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FRIDAY  CHURCH  NEWS  NOTES

QUEEN OF SHEBA’S GRAVE DISCOVERED

Though I am not a Mark Driscoll fan, having written 
many warnings about him long before he “fell from 
grace” (e.g., my 2008 book What Is the Emerging 
Church?) I have been puzzled at his downfall. He was 
an extremely popular and influential emerging 
church leader and the senior pastor of Mars Hill, a 
multi-campus megachurch in Seattle that he 
founded, when he resigned under pressure last year. 
Accusations against him include his dictatorial 
pastoral methodology, anger issues, crude language, 
pride, self-promotion, and using church funds to 
promote his books. Though he has publicly repented 
of these things, every time he gets a speaking 
invitation, a small group of dedicated enemies sets 

MARK DRISCOLL, HOWLER MONKEYS, 
AND THE UNISEX SOCIETY

Throughout much of the 19th century, Sheba, the spice kingdom ruled by a queen in Solomon’s day, was 
considered mythical by Bible critics. Since then, the evidence for Sheba’s existence in southern Arabia (modern 
Yemen) has become overwhelming. In the 1950s, Wendell Phillips led the first official archaeological expedition to 
Sheba’s ancient capital, Marib, and found evidence of a sophisticated, idolatrous society. This month I visited the 
“Unearthing Arabia” exhibition at the Sackler Museum in Washington, D.C., which displayed some of the artifacts 
discovered by Phillips. I have also seen ancient artifacts from southern Arabia at the British Museum and the 
Louvre in Paris, as we describe in the book Bible Times and Ancient Kingdoms. Recently, archaeologists from the 
University of Oxford found a tomb outside of Marib that is believed to be that of the Queen of Sheba 
(“Archaeologists Discover Tomb,” World News Daily Report, Feb. 6, 2015). The tomb dates 
to the early 10th century BC, which is the time of Solomon. It contained the skeleton of a 
woman adorned with luxurious jewelry, inscribed clay tablets, and vases still containing 
traces of myrrh and frankincense. Dr. Joseph Lang, head archaeologist of the team, says, 
“The carbon-dating, the location, the inscriptions, the 
characteristics of the skeleton and the nature of the 
artifacts on the site all seem to confirm that the bones are 
indeed those of the famous queen regnant who visited 
Solomon. Many of the inscriptions in the tomb refer to 
‘Bilqis, mqtwyt of Sheba,’ which means Bilkis, high 
chieftess on Sheba.’” The skeleton and artifacts have been 
deposited in the National Museum of Yemen.

continued on page 2...
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MARK DRISCOLL, HOWLER MONKEYS, AND THE UNISEX SOCIETY  ...continued from previous page

up a commotion on social media sites like a bunch of 
howler monkeys, and they have been successful so far 
in getting him blacklisted. But it doesn’t appear to me 
that any of the aforementioned points are the real 
reason. Dictatorial pastoral methodology, anger 
issues, pride, and self-promotion are not uncommon 
to megachurch pastors. As for crude language, the 
emerging church hero Bono is not only crude, he is 
actually foul-mouthed and lives an immoral lifestyle, 
but no one in this crowd is howling at him. As for 
talking too plainly about sex, many of the 
megachurches are guilty of this. Looking more closely 
at the accusations, I suspect that a large part of the 
issue might be Driscoll’s political incorrectness, 
particularly his attacks on the unisex society. 
Consider the points that the howler monkeys raised 
against Driscoll in their recent successful petition to 
have him removed from a Hillsong conference in 
Australia. The points include Driscoll’s “public 
statements against women in leadership,” his belief 
that we are living in a feminized nation, his warnings 
against “feminized men,” and “his ongoing negative 
attitudes toward women, gender non-conforming 
men and gay people” (“Petitioning Hillsong: Remove 
Mark Driscoll from the Hillsong Conference,” 
www.change.org). This is doubtless the heart of the 
issue. The howlers in this case are a group of feminists 
and homosexuals. The unisex movement, which 

began in earnest in the 1960s, was a major factor 
l e ading to t he widespre ad accept ance of 
homosexuality today. There can be no doubt that it 
has resulted in the feminization of men and the 
masculinization of women and has affected American 
society at every level, including the police, the 
military, and the churches. When viewed in the 
context of the history of Western society, there is an 
intimate connection between the social acceptance of 
pants on women in the late twentieth century and the 
acceptance of homosexuality in the early twenty-first. 
Driscoll was one of the few megachurch pastors (if 
not the only one) who spoke plainly against 
unisexuality (though even he didn’t deal with the hot-
button issue of unisex clothing). He railed against the 
sissification of men in his hometown of Seattle and 
tried to teach the men in his congregation how to be 
men. Crude language aside, Driscoll was right about 
the unisex issue and women in church leadership. 
Howler monkeys on social media sites are trying to 
destroy freedom of speech and are doing a good job of 
it. They howl at Chick-Fil-A, Duck Dynasty, Brad 
Pitt’s mom, anyone of influence who says things they 
don’t l ike, par t icularly something against 
homosexuality and homosexual marriage. Another 
group of howlers roars at any scientist courageous 
enough to enunciate support for any type of 
“intelligent design.”  

Speaking in April, Hillary Clinton said that religion must adapt with the times and accept 
abortion on demand. In her keynote address before the World in the World Summit, Mrs. 
Clinton bemoaned the fact that “far too many women are denied access to reproductive 
health care,” saying that “deep-seated cultural codes, religious beliefs and 
structural biases have to be changed” (“Hillary Clinton says religious 
beliefs ‘have to be changed’ on abortion,” The Blaze, Apr. 27, 2015). A 
year ago, Mrs. Clinton told the New York Times that “the Bible was and 
remains the biggest influence on my thinking.” It is impossible to fathom 
where in the Bible she finds support for the murder of unborn children.

HILARY SAYS RELIGION MUST ADAPT 
TO MODERN VIEWS

http://www.change.org
http://www.change.org
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In a full-page ad in the Washington Post on June 10, 
religious leaders asked the Supreme Court not to force 
same sex “marriage” on the states and vowed not to 
obey any such ruling. “We implore this court to not 
step outside of its legitimate authority and unleash 
re l ig ious persecut ion and 
discrimination against people of 
faith. We will be forced to choose 
between the state and our 
conscience, which is informed by 
c lear bibl ica l and church 
doctrine and the natural created 
order. We will not honor any 
decision by the Supreme Court which will force us to 
violate a clear biblical understanding of marriage as 
solely the union of one man and one woman.” Signers 
included Baptists, Protestants, Catholics, and Jews, 
including Franklin Graham, James Dobson, Jerry 
Boykin, Alan Keyes, and Southern Baptist leaders 

Robert Jeffress and Paige Patterson. In our opinion, 
any true Christian involved in the advertisement 
program would have done better to have had some 
special prayer meetings to beseech God rather than to 
have disobeyed Scripture by joining hands with 

unbelievers and heretics in a 
spiritual matter. “Be ye not 
unequally yoked together with 
unbelievers: for what fellowship 
h a t h r i g h t e o u s n e s s w i t h 
unrighteousness? and what 
communion hath light with 
darkness? And what concord 

hath Christ with Belial? or what part hath he that 
believeth with an infidel? And what agreement hath 
the temple of God with idols? for ye are the temple of 
the living God; as God hath said, I will dwell in them, 
and walk in them; and I will be their God, and they 
shall be my people” (2 Corinthians 6:14-16).

RELIGIOUS LEADERS SIGN OPEN LETTER TO THE 
SUPREME COURT ON SAME SEX “MARRIAGE” ISSUE

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CONVENTION 
CONTINUES DECLINE

According to the latest statistics, the Southern 
Baptist Convention is continuing its death spiral, 
with the largest decline in membership last year in 
more than 130 years. The SBC lost nearly a 
quarter of a million members in 2014 and has lost 
800,000 members since 2003. The median age is 
now 54 years old. More than half of the churches 
baptized no “millennials” (roughly ages 12 to 30). 
Baptisms declined by 300,000. The convention 
claims to have about 15.5 million members, but 
that is a meaningless statistic. Most of these 
“members” are nowhere to be found. Sunday 
morning attendance is about 5.6 million, and that 
includes visitors, and the number of those who 
attend Sunday evening or mid-week prayer, 
typically, is much smaller. Ed Stetzer, executive 

director of LifeWay Research, says the decline 
actually started in the 1950s (“As Church Plants 
Grow, Southern Baptists Disappear,” Christianity 
Today, June 12, 2015). I am not surprised, as I 
grew up in SBC churches and they were spiritually 
lukewarm even then. Though there were some 
outstanding saints in the membership, the 
leadership and the congregations as a whole were 
lukewarm at best. At least that is my experience. 
The leaders were hirelings who were more afraid 
of man than God, and the people were in love 
with the world, a thing that God hates. “Ye 
adulterers and adulteresses, know ye not that the 
friendship of the world is enmity with God? 
whosoever therefore will be a friend of the world 
is the enemy of God” (James 4:4).

 We the undersigned have joined together to present our unified message and plea to the Justices of the 
United States Supreme Court regarding the matter of marriage.
 We are Protestant, Catholic, and Orthodox Christian pastors, clergy, lay leaders and Jewish leaders, who 
collectively represent millions of people in our specific churches, parishes, denominations, synagogues and 
media ministry outreaches. Marriage transcends our various theological differences and unites us together in 
one voice.
 We affirm that any judicial opinion which purports to redefine marriage will constitute an unjust law, as 
Martin Luther King Jr. described such laws in his letter from the Birmingham Jail.
 We are Christians who love America and who respect the legitimate rule of law.
 However, we will not honor any decision by the Supreme Court which will force us to violate a clear 
biblical understanding of marriage as solely the union of one man and one woman.
 We affirm that Marriage, as existing solely between one man and one woman, precedes civil government. 
Though affirmed, fulfilled, and elevated by faith, the truth that marriage can exist only between one man and 
one woman is not based solely on religion but on the Natural Law, written on the human heart.
 We implore this Court to not step outside of its legitimate authority and unleash religious persecution and 
discrimination against people of faith. We will be forced to choose between the state and our conscience, 
which is informed by clear biblical and church doctrine and the natural created order.
 On this choice, we must pledge obedience to our Creator. While there are many things we can endure, any 
attempt to redefine marriage is a line we cannot and will not cross.
 The complete Marriage Pledge can be read in its entirety at http://www.defendmarriage.org.  It offers a 
more detailed defense of marriage and further expresses our unified resolve. Tens of thousands of very 
concerned Americans have signed the Marriage Pledge to date.

We ask you not to force us to

between the state and the Laws of God.

Acts 5:29  “But Peter and the apostles answered, We must obey God rather than men.”

Some of the key signers:

An Open Letter 
to the Supreme 
Court Justices of 
the United States

Matt C. Abbott
Catholic Commentator, RenewAmerica, 
Chicago, IL 
Dan Almeter
Counselor, Hope for Wholeness, Spartanburg, 
SC 
Kirby Anderson
Host, Point of View Radio Talk Show, Dallas, 
TX

Terry Barber
Founder, St. Joseph Communication, 
Sycamore, IL
Founder, Lighthouse Catholic Media, 
Sycamore, IL

Pastor Mike Baker
Eastview Christian Church, Normal, IL 
Archbishop Foley Beach
Anglican Church in North America, 
Loganville, GA 
David Benham
Benham Companies, Charlotte, NC 
Jason Benham
Benham Companies, Charlotte, NC 
Ambassador J. Kenneth Blackwell
UN Human Rights Commission
Former U.S. Representative, OH 
Pastor Paul Blair
Fairview Baptist Church, Edmond, OK 
Mitch Boersma
Associate Editor, The Stream 
LTG (Ret.) William “Jerry” Boykin
US Army, Kingdom Warriors, Fayetteville, NC 
Dean R. Broyles, Esq.
President & Chief Counsel, National Center 
for Law and Policy, Escondido, CA 
Kevin Burke
Pastoral Associate, Priests for Life, Staten 
Island, NY, Co-Founder, Rachel’s Vineyard, 
King of Prussia, PA 
Dr. Theresa Burke
Founder, Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries, King of 
Prussia, PA 
Phil Burress
President, Citizens for Community Values 
Action, Cincinnati, OH 
Rabbi Jonathan Cahn
Pastor, Jerusalem Center, Wayne, NJ 
Pastor Barry L. Cameron
Crossroads Christ Church, Grand Prairie, TX 
Fr. Dennis Cooney
Saint Raphael’s Parish, Lehigh Acres, FL 
David Crowe
President, Restore America, Lake Oswego, OR 
Katie D’Annunzio
Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries, King of Prussia, 
PA 
Steve Deace
USA Radio Network, Washington Times, 
Conservative Review 

The Honorable Tom DeLay
Former Majority Leader of the U. S. House of 
Representatives, Sugar Land, TX 
Dr. Alberto M. Delgado
Pastor, Alpha-Omega Baptist Church, Miami, FL 
Dr. James Dobson
Family Talk, Colorado Springs, CO 
Elaine Donnelly
President, Center for Military Readiness, 
Livonia, MI 
Pastor Dan Fisher
Trinity Baptist Church, Yukon, OK
Oklahoma State Representative 
Deacon Keith Fournier
Common Good, Catholic Online
Chesapeake, VA 
Pastor Jim Franklin
Cornerstone Church, Fresno, CA 
Fr. Christopher Gaffrey
Franciscan Friar, Catholic Priest, New York, NY 
Pastor Jim Garlow
Skyline Wesleyan Church, San Diego, CA, 
Founding Director, Pastors Rapid Response 
Team 
Gina Gleason
Executive Director, Faith and Public Policy, 
Los Angeles, CA 
William Franklin Graham III
President  & CEO, Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association (BGEA), Charlotte, NC 
Pastor John Hagee
Cornerstone Church, San Antonio, TX 
Very Rev. Fr. Mousa Haddad
St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church, Palos 
Heights, IL 
Pastor Jack Hibbs
Calvary Chapel, Chino Hills, CA 
Fr. Stephen Imbarrato
Priest Associate, Priests for Life, Staten Island, NY, 
Founder, Defending Life, Albuquerque, NM 
Bishop E. W. Jackson
President, S.T.A.N.D., Chesapeake, VA 
Bishop Harry Jackson, Jr.
Fellowship of International Church, 
Washington, DC 
Fr. Johannes L. Jacobse
St. Peter Orthodox Church, Naples FL 
Pastor Robert Jeffress
First Baptist Church, Dallas, TX 
J. Douglas Johnson
All Saints Orthodox Church, Chicago, IL 
Rev. Gregory Johnson 
Founder and President,, Standing Together, 
Lehi, UT 
Dr. Jerry A. Johnson
President and Chief Executive Officer of the 
National Religious Broadcasters, Washington, DC

Warren Kelley 
President, Point of View Ministries, Dallas, TX 

Bryan Kemper
Stand True Pro-life Youth Outreach, Troy, OH 
Deacon Tim Kennedy
Saint John the Apostle Roman Catholic 
Church, Linden, NJ, Associate, Deacons for 
Life 
Dr. Alan Keyes
Renew America 
Dr. Alveda King
King for America, Priests for Life, Staten 
Island, NY 
Fr. Andrew Kishler
St. George Antiochian Orthodox Church, 
Spring Valley, IL 
Tim Lee
Tim Lee Ministries, Garland, TX  
Pastor Tim Liston
New Hope Church, Manville, TX 
Pastor Gregg Matte
Houston’s First Baptist Church 
Dr. Joseph Mattera
Overseeing Bishop, Christ Covenant Coalition
National Convener of United States Coalition 
of Apostolic Leaders, Brooklyn, NY 
Fr. C. John McCloskey
Catholic Priest, Prelature of Opus Dei
Fellow, Faith and Reason Institute, 
Washington, DC 
Janet Morana
Executive Director, Priests for Life, Staten 
Island, NY, Co-Founder, Silent No More 
Awareness Campaign 
Pastor Robert Morris
Gateway Church, Southlake, TX 
Penny Nance
President, Concerned Women for America, 
Washington, DC 
C. Preston Noell III
President, Tradition, Family, Property, Inc., 
Hanover, PA 
Pastor Carlos Ortiz
Cristo Vive, Miami, FL, South East Vice 
President, National Hispanic Christian 
Leadership Conference, President, Hispanics 
Allied for Israel 
Joe Ortwerth
Executive Director, Missouri Family Policy 
Council, St. Peters, MO 
Dr. Paige Patterson 
President, Southwestern Baptist Theological 
Seminary, Fort Worth, TX 
Fr. Frank Pavone
National Director, Priests for Life, Staten 
Island, NY
President, National Pro-life Religious Council 
Fr. John A. Peck
Preachers Institute, Phoenix, AZ 
Rev. Victor S. Potapov
Rector, Russian Orthodox Cathedral St. John 
the Baptist, Washington DC

 
Fr. Patrick Henry Reardon
All Saints Orthodox Church, Chicago IL 
Jay Richards, Ph.D.
Associate Editor, The Stream 
Pastor Steve Riggle
Grace Church, Houston, TX 
Fr. Malek Rihani
St. Mary Antiochian Orthodox Church, Palos 
Heights, IL 
Rev. James Robison
LIFE Outreach International, Fort Worth, TX
Founder, Stream.org 
Rev. Samuel Rodriguez
President, Hispanic Evangelical Association
Pastor, New Season Christian Worship Center, 
Sacramento, CA 
Jesse Romero
Catholic Evangelist, Radio Host, Sylmar, CA 
Pastor Dudley Rutherford
Shepherd of the Hills, Porter Ranch, CA 
Pastor Rick Scarborough
Vision America Action, Nacogdoches, TX 
Pastor Steve Smothermon
Legacy Church, Albuquerque, NM 
Rabbi Aryeh Spero
Caucus for America, Canton, OH 
Mat Staver
Liberty Counsel, Orlando, FL

Pastor David Stone
Southeast Christian Church, Louisville, KY

Vinson Synan, PhD
Dean Emeritus, Regent University School of 
Divinity, Virginia Beach, VA 
Fr. Josiah Trenham
St. Andrew Orthodox Church, Riverside, CA
Founder, Patristic Nectar Publications
Adjunct Professor of Theology, St. Katherine 
College, Encinitas, CA 
Archpriest Alexander F. C. Webster Ph.D.
Rector, St. Herman of Alaska Russian 
Orthodox Church, Stafford, VA 
Pastor Dave Welch
U. S. Pastor Council, Houston, TX 
Fr. John Whiteford
St. Jonah Orthodox Church, Spring, TX
President, Houston Orthodox Clergy 
Fr. Denis G. Wilde, OSA
Associate Director, Priests for Life, Staten 
Island, NY 
Rev. Don Wildmon
Founder and Chairman, American Family 
Association, Tupelo, MS 
Tim Wildmon
President, American Family Association, 
Tupelo, MS 
Pastor Fred Wolfe
Luke 4:18 Fellowship, Mobile, AL

For more information, contact Common Good Foundation 757-620-1615 | Liberty Counsel 800-671-1776 | Vision America Action 866-522-5582
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CONCLUSION

The Friday Church News Notes is designed for use in churches and is published by Way of Life Literature’s Fundamental Baptist 
Information Service. Unless otherwise stated, the Notes are written by David Cloud. Of necessity we quote from a wide variety 
of sources, but this obviously does not imply an endorsement. We trust that our readers will not be discouraged. It is God’s will 
that we know the times (1 Ch. 12:32; Mat. 16:3) and that we be as wise as serpents and harmless as doves. The News Notes 
remind us that the hour is very late, and we need to be ready for the Lord’s coming. Are you sure that you are born again? Are 
you living for Christ? “And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let 
us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and 
wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof ” (Rom. 13:11-14). This material is sent only to those who personally subscribe to the Fundamental Baptist 
Information Service mailing list. To SUBSCRIBE, go to http://www.wayoflife.org/wayoflife/subscribe.html.  TO 
UNSUBSCRIBE OR CHANGE ADDRESSES, go to the very bottom of any email received from us and click "Manage My 
Subscription." Way of Life Literature, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 48061, 866-295-4143, fbns@wayoflife.org.

BEFORE VACCINES
I don’t worship modern science, but I do thank the 
Lord for what it has accomplished in medicine. 
Antibiotics and vaccinations alone have prevented 
millions of premature deaths. Before vaccinations, 
small pox caused two million deaths a year. Polio 
paralyzed 1,000 children a day in America alone. Just 
60 years ago, hospital wards were fitted with frightful 
“iron lung” machines in an attempt to keep children 
alive after polio had paralyzed their respiratory 
systems. Whooping cough vaccination is believed to 
save a half million deaths per year. More than 60,000 
still die of whooping cough annually in places where 
the vaccine is not used. Called the 100 day cough, a 
person may cough so hard they break ribs. The 
disease spreads easily. After their infant son died of 
whooping cough in Australia in March 2015, Greg 
and Catherine Hughs urged parents to immunize 
their children so the disease doesn’t spread. Before 
vaccinations, diphtheria was another fearful cause of 
illness and death in young children. More than 
15,000 died of it in America in 1921. Zero died in 
2004. Vaccination also protects from the terrible 
disease of tetanus, which causes spasms so severe that 
bone fractures may occur. About 10% of those who 
are infected die. Tetanus still causes 59,000 deaths per 
year, but only in those who aren’t vaccinated. 
Meningitis caused 171,000 deaths worldwide before 
vaccination. Dr. Paul Offit observes, “Before 
vaccines, ... rubella (German measles) would cause as 
many as twenty thousand babies to be born blind, 
deaf, or mentally disabled; polio would permanently 

paralyze fifteen thousand children and kill a 
thousand; mumps would be a common cause of 
deafness; and a bacterium called Haemophilus 
influenzae type b (Hib) would cause hundreds of 
children to die of suffocation from epiglottitis--no 
different than being smothered by a pillow. In the 
developed world, vaccines have completely or 
virtually eliminated these diseases” (Offit, Do You 
Believe in Magic? p. 138).
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