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The following is excerpted from Todd Starnes, 
“Bakers Face $135,000 Fine,” Fox News, Apr. 26, 
2015: “The owners of an Oregon bakery learned 
Friday that there is a severe price to pay for following 
their Christian faith. A judge for the Oregon Bureau 
of Labor and Industries (BOLI) recommended a 
lesbian couple should receive $135,000 in damages 
for their emotional suffering after Sweet Cakes by 
Melissa refused to make them a wedding cake.   As a 
result--Aaron and Melissa Klein could lose 
everything they own--including their home. The 
Oregonian reports the recommended penalty is not 
final and could be raised or lowered by State Labor 
Commissioner Brad Avakian. The controversy 
started in 2013 when Aaron Klein declined to 
provide a cake for a lesbian wedding. Later that year, 

the women filed a complaint against Klein and his 
wife, Melissa. ... Within hours of the ruling, the 
Fam i ly R e s e arch C ou nc i l f a c i l i t ate d t he 
establishment of a GoFundMe account to help the 
Kleins raise the money they need. In less than eight 
hours, more than $100,000 was raised. However, late 
Friday GoFundMe pulled the plug--sending this 
message to would-be donors: ‘After careful review by 
our team, we have found the Support Sweet Cakes By 
Melissa campaign to be in violation of our Terms and 
Conditions,’ the message read. ‘The money raised 
thus far will still be made available for withdrawal.’ ... 
Samaritan's Purse, a Christian ministry run by 
Franklin Graham, has stepped up and offered to raise 
funds for the embattled Christian couple at its web 
site.”

FRIDAY  CHURCH  NEWS  NOTES

continued on next page...

CHRISTIAN BAKER FINED AN 
OUTRAGEOUS $135,000

I have been told by various preachers that Pastor Paul Chappell has said that using Hillsong’s music four years 
ago was an accident. I am puzzled by that, because the following clip is of Lancaster Baptist Church, Lancaster, 
California, performing the Hillsong piece “Cornerstone” last month for their Easter special. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar1EiJsz1ms
The next clip is Hillsong performing the “real thing” as it was written to be performed in a contemporary setting. 
Hillsong is one of the most radical charismatic, ecumenical outfits, and they know how to put on a contemporary 
worship service like few others. Lancaster needs to stop playing around with this stuff and really get into it. If you 
are going to go with contemporary worship, you should go “whole hog.” 

LANCASTER 
PERFORMING 
CONTEMPORARY 
SONGS BY 
CHARISMATIC AND 
ROMAN CATHOLIC 
ROCKERS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar1EiJsz1ms
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ar1EiJsz1ms
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LANCASTER PERFORMING CONTEMPORARY SONGS ...continued from previous page

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izrk-erhDdk
In January this year, Mark Rasmussen, Jr., performed “Lord, I Need 
You” by the Roman Catholic contemporary musician Matt Maher and 
posted it to YouTube. Rasmussen is the son of the Vice President of 
West Coast Baptist College and has long had a prominent role in the 
Lancaster Baptist Church choir. Mark represents many young people 
at Lancaster/West Coast who are going beyond the boundaries that 
Pastor Chappell has allowed in the church services. This is inevitable. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CcqnOfVfqg
Matt Maher prays to Mary, trusts in her intercession, and believes that 
the consecrated wafer of the Catholic mass is Jesus. Calling himself a 
musical missionary, he has the objective of creating unity between Catholics and Protestants. I would ask this: Is 
Maher singing about the same “Lord” as the Bible-believing Christian? If a young independent Baptist wants to 
sing about his dependence on the Lord, which is a commendable thing, why would he choose “Lord, I Need You” 
by a contemporary Roman Catholic bridge builder rather than something like the traditional hymn “I Need Thee 
Every Hour”? Too many Bible-believing Baptists are following their emotions and their vanity and their crowd 
and their pragmatism (e.g., build bigger churches, sell more books, don’t offend the popular leaders, keep the 
focus on soul winning, don’t cause division, etc.) rather than the Spirit of Truth. 

WOMAN RAISED BY HOMOSEXUAL COUPLE 
SPEAKS OUT AGAINST “GAY MARRIAGE”

The following is excerpted from “Charles 
Moore: Gay Rights Sharia Has Silenced 
Common Sense,” Breitbart.com, Mar. 22, 2015: 
“In a letter published by The  Federalist, 
addressed to the gay community, Heather 
Barwick, a former gay marriage activist, 
wrote:  ‘I’m writing to you because I’m letting 
myself out of the closet: I don’t support gay 
marriage. But it might not be for the reasons 
that you think. It’s not because you’re gay. I love 
you, so much. It’s because of the nature of the 
same-sex relationship itself. Growing up, and 
even into my 20s, I supported and advocated for 
gay marriage. It’s only with some time and 
distance from my childhood that I’m able to 
reflect on my experiences and recognize the 
long-term consequences that same-sex 

parenting had on me. And it’s only now, as I 
watch my children loving and being loved by 
their father each day, that I can see the beauty 
and wisdom in traditional marriage and 
parenting.’ For her troubles, Barwick predictably 
received a hate-filled backlash...”

Heather Barwick

Too many Bible-believing Baptists 
are following their emotions and 

their vanity and their crowd and 
their pragmatism rather than the 

Spirit of Truth.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izrk-erhDdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=izrk-erhDdk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CcqnOfVfqg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-CcqnOfVfqg
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I GO TO PREPARE A PLACE FOR YOU
“Our blessed Lord promised His people: ‘I go to 
prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a 
place for you, I will come again, and receive you 
unto Myself; that where I am, there ye may be 
also’ (John 14:2-3). We know the way by which He 
went to the Father. He might have ascended at any 
time during His peerless and holy life to His home 
in heaven, but it would have been alone. In the 
language of the Hebrew servant who refused to go 
out free, He said, ‘I love my wife, and my children, I 
will not go out free’ (Ex. 21:5). So He was, as it were, 
pierced to the door-post, in the devotedness of His 
love. In other words, He ascended to the Father by 

way of Calvary; it was through death that He would 
go--crucified, and ‘raised up from the dead by the 
glory of the Father’ (Rom. 6:4). Thus He laid the 
eternal and righteous foundation of that home 
where sin can never enter, and which judgment will 
never shake. ... Oh, how much was involved in those 
two brief words, ‘I go.’ They meant Gethsemane and 
Calvary--the judgment of God first, and then the 
glory. Thus the place was prepared. He who was cut 
off from the presence of God for our sins has won 
the title to enter eternal glory and claim it for every 
sinner who trusts in Him” (Samuel Ridout, Lectures 
on the Tabernacle).

The following is excerpted from “Majority of Dutch Docs,” 
OneNewsNow, May 1, 2015: “A new survey reveals that 52 percent of 
Dutch euthanasia doctors would kill their dementia patients. 
Euthanasia in the Netherlands is alive and well, as the deadly practice 
has quickly spread into the medical field, with more than half of 
Dutch physicians specializing in euthanasia indicating that they 
would consider approving the fatal injection for their demented 
patients. With a population of just under 17 million--less than 
California, Texas, Florida or New York--the Netherlands has what 
many consider an alarmingly high number of Support Consultation 
Euthanasia Network Netherlands (SCEN) doctors. Approximately 82 
percent of all SCEN physicians in the Netherlands--or 54--
participated in the survey, which was divulged at an academic 
symposium taking place at Amsterdam’s VUmc Free University last 
week, ensuring that its results provide an accurate representation of 
the predominant mindset behind the nation’s medical system. SCEN 
doctors are an increasing breed in the Netherlands with a very 

tactical purpose. ‘SCEN doctors … can be called upon by family 
doctors who face a euthanasia request and who need help with the procedure, specialized and independent 
advice as to whether their patient should “benefit” according to the requirements for “careful” euthanasia, or a 
second opinion as prescribed by the Dutch euthanasia law,’ LifeSiteNews reports. However, the so-called ‘careful’ 
measures are reportedly only applied once patients’ lives are already claimed by the lethal procedure.”

MAJORITY OF DUTCH DOCTORS WOULD 
EUTHANIZE DEMENTIA PATIENTS
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CONCLUSION

The Friday Church News Notes is designed for use in churches and is published by Way of Life Literature’s Fundamental Baptist 
Information Service. Unless otherwise stated, the Notes are written by David Cloud. Of necessity we quote from a wide variety 
of sources, but this obviously does not imply an endorsement. We trust that our readers will not be discouraged. It is God’s will 
that we know the times (1 Ch. 12:32; Mat. 16:3) and that we be as wise as serpents and harmless as doves. The News Notes 
remind us that the hour is very late, and we need to be ready for the Lord’s coming. Are you sure that you are born again? Are 
you living for Christ? “And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our salvation 
nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let 
us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and 
wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof ” (Rom. 13:11-14). This material is sent only to those who personally subscribe to the Fundamental Baptist 
Information Service mailing list. To SUBSCRIBE, go to http://www.wayoflife.org/wayoflife/subscribe.html.  TO 
UNSUBSCRIBE OR CHANGE ADDRESSES, go to the very bottom of any email received from us and click "Manage My 
Subscription." Way of Life Literature, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 48061, 866-295-4143, fbns@wayoflife.org.

One of the many ways that rap 
or hip hop music has eroded the 
moral fiber of society is its 
blasphemy. Kanye West, who 
claims to be a Christian, 
appeared as a thorn-crowned 
Jesus on the cover of Rolling 
Stone in 2006. His 2013 album 
was titled Yeezus, which is a play 
on West’s nickname Yeezy and 
the name Jesus. The cover art 
depicts West being crowned 
king by angels. In the song “I Am 
a God,” he raps, “I just talked to Jesus, and he said, 
‘What up, Yeezus?” The Book of Zeezus: A Bible for 
the Modern Day is a version of the book of Genesis 
that replaces every mention of God with the 
rapper’s name. Jay-Z mocks Jehovah God as “Hova” 
and calls himself “Jay-Hova.” In the song “Amen,” 
Meek Mills mockingly thanks God for all sorts of 
immoral things and likens the church to 
fornication. Lil B has an alter ego called “Based 
God.” In “I’m the Devil,” he sings, “I’m Satan, I 
make deals and death wishes/ I hate Based God, 
want to put him on the guest list.” Lil B is depicted 
crucified on a cross on the cover of his Angels 
Exodus album. In “Sandwiches,” Tyler the Creator 

(Tyler Okonma) curses the 
church and sings, “You told me 
God has the answer/ When I ask 
him for ----, I get no answer, so 
God is the cancer.” In another 
song, he says that the devil is his 
father. On “Live at the Barbeque,” 
Main Source sings, “When I was 
twelve/ I went to hell for snuffing 
Jesus.” On “Deadly Combination 
(Remix),” Tupac Shakur (2Pac) 
and Notorious B.I.G. cursed 

Jehovah and sang about raping and 
killing Mary. Tupac also appeared on a cross on the 
cover of his Makaveli album. (Tupac was shot to 
death in 1996 at age 25, and Notorious B.I.G. was 
shot to death in 1997 at age 24.) The blasphemous 
rap song “Deadly Combination” appeared on Big L’s 
album The Big Picture. Big L sang about raping 
Christ in “Danger Zone.” Another Big L album was 
titled Return of the Devil’s Son. (Big L was shot to 
death in 1999 at age 23.) On “Pearly Gates,” 50 Cent 
sang about going to the pearly gates and having “a 
beef ” with the “Boss Man” and beating “his only 
Son.” In spite of their blasphemy, these rappers have 
been highly acclaimed and their records have sold 
by the millions.

RAPPER BLASPHEMY
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