice of
women singing to Him like this now.”

“Romantic worship” fits the emotionalism and experience-
orientation of contemporary worship, and it is suited
perfectly to the vehicle of rock & roll. But it isn’t Scriptural
and must therefore be rejected.

Anything that is unscriptural is both wrong and spiritually
dangerous.

4. Any “romantic” relationship between the believer and
the Lord is a private matter.

A pastor friend made the following important observation
about “romantic worship”™:

“It seems clear that the Song of Solomon represents
individuals in a relationship. If it is an example to
believers, it should be confined to our personal
relationship with God through Christ. If done

22



corporately, we would call that a sexual orgy. No true
believer would want to be a part of the intimate lives of
all the other people in their congregation on a physical
level, and neither should we be involved with them to
that level of intimacy on a spiritual level. This song
[Misty Edwards’ ‘Song of Solomon’] invites us all into
the most intimate levels of experience this woman has
with God. Yet, it combines those feelings with a
physical medium that confuses all who hear it and
invites us into her moaning and groaning on an
intimate physical level also. Those physical expressions
are sacred and should be reserved for her husband.”

»

Other comments on contemporary “romantic worship.

“While we all need to be grateful to God that He even
offered salvation to wretched sinners like us, gratitude is
not a license to abandon all self-control to the dictates
of our flesh and carry on like some worldly, starry-eyed
teenager. The words to the songs may have some
resemblance to the Song of Solomon, but the
performance is a classic, well-practiced, choreographed,
Pentecostal/Charismatic ‘worship’ service like nothing
Solomon ever saw or imagined--and certainly like
nothing God ever intended for His words to be used
for.”

‘When Song of Solomon was written, I doubt it was
performed on a public stage in a rock concert,
accompanied by the best looking girls in tight jeans, and
I don’t think Solomon would have had amplified, flesh-
arousing instruments, which he and his band played for
over 45 minutes, with the purpose of ‘calling down’ and
‘experiencing the presence’ of the ‘holy spirit’; and
manipulating an emotional response from the
participating ‘worshippers.”

5. Charismatic “romantic worship” is not based on
Scripture rightly divided. It is based on “prophecies.”
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As we have seen, charismatic “romantic worship” is not
based on Scripture. Where does it come from, then?
Prophecies!

The following is excerpted from a report published in
Rolling Stone magazine:

“One July day in 1988, Mike Bickle was sitting in his
office, reading a wedding card inscribed with a verse
from the Song of Solomon. ‘Jesus, seal my heart with
your seal of love,” Bickle spontaneously prayed.
Unaccountably, he began to weep. The phone rang. A
prophet had heard the ‘audible voice of the Lord’ for
Bickle: The Song of Solomon, a dialogue between King
Solomon and his beloved, should become a focus of
Bickle’s ministry. It eventually came to Bickle that true
believers must see Jesus ‘through the eyes of a bride
with loyal, devoted love’--they must ‘feel loved and in
love’ with Christ. Without this intimacy in worship,
Christ would not return to earth. ...

“IHOP’s website states that one of its prayer guides,
Bridal Intercession, ‘presents prayer as the joyful and
romantic communion between the lover and his

beloved.... Readers will find themselves...eager to
encounter this lovely Lord who is their bridegroom.” ...

“Across the IHOP complex, in cafeterias, hallways and
the prayer room, music composed to enhance the
ecstatic experience is omnipresent, according to an ex-
member. Among the lyrics to two popular songs: ‘God
is a lover looking for a lover/So he fashioned me and

‘Do you understand what you do to me?... How you
ravish my heart with just one glance? Some former
IHOPers have talked of being addicted to it--they
become nervous and irritable when they turn it off.
Another THOPer has written about addiction to the
sedative atmosphere of the prayer room itself: ‘A
common refrain around anxious, discouraged IHOPers
is, I just gotta get to the prayer room’ (Jeft Tietz, “Love
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and Death in the House of Prayer,” Rolling Stone, Jan.
21,2014).

The “romantic worship” is simply another heresy that was
imparted to this movement by fallen angels masquerading as
angels of light.

6. Charismatic worship is plagued by immorality.

When the Christian’s love for Christ is romanticized and
the Song of Solomon has been spiritualized, this is often
closely associated with sexual immorality. This was the case
with the “erotic baptism” taught by Holiness preachers such
as Hannah Whithall Smith’s husband.

It should not be surprising that the charismatic worship
movement is permeated with immorality. The sensuality of
the modern worship environment is a recipe for immorality.

Some of the prominent Contemporary Christian Music
artists who have committed adultery and/or been divorced
and remarried are Steve Archer, Steve Camp, Bob Carlisle,
Ralph Carmichael, Gary Chapman, Ja’Marc Davis of Raze,
Eddie Degarmo, Michael English, Ryan Gingerich, Amy
Grant, Stacy Jones of the rap group Grits, Ray Boltz, Dana
Key, Bob Larson, Mylon LeFevre, Nikki Leonti, Sandi Patty
(who admitted to committing adultery with at least two men
and who left her husband for one of her backup singers),
Kevin Prosch, John Michael Talbot, Randy Thomas, Greg
Volz of Petra, Sheila Walsh, Jaci Velasquez, Wayne Watson,
Deniece Williams, Larry Norman, Randy Stonehill, Tom
Howard, Derek Webb and Sandra McCracken and members
of the disbanded Barnabas.

This is not surprising in light of the fact that rock & roll
has always been associated with sexuality. The music itself is
very sensual, affecting the body in sexual ways as many
secular rockers have acknowledged.

“Everyone takes it for granted that rock and roll is
synonymous with sex” (Chris Stein, Blondie, People,
May 21, 1979).
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“Rock music is sex. The big beat matches the body’s
rhythms” (Frank Zappa of the Mothers of Invention,
Life, June 28, 1968).

“The sex is definitely in the music, and sex is in all
aspects of the music” (Luke Campbell of 2 Live Crew).

“Rock ‘n’ roll is 99% sex” (John Oates of Hall & Oates,
Circus, Jan. 31, 1976).

“Perhaps my music is sexy ... but what music with a big
beat isn’t?” (Jimi Hendrix, Henderson, cited from his
biography ‘Scuse Me While I Kiss the Sky, p. 117).

“Rock ‘n’ roll is sex. Real rock ‘n’ roll isn’t based on
cerebral thoughts. It’s based on one’s lower
nature” (Paul Stanley of KISS, cited from The Role of
Rock, p. 44).

“That’s what rock is all about—sex with a 100
megaton bomb, THE BEAT!” (Gene Simmons of Kiss,
Entertainment Tonight, ABC, Dec. 10, 1987).

“Rock ‘n’ roll is all sex. One hundred percent
sex’ (Debbie Harry of Blondie, cited by Carl Belz,
“Television Shows and Rock Music,” The Age of
Communication, Goodyear Publishing Company, 1974,
p. 398).

“We respond to the materiality of rock’s sounds, and
the rock experience is essentially erotic” (Simon Frith,
Sound Effects, New York: Pantheon Books, 1981, p.
164).

To think that one can Christianize this type of music and

offer it as an acceptable form of worship to a holy God is

insanity.

Further, the elements of contemporary worship create a

broad field for sexual temptations.

Dan Lucarini, a former contemporary worship leader,
describes this in Why I Left the Contemporary Christian
Music Movement: Confessions of a Former Worship Leader. In
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fact, the sexual element was one of the reasons why he turned
away from that movement.

“... to preserve my marriage and to be faithful to God in
all things, I needed to separate from the temptations
that were ever-present in the CCM setting: the ego
gratification and attraction to the female members of
the worship team” (Why I Left the Contemporary
Christian Music Movement, 2002, p. 34).

“When we brought rock music (and all its musical
cousins) into the church service, we invited along with
it a spirit of immorality with which that music is
unavoidably associated. It wasn’t obvious at first. We
didn’t use hard rock; instead we used more acceptable,
watered-down forms of it: soft rock, pop/rock, country
rock and easy listening jazz styles. These styles
supported the warm and fuzzy, falling-in-love-with-
God feelings we wanted to have in worship. They were
less edgy but still contained the underlying rock beat
that undeniably appeals to our flesh and reminds us of
the world’s favourite music. Despite all our efforts to
restrain this musical beast, the saints of God are being
seduced by CCM styles. These styles are capable of
corrupting the morals of any Christian, no matter how
strong they think they are” (Lucarini, p. 42).

“Like other Contemporaries, I was blind to the subtle
sexual influences creeping into my worship teams and
unwilling to admit that my worship music could
possibly be tainted by sex” (Lucarini, p. 69).

“When you combine the sensual dancing with the
immodest dress of the women on the platform [in the
praise teams], you place a very large stumbling block in
front of the men of the congregation” (Lucarini, p. 71).

“Does your worship team mix single or divorced men
and women together with those who are married? That
is an open door for sexual immorality. If you put hot-
blooded males and females into a passionate rock music
group, there will be strong temptation for sexual sins.
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CCM styles facilitate an atmosphere where a female’s
innate desire to have emotional intimacy with a man
can easily be achieved. The problem is, most of the time
that man is not her husband. This leads to something
called emotional adultery, a problem that can later lead
to physical adultery” (Lucarini, p. 71)

“... we use CCM to create this atmosphere. We dim the
lights, we design the music to move people where we
want to take them and we create the special mood, the
right atmosphere. What is wrong with this? It is exactly
what the world does to create sexual intimacy. Secular
musicians use the same music styles and environmental
methods to draw people into sexual intimacy with
them. It is all about bringing sensuality into the public
forum and breaking down all of our sexual
inhibitions” (Lucarini, p. 72).

“CCM is stuck with this stigma of immorality, because
the music styles carry with them the baggage of the
world’s immorality. It does not matter if you change the
lyrics. It does not matter if you change the musicians. It
does not matter if you change the record labels. It does
not matter if you ask God to sanctify it. Rock music and
all its children, and by association CCM, can and will
corrupt the morals of everyone who practises
it” (Lucarini, p. 73).

“The CCM artists became role models for different
kinds of immorality: indecent dress, rebellious images,
improper crushes on married men by young girls,
lustful interest in sexy females by adolescent
males” (Lucarini, p. 117).

This is a very loud warning to saints who want to remain
morally pure, and it is a warning that very few have been
willing to admit.
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A Bridge to Rome

Mindless mysticism permeates the IHOP movement. It is
reflected in the music, as we have seen, and it is reflected in
its acceptance of Roman Catholic contemplative mysticism
which encourages an “encounter” with God through
practices such as the repetitious Jesus prayer, visualizing
prayer, breath prayer, and centering prayer. These practices
were developed by Roman Catholic “saints” such as Ignatius
Loyola and Teresa of Avila in the terrible spiritual darkness
of Catholic monasticism.

IHOPKS’s bookstore next door to its 24/7 prayer room
contains dozens of titles promoting contemplative prayer. I
saw these on a visit in October 2014. The following titles are
by Roman Catholics:

Dark Night of the Soul by St. John of the Cross
The Collected Works of St. John of the Cross
Ascent of Mount Carmel by St. John of the Cross
The Essential Writings of St. John of the Cross
Interior Castle by St. Teresa of Avila

The Way of Perfection by St. Teresa of Avila
Confessions of Saint Augustine

The Practice of the Presence of God by Brother Lawrence
Life of the Beloved by Henri Nouwen

The Way of the Heart by Henri Nouwen

Out of Solitude by Henri Nouwen

The Wisdom of the Desert Fathers and Mothers
Treatise on the Love of God by St. Francis de Sales
Introduction to the Devout Life by St. Francis de Sales
Imitation of Christ by Thomas a Kempis

Fire Within by Thomas Dubay

Deep Conversion Prayer by Thomas Dubay

The Evidential Power of Beauty by Thomas Dubay
On Contemplating God by William of St. Thierry
Engagement with God by Hans Urs von Balthasar
Mpysterium Paschale by Hans Urs von Balthasar

29



Talks on the Song of Solomon by Bernard of Clairvaux
The Little Way of St. Teresa of Lisieux
The Praktikos Chapters on Prayer

IHOP’s bookstore also features multiple books by
contemplative Quaker guru Richard Foster

Mike Bickle has been teaching contemplative prayer since
the early 1980s. A couple who joined the Kansas City
Fellowship when it was formed testified of this as follows:

“We were part of the original church that Mike Bickle
started in the early 80’s called Kansas City Fellowship.
In fact, when Mike first arrived in Kansas City, he spoke
at a woman’s Bible study that I was attending at the
time. It was the first time I had heard contemplative
prayer taught. I was so intrigued by his teaching, I made
it a point to attend his soon-to-be new church” (“Mike
Bickle: The White Horse Prophecy,”
BeyondGrace.blogspot.com, Aug. 24, 2011).

The mindless nature of this mysticism is illustrated by The
Cloud of Unknowing, another of the books that can be
purchased at IHOP’s bookstore. This Roman Catholic book
encourages the use of a mantra to drive away conscious
thoughts with the objective of entering into an experiential
communion with God in “the nothingness.” This is
Christianized Hinduism, and it is most dangerous.

The Cloud of Unknowing says:

“... DISMISS EVERY CLEVER OR SUBTLE
THOUGHT no matter how holy or valuable. Cover it
over with a thick cloud of forgetting because in this life
only love can touch God as he is in himself, never
knowledge” (chapter 8, pp. 59, 60).

“Focus your attention on a simple word such as sin or
God .. and WITHOUT THE INTERVENTION OF
ANALYTICAL THOUGHT allow yourself to
experience directly the reality it signifies” (chapter 36, p.
94).
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“For in this darkness we experience an intuitive
understanding of everything material and spiritual
WITHOUT GIVING SPECIAL ATTENTION TO
ANYTHING IN PARTICULAR?” (chapter 68).

Richard Foster, whose books are promoted by IHOP, says
repetitious prayers such as breath prayers “BIND THE
MIND?” (Prayer: Finding the Heart’s True Home, p. 124).

This is not biblical meditation; it is blind mysticism. It is a
dangerous recipe for demonic delusion. We must seek God
through faith, and faith comes only by the Scripture, not by a
mindless encounter with God beyond Scripture and even
beyond thought.

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Romans 10:17).

In biblical meditation, the mind is always in gear.

In biblical meditation, silence refers simply to a quiet place
in which the soul can effectively seek the Lord. In Scripture,
this is called seeking the Lord (Psalm 105:3; Isaiah 55:6),
waiting on the Lord (Psalm 69:6), meditating on the Lord
(Psalm 104:34), meditating on God’s Word (Psalm 1:2).

In these days when most of us use computers and smart
phones and our waking hours are filled to the brim with
distracting busyness, it is important to have daily periods of
silence for spiritual devotion. During these times, we don’t sit
with an empty mind and DO NOTHING; rather we open the
Bible and read and study and meditate on its teaching, and
we pray IN WORDS to God the Father through Jesus Christ
by the wisdom and direction of the Holy Spirit.

The Bible repeatedly warns the believer to be “sober.”

“Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch
and BE SOBER” (1 Th. 5:6).

“That the aged men BE SOBER, grave, temperate,
sound in faith, in charity, in patience” (Tit. 2:2).
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“That they may teach the young women to BE SOBER,
to love their husbands, to love their children” (Tit. 2:4).

“Young men likewise exhort to BE SOBER
MINDED” (Tit. 2:6).

“Wherefore gird up the loins of your mind, BE SOBER,
and hope to the end for the grace that is to be brought
unto you at the revelation of Jesus Christ” (1 Pet. 1:13).

“But the end of all things is at hand: BE YE
THEREFORE SOBER, and watch unto prayer” (1 Pet.
4:7).

“BE SOBER, be vigilant; because your adversary the
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he
may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).

To be sober minded is to be in control of one’s mind; it is
the opposite of being drunken or controlled by a foreign
influence. It is to be vigilant, to be on guard against spiritual
danger. It is the very opposite of the charismatic principle of
“opening up,” “letting go,” of a passive submission to “the
spirit.” It is the opposite of a trance. It is the opposite of being
under a hypnotic spell. It is the opposite of putting one’s
mind “in neutral.”

The Bible warns that demons transform themselves into
angels of light (2 Cor. 11:13-15). They are waiting to deceive
those who go beyond the bounds of biblical protection.

Yet “THE silence” of contemplative prayer refers to
pursuing God beyond the Bible, beyond thinking. It refers to
putting aside thoughts through mechanisms such as mantras.
It is passive.

It is promoted by many evangelical leaders today,
including Richard Foster, Dallas Willard, Rick Warren, Bill
Hybels, Chuck Swindoll, David Jeremiah, Beth Moore, Mark
Driscoll, Max Lucado, Leighton Ford, Ed Young, Gary
Thomas, Philip Yancy, Lee Strobel, and Charles Stanley. (See
“Evangelicals Turning to Roman Catholic Contemplative
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Spirituality” by using the search engine at
www.wayoflife.org.)

Harry Plantinga, director of Christian Classics Ethereal
Library (CCEL), describes contemplative prayer as follows:

“As I was growing up, my church experience seemed
somewhat heady to me--concerned more about correct
belief than about actually loving God. Whether or not
that was a correct perception, I wanted more. I wanted
not just to know about God, I wanted to know God ...
Christian mysticism addresses that longing of the
heart. ... Webster defines mysticism as ‘the doctrine that
it is possible to achieve communion with God through
contemplation and love WITHOUT THE MEDIUM
OF HUMAN REASON" (CCEL Times, April 1, 2008).

This is not biblical meditation; it is not sober mindedness.
It is a dangerous recipe for demonic delusion. We must seek
God through faith, and faith comes only by God’s Word.

“But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he
that cometh to God must believe that he is, and that he
is a rewarder of them that diligently seek
him” (Hebrews 11:6).

“So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the
word of God” (Romans 10:17).

If we try to know and “experience” God beyond the pages
of Scripture, beyond the teaching of the Bible, beyond
thought, we are walking in disobedience and unbelief and are
setting ourselves up for spiritual deception from the hands of
the one who appears as an angel of light (2 Corinthians
11:14).

Contemplative practices, such as the Jesus Prayer,
visualizing prayer, breath prayer, and centering prayer are
exceedingly dangerous. Many who practice these things end
up believing in a pagan concept of God such as pantheism
(God is everything) and panentheism (God is in everything)
and universalism (all people are God’s children). Through
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these practices, people typically become increasingly
ecumenical and interfaith in thinking.

Consider the late Catholic monk Thomas Merton, one of
the most influential contemplative writers. He stumbled
along in darkness from Mary veneration to Buddhism, finally
describing his condition in these frightful words: “In the end
the contemplative suffers the anguish of realizing that he no
longer knows what God is” (Merton, The New Seeds of
Contemplation).

Merton’s delusion led him to the shores of Sri Lanka to
worship before ancient Buddhist statues, where he testified
that he had the most powerful mystical experience of his life.
He died not long afterward when he was electrocuted by a
faulty fan in a hotel room in Bangkok, Thailand.

Yet this man’s writings are highly acclaimed and widely
recommended by evangelical contemplative practitioners,
including Richard Foster.

One does not have to choose between knowing about God
and knowing God personally. GOD IS KNOWN IN CHRIST
THROUGH HIS WORD. The study of the Bible is not an end
in itself and should never be a mere dry intellectual exercise;
it is the means whereby we know God, and this is something
we should grow in year by year, and we can grow in year by
year if we don’t lose our first love.

“But his delight is in the law of the LORD; and in his
law doth he meditate day and night” (Psalm 1:2).

“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and
precious promises: that by these ye might be partakers
of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that
is in the world through lust” (2 Peter 1:4).

(For more about contemplative prayer see Contemplative
Mpysticism: A Powerful Ecumenical Bond, available in print
and eBook editions from Way of Life Literature.)
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The contemporary worship music and the contemplative
prayer are bridges from IHOP to the Roman Catholic
Church.

This explains why Mike Bickle was willing to join in
fellowship with 15,000 Roman Catholics at Indianapolis "90. I
heard him speak there, and he did not utter a word of
warning about the ecumenical movement that was
represented by that conference or about Rome’s heresies.

This also explains why Bickle hosted a Catholic Track at
IHOP’s Onething Conference in December 2012. It featured
mass, worship music by Catholic musicians Matt Maher and
Audrey Assad, and talks by Catholic apologist Scott Hahn
and others. It was a joint effort by the Diocese of Kansas
City-St. Joseph, the Archdiocese of Kansas City, and the
Franciscan University of Steubenville. Bickle said, “I've
always had a passion for Catholic-Christian unity and
enthusiastically welcome this year’s Catholic Track. We may
have different religious traditions, but we focus on fellowship
and unity and Jesus being glorified in prayer, worship, and
teaching” (Catholic Diocese of Memphis, Nov. 12, 2012).
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Bringing in the Kingdom

IHOP’s contemporary music-driven prayer sessions are
supposed to be the means of experiencing the “presence of
God,” which will ultimately result in the miraculous
empowerment of “the church.”

The revived “end-time church” will prepare the way for
Christ’s return by performing miracles, battling the
Antichrist, and bringing to pass the tribulation judgments
described in the book of Acts. According to IHOP theology,
it will be the church, not Jesus, who will bring these
judgments to pass through prayer and worship. Evil will be
cleansed from the earth through the miracle-working, end-
time church, and then Jesus will return.

IHOP believes that its 24/7 prayers and the prayers of
similar groups will direct God’s judgments upon the earth.

Mike Bickle says:

“We’re not absent for the great tribulation, now listen
carefully, the church causes the great tribulation. What
I mean by that--it’s the church, it’s the praying church
under Jesus’ leadership that’s loosing the judgment in
the great tribulation in the way that Moses stretched
forth his rod and prayed and loosed the judgments
upon Pharaoh. The church in the tribulation is in the
position that Moses was before Pharaoh, but it won’t be
a Pharaoh and Egypt, it'll be the great end time Pharaoh
called the antichrist and the book of Revelation is a
book about the judgments of God on the antichrist
loosed by the praying church. ... Jesus is not coming
until the Body of Christ globally is crying out ‘Come
Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus, Come Lord Jesus, and
they don’t just say, ‘come and forgive me,’ they are
crying out in the understanding of who they are as the
one that is cherished by Jesus in the bridal
identity” (Bob DeWaay, “Mike Bickle and International
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House of Prayer,” Critical Issues Commentary, Jul.-Aug.
2008).

The following quotations from End Times Simplified:
Preparing Your Heart for the Coming Storm by IHOP senior
leader and Bible teacher David Sliker state the movement’s
prophetic theology. This book is published by IHOP’s
Forerunner Publishing, and the foreword is written by Mike
Bickle, who is quoted on the back cover as saying, “I highly
recommend this book.”

“The Church will not impassively look on from a
distance hoping Israel will make it. The Bride will be
like her Bridegroom. The Church will fearlessly enter
into the trial and trouble of Israel and fight for the
nation when no one else will. ... the Lord is going to use
the Church to cause the coming crisis through
anointed preaching with power. The Lord will also use
the Church to solve the coming crisis through
anointed prayer with authority” (Sliker, End Time
Simplified, 2013, pp. 74, 75).

“Though the tribulation will be worse than ever in
history, the Church will do ‘greater works’ than the
ones Jesus performed (John 14:12). ... Even now, she is
being prepared to operate in unprecedented power in
concert with the Holy Spirit. The prepared Bride will
partner with Jesus to loose His judgments on the
nations of the world” (Sliker, End Time Simplified, 2013,
p. 128).

“God’s ‘secret weapon,” an authentic prayer
movement, will be unleashed on the kingdom of
darkness. ... The unveiling of Jesus’ singing, praying
Bride will surprise the nations and dismay the evil one,
Satan” (Sliker, End Time Simplified, 2013, pp. 188, 189).

“God will fundamentally change the expression of
Christianity. The Church is not taken seriously now, but
God will restore the Church to her rightful place. He
will express Himself through His Bride in a way that
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will cause the nations to tremble. ... As the worldwide
prayer movement matures, the Lord also will release
anointing on His people to do the ‘greater works’
promised by Jesus in John 14:12-14. Moses ... Elijah and
Elisha ... the apostles ... The Church’s anointing and
power, however, will exceed that of any period in
history. ... The Church’s power will far exceed, in both
glory and might, the power of the Antichrist and the
False Prophet” (Sliker, End Time Simplified, 2013, pp.
202, 203, 204).

Among other things, this doctrine of the end times
misapplies Israel’s prophecies to the church.

God’s witness on earth during the tribulation is Israel. In
the book of Revelation, the churches are not seen on earth
after chapter three. The seven years of tribulation described
in Revelation 6-18 is the final week of the 70 Week prophecy
in Daniel 9:22-27. It is a prophecy that pertains to Israel, not
to the churches. Daniel was told that the prophecy pertains to
“thy people,” which of course is Israel (Dan. 9:24). The
144,000 who are sealed and who preach the gospel of the
kingdom in the tribulation are Jews of the twelve tribes of
Israel (Rev. 7). The Two Witnesses of Revelation 11 are Jews.
They are associated with the rebuilding of the Jewish temple
(Rev. 11:1-2). They minister in Jerusalem, Israel’s capital. The
church has no such capital, her hope being heavenly, not
earthly (Col. 3:1-4; Phil. 3:17-21). The Two Witnesses are
clothed in sackcloth, typical of Old Testament Israel, not
New Testament believers. Nowhere are the churches seen in
sackcloth. They are told, rather, to “rejoice in the Lord alway:
and again I say, Rejoice” (Phil. 4:4). Further, the Two
Witnesses call down judgment upon their enemies (Rev.
11:5-6), whereas Jesus rebuked his disciples for desiring to do
just this and instructed church-age believers to pray for the
well-being of their enemies, not for their destruction (Lk.
9:54-56; Rom. 12:14, 17-21).
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IHOP believes that God is raising up an army of young
people who will form the end-time empowered “church.” The
army will even be composed of “anointed” children.

Francis Frangipane, who was one of the original “Kansas
City prophets,” says that the “end-time church” will display
the actual glory of God.

“God’s plan is that here on earth, in us, the glory of the
Lord will be revealed! The luminous, radiant light of His
Presence, as it shone from Moses’ face and flooded
Solomon’s temple at its dedication, as it radiated from
Jesus and bathed His disciples on the Mount of
Transfiguration—that light of God’s Presence shall arise
from within us at the end of the age! This same divine
glory shall, in ever-increasing degrees of brightness,
appear upon us in the years prior to the Lord’s actual
second coming” (Frangipane, The Days of His Presence,
1996, pp. 21-22).
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The New Prophets

Central to the alleged end-time miracle revival is the
restoration of prophets to “the church.” Mike Bickle has been
involved in the new prophet movement since the 1980s.

But even during their “heyday” in the 1980s and 1990s, the
“Kansas City prophets” admitted that their prophecies were
often inaccurate (which is an understatement).

Bob Jones (not the Bob Jones who founded Bob Jones
University) was allegedly told that the general level of
prophetic revelation was about 65% accurate at that time.
Some were 10% accurate, while a very few were supposedly
approaching 85% to 95% accuracy. Rick Joyner observed,
“Prophecy is increasing in purity, but there is still a long way
to go for those who walk in this ministry” (“The Unfolding of
a Prophet,” Fulness Magazine, Jan.-Feb. 1990, p. 13).

The “new prophets” claim that this is not a matter of
concern because prophets must grow in their prophetic
ability, ignoring the biblical standard of Deuteronomy.

“And it shall come to pass, that whosoever will not
hearken unto my words which he shall speak in my
name, I will require it of him. But the prophet, which
shall presume to speak a word in my name, which I
have not commanded him to speak, or that shall speak
in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die.
And if thou say in thine heart, How shall we know the
word which the Lord hath not spoken? When a prophet
speaketh in the name of the Lord, IF THE THING
FOLLOW NOT, NOR COME TO PASS, THAT IS THE
THING WHICH THE LORD HATH NOT SPOKEN,
but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: thou
shalt not be afraid of him” (Deut. 18:19-22).

God says that if a prophet’s predictions do not come to
pass, that prophet’s ministry is not of the Lord. The new
charismatic prophets fail this biblical test terribly.
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Mike Bickle’s book Growing in the Prophetic promotes the
heretical notion that prophesies can be wrong. Of the
“prophetic office,” he says, “This doesn’t mean that prophets
are 100 percent infallible, but their words are to be taken
seriously. Unlike the Old Testament ground rules for
prophets, where 100 percent accuracy was required upon the
penalty of death, the New Testament doesn’t require the
same standard of its prophets” (Growing in the Prophetic, p.
41).

The idea that New Testament prophets could be wrong is
refuted by Scripture. There is no biblical example of an
alleged prophet who was wrong in his prophesying yet was
accepted as a prophet of God. We think of Agabus, who
prophesied that Paul would be imprisoned in Jerusalem (Acts
21:10-11). There was nothing ambiguous about his prophecy,
and it was fulfilled exactly as given.

Bob Jones, one of the chiefest of the Kansas City
“prophets,” claimed that God told him that their prophetic
words were only “two-thirds accurate” and “the other third
will be like popping a bullet at the enemy [that] wouldn’t fire;
it was a blank.” God allegedly told him that the reason that
the prophets were not 100% accurate is because if God
released 100% accuracy at this time “the accountability would
be awesome and you’d have so much Ananias and Sapphiras
going on that people couldn’t grow; they’d be too
scared” (Bob Jones, Visions and Revelations, fall 1988).

This is heretical nonsense, and we need no other reason to
reject these men than the fact that they issue “prophecies”
that are inaccurate and twist Scripture to defend the practice.

Some spiritual gifts can be increased, but an apostolic gift
like tongues speaking or prophecy is not a learned
experience. You either have it or you don’t! It is either a
miracle from God, or it is a deception.

IHOP’s prophesying has been filled with grievous errors.
Many of these are related by Pastor Ernie Gruen in
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Documentation of Aberrant Practices and Teachings of
Kansas City Fellowship, 1990.

For example, beginning in 1985, John Paul Jackson and
Bob Jones prophesied that there would be a financial collapse
in 1988.

“We’re gonna see ... half the banks in the United States
shutting their doors. ... 75% of the savings and loans
shutting their doors. .. The dollar is going to
collapse” (John Paul Jackson, Sept. 1985, cited from
Documentation of Aberrant Practices and Teachings of
Kansas City Fellowship, 1990).

“Another thing that will be this year is financial
collapse. ... It [the stock market] will come down to 400
points” (Bob Jones, Feb. 1988, cited from
Documentation of Aberrant Practices and Teachings of
Kansas City Fellowship, 1990).

These things did not happen, not in 1988 and not in any
year since then. The market low in 1988 was 1879.14 and the
year closed at 2168.50, which was higher than it began
(Documentation of Aberrant Practices). There was a recession
in 1990, but the market Jow was 2381.99.

America’s entire economic history has been one of boom
and bust. Since the 1790s, there have been at least 34
economic collapses of various degrees followed by recoveries.
The Dow fell more than 4.5% on eleven occasions between
1945 and 1997. Since the stock market has always been a
roller coaster, it is not difficult to “prophesy” economic
trouble, but the “prophets” were dead wrong in their
predictions about 1988.

Much of the damage of the prophetic movement has been
through “personal prophecies.”

Consider two examples”

“The victims were often the most vulnerable people in
the church--single women, the sick, the very people that
needed the covering and the protection of the church.
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One woman (going through a divorce) was prophesied
to that the Lord would not allow her divorce to become
final and that she would not lose custody of her
daughter. Her divorce became final and she did lose
custody of her daughter. ...

“Right before the Kansas City Fellowship takeover there
was a meeting at Christ Community Fellowship with
John Paul Jackson. All of the church leaders and their
wives were called forward. He had a personal prophecy
for each one of us. He prophesied to me that I had been
having chest pains (I had) and that I would have a
stroke within a year that would cripple me for life if I
didn’t lose a lot of weight. John Paul stated that
permanent damage to my heart had already taken
place. ... We were really upset. We finally came to think
of this ‘prophecy’ as a curse ... I went to a doctor who,
after giving me a complete examination, declared me to
be one of the healthiest fat people he had ever met. The
chest pains were determined to be stress related but not
connected to my heart. There was absolutely no damage
to my heart. It has been almost three years since this
‘prophecy’ was given. I go for a physical every year
before Boy Scout Camp and am always given a clean bill
of health” (Documentation of Aberrant Practices and
Teachings of Kansas City Fellowship, 1990).

Consider that it was long and fervently prophesied in Mike
Bickle’s prayer meetings that his quadriplegic brother would
be healed. (Pat Bickle became a quadriplegic as a teenager via
a football accident.) Following is the testimony of a couple
who were members of Bickle’s church from its inception
until 1990:

“One other important fact that never gets mentioned,
and has since been removed from the history. Mike had
a quadriplegic brother named Pat whom we were close
to. Pat always attended the evening prayer meetings
which we also attended. Keep in mind, the early prayer
movement was very sparse, a far cry from what it looks
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like today. Just a dozen or so faithful regularly attended.
As a result, we got to know one another pretty well.
Well, amongst all the prophecies and promises of the
spirit being poured out on us, there was ALWAYS the
promise that Pat would be healed. So often was that
promise repeated that we spoke of it as a ‘given.” All of
the prophets mentioned it numerous times. In fact, it
was going to be THE EVENT that started the whole ball
rolling. Sadly, Pat passed away a few years ago. More
sadly, however, is how THIS OFTEN-STATED
PROPHECY, AT LEAST HOW PIVOTAL IT WAS,
WAS ERASED FROM THE HISTORY. Now, when
new IHOPers listen to the 18 plus hours of how IHOP
came to be, they won’t know about Pat and that
profound promise that we hoped for in his
healing” (“Mike Bickle: The White Horse Prophecy,”
BeyondGrace.blogspot.com, Aug. 24, 2011).

In a series of interviews with Mike Bickle in 1988, Bob
Jones claimed that God had shown him a prophecy in 1982
which taught that Mike Bickle was the chosen leader of the
end-time prophetic miracle movement, that Jones was
chosen by God to keep the movement on the right course,
and that Pat Bickle’s healing would be a signal of the
beginning of great miracles.

This was called the White Horse Prophecy. Jones allegedly
was shown a vision of a white horse carrying a man lying on
a board and another man walking alongside. Jones was told
to lead the horse into a stream bed in which a trickle of water
flowed and to keep the horse in the center of the stream until
rains came and filled it up. He interpreted this as follows: The
white horse signifies the end-time prophetic movement. Bob
Jones was appointed to keep the prophetic movement on the
right course. Pat Bickle would be healed when the water of
end-time miracles began flowing. Mike Bickle was the
appointed leader of the movement.

Here is Jones’ description of the prophecy in his
conversations with Bickle in 1988:
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“I saw the White Horse and this time they was a man
and that man was laying flat on a board on his back,
and they was another one walking (by his) side and I
couldn't understand it, but it was like one of them was
walking beside of him was one of the men that was
chosen to have a little power ... and he was to be a leader
of this. ... This one, that was at his side, was saying “This
man, he’s not heavy, that 'm bearing, He's my Brother.’

“And that White Horse, some of the main purpose that
the White Horse (corporate purpose) was to begin with,
was to begin to pray for that man, I didn’t know it then,
but to pray for the man that was on that board.

“And the White Horse, I was told to lead the White
Horse into the middle of a dry stream. It was a stream
that centuries ago had water in it, but now it was dry.
And as I led the White Horse right into the middle of
the stream the Spirit of the Lord put water, like a little
trickle, on both sides of it.

“And He said, Tm releasing the spirit of prophecy, to
keep the White Horse in the Middle of the stream, and
that’s your only duty. Just walk along side, hold on with
a gentle reign to keep it in the middle of the stream.
Because, one day the rains will come and the flow will
begin and when it does, the man on the white horse on
the board shall be the one first to touch that
stream” (“Mike Bickle: The White Horse Prophecy,”
BeyondGrace.blogspot.com, Aug. 24, 2011).

Jones also described “rabid dogs” on both sides of the river
barking, which he interpreted to be those who resist the new
prophets and their miracle revival. Every critic of the
movement is considered a persecutor. Another of Bickle’s
“prophets” conveniently prophesied that God did not want

THOP to answer its critics.

“Persecution will be birthed against you and the work
that God has entrusted to your leadership, and the Lord
says you are not to touch it, you are not to answer it;
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you are to leave it in the Lord’s hands, and He will settle
it for you” (Augustine Alcala, quoted from “Mick
Bickle: Inoculation of the Sheep,” Aug. 8, 2011,
beyondgrace.blogspot.com).

Any movement that refuses to listen to “critics” who are
basing their “criticism” on Scriptural rightly divided is a
movement that does not love the truth and that is
condemned to be led astray. The Bible was given for reproof
(2 Tim. 3:16). The New Testament commends scriptural
reproof (Eph. 5:11-13). Biblical preachers are reprovers (2
Tim. 4:2). All things are to be proven (1 Th. 5:21). The
Bereans, who tested everything by Scripture, are not treated
as carnal troublemakers, but as “noble” (Acts 17:11). Paul’s
“criticisms” of Peter (Gal. 2:11-14), Hymenaeus and
Alexander (1 Tim. 1:19-20), Phygellus and Hermogenes (2
Tim. 1:15), Hymenaeus and Philetus (2 Tim. 2:17-18), and
Alexander (2 Tim. 4:14-15) are presented in a positive light
in God’s Word. Proverbs, the book of practical wisdom,
emphasizes that one’s attitude toward reproof is a test of
one’s spiritual condition (Prov. 6:23; 9:7; 10:17; 12:1; 13:18;
15:10, 12, 31-32; 17:10; 29:1).

Returning to the White Horse Prophecy, we note that Bob
Jones said that one of the MAIN DUTIES of the movement
in its early stage was to pray for Pat Bickle.

But Pat, the “man on the board,” died in May 2007 at age
50 after being paralyzed for 33 years, totally discrediting Bob
Jones as a “prophet” and Mike Bickle as the leader of a
miracle movement.

Instead of admitting that the vision was a lie and repenting
of his heresies, Bickle has modified it so that Pat’s death is the
fulfillment. In 2009, Bickle replaced the “Prophetic History”
that is taught to all IHOP students with a new edition. The
title is “Encountering Jesus: Visions, Revelations, and Angelic
Activity from IHOP-KC’s Prophetic History.”

The vision of Pat’s healing was changed to a vision of Pat’s
death!
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“On August 8, 1982, Bob saw a white horse in the
middle of a river bed that had 4 inches of water in it,
with rabid dogs on the sides. Bob saw me and my
brother Pat in the river bed. He stood behind us. Bob
saw that when the Lord ‘raised up Pat,’ then the floods
of the Spirit would follow in God’s timing. The Lord
raised up Pat and took him home to glory when he died
on May 5, 2007” (“Encountering Jesus,” 2009 outline
distributed by Mike Bickle, cited from “Mike Bickle:
The White Horse Prophecy,”
BeyondGrace.blogspot.com, Aug. 24, 2011).

By 2011, Pat Bickle had disappeared from the White Horse
prophecy entirely!

Well does God’s Word reprove those who speak false
things and give people false hopes and lead people astray:

“Thus saith the LORD of hosts, Hearken not unto the
words of the prophets that prophesy unto you: they
make you vain: they speak a vision of their own heart,
and not out of the mouth of the LORD” (Jeremiah
23:16).

“Son of man, prophesy against the prophets of Israel
that prophesy, and say thou unto them that prophesy
out of their own hearts, Hear ye the word of the
LORD?” (Ezekiel 13:2).

Mike Bickle would say that those who critique and reprove
him are “rabid dogs,” but they are actually God’s faithful
watch dogs.

Most of the “prophesies” of these end-time “prophets” are
not clear enough to test, as they are delivered in vague,
ambiguous, parabolic terms.

Mike Bickle says that they speak in “parables and
riddles” (“15 Year Anniversary Honoring Bob Jones,” Sept.
20, 2014, CD, International House of Prayer).

Bickle writes,
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“Jesus often spoke in parables to hide truth so that only
those hungry for God would gain understanding. He
said, ‘T speak to them in parables, because seeing they
do not see, and hearing they do not hear, nor do they
understand’ (Mat. 13:13). In the same way, the Holy
Spirit often speaks to us prophetically in dreams and
visions using parables. Only those who are desperate to
know God’s heart will understand what He is saying.
Therefore, it is important that we be cautious and not
overly confident and dogmatic in giving or receiving
prophecy. ... God purposely gives the information in a
dark saying or parable” (Growing in the Prophetic, pp.
25, 26).

It is true that Jesus spoke in parables to unbelievers at
times to hide the truth, particularly in the parables of the
mystery of the kingdom in Matthew 13, but when He spoke
to believers He plainly interpreted the parables (Mat.
13:18-23).

In the first century, Christ didn’t speak to believers in
riddles or in confusing parables and leave them in a
quandary about the meaning, and He would not do such a
thing today.

By its very nature, a vague prophecy or a riddle or an
ambiguous parable cannot be tested. It can mean anything
and nothing. In contrast to charismatic “parable prophecies,”
when the Bible uses parables and riddles, it interprets them,
either in the immediate context or when Scripture is
compared with Scripture.

Bob Jones

Bob Jones (d. 2014) (again not the Bob Jones who founded
Bob Jones University in South Carolina) is one of the men
that Mike Bickle accepted as a “Level IV prophet.” Bickle
compared this level with “the Old Testament ministries of
men like Samuel and Elijah” (Growing in the Prophetic, p.
42).
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Though Bickle has sometimes privately downplayed Bob
Jones’ role in the founding of the Kansas City Fellowship, he
has exalted Jones publicly in the most fantastic way. For
example, in a May 1989 message entitled “Prophetic
Overview of Kansas City Fellowship History,” Bickle referred
to or quoted Bob Jones 75 times while referring to or quoting
Scripture a mere six times.

Bob Jones claimed countless out-of-body experiences,
visions, angelic visitations, personal tours of heaven led by
Jesus, and face-to-face conversations with God. He said he
had a spirit guide who took him on out-of-body adventures.
His first alleged trip to heaven was at age 13.

On another “trip to heaven,” he supposedly saw “Jesus in
the form of a light who would grab and kiss men and women
and then make them disappear by absorbing them into his
body” (Visions and Revelations, series of five tapes from the
fall of 1988).

(“Visions and Revelations was removed from Bickle’s
catalog in 1990, together with other “prophecies” by Bob
Jones and Paul Cain’s messages, but we have a digitized copy
of Visions and Revisions in our possession.)

Jones saw unsaved people on an escalator to hell which
was “like a cold storage place.”

Jones said that on one occasion Jesus came to him in the
appearance of an angel named Dominus and they sat in
rocking chairs holding hands and looking down on a church
service in progress while they were invisible to the people.

All of this is contrary to Scripture, and if Jones even had
these experiences, they were demonic deceptions. (We deal
with Pentecostal visitations to heaven in the book The
Pentecostal-Charismatic Movements, available from
www.wayoflife.org.)

Jones taught the Manifest Sons of God heresy, claiming
that the sons of God will be glorified and miraculously
empowered before Jesus returns. He prophesied of a “New
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Breed” of prophets that Jesus would raise up and “the
government will be on their shoulders.” He described
evangelists who will heal by means of a “ray of light” that will
emanate out of their hands (Visions and Revelations, Fall
1988).

He said, “They will move into things of the supernatural
that no one has ever moved in before. Every miracle, sign and
wonder that has ever been in the Bible - they’ll move in it
consistently. Every sign and wonder that’s ever been will be
many times in the last days. They themselves will ... put
death itself underneath their feet .. a Church that has
reached the full maturity of the god-man!”

Following is one of Bob Jones’ prophecies about the New
Breed:

“I went and I seen the Lord, and it was like He was
looking at little yellow things--little round, yellow
things like a spirit of God itself. And there were billions
of them. And it was like Him and all the angels were
looking through these and every once in awhile they's
say, ‘Hey, here's an end-time one; get it down here on
the end. Here's another good one.’

“I said, ‘What are you doing?’

“He said, ‘Oh, we're collecting those who are foreknown
and predestinated for the end-times, for you see, they’ll
be the best of all the seed that’s ever been. And we’re
looking through the seeds and this’ll be your grandkids.
This will be the end generation that is foreknown and
predestinated to inherit all things. And these will be like
grandchildren to you--even those that you minister to
won’t be this generation; their children will be. You are
to write into their minds, as they write into the
children’s minds. You’re to bring them to a place to
allow My Spirit to rule in their life where they can begin
to set the Church on the proper foundations, as they
will. They’ll birth the Church, but their children will
attain levels of the Holy Spirit that they will not.
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Although their parents will reign over them and be the
leaders of the last-day church, their children will
possess the Spirit without measure. For they are the best
of all the generations that have ever been upon the face
of the earth. And the best of all generations are those
elected seeds that will glorify Christ in the last days.’

“That’s the purpose so that Jesus in the last days has the
seeds that will glorify Him above any generation that
has ever been upon the face of the earth. They will move
into things of the supernatural that no one has ever
moved in before. Every miracle, sign and wonder that
has ever been in the Bible, theyll move in it
consistently. They’ll move in the power that Christ did.
Every sign and wonder that’s ever been will be many
times in the last days. They themselves will be that
generation that's raised up to put death itself
underneath their feet and to glorify Christ in every way.

“And the Church that is raising up in the government
will be the head and the covering for them. So that that
glorious Church might be revealed in the last days
because the Lord Jesus is worthy to be lifted up by a
Church that has reached the full maturity of the God-
man!” (Bob Jones, Visions and Revelations, 1988).

Jones’ prophecies about children being a major part of the
end-time miracle revival is one reason why IHOPKS has a
ministry to train children to “move in the Spirit.” They are
taught to prophesy, speak in tongues, lay hands on one
another, pray for healing, etc. IHOPKS claims that they have
trained 50,000 children! Imagine the confusion that has been
imparted to these children by this heretical nonsense!

Consider a description of what was happening with the
children at the Kansas City Fellowship in the 1980s:

“The children are indoctrinated to believe that their
specific generation is the ‘elected seed’ of all the best
blood-lines of all generations--foreknown, predestined,
and ‘hand-selected’ from billions of other seeds to be
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part of the ‘end-time Omega generation.” They are told
that they will do 10,000 times the miracles in the book
of Acts, that they will be ‘ten times worse than I [Bob
Jones] am’ in regard to seeing angels and demons and
walking in the supernatural, and that their generation is
specifically called the ‘manifested sons of God.” They are
taught that out-of-body experiences are the norm. One
mother describes her son’s experience with a friend
from Kansas City Fellowship:

«c

My son (11) spent the night with his cousin, who still
goes to Kansas City Fellowship. ... Later they all went
upstairs and sat in a circle. Then (the seven-year-old son
of one of the KCF leaders) told them if they all held
hands they could go into the third heaven and see
angels and taste the tree of life.”

“There are accounts told from visiting parents who saw
children at Dominion [their school] lying in the halls
for great lengths of time (experiencing uncontrollable
weeping or giggling) and were told that these children
were simply ‘drunk in the spirit” (Documentation of
Aberrant Practices and Teachings of Kansas City
Fellowship, 1990).

Jones claimed to “operate with his golden senses,”

meaning that “he literally walks into their [other people’s]
bodies and feels their feelings, tastes their tastes, sees with
their sight and hears what they’re hearing” (Burl and Sharon
Wells, By the Book, Vol. 3, Issue 1, 1990, Go Ministries, San

Jose, Calif.).
Jones claimed that oil appeared on his hands as a sign from

the Lord. He allegedly could smell “anointings.” For example,
he would smell roses when he ministered to a “worship

leader.”

These are occultic phenomena. We do not see God’s true
prophets operating like this in Scripture.

52



The main thing that caused people to believe that Jones
was a prophet was his knowledge of the secrets of their lives.
This soothsaying is what convinced Mike Bickle.

“Several weeks later, a week-known preacher named Art
Katz was visiting our Sunday morning church service. I
had heard of Art but had never met him. After the
service, I saw Bob Jones talking privately with him. I
expected Art to reject Bob as I had done. Instead, when
I came up to greet him, the first thing he said was,
‘Mike, this man Bob Jones is a prophet of God. He just
told me the secrets of my heart!” ... About 9:00 p.m. that
night, Art insisted on seeing Bob again. We met at my
house from 10:00 p.m. until 3:00 a.m. It was a very
unusual and emotional evening. I was overwhelmed by
the private things that God revealed to Bob about my
personal life. In the emotion of the moment, I blurted
out, ‘Bob, I believe you are a prophet’™ (Growing in the
Prophetic, 2008 edition, p. 14).

Jones met Mike Bickle in 1983 and prophesied that God
was going to use Bickle to usher in an end-time miracle
revival. We have already looked at Jones’ White Horse
Prophecy.

Jones communed with an entity that he called “the angel
Emma,” claiming that “she” birthed the Kansas City
prophetic movement.

Pentecostal “healing” preacher Todd Bentley says that he
was told about Emma by Bob Jones and later communed
with her himself:

“Now let me talk about an angelic experience with
Emma. Twice Bob Jones asked me about this angel that
was in Kansas City in 1980: “Todd, have you ever seen
the angel by the name of Emma?’ He asked me as if he
expected that this angel was appearing to me. Surprised,
I said, ‘Bob, who is Emma?’ He told me that Emma was
the angel that helped birth and start the whole
prophetic movement in Kansas City in the 1980s. She
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was a mothering-type angel that helped nurture the
prophetic as it broke out.

“Within a few weeks of Bob asking me about Emma, I
was in a service in Beulah, North Dakota. In the middle
of the service I was in conversation with Ivan and
another person when in walks Emma. As I stared at the
angel with open eyes, the Lord said, ‘Here’s Emma.’ I'm
not kidding. She floated a couple of inches off the
floor. ... Emma appeared beautiful and young--about 22
years old--but she was old at the same time. She seemed
to carry the wisdom, virtue and grace of Proverbs 31 on
her life. She glided into the room, emitting brilliant
light and colors. Emma carried these bags and began
pulling gold out of them. Then, as she walked up and
down the aisles of the church, she began [distributing]
gold dust. The Lord answered: ‘She is releasing the gold,
which is both the revelation and the financial
breakthrough that I am bringing into this church. I
want you to prophesy that Emma showed up in this
service--the same angel that appeared in Kansas city--as
a sign that I am endorsing and releasing a prophetic
spirit in the church on people.’ ...

“Within three weeks of that visitation, the church had
given me the biggest offering I had ever received to that
point in my ministry. Thousands of dollars! Thousands!
... During this visitation the pastor’s wife (it was an
AOG church) got totally whacked by the Holy Ghost--
she began running around barking like a dog or
squawking like a chicken as a powerful prophetic spirit
came on her. Also, as this prophetic anointing came on
her, she started getting phone numbers of complete
strangers and calling them up on the telephone and
prophesying over them... Then angels started showing
up in the church’ (P.J. Miller, “Lakeland Revival: Todd
Bentley, Bob Jones, and Some Things to Consider,” May
8, 2008, pjmiller.wordpress.com).

The “Lakeland Revival” ended abruptly when Todd
Bentley was discredited as an alcoholic and an adulterer, so it
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is possible that both Jones and Bentley were simply lying and
there is no Emma. If she does exist, she is a demon, as angels
are never referred to in Scripture in female terms. Further,
according to Bentley, “Emma” preaches word-faith,
prosperity gospel heresies.

In 1991, Bob Jones admitted to “a moral failure” (Lee
Grady, “Wimber Plots New Course for Vineyard,” Charisma,
Feb. 1993, p. 64).

Jones was using his alleged spiritual authority and
“prophetic anointing” to induce women to disrobe so they
could “stand naked before the Lord in order to receive a
word.”

It wasn’t long before Jones was back, though, with his own
“prophetic ministry” based in Mississippi, and he continued
to travel and “prophesy” at charismatic churches and
conferences until his death in February 2014.

On a visit to the IHOP bookstore in October 2014, I
purchased a CD of a special service that Mike Bickle had
dedicated to Bob Jones’” memory earlier that year. In this
service, Bickle honored Jones as a major prophet of God and
credited him with introducing him into the “prophetic”
ministry. Bickle and other IHOP leaders described the
operation of Jones’ “golden senses.” Bickle said there were
five or six times when Jones knew the details of his dreams.
He said that God once told him to call Bob Jones on the
phone to get the interpretation of a dream. A woman said
that Bob Jones attended her wedding, and before the service
started he told her that he had already seen her wedding day
and, “It is good.”

Paul Cain

Paul Cain (b. 1929) is probably the most renowned of the
Pentecostal “new prophets.”

He claims that the “Angel of the Lord” first visited him
when he was eight years old and that he has experienced
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countless visions, revelatory dreams, and angelic visitations
since then.

He began conducting healing campaigns at age 18 and was
one of the prominent names in the Pentecostal “Healing
Revival” of the late 1940s and 1950s. He was an associate of
William Branham and on at least one occasion took over a
meeting for Branham.

In 1954, he purchased an 8,000-seat gospel tent from
Pentecostal evangelist Jack Coe’s ministry and toured the
country. He also had large meetings in Switzerland and
Germany.

Cain says that when he was in his early twenties, the
“Angel of the Lord” called him to a celibate unmarried life.
He said that he was driving his Lincoln Continental in
southern California in the 1950s when “the Lord,” dressed as
a monk, appeared in the passenger seat. In the ensuing
conversation, “the Lord” indicated to him that he should cut
off his marriage engagement with a young woman and live
celibately.

“After the Lord had finished discussing some other
matters with him Paul felt it was a good opportunity to
raise the question of his recent engagement to be
married. So he told the Lord about it and asked: “What
do you think of it, Lord? ... You don’t seem very
pleased. Don’t you want me to be married?’

“The Lord looked at him again and repeated softly, ‘I
walked alone.’

«c

Lord,” said Paul, ‘if you don’t want me to be married I
am willing to give up the idea, but you will have to do
something about my feelings.’

“The Lord replied by simply placing his hand upon him.
To Paul it felt as though fire passed right through his
body. From that day to this, he says, he has never
experienced any further sexual desire. That was Paul’s
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initiation into celibacy” (David Pytches, Some Said it
Thundered, p. 40-41).

If this “visitation” actually occurred, it was a demonic
visitation, as it is a doctrine of demons to forbid marriage (1
Timothy 4:1-3). The apostle Paul taught, by divine
inspiration, that celibacy is for those who have a gift for it,
and that it is better to marry than to burn (1 Cor. 7:2, 9, 28).

Furthermore, as we will see, Cain was lying about not
having “any further sexual desire.”

Like William Branham before him, Cain has the occultic
gift of clairvoyance or soothsaying and knows details of
stranger’s lives. This convinced many people of his
authenticity as a “prophet.” It appears that Cain inherited
occultic gifts from his mother and grandmothers.

“Paul’s mother, grandmother, and great grandmother
had all been born with the gift of seeing. His great-
grandmother would sometimes see things in broad
daylight and ask her friend or family if they could see
them too. If they said they could not, she would
occasionally wave her hand upon them and they would
immediately see the identical vision. ...

“Paul now found he was ‘seeing’ also and would know
things that were going to happen to classmates at school
or were happening to absent friends. He knew simple
things like who would end up with a bloody nose or
who would win a race. ...

“There was a special bond between William Branham
and Little Brother [Cain] in the early days of Paul’s
ministry. ... Sometimes when Branham could not meet a
commitment, he would send Paul in his place.

“The extent of their spiritual light’ was phenomenal.
When they called each other by phone one would often
say to the other in fun, “You're all right today. How am
I? and each would know the other’s state of health
precisely.
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“On one occasion Mike Bickle had been complaining to
his wife that he had ‘a bit of a sniffle’ or a slight cold--
something he rarely had--the phone rang, Bickle picked
up the receiver and heard Paul on the line. He had
heard about Paul's gift so he said by way of a joke, ‘Hi,
Paul! You're all right today! How am I?" Immediately
Paul answered him, ‘Why Mike, you've got a bit of a
sniffle and you are all wet. Your hair is standing up on
the left side of your head.” (Bickle had just gotten out
the shower)” (David Pytches, Some Said It Thundered,
1991, pp. 24, 26, 29, 30).

“A friend of ours from Australia was in a public
meeting in which Cain was speaking. This man had just
lost his wife and Cain (with no knowledge of this man)
pointed to him and told him so and proceeded to name
his four sons. ... A publisher of a famous charismatic
magazine once harbored some doubts regarding Cain.
Cain later met him and ... referred to a boat owned by
the publisher and preceded to tell him the numbers of
his boat license after which the publisher called him
truly a prophet of God” (Orrel Steinkamp, “Paul Cain,”
The Plumbline, Dec. 2004).

Cain teaches the Manifest Sons of God heresy. He said:

“I want you to know he’s [Christ] coming to the Church
before he comes for the Church. He’s gonna perfect the
Church so the Church can be the Image, be Him, and
be his representative” (Cain, My Father’s House, Nov.
1988, Grace Ministries, Kansas City).

“If you're really in the vine and you’re the branch, then
the life from the Son of the living God keeps you from
cancer, keeps you from dying, keeps you from death ...
Not only will they not have diseases, they will also not
die. They will have the kind of imperishable bodies that
are talked about in the 15th chapter of Corinthians ...
this army is invincible. If you have intimacy with God,
they can’t kill you. ... There will be a manifestation of
the sons of God. And it won’t be this baloney that we’ve
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heard of in the past. .. I'm talking about a true
manifested son of God ... God wants us to realize once
again in closing that there’s going to be a great company
of overcomers prepared for this mighty ministry which
I call the prize of all the ages” (Paul Cain, “Joel's Army,”
cited in Documentation of the Aberrant Practices and
Teachings of Kansas City Fellowship, Shawnee, KS: Full
Faith Church of Love, 1990, p. 218).

Cain frequently described visions he allegedly had of
stadiums filled with hundreds of thousands of people and of
great miracles: of resurrections, of believers walking through
walls, of preachers levitating and standing in fixed poses for
24 hours. He says that he believes we are on the very
threshold of these events and that Promise Keepers could be
the forerunner to the last days miracle revival (Ed Tarkowski,
“The Significance of Filled Stadiums,” The Christian
Conscience, Feb. 1996, www.netins.net/showcase/conscience/
pk/pgn3 sd2.htm).

Between 1958 and 1987, Cain ceased public ministry and
lived with his mother, in accordance with a “personal
revelation.”

In 1987, Cain was accepted as a prophet and a “father” by
Mike Bickle and the Kansas City Fellowship because of Cain’s
knack for soothsaying.

Bob Jones stated that Cain is “the most anointed prophet
that's in the world today” (Visions and Revelations, interview
with Mike Bickle, Kansas City, MO: Grace Ministries, 1988).

In the late 1980s, Mike Bickle and Paul Cain were
promoted by John Wimber, who brought them into the
Vineyard association. The Kansas City Fellowship was
renamed Metro Vineyard.

I heard the three of them speak at Indianapolis *90, which I
attended with media credentials. Half of the 30,000 or so in
attendance were Roman Catholic. There was a Roman
Catholic mass every morning, madonnas and other idols
promoting Mary as the Queen of Heaven were on sale in the
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book sales area, and a Roman Catholic priest brought the
keynote message.

John Wimber had long lusted after signs and wonders, not
being content to live his Christian life by faith. He wanted to
“feel God” and “do the stuft” (referring to performing
miracles). This resulted in great spiritual delusion. (For
documentation, see The Pentecostal-Charismatic Movements,
available from www.wayoflife.org.)

When he met Paul Cain in December 1988, Wimber was
convinced that the man was a genuine prophet of God
because Cain told him secrets of his life that no man knew.
Also Cain foretold that a mild earthquake would hit the day
he arrived, though a mild earthquake is NOT an uncommon
event in southern California!

When Wimber accepted Cain into the Vineyard, he did so
with no reservations. “We did not have to correct Paul Cain
because there were no charges whatsoever in all our
investigation on Paul’s ministry, or his theology, and/or his
history. Although there are those that have held negative
views” (John Wimber, “Forum on Prophecy, Signs and
Wonders,” Indianapolis 1990, Aug. 17, 1990, audio cassette).

In October 2004, Cain was exposed as a homosexual and
an alcoholic by Rick Joyner, Mike Bickle, and Jack Deere,
who said that Cain had refused to submit to discipline.

«c

In February 2004, we were made aware that Paul had
become an alcoholic. In April 2004, we confronted Paul
with evidence that he had recently been involved in
homosexual activity. Paul admitted to these sinful
practices and was placed under discipline, agreeing to a
process of restoration, which the three of us would
oversee. However, Paul has resisted this process and has
continued in his sin.” With our deepest regrets and
sincerity, Rick Joyner, Jack Deere, Mike Bickle.
www.morrnnsstrarministries.ore/oages/
special~bulleu.ns/Oct_19.html.”
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Eventually Cain admitted his sin, saying, “I have struggled
in two particular areas, homosexuality and alcoholism, for an
extended period of time. I apologize for denying these
matters of truth, rather than readily admitting them” (“A
Letter of Confession,” February 2005, web.archive.org/web/
20050225053035/http://www.paulcain.org/news.html).

As we have seen, for 40 years Cain had claimed that he had
no sexual feelings because “the Lord” had touched him. He
had repeated this mythical story to many, including John
Wimber, Mike Bickle, and David Pytches, author of Some
Said It Thundered, and had used it to impress people with his
“prophetic mystique.”

Conclusion

Brethren, beware of the “new prophets” and any church or
movement that believes in such prophets. We don’t need new
prophets; we need a greater love for the old prophets! The
Bible is absolutely sufficient. It is able to make the man of
God perfect. What else is needed? Cleave to it, and you’ll not
be led astray, nor will you be adrift on the restless sea of
charismatic confusion. Don’t follow “signs.” Don’t follow
your emotions. Don’t accept doctrines and practices that
can’t be backed up by the Bible rightly divided.

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for
instruction in righteousness: That the man of God may
be perfect, throughly furnished unto all good works” (2
Timothy 3:16-17).

“We have also a more sure word of prophecy;
whereunto ye do well that ye take heed, as unto a light
that shineth in a dark place, until the day dawn, and the
day star arise in your hearts: Knowing this first, that no
prophecy of the scripture is of any private
interpretation. For the prophecy came not in old time
by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they
were moved by the Holy Ghost” (2 Peter 1:19-21).
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“These were more noble than those in Thessalonica, in
that they received the word with all readiness of mind,
and searched the scriptures daily, whether those things
were so” (Acts 17:11).

“Prove all things; hold fast that which is good” (1
Thessalonians 5:21).

“Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter
times some shall depart from the faith, giving heed to
seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils” (1 Timothy
4:1).

“Beloved, believe not every spirit, but try the spirits
whether they are of God: because many false prophets
are gone out into the world” (1 John 4:1).g

Beware of any ministry that treats biblical reprovers as
enemies.

Beware of any ministry that holds to the heresy of an end-
time miracle revival. No such revival is prophesied for the
end of the church age. Rather, we are taught to expect great
error and spiritual confusion that will result in the formation
of an apostate one-world “church.”

For more than 40 years since I came to Christ, I have
examined the Pentecostal-Charismatic movement. In my
travels to three dozen nations, I have looked for apostolic
gifts exercised according to God’s Word, but I have searched
in vain. The “tongues” are vain babblings. The healings are
nothing like what we see in the Gospels and the book of Acts.
The resurrections are non-existent. The prophecies are false.
Women lead contrary to the law of God.

From its inception, the Pentecostal movement has been
permeated with heresy and pure nuttiness, and many deeply
sincere people have been deceived thereby because they are
willing to ignore the plain teaching of God’s Word, lusting
after “signs and wonders” and experiences.
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If you are not content with the Bible and you are not
content with living by faith, you are a prime candidate for
spiritual deception.
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About Way of Life’s eBooks

Since January 2011, Way of Life Literature books have
been available in eBook format. Some are available for
purchase, while others are available for free download.

The eBooks are designed and formatted to work well on a
variety of applications/devices, but not all apps/devices are
equal. Some allow the user to control appearance and layout
of the book while some don’t even show italics! For best
reading pleasure, please choose your reading app carefully.

For some suggestions, see the reports “iPads, Kindles,
eReaders, and Way of Life Materials,” at www.wayoflife.org/
database/ebook.html and “About eBooks, eReaders, and
Reading Apps” at www.wayoflife.org/help/ebooks.php.
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Powerful Publications for These Times

Following is a selection of the titles published by Way of Life
Literature. The books are available in both print and eBook
editions (PDF, Kindle, ePub). The materials can be ordered via the
online catalog at the Way of Life web site -- www.wayoflife.org --
or by phone 866-295-4143.

BIBLE TIMES AND ANCIENT KINGDOMS: TREASURES
FROM ARCHAEOLOGY. ISBN 978-1-58318-121-8. This is a
package consisting of a book and a series of PowerPoint and
Keynote (Apple) presentations which are a graphical edition of the
book. The PowerPoints are packed with high quality color photos,
drawings, historic recreations, and video clips. Bible Times and
Ancient Kingdoms is a course on Bible geography, Bible culture,
and Bible history and has a two-fold objective: to present
apologetic evidence for the Bible and to give background material
to help the student better understand the setting of Bible history.
We cover this fascinating history from Genesis to the New
Testament, dealing with the Table of the Nations in Genesis 10, the
Tower of Babel, Ur of the Chaldees, Egypt, Baal worship, the
Philistines, the Canaanites, David’s palace, Solomon and the
Queen of Sheba, Ahab and Jezebel, the fall of the northern
kingdom of Israel, the Assyrian Empire, Hezekiah and his times,
Nebuchadnezzar and his Babylon, the Medo-Persian Empire,
Herod the Great and his temple, the Roman rule over Israel, and
the Roman destruction of Jerusalem. Many of the archaeological
discoveries from the past 200 years, which we relate in the course,
are so fascinating and improbable that they read like a novel. It is
easy to see God’s hand in this field, in spite of its prevailing
skepticism. The course also deals with Bible culture, such as
weights and measures, plant and animal life, Caesar’s coin, the
widow’s mite, ancient scrolls and seals, phylacteries, cosmetics,
tombs, and the operation of ancient lamps, millstones, pottery
wheels, and olive presses. The course begins with an overview of
Israel’s geography and a timeline of Bible history to give the
student a framework for better understanding the material. Each
section includes maps to help the student place the events in their
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proper location. The course is packed with important but little-
known facts that illuminate Bible history and culture. The
preparation for the book is extensive, the culmination of 40 years
of Bible study, teaching, and research trips. In this context the
author built a large personal library and collected information
from major archaeological museums and locations in North
America, England, Europe, Turkey, and Israel. We guarantee that
the student who completes the course will read the Bible with new
eyes and fresh enthusiasm. 500 pages book + DVD containing 19
PowerPoint presentations packed with more than 3,200 high
quality color photos, drawings, historic recreations, and video
clips.

THE BIBLE VERSION QUESTION ANSWER DATABASE. ISBN
1-58318-088-5. This book provides diligently-researched, in-depth
answers to more than 80 of the most important questions on this
topic. A vast number of myths are exposed, such as the myth that
Erasmus promised to add 1 John 5:7 to his Greek New Testament
if even one manuscript could be produced, the myth that the
differences between the Greek texts and versions are slight and
insignificant, the myth that there are no doctrines affected by the
changes in the modern versions, and the myth that the King James
translators said that all versions are equally the Word of God. It
also includes reviews of several of the popular modern versions,
including the Living Bible, New Living Bible, Today’s English
Version, New International Version, New American Standard
Version, The Message, and the Holman Christian Standard Bible.
423 pages.

THE FOREIGN SPIRIT OF CONTEMPORARY WORSHIP
MUSIC. This hard-hitting multi-media video presentation,
published in March 2012, documents the frightful spiritual
compromise, heresy, and apostasy that permeate the field of
contemporary worship music. By extensive documentation, it
proves that contemporary worship music is impelled by “another
spirit” (2 Cor. 11:4). It is the spirit of charismaticism, the spirit of
the latter rain, the spirit of the one-world church, the spirit of the
world, the spirit of homosexuality, and the spirit of the false god of
The Shack. The presentation looks carefully at the origin of
contemporary worship in the Jesus Movement of the 1970s,
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examining the lives and testimonies of some of the most influential
people. Nearly 60 video clips and hundreds of photos are featured.
It is available on DVD and as an eDownload from the Way of Life
web site.

THE FUTURE ACCORDING TO THE BIBLE. ISBN
978-1-58318-172-0. One of the many reasons why the Bible is the
most amazing and exciting book on earth is its prophecies. The
Bible unfolds the future in great detail, and The Future According
to the Bible deals in depth with every major prophetic event,
including the Rapture, the Judgment Seat of Christ, the
Tribulation, the Antichrist, Gog and Magog, the Battle of
Armageddon, the Two Witnesses, Christ’s Return, Muslim nations
in prophecy, the Judgment of the Nations, the resurrection body,
the conversion of Israel, the highway of the redeemed, Christ’s
glorious kingdom, the Millennial Temple, the Great White Throne
judgment, and the New Jerusalem. The first two chapters deal at
length with the amazing prophecies that are being fulfilled today
and with the church-age apostasy. Knowledge of these prophecies
is essential for a proper understanding of the times and a proper
Christian worldview today. The 130-page section on Christ’s
kingdom describes the coming world kingdom in more detail than
any book we are familiar with. Every major Messianic prophecy is
examined. Prophecy is a powerful witness to the Bible’s divine
inspiration, and it is a great motivator for holy Christian living. In
this book we show that the Lord’s churches are outposts of the
coming kingdom. The believer’s position in Christ’s earthly
kingdom will be determined by his service in this present world
(Revelation 2:26-27; 3:21). The book is based on forty years of
intense Bible study plus firsthand research in Israel, Turkey, and
Europe.

INDEPENDENT BAPTIST MUSIC WARS. ISBN
978-1-58318-179-9. This book is a warning about the
transformational power of Contemporary Christian Music to
transport Bible-believing Baptists into the sphere of the end-time
one-world “church.” The author is a musician, preacher, and writer
who lived the rock & roll “hippy” lifestyle before conversion and
has researched this issue for 40 years. We don’t believe that good
Christian music stopped being written when Fanny Crosby died or
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that rhythm is wrong or that drums and guitars are inherently evil.
We believe, rather, that Contemporary Christian Music is a
powerful bridge to a very dangerous spiritual and doctrinal world.
The book begins by documenting the radical change in thinking
that has occurred among independent Baptists. Whereas just a few
years ago the overwhelming consensus was that CCM was wrong
and dangerous, the consensus now has formed around the position
that CCM can be used in moderation, that it is OK to “adapt” it to
a more traditional sacred sound and presentation technique. The
more “conservative” contemporary worship artists such as the
Gettys are considered safe and their music is sung widely in
churches and included in new hymnals published by independent
Baptists. As usual, the driving force behind this change is the
example set by prominent leaders, churches, and schools, which
we identify in this volume. The heart of the book is the section
giving eight reasons for rejecting Contemporary Christian Music
(it is built on the lie that music is neutral, it is worldly, it is
ecumenical, it is charismatic, it is experienced-oriented, it is
permeated with false christs, it is infiltrated with homosexuality,
and it weakens the Biblicist stance of a church) and the section
answering 39 major arguments that are used in defense of CCM.
We deal with the popular argument that since we have selectively
used hymns by Protestants we should also be able to selectively use
those by contemporary hymn writers. There are also chapters on
the history of CCM and the author’s experience of living the rock
& roll lifestyle before conversion and how the Lord dealt with him
about music in the early months of his Christian life. The book is
accompanied by a DVD containing two video presentations: The
Transformational Power of Contemporary Praise Music and The
Foreign Spirit of Contemporary Worship Music. 285 pages.

KEEPING THE KIDS: HOW TO KEEP THE CHILDREN FROM
FALLING PREY TO THE WORLD. ISBN 978-1-58318-115-7.
This book aims to help parents and churches raise children to be
disciples of Jesus Christ and to avoid the pitfalls of the world, the
flesh, and the devil. The book is a collaborative effort. It contains
testimonies from hundreds of individuals who provided feedback
to our questionnaires on this subject, as well as powerful ideas
gleaned from interviews with pastors, missionaries, and church
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people who have raised godly children. The book is packed with
practical suggestions and deals with many issues: Conversion, the
husband-wife relationship, the necessity of permeating the home
with Christian love, mothers as keepers at home, the father’s role
as the spiritual head of the home, child discipline, separation from
the pop culture, discipleship of youth, the grandparents’ role,
effectual prayer and fasting. Chapter titles include the following:
“Conversion,” “The Home: Consistent Christian Living and the
Husband-Wife Relationship,” “Child Discipline,” “The Church,”
“Unplugging from the Pop Culture,” “Discipleship,” “The
Grandparents,” “Grace and the Power of Prayer.” 531 pages.

MUSIC FOR GOOD OR EVIL. This video series, which is packed
with photos, video and audio clips, has eight segments. I. Biblical
Principles of Good Christian Music. II. Why We Reject
Contemporary Christian Music. It is worldly, addictive,
ecumenical, charismatic, shallow and man-centered, opposed to
preaching, experience-oriented, and it weakens the strong biblicist
stance of a church. III. The Sound of Contemporary Christian
Music. In this section we give the believer simple tools that he can
use to discern the difference between sensual and sacred music.
We deal with syncopated dance styles, sensual vocal styles,
relativistic styles, and overly soft styles that do not fit the message.
IV. The Transformational Power of Contemporary Worship
Music. We show why CCM is able to transform a “traditional”
Bible-believing church into a New Evangelical contemporary one.
Its transformational power resides in its enticing philosophy of
“liberty” and in its sensual, addictive music. We use video and
audio to illustrate the sound of contemporary worship. V.
Southern Gospel. We deal with the history of Southern Gospel, its
character, its influence, and the role of the Gaithers in its
renaissance. This section is packed with audio, video, and photos.
VI. Marks of Good Song Leading. There is a great need for proper
training of song leaders today, and in this segment we deal with the
following eight principles: Leadership, preparation, edification,
spirituality, spiritual discernment, wisdom in song selection,
diversity. One thing we emphasize is the need to sing worship
songs that turn the people’s focus directly to God. We give dozens
of examples of worship songs that are found in standard hymnals
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used by Bible-believing churches, but typically these are not sung
properly as “unto God.” VII. Questions Answered on
Contemporary Christian Music. We answer 15 of the most
common questions on this subject, such as the following: Is
rhythm wrong? Isn’t this issue just a matter of different taste? Isn’t
the sincerity of the musicians the important thing? Isn’t some
CCM acceptable? Didn’t Luther and the Wesleys use tavern music?
What is the difference between using contemporary worship
hymns and using old Protestant hymns? VIII. The Foreign Spirit
of Contemporary Worship Music. This presentation documents
the frightful spiritual compromise, heresy, and apostasy that
permeate the field of contemporary praise. Through extensive
documentation, it proves that contemporary worship music is
controlled by “another spirit” (2 Cor. 11:4). It is the spirit of
charismaticism, the spirit of the “latter rain,” the spirit of Roman
Catholicism and the one-world “church,” the spirit of the world
that is condemned by 1 John 2:16, the spirit of homosexuality, and
the spirit of the false god of The Shack. The presentation looks
carefully at the origin of contemporary worship in the Jesus
Movement of the 1970s, examining the lives and testimonies of
some of the most influential people. 5 DVDs.

ONE YEAR DISCIPLESHIP COURSE, ISBN 978-1-58318-117-1.
This powerful course features 52 lessons in Christian living. It can
be broken into sections and used as a new converts’ course, an
advanced discipleship course, a Sunday School series, a Home
Schooling or Bible Institute course, or for preaching outlines. The
lessons are thorough, meaty, and very practical. There is an
extensive memory verse program built into the course, and each
lesson features carefully designed review questions. Following are
some of the lesson titles (some subjects feature multiple lessons):
Repentance, Faith, The Gospel, Baptism, Eternal Security, Position
and Practice, The Law and the New Testament Christian, Christian
Growth and Victory, Prayer, The Armor of God, The Church, The
Bible, The Bible’s Proof, Daily Bible Study, Key Principles of Bible
Interpretation, Foundational Bible Words, Knowing God’s Will,
Making Wise Decisions, Christ’s Great Commission, Suffering in
the Christian Life, The Judgment Seat of Christ, Separation -
Moral, Separation - Doctrinal, Tests of Entertainment, Fasting,
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Miracles, A Testing Mindset, Tongues Speaking, The Rapture,
How to Be Wise with Your Money, The Believer and Drinking,
Abortion, Evolution, Dressing for the Lord. 8.5X11, coated cover,
spiral-bound. 221 pages.

THE PENTECOSTAL-CHARISMATIC MOVEMENTS: THE
HISTORY AND THE ERROR. ISBN 1-58318-099-0. The 5th
edition of this book, November 2014, is significantly enlarged and
revised throughout. The Pentecostal-charismatic movement is one
of the major building blocks of the end-time, one-world “church,”
and young people in particular need to be informed and
forewarned. The author was led to Christ by a Pentecostal in 1973
and has researched the movement ever since. He has built a large
library on the subject, interviewed influential Pentecostals and
charismatics, and attended churches and conferences with media
credentials in many parts of the world. The book deals with the
history of Pentecostalism beginning at the turn of the 20th century,
the Latter Rain Covenant, major Pentecostal healing evangelists,
the Sharon Schools and the New Order of the Latter Rain, Manifest
Sons of God, the charismatic movement, the Word-Faith
movement, the Roman Catholic Charismatic Renewal, the
Pentecostal prophets, the Third Wave, and recent Pentecostal and
charismatic scandals. The book deals extensively with the
theological errors of the Pentecostal-charismatic movements
(exalting experience over Scripture, emphasis on the miraculous,
the continuation of Messianic and apostolic miracles and sign gifts,
the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the baptism of fire, tongues
speaking, physical healing guaranteed in the atonement, spirit
slaying, spirit drunkenness, visions of Jesus, trips to heaven,
women preachers, and ecumenism). The final section of the book
answers the question: “Why are people deluded by Pentecostal-
Charismatic error?” David and Tami Lee, former Pentecostals,
after reviewing a section of the book said: “Very well done! We
pray God will use it to open the eyes of many and to help keep
many of His children out of such deception.” A former charismatic
said, “The book is excellent and I have no doubt whatever that the
Lord is going to use it in a mighty way. Amen!!” 487 pages.

A PORTRAIT OF CHRIST: THE TABERNACLE, THE
PRIESTHOOD, AND THE OFFERINGS. ISBN
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978-1-58318-178-2. (new for 2014) This book is an extensive study
on the Old Testament tabernacle and its priestly system, which has
been called “God’s masterpiece of typology.” Whereas the record
of the creation of the universe takes up two chapters of the Bible
and the fall of man takes up one chapter, the tabernacle, with its
priesthood and offerings, takes up 50 chapters. It is obvious that
God has many important lessons for us in this portion of His
Word. Speaking personally, nothing has helped me better
understand the Triune God and the salvation that He has
purchased for man, and I believe that I can guarantee that the
reader will be taken to new heights in his understanding of these
things. Everything about the tabernacle points to Jesus Christ: the
design, the materials, the colors, the court walls and pillars, the
door into the court, the sacrificial altar, the laver, the tabernacle
tent itself with its boards and curtains and silver sockets, the
tabernacle gate, and veil before the holy of holies, the candlestick,
the table of shewbread, the incense altar, the ark of the covenant,
the high priest, and the offerings. All is Christ. The tabernacle
system offers brilliant, unforgettable lessons on Christ’s person,
offices and work: His eternal Sonship, His sinless manhood, His
anointing, His atonement, His resurrection glory, His work as the
life and sustainer and light of creation, His eternal high priesthood
and intercession, and His kingdom. In addition to the studies on
every aspect of the tabernacle, A Portrait of Christ features studies
on the high priest, the Levitical priests, the five offerings of
Leviticus, the day of atonement, the ransom money, the red heifer,
the cherubims, strange fire, the golden calf, leprosy, the Nazarite
vow, the pillar of cloud and pillar of fire, and the transportation of
the tabernacle through the wilderness. The tabernacle is very
practical in its teaching, as it also depicts believer priests carrying
Christ through this world (1 Pet. 2:5, 9). Like the Israelites in the
wilderness, believers today are on a pilgrimage through a foreign
land on the way to our eternal home (1 Pet. 2:11). Don Jasmin,
editor of the Fundamentalist Digest says, “This new book on the
Tabernacle constitutes the 21st-century classic treatise of this rich
theme.” 420 pages.

SEEING THE NON-EXISTENT: EVOLUTION’S MYTHS AND
HOAXES. ISBN 1-58318-002-8. This book is designed both as a
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stand alone title as well as a companion to the apologetics course
AN UNSHAKEABLE FAITH. The contents are as follows: Canals
on Mars, Charles Darwin and His Granddaddy, Thomas Huxley:
Darwin’s Bulldog, Ernst Haeckel: Darwin’s German Apostle, Icons
of Evolution, Icons of Creation, The Ape-men, Predictions,
Questions for Evolutionists, Darwinian Gods, Darwin’s Social
Influence. The ICONS OF EVOLUTION that we refute include
mutations, the fossil record, homology, the peppered moth,
Darwin’s finches, the fruit fly, vestigial organs, the horse series, the
embryo chart, the Miller experiment, Archaeopteryx, bacterial
resistance, the big bang, and billions of years. The ICONS OF
CREATION that we examine include the monarch butterfly, the
trilobite, the living cell, the human eye, the human brain, the
human hand, blood clotting, the bird’s flight feathers, bird
migration, bird song, harmony and symbiosis, sexual
reproduction, living technology, the dragonfly, the bee, and the
bat. The section on APE-MEN deals with Cro-Magnon,
Neanderthal, Java Man, Piltdown Man, Nebraska Man, Peking
Man, Lucy, Ardi, Ida, among others. The section on
PREDICTIONS considers 29 predictions made by Biblical
creationism, such as the universe will behave according to
established laws, the universe will be logical, and there will be a
vast unbridgeable gulf between man and the animal kingdom.
DARWINIAN GODS takes a look at inventions that evolutionists
have devised to avoid divine Creation, such as panspermia and
aliens, self-organization, and the multiverse. 608 pages.

SOWING AND REAPING: A COURSE IN EVANGELISM. ISBN
978-1-58318-169-0. This course is unique in several ways. It is
unique in its approach. While it is practical and down-to-earth, it
does not present a formulaic approach to soul winning,
recognizing that individuals have to be dealt with as individuals.
The course does not include any sort of psychological
manipulation techniques. It does not neglect repentance in soul
winning, carefully explaining the biblical definition of repentance
and the place of repentance in personal evangelism. It explains
how to use the law of God to plow the soil of the human heart so
that the gospel can find good ground. The course is unique in its
objective. The objective of biblical soul winning is not to get people
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to “pray a sinner’s prayer”; the objective is to see people soundly
converted to Christ. This course trains the soul winner to pursue
genuine conversions as opposed to mere “decisions.” The course is
also unique in its breadth. It covers a wide variety of situations,
including how to deal with Hindus and with skeptics and how to
use apologetics or evidences in evangelism. There is a memory
course consisting of 111 select verses and links to a large number
of resources that can be used in evangelism, many of them free.
The course is suitable for teens and adults and for use in Sunday
School, Youth Ministries, Preaching, and private study. OUTLINE:
The Message of Evangelism, Repentance and Evangelism, God’s
Law and Evangelism, The Reason for Evangelism, The Authority
for Evangelism, The Power for Evangelism, The Attitude in
Evangelism, The Technique of Evangelism, Using Tracts in
Evangelism, Dealing with Skeptics. 104 pages, 8x11, spiral bound.

THINGS HARD TO BE UNDERSTOOD: A HANDBOOK
OF BIBLICAL DIFFICULTIES. 1SBN 1-58318-002-8. This
volume deals with a variety of biblical difficulties. Find the
answer to the seeming contradictions in the Bible. Meet the
challenge of false teachers who misuse biblical passages to
prove their doctrine. Find out the meaning of difficult
passages that are oftentimes overlooked in the Bible
commentaries. Be confirmed in your confidence in the
inerrancy and perfection of the Scriptures and be able to
refute the skeptics. Learn the meaning of difficult expressions
such as “the unpardonable sin.” A major objective of this
volume is to protect God’s people from the false teachers that
abound in these last days. For example, we examine verses
misused by Seventh-day Adventists, Roman Catholics,
Pentecostals, and others to support their heresies. We deal
with things such as the blasphemy against the Holy Spirit,
cremation, head coverings, did Jesus die on Friday, God’s
repentance, healing in the atonement, losing one’s salvation,
sinless perfectionism, soul sleep, and the Trinity. Jerry
Huffman, editor of Calvary Contender, testified: “You don’t
have to agree with everything to greatly benefit from this
helpful book.” In researching and writing this book, the
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author consulted roughly 500 volumes, old and new, that
deal with biblical difficulties and the various other subjects
addressed in Things Hard to Be Understood. This one volume,
therefore, represents the essence of a sizable library. Sixth
edition Feb. 2014, enlarged and completely revised, 441

pages.

AN UNSHAKEABLE FAITH: A CHRISTIAN APOLOGETICS
COURSE. ISBN 978-1-58318-119-5. The course is built upon
nearly 40 years of serious Bible study and 30 years of apologetics
writing. Research was done in the author’s personal 6,000-volume
library plus in major museums and other locations in America,
England, Europe, Australia, Asia, and the Middle East. The
package consists of an apologetics course entitled AN
UNSHAKEABLE FAITH (both print and eBook editions) plus an
extensive series of Powerpoint/Keynote presentations. (Keynote is
the Apple version of Powerpoint.) The 1,800 PowerPoint slides
deal with archaeology, evolution/creation science, and the
prophecies pertaining to Israel’s history. The material in the 360-
page course is extensive, and the teacher can decide whether to use
all of it or to select only some portion of it for his particular class
and situation. After each section there are review questions to help
the students focus on the most important points. The course can be
used for private study as well as for a classroom setting. Sections
include The Bible’s Nature, The Bible’s Proof, The Dead Sea Scrolls,
The Bible’s Difficulties, Historical Evidence for Jesus, Evidence for
Christ’s Resurrection, Archaeological Treasures Confirming the
Bible, A History of Evolution, Icons of Evolution, Icons of
Creation, Noah’s Ark and the Global Flood.

WAY OF LIFE ENCYCLOPEDIA OF THE BIBLE ¢&
CHRISTIANITY. ISBN 1-58318-005-2. This hardcover Bible
encyclopedia contains 640 pages (8.5x11) of information, over
6,000 entries, and over 7,000 cross-references. Twenty-five years of
research went into this one-of-a-kind reference tool. It is a
complete dictionary of biblical terminology and features many
other areas of research not often covered in such volumes,
including Bible Versions, Denominations, Cults, Christian
Movements, Typology, the Church, Social issues and practical
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Christian living, Bible Prophecy, and Old English Terminology. It
does not correct the Authorized Version of the Bible, nor does it
undermine the fundamental Baptist’s doctrines and practices as
many study tools do. The 5th edition (October 2008) contains new
entries, extensive additions to existing entries, and a complete
rewriting of the major articles. Many preachers have told us that
apart from Strong’s Concordance, the Way of Life Bible
Encyclopedia is their favorite study tool. A missionary told us that
if he could save only one study book out of his library, it would be
our Bible encyclopedia. An evangelist in South Dakota wrote: “If
were going to the mission field and could carry only three books,
they would be the Strong’s concordance, a hymnal, and the Way of
Life Bible Encyclopedia.” Missionary author Jack Moorman says:
“The encyclopedia is excellent. The entries show a ‘distilled
spirituality.”” 5th edition, 640 pages. A computer edition of the
encyclopedia is available as a standalone eBook for PDF, Kindle,
and ePub. It is also available as a module for Swordseacher.

Way of Life Literature
P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 48061
866-295-4143, fbns@wayoflife.org
www.wayoflife.org

This book is published for free distribution in eBook format. It is
available in PDF, MOBI (for Kindle, etc.), and ePub formats from
the Way of Life web site. See the Free Book tab -
www.wayoflife.org.

We do not allow distribution of this book from other web sites.
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