
 VOLUME 10, ISSUE 24                WAY OF LIFE LITERATURE
 JUNE 12, 2009


 PAGE 1

Friday Church News Notes
The Emerging Church’s Female God

The following is excerpted from “American Christian Convert Flees,” Worthy News, April 23, 
2009: “A well known American scholar who converted from Islam to Christianity has 
interrupted his tour in the Netherlands because of death threats, an organizer said Wednesday, 
April 22. Mark A. Gabriel left Monday, April 20, after the United States Federal Bureau of 
Investigation (FBI) advised him to leave Europe, said Jewish-Christian pastor Ben Kok, who 
accompanied him to Amsterdam Schiphol Airport. The 51-year-old Islam critic was to have 
stayed till at least April 25. ... Gabriel, which is not his real name, grew up as a Muslim in 
Egypt. However he reportedly became disappointed in Islam while working as a teacher and 
imam at Cairo’s Al-Azhar University. After he became a Christian, Gabriel fled to the United 
States where he received asylum. It comes amid mounting concerns about the growing 
influence of Muslim extremism in Europe.”

Christianity Today, which has been a 
p rominen t vo ice o f the New 
Evangelical movement since it was 
founded by Billy Graham in the 
1950s, represents evangelicalism’s 
love for Western pop culture. The 
magazine regularly gives positive 
reviews of raunchy music and movies. 
Consider its review of the movie 
“Drag Me to Hell,” a horror flick that 
features spell casting and souls being 
dragged to hell and the heroine 
attempting to find redemption through 
an occult séance. After admitting that 
the movie is “a relentless, nonstop, 
inescapable journey into darkness,” 
that it features “graphic violence and 
terrifying imagery,” and that “the 
PG-13 rating may seem too mild,” CT 
still says that it offers a “satisfying 
experience” and that it might be 
“worth the ride” (review by Annie 
Young Frisbie, CT, May 29, 2009). 
The Bible, on the other hand, sounds 
the following clear warning, “And 
have no fellowship with the unfruitful 
works of darkness, but rather reprove 
them” (Ephesians 5:11).

EVANGELICALS IN LOVE 
WITH VILE POP CULTUREPhyllis Tickle, an Episcopalian lay “Eucharistic minister and lector” and a 

Senior Fellow at Cathedral College at the liberal Washington National 
Cathedral, is an influential voice in the emerging church and the 

contemplative prayer movement. Tickle promotes 
non-verbal contemplative praying. She says, “The 
whole business of entering prayer WITHOUT 
THE VEHICLE OF WORDS is very important, 
for it allows the spirit to flow freely with the spirit 
of God, and does not have to articulate what is 
happen ing un t i l one comes ou t f rom 
prayer” (“Praying in Color: A Conversation with 
friends and authors Sybil MacBeth and Phyllis 
Tickle,” http://www.explorefaith.org/books/
macbeth.html). Wordless meditation is not 
biblical prayer; it is a pagan practice that is a 

recipe for demonic deception. Those who practice it are invariably led into 
heresies. It should not be surprising, then, that Tickle believes in a female 
God and calls the Holy Spirit “he or she or it.” She teaches that by 
partaking of the Lord’s Supper the believer is feeding God and 
reinvigorating the Holy Spirit, whatever that means. Speaking at Rob Bell’s 
Mars Hill Bible Church in Grand Rapids, Michigan, she said: “God is both 
male and female. God is both father and mother. ...  There is more than one 
thing under the name of God, and it is both male and female. ... As we are 
about to do that [take the Lord’s supper], let us remember what we are 
doing. We not only celebrate that death and that promise of return, but we 
are feeding by eating God--which is what we are doing here--by eating the 
body and blood of our God, we are feeding the God within us. For as we 
take those elements the Spirit also feeds within us and is reinvigorated as 
he or she or it is by our faith” (Tickle, “A Treasure We Don’t Understand,” 
May 3, 2009). Phyllis Tickle,  Rob Bell, Brian McLaren, and that crowd are 
worshipping idols. The Shack,  a popular book in emerging circles, also 
depicts God as a woman. 

DEATH THREATS FORCE ISLAM CRITIC TO FLEE NETHERLANDS
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The Friday Church News Notes is designed for use in churches and is published by Way of Life Literature’s 
Fundamental Baptist Information Service. Unless otherwise stated, the Notes are written by David Cloud. Of necessity 
we quote from a wide variety of sources, but this obviously does not imply an endorsement. For instructions on how to 
unsubscribe to this list or to change mailing addresses, please consult the information paragraph at the end.

Cross Pointe Church, Duluth, Georgia, hosted an environmental conference May 13-15. Jonathan Merritt, who serves on the 
staff of the mega-church under his father, James, is a lead organizer of the conference and national spokesman for the 
Southern Baptist Environmental and Climate Change Initiative. In March 2008 they issued a declaration criticizing the 
Southern Baptist Convention for being “too timid on issues of the environment and climate change” (“SBC Official 
Applauds Environmental Conference,” Associated Baptist Press, May 18, 2009). It was signed by current SBC president 
Johnny Hunt. A member of the SBC’s’ Ethics & Religious Liberty Commission, Barrett Duke, 
commended the conference for saying that “climate change is important” and confessed that he hasn’t 
done all that he should or could to care for the earth. He congratulated the conference for trying to find 
“a way to bring all of God’s people together in an effort that really does matter.” James Merritt, a 
former president of the SBC, told the conference that he is a convert to the concept of creation care. He 
said, “We ought to motivate every follower of Christ in the church to be at the forefront of creation 
care” (“Former SBC President Embraces,” Associated Baptist Press, May 18, 2009). In 2008, Jonathan 
Merritt told the press that one of his professors at Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary made the 
statement “that when we destroy creation, which is God’s revelation, it is no different than tearing a 
page out of the Bible” (“Baptists: No Change on Climate Change,” WorldNetDaily, March 13, 2008). 
Merritt said that this statement inspired him to launch the campaign to produce stronger action within 
the Southern Baptist Convention against climate change. What I find interesting here is not this 
misguided seminarian’s actions but the fact that he was inspired by a heretical statement by one of his professors. Scripture 
does say that God speaks through creation, that it is a light to mankind (Romans 1:20; Psalm 19:1-6). But it nowhere likens 
creation to the Bible or even hints that to “destroy creation,” whatever that might mean, would be like ripping pages from 
the Bible. That is truly preposterous. Further, to say that if we don’t buy into the mythical global warming frenzy that we are 
destroying creation and/or sinning against God is even more preposterous. What Merritt needs to do is get busy obeying 
what Jesus Christ explicitly told us to do, which is “preach the gospel to every creature,” and that does not mean the trees! 
And what Southeastern Seminary needs to do is find out that teacher’s name and fire him. The fact is that Southern Baptist 
seminaries are full of heresies.

SOUTHERN BAPTIST CHURCH HOSTS ENVIRONMENTAL CONFERENCE

The following testimony is by the late Lee Roberson, pastor of Highland Park Baptist Church and founder of Tennessee 
Temple Bible College. When I attended Temple in the 1970s, the church had annual missions’ conferences featuring as 
many as 100 missionaries and gave half of its income to missionary work. Roberson led Highland Park Baptist Church 
out of the Southern Baptist Convention and taught the people to support missionaries directly. 
Today it is back in the convention and is only a shadow of what it once was, both spiritually and 
numerically. Roberson said: “In my first year at the Highland Park Baptist Church, we had one 
missionary. The blessings of God came down upon us, and many were saved. As we kept on 
preaching the Gospel at home, we were driven to a deeper concern for the rest of the world. So we 
began putting on missionaries with support of them through the regular offerings of the church and 
by special offerings on Sunday evening and Wednesday evening. We saw scores of our young 
people volunteer for missionary work. During my fortieth year at Highland Park [1982], we were 
giving support to 565 missionaries in all parts of the world. Fifty percent of the church’s offerings 
went to home and foreign missions. Every need of the church was met, and every building was 
paid for. At home we were seeing the salvation of hundreds. People were happy and the blessings 
of God were upon us. Obey God! Don’t question. Don’t procrastinate! Don’t quibble! Obey God! 
Obedience brings manifold blessings. Let your love for the Lord and for your home and for the lost 
of the world lead you to confident,  cheerful giving.” The Lord Jesus gave the following promise, “Give, and it shall be 
given unto you; good measure, pressed down, and shaken together, and running over, shall men give into your bosom. For 
with the same measure that ye mete withal it shall be measured to you again” (Luke 6:38).

GOD’S BLESSING ON MISSIONS GIVING
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THE EUROPEAN UNION AND ROME’S MARY

The following is excerpted from the excellent book The 
European Union and the Supra-Religion by Robert 
Congdon (Congdon Min is t r ies , 2007 , h t tp : / /
w w w . i n t e r n e t b i b l e i n s t i t u t e . c o m, 
robertcongdon@bellsouth.net). “[T]he European Union’s 
flag ... is described as having a blue background, portraying 
the sky over the western world, and upon this ‘sky’  is a 
‘circle of gold stars [which] represents solidarity and 
harmony between the peoples of Europe. ...  a spokesman 
for the European Union ‘pointed out that the circle of 
twelve stars was a Christian symbol representing the Virgin 
Mary’s halo.’ ... Leon Marchal offered an understanding of 
the twelve stars when he said that they symbolized ‘the 
woman of the Apocalypse’ of Revelation 12. When the 
flag’s designer, Arsene Heitz of Strasbourg, was questioned 
regarding the interpretation of the flag’s design, he 
indicated that he based his design upon the iconography of 
the image of the Immaculate Conception of Mary as seen in 
Paris’ Rue du Bac. [There] on November 27, 1830, 
Catherine Laboure had an apparition of Mary standing on a 
globe of the world while crushing a snake’s head with her 
feet. Around her head were twelve stars. ... In 1955, Heitz 

was inspired to use the stars in his flag’s design while 
reading a description of the apparition. The symbol of 
twelve stars is linked with the Roman Catholic doctrine of 
the Immaculate Conception of Mary. ... In 1309, the 
Vatican consecrated Europe to the Virgin Mary and placed 
it under her patronage. More recently, on four separate 
occasions the late Pope John Paul II consecrated ‘the world 
to our Lady.’  In Gibraltar is the shrine of ‘Our Lady of 
Europe.’ The EU recently granted one-half of the total cost 
of the shrine’s restoration. In 1979, Pope Paul II officially 
approved Mary’s title as ‘Our Lady of Europe’ and 
transferred her feast day to May 5, to coincide with Europe 
Day. On this occasion, the Pope expressed the Dream of 
Europe and how it might be achieved by saying that 
‘...under the patronage of Mary, the human family will be 
drawn ever more closely into fraternal unity and peaceful 
coexistence’” (Robert Congdon, The European Union and 
the Supra-Religion, pp. 190-200; for documentation of the 
quoted statements see the book).

http://www.internetbibleinstitute.com
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CONCLUSION: The Friday Church News Notes is designed for use in churches and is published by Way of Life Literature’s 
Fundamental Baptist Information Service. Unless otherwise stated, the Notes are written by David Cloud. Of necessity we quote 
from a wide variety of sources, but this  obviously does not imply an endorsement. We trust that our readers will not be discouraged. 
It is God’s will  that we know the times (1 Ch. 12:32; Mat. 16:3) and that we be as wise as serpents and harmless as doves. The 
News Notes remind us that the hour is very late, and we need to be ready for the Lord’s coming. Are you sure that you are born 
again? Are you living for Christ?  “And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now is our 
salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, 
and let us put on the armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and drunkenness, not in chambering and 
wantonness, not in strife and envying. But put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil  the lusts 
thereof” (Rom. 13:11-14). This material is sent only to those who personally subscribe to the Fundamental Baptist Information 
Service mailing list. To SUBSCRIBE, UNSUBSCRIBE, or CHANGE ADDRESSES go to http://www.wayoflife.org/wayoflife/
subscribe.html. Way of Life Literature, P.O. Box 610368, Port Huron, MI 48061, 866-295-4143, fbns@wayoflife.org.

SOME INDEPENDENT BAPTISTS REPLACING 
ARMOR FOR PAJAMAS 

The following note by Pastor Buddy Smith of Malanda, Queensland 
<smiletex@bigpond.net.au>, was mailed out with the May 2009 issue of O 
Timothy in Australia. Pastor Smith is addressing the magazine’s lead article 
entitled “Institute for Creation Science and the Essence of New Evangelical 
Compromise.” -- “I believe Bro. Cloud has identified and addressed a vital 
issue in the lead article in the O Timothy this month. As an observer of 
Independent Baptist churches here in Australia for many years, I have seen 
an increasing trend toward our churches becoming ‘evangelical’ instead of 
‘fundamental.’  We are losing the militancy we once had in our preaching. 
Very seldom do we hear sermons about Hell or worldliness or rock music. 
More and more we are hearing ‘self help’ sermons with outlines on ‘twelve 
steps’ to better mental health and self image, etc. Many of the older men in 
our pulpits will readily admit that they observe a softening tendency among 
the men in the ministry. We see men adding lots of padding inside their 
armour so that it will be easier to wear. And then they disguise their armour 
with trendy advertising (for Neo-evangelicals’ books and DVD’s?) or with 
camouflage so that it doesn’t look like armour anymore. And then finally, 
the armour is replaced by the pajamas and slippers designed by John Calvin 
and Co. Because so many of our pastors have embraced this approach, our 
churches are increasingly indistinguishable from the Purpose Driven, New 
Evangelical social clubs you find in the major denominations here in 
Australia. The Institute of Creation Research is not the only parachurch 
organisation that is distancing itself from those who have supported it from 
its inception. Creation Ministries International (CMI), as well, recently 
printed an article in one of its mailouts letting people know that they did not 
wish to be identified with fundamentalists. When parachurch organisations 
do this, we are not too surprised, but when Independent Baptist churches 
distance themselves from their roots in militant fundamentalism, we are 
well on our way to becoming something other than Independent Baptists. 
We need to put our armour back on and sharpen our Swords. The enemy is 
pressing the attack like never before and we must lift up a banner against 
him.”
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