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O Timothy
“Keep that which is committed to thy trust...”
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Digging in the Walls: A month’s worth
of news items, republished from Friday
Church News Notes. Page 13.

“I believe that it is dishonest to hide one’s warn-
ings behind generalities, innuendo, and strange
metaphors. It is a lack of biblical candor. Further,
by this tactic, the preacher can always deny whom
he is targeting. Is that not cowardly and disingen-
uous? Those who speak about spiritual dangers in
vague generalities lack love for the Lord’s sheep.
If there really are piranhas in our midst, we need
to know exactly where and who they are!”  Page 8.

A TRIBUTE TO A FAITHFUL PASTOR
“Beloved, when I gave all diligence to write unto you of the
common salvation, it was needful for me to write unto you, and
exhort you that ye should earnestly contend for the faith which
was once delivered unto the saints” (Jude 1:3).

Recently Pastor Roger Voegtlin retired as senior pastor of
Fairhaven Baptist Church in Chesterton, Indiana, and as head
of Fairhaven Baptist College.

I have known of Pastor Voegtlin since the 1980s, and I have
known him personally for about 20 years. But it has only been
in the last few years that I have gotten to know him very well,
and the more I have gotten to know him, the better I have
appreciated and loved him.

He founded Fairhaven Baptist Church in 1970, and it has
prospered under God’s blessing. Thousands of souls have been
saved and lives changed for the glory of Christ.

I have seen the fruit personally. These days the church has a
large number of young families who are raising their children

for Christ. These children are the third generation of Pastor and
Sister Voegtlin’s ministry.

On my last visit to Fairhaven (March 2015), I talked with an
older gentlemen who is a longtime member of the church. As
one of my passions these days is “keeping the next generation”
and youth discipleship, we were discussing that topic. He said
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that he moved to that area decades ago and purchased a house
about an hour and a half (if I remember correctly) from
Fairhaven Baptist Church. Only after purchasing the house
did he attend Fairhaven and realize that God wanted him to
join the church and raise his young family there. Instead of
dismissing the Lord’s leading by arguing that he had already
purchased a house and that this move would not be convenient,
he determine to obey. He put his house on the market and
began commuting to every service from that long distance. If
I remember correctly, the house didn’t sell for a couple of
years, but the family continued to make the drive three or four
times a week until they could relocate. His children grew up
in the church and in the church’s Christian school. They were
saved and devoted their lives to Christ, and now they are
raising this man’s grandchildren, a third generation, for the
Lord at the same church. He pointed out to me his children
and their children, and it was a thrill, as always, to see multiple
generations serving Christ.

Fairhaven has had a lot of fruit of this caliber, and it is the
product of the labor of a great many people, but all of it was
accomplished under Pastor Voegtlin’s leadership and
oversight.

Everyone who knows me knows that I am not a hero
worshipper, and Pastor Voegtlin is the first to admit that he is
not perfect, but I am convinced that the late Dr. Lee
Roberson’s dictum is true that “everything rises and falls on
leadership.” Godly fruit does not come from a rotten tree.
Every believer has spots in his spiritual tree, which is why the
business of putting off the old man and putting on the new is
a continuous process, but the predominant character of the tree
will be evident by its fruit.

One of the many things I have come to appreciate about Pastor
Voegtlin is the fact that he is a warrior. He is not any kind of
pacifist. He is not a politician, as so many prominent
independent Baptists are. Most of them will speak as if they are
genuinely bold for the truth, but they know how to “play the
game” so as not to offend the big names and rock the boat. In
fact, most of them know how not to offend their own church
members.

Pastor Voegtlin doesn’t believe in the popular principle that it
is wrong to point out serious error in a fellow Baptist preacher
and ministry. As far back as 1989, he preached a scathing
sermon warning about Jack Hyles’ sins and errors entitled “Why
I Am Not 100% for Jack Hyles.” Seeing that Hyles was the most
prominent Independent Baptist preacher at the time and was yet
bringing shame to the cause of Christ, every independent Baptist
preacher in the country should have joined his voice in approval
with that sermon and its carefully documented facts. A few did,
but most kept silent, demonstrating either spiritual pacifism and
cowardliness or a lack of spiritual discernment and conviction.

Pastor Voegtlin hasn’t just given lip service to separation. He
has practiced it in the church and school. He has campaigned
for it, and he has not weakened in his convictions as he has
gotten older, as so many have, even having conferences in
recent years focusing on biblical separation, both separation
from the world and ecclesiastical separation. That is
exceedingly rare today. For many years, Fairhaven required that
its students read O Timothy magazine to be informed of
separation issues. I can count on less than the fingers of one
hand the number of Independent Baptist Bible colleges today
that fly the flag of biblical separation and are training their
students in separation issues properly and are willing to apply
separation to their relationships with compromising independent
Baptists.

Doubtless one reason why America is no longer the “land of
the free and the home of the brave” is the lack of bravery in the
pulpits.

Pastor and Mrs. Voegtlin have moved to Idaho to help start a
new church. That new plant has not yet begun, as the
missionary, Daniel McDonald, is still raising support. In the
meanwhile, Pastor Voegtlin told me recently that they are
building a house, attending church in Jackson, Wyoming,
knocking doors on visitation, and doing some preaching here
and there.

I don’t know how much Bro. Voegtlin wants to travel these
days, but pastors reading this might pray about inviting him to
speak. He has decades of experience and will be a blessing to
you.

You can contact Pastor Roger Voegtlin at sjvtitan@outlook.com

mailto:fbns@wayoflife.org
mailto:fbns@wayoflife.org
http://www.wayoflife.org
http://www.wayoflife.org
http://www.wayoflife.org
mailto:sjvtitan@outlook.com


W A Y O F L I F E L I T E R A T U R E

1 Timothy 6:20,21 3

child’s heart. Not only must you get the heart of the child, you
must keep the heart of the child. ... I can hear someone say,
‘Pastor, I knew a Christian family where there were three
children and two of the kids grew up to serve the Lord and
one was a horrible rebel.’ The answer is here; the parent did
not have the heart of the rebel or he did not keep the heart of
the rebel. ... You have to get the child’s heart! The problem in
every spiritual problem is the heart! Parents, rebellion begins
in the heart. Children’s lives wander because their heart
wanders. ... The one who has the child’s heart will eventually
have his life and his loyalty” (Rearing Spiritual Children, pp.
70, 72).

Following are some of the ways that a child’s heart is stolen
from the parent:

1. The heart can be stolen by parental hypocrisy.

When parents are hypocritical and do not walk sincerely
with the Lord in the home, the children become discouraged
and frustrated and they are easy targets for the devil. We
have dealt with this in the chapter on “The Home:
Consistent Christian Living.”

2. The heart can be stolen by an unwholesome husband-
wife relationship.

As we have said, one of the most important things a father
can do for his children is to love his wife, and one of the
most important things a mother can do for her children is
to love her husband. One respondent observed,

“Having a loving relationship that is ongoing with your wife
helps keep the children’s hearts. When the children see that,
they know they have a place of security. Giving your spouse
love and affection in front of the children is a positive as well.”

3. The heart can be stolen when a father provokes his
children to wrath (Eph. 6:4).

�he following is from KEEPING THE KIDS: HOW
TO KEEP THE CHILDREN FROM FALLING

PREY TO THE WORLD. ISBN 978-1-58318-115-7. This
book aims to help parents and churches raise children to be
disciples of Jesus Christ and to avoid the pitfalls of the
world, the flesh, and the devil. The book is a collaborative
effort. It contains testimonies from hundreds of individuals
who provided feedback to our questionnaires on this
subject, as well as powerful ideas gleaned from interviews
with pastors, missionaries, and church people who have
raised godly children. The book is packed with practical
suggestions and deals with many issues: Conversion, the
husband-wife relationship, the necessity of permeating the
home with Christian love, mothers as keepers at home, the
father’s role as the spiritual head of the home, child
discipline, separation from the pop culture, discipleship of
youth, the grandparents’ role, effectual prayer and fasting.
Chapter titles include the following: “Conversion,” “The
Home: Consistent Christian Living and the Husband-Wife
Relationship,” “Child Discipline,” “The Church,”
“Unplugging from the Pop Culture,” “Discipleship,” “The
Grandparents,” “Grace and the Power of Prayer.” One
pastor wrote, “I have purchased extra copies of your book
Keeping the Kids and distributed them to young parents. I
find the information to be the most complete, Biblically
sound information available and probably the best ever
available.” 531 pages.

No amount of training and discipline will work if the parents
do not capture and keep the children’s hearts. If their hearts
become estranged, the children will experience spiritual
shipwreck.

The heart is the center of the individual’s life. It is
mentioned 833 times in Scripture!

“Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues
of life” (Proverbs 4:23).

The wise parent says, “My son, give me thine heart...” (Prov.
23:26). When children are young, they naturally give their
hearts to their parents, and a parent can keep that child’s heart
if he deals with him or her in love and godly wisdom.

Pastor Terry Coomer observes,

“Let me ask you a most serious and sobering question. Do
you have your child’s heart? You as a parent have to get the

KEEPING THE CHILD’S HEART - By David Cloud
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When this happens, the father loses the hearts of his children
and they are easy prey for the world. We deal with this
extensively in a later section of this chapter on Child
Discipline.

4. The heart can be stolen by parental neglect and letting
the children live largely in their own worlds.

One missionary who has visited many churches and has
observed how that a great many of the young people turn
out to be rebels observed,

“I think the most important thing would be to keep close
relationships with the children. Lots of parents are too busy
with other things instead of being spiritually close to the
family. Children grow up in their own world with the videog-
ames, movies, music, headphones, Internet, etc., which
causes great rebellion. Once they are old enough to choose
for themselves, they will go their own way and not listen to
their parents.”

5. The heart can be stolen by lack of patience and love, by
carnal criticism.

Parents must be very patient and kind with their children.
They are delicate. We must have rules and the rules must
be enforced and there must be discipline, but we must
never forget that they are children and that learning godly
character habits and spiritual growth does not happen
overnight. It is a long process.

The parents must not forget the long and probably arduous
process it took them to get where they are.

Many of the respondents mentioned the necessity of
showing genuine love to the children. Following are a few
examples:

“Give lots of hugs and tell your children frequently that you
love them. Even if this gets a bit syrupy do it anyway. Chil-
dren want this even if they pretend not to. And really mean
it.”

“It is important as a parent to show your love and acceptance
of them consistently from the beginning. Saying ‘I love you,’
hugs, and actions that support these words are constantly
needed to reassure them.”

“Young people don’t need good teachers as much as they
need ministers with a pastor’s heart. They need to know that
they are cared for before anything else.”

6. The heart can be stolen by a lack of close
communication and involvement.

Consider the following testimonies from parents:

“Listen to your kids. Really listen and try to understand what
they are going through. Take an interest in the things that
concern them, even if they seem very trivial to you.”

“When they come to you and want to talk, it is important that
you listen and don’t jump all over them or belittle their con-
cerns. Then they feel safe to confide in you or bring their
questions to you, and you have opportunities to teach and
instruct their open hearts.”

“I’d like to share a piece of advice that someone gave me
when we adopted our twin daughters in 1990, and that is,
‘You can’t spend too much time with your kids.’ That’s it.
Spend time with them every chance you get, even if you are
just in the room, doing something else; be there. Be a pres-
ence in their lives. And talk at every opportunity. Always
welcome their point of view in family decisions. If they know
they are being listened to, they ride along. Be genuine about
this. When big blow-ups arise, get everybody to sit around
the table and work something out.”

“Winning children’s hearts is something that needs to be
done when they are young, by spending time with them,
teaching them, and developing interests together with them.
Do not put them aside for work, or for your hobbies that do
not allow them to be around. Do not think that you will be able
to win their hearts after you have allowed someone else to
win them.”

“I believe that parents can reach the hearts of their children
by having a relationship with them. That is, after all, how God
reaches us and gets our hearts for Him. Parents in today’s
society have too little time for their children. Even when kids
are homeschooled, my experience is that the majority of the
homeschooled kids are teaching themselves. My nine-year-
old son is always coming up to me and asking to do some-
thing with me. Now, I can’t always, but if I never took the time
to say, ‘Ok, let’s sit down and play a game,’ then he would
want nothing to do with me because he would see that I want
nothing to do with him. We must make time to put down what
we are doing and sit down with the kids. We parents have to
take the time to raise our children. That means spending time
with them in God’s Word and out of God’s Word.”

“We believe that one thing that has worked for us has been
just staying very, very involved in the child’s life, showing an
interest in her, talking to her, making sure she knows that she
is the most important earthly thing we have, loving her. We
have always wanted her to feel that we are open and can
discuss anything with her. As a result, she feels completely
comfortable talking to us about just about anything, or, for
really embarrassing stuff, to her mother.”

7. The heart can be stolen by lack of involvement by the
father.

We have mentioned the necessity of involvement by the
parents, but here we want to emphasize the importance of
the father’s role. One of the most important ways to keep
the children’s hearts is for the father to be involved in their
lives and to be fulfilling his responsibility to be the spiritual
head of the house. Malachi 4:6 says that Elijah will “turn
the heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the
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children to their fathers, lest I come and smite the earth with
a curse.” Thus, we see that when the father’s heart is turned
to the children, their hearts are turned to him. If a father has
been unengaged with his children, he must repent of this
sin and confess it to his family and set out to make things
right.

“We reach and keep the hearts of the children because of our
relationship with them. It is their love for us, just as it is our
love for our Lord and Savior, which will cause them to contin-
ue to respect us and listen to us. I think back to my own
experiences growing up. My earliest memories are of my dad
reading me the Bible when I was very young. He cared about
our neighbors. I’ll never forget him sending my brothers and
me out to rake our 90-year-old neighbor’s yard. Alongside my
dad, we would also shovel his walkway in the winter. Dad
made sure we never accepted money for helping out the
neighbors. He always had us looking for ways to help those
around us. Dad always took the time to sit and talk to me
about everything and anything. He was my best friend when
I was a teenager. I always felt I could go to him and talk to
him about anything. He was very clear about what was sin,
and as a result of his teaching me, I also knew very clearly
what was displeasing or pleasing to God. Because of my love
and respect for my dad as well as for God, I didn’t stray into
sinful practices which were prevalent in the seventies. I didn’t
want to disappoint either my dad or my Heavenly Father.
Even while at a secular college (Brown University), I devoted
myself to my studies, not participating in the darker side of
campus life.”

One pastor told me that no matter what he is doing with his
son, even watching a movie, they discuss what is going on.
The father points out things that he sees that are spiritually
dangerous, and he encourages his son to state his opinions
freely. He is teaching his son how to exercise moral and
spiritual discernment. The Bible says that spiritual growth
comes when the senses are “exercised to discern both good
and evil” (Heb. 5:14). This pastor and his wife are working
to maintain the type of relationship with their children that
will encourage them to discuss their struggles and
temptations freely. This father encourages his children to
share their hearts during family devotions. The kids have
grown up from a young age conversing with their parents
about their inmost concerns. It has become a natural thing,
and this has carried over as they have gotten older.

If this communication is jealously guarded and maintained,
when the children reach adolescence they will still share
their hearts with the parents and the worldly “generation
gap” will be bridged. The parents will be able to guide their
teenage youth through the great pitfalls that characterize
this particular time of life.

Some fathers take their children on regular “dates.” One
man told me that few things thrill his young daughters more

than their “dates” with Dad. He observes that this has helped
him keep their hearts.

The same man has a close relationship with his son and
plans activities that they can do together that will allow them
to talk one on one. He testifies that his son’s heart is always
tender toward his authority when he makes the effort to stay
close to him and to communicate with him.

Following are testimonies about fathers “dating” their
children:

“When [my oldest daughter] was sixteen, the Lord laid on my
heart to spend more time with her. For the next two years,
every Sunday after church we would go get a Coke and take
a drive. Sometimes we would drive for hours and just talk
about the Lord. She would ask spiritual questions and we
would talk about them. No subject was out of bounds. We
talked about developing our relationship with the Lord. We
talked about how to really pray and what she was learning
from her Bible. What was God speaking to her about? We
would talk about what she was looking for in a young man for
a godly husband. I made sure she understood that she
needed a young man who would not be led by his emotions,
but one who would be led by the Word of God. I explained
that a young man who is led by his emotions would eventually
lead her into sin. We prayed together and became closer as
a father and a daughter. I made sure she understood what
her mother and I expected from her when she left our home.
The key here was it took time. I had to make the time. To this
day she still talks about her drives with Dad. This time spent
with our daughter on the Lord’s day helped her at a time
when she was preparing to leave our home to understand the
importance we and the Lord placed on our spiritual lives.
Parents, spiritual communication is the first key to rearing
godly children” (Terry Coomer, Rearing Spiritual Children, p.
45).

“Communication has been one of our big things. When you
have a lot of children they get lost in the group, so we have
made a point of individual days and times. I might take one of
the children out to breakfast before school or for a coffee and
chat, and that is that child’s time. I think we have kept
communication going that way. We feel that communication
between the parent and child is tantamount to being able to
mould their lives for the Lord. Many times when children
reach teenage years they don’t want to have anything to do
with their parents, but I think a lot of time the problem is that
communication links weren’t set up early in life. So even
when they were four and five years old, we were taking them
on dates, one on one, so that we could be connected and
involved. That’s been one of my venues for discipleship.
We’ve sat at McDonalds and done Bible studies” (Missionary
Tony Evans).

8. The heart can be stolen when there is a lack of candor
and confession and humility on the part of the parents.

“Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for anoth-
er, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a
righteous man availeth much” (James 5:16).
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13. The heart can be stolen by the world’s pop music and
its self-centered, rebellious philosophy.

I have repeated this often, because it bears repeating. Few
things have the power to steal a child’s heart to the world
more than pop music.

14. The heart can be stolen by a worldly school environ-
ment, whether Christian or secular.

15. The heart can be stolen by an evil influence that
comes through literature or video games.

16. The heart can be stolen by a carnal affection for
sports, which becomes a bridge to the world.

There are a few of the ways that the hearts of children can
be stolen from the way of righteousness and truth. Consider
the Bible example of how David lost the heart of his son
Absalom. We read this sad story in 2 Samuel 11-15.

First, David sinned grievously in the matter of Bathsheba
and lost his testimony before his family (2 Samuel 11-12).
Second, David fell for Amnon’s lie and sent Tamar,
Absalom’s sister, to his room. After Amnon raped Tamar,
David was angry but he did not apologize to Absalom or
exercise discipline or deal with the problem in any practical
way, as far as we know from Scripture (2 Sam. 13:1-7, 21).
Third, after Absalom murdered Amnon and fled away,
David longed for him but he did not send for him and deal
personally with him (2 Sam. 13:37-39).
Fourth, even when David let Absalom return, he refused
to talk with him (2 Sam. 14:21-24).
Fifth, after Absalom burned Joab’s barley field, Joab
convinced David to see Absalom, but it was too late; by that
point Absolom’s heart was totally estranged from his father
and filled with hatred and he had determined to steal his
throne (2 Sam. 14:28 - 15:6).

How did David lose his son’s heart? He lost it through at
least six of the ways listed previously: through hypocrisy,
neglect, poor husband-wife relationship (it is doubtful that
David’s polygamy would have provided the climate for a
quality husband-wife relationship), lack of confession and
humility, lack of communication, and lack of discipline.

“Submitting yourselves one to another in the fear of God”
(Ephesians 5:21).

9. The heart can be stolen when there are rules without a
clear biblical basis and the children are not taught the
reason for the rules.

Some of the respondents emphasized this as follows:

“Don’t just have rules, have biblically-based convictions.
When a child questions them, thank him for asking and give
the scriptural reasons. Reassure the children that it is always
good to come to the parent with questions, no matter how
tough.”

“Always be willing to listen to them. Give honest answers to
their questions. Show them respect; respect their opinions. If
there is a standard they need to follow because it’s biblical,
explain why. Teach them to have a love for the Lord that is
separate from yours, to cultivate a relationship with the Lord
of their own. Don’t always hammer at them about right and
wrong but also explain to them WHY some things are right and
WHY some things are wrong, how that God wants to protect
us from the consequences of bad choices if we will be wise
enough to choose the right way.”

10. The heart can be stolen when the children are not saved
and grounded in God’s Word and when they do not know
how to apply God’s Word to their daily lives.

Children that do not have a real personal relationship with
Christ and are not grounded in God’s Word are prime
candidates to have their hearts stolen by the world, the flesh,
and the devil. We have dealt with this in the chapter on
“Discipleship.”

11. The heart can be stolen when there is a lack of prayer.

Fervent, effectual prayer is one of the most important ways
that the hearts of children are kept for the Lord and protected
from being stolen by the enemy.

12. The heart can be stolen by a worldly friend, relative, or
teacher.

Parents must jealously and lovingly guard against unwhole-
some relationships that draw the children’s hearts away
from them and toward evil. We previously gave the sad
story of a girl whose heart was stolen by a worldly boy friend.

Keeping the Kids   -   
Can We Keep the Kids?; Priority-Conversion; The Home: Consistent; Christian Living; The Home: The

Husband-Wife Relationship; Child Discipline; The Church; Separation from the Pop Culture; Discipleship; The
Grandparents; What if the Kids Are Already Rebellious?; Candor, God’s Grace, and the Power of Prayer; Ten

Tips for Daily Bible Reading; How to Lose Your Child Before He Is Five.

http://www.wayoflife.org/publications/books/keeping_the_kids.php
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Charles Spurgeon advised the preachers in his Bible College,
“Sell your shirt and buy books.”

Spurgeon had little patience with preachers who despise
commentaries and good study books. He addressed the
following statement to his Bible School students:

“Of course, you are not such wiseacres as to think or say that
you can expound Scripture without assistance from the works
of divines and learned men who have laboured before you in
the field of exposition. If you are of that opinion, pray remain
so, for you are not worth the trouble of conversion, and like a
little coterie who think with you, would resent the attempt as
an insult to your infallibility. It seems odd, that certain men
who talk so much of what the Holy Spirit reveals to
themselves, should think so little of what he has revealed to
others. My chat this afternoon is not for these great originals,
but for you who are content to learn of holy men, taught of
God, and mighty in the Scriptures. It has been the fashion of
late years to speak against the use of commentaries. If there
were any fear that the expositions of Matthew Henry, Gill,
Scott, and others, would be exalted into Christian Targums,
we would join the chorus of objectors, but the existence or
approach of such a danger we do not suspect. The temptations
of our times lie rather in empty pretensions to novelty of
sentiment, than in a slavish following of accepted guides. A
respectable acquaintance with the opinions of the giants of the
past, might have saved many an erratic thinker from wild
interpretations and outrageous inferences. Usually, we have
found the despisers of commentaries to be men who have no
sort of acquaintance with them; in their case, it is the opposite
of familiarity which has bred contempt” (Spurgeon, Two
Lectures Addressed to the Students of the Pastor’s College,
Metropolitan Tabernacle, http://www.book-
academy.co.uk/lectures/index.html).

John Wesley exhorted a preacher friend as follows: “What has
exceedingly hurt you in time past, nay, and I fear to this day,
is want of reading. I scarce ever knew a preacher read so little.
And perhaps by neglecting it you have lost the taste for it.

Some preachers seem to disdain books. I once heard a man say
at a preacher’s meeting, “We don’t need more books; we need
more preaching.”

That’s a statement of shocking ignorance. A good Christian
book is simply good preaching and teaching in printed format.

While it is true that there are many heretical books available
in the average Christian bookstore (and we have warned about
that in our video presentation and free eBook “Dangers in
Christian Bookstores”), and while it is true that we must weigh
every book by the infallible standard of God’s Word, it is
ridiculous to discredit the value of good books.

The apostles communicated with the churches and with
individual believers through the pen, and we have some of
their writings in our New Testament.

Had they possessed printing presses I have no doubt that they
would have used them.

The apostle Paul was a student to the end of his life. Even when
in prison awaiting his death, he said to Timothy, “The cloke
that I left at Troas with Carpus, when thou comest, bring with
thee, and the books, but especially the parchments.” (2
Timothy 4:13).

Bring the books said the stalwart old warrior! Bring the books
said the man whom we are told to imitate. “Wherefore I
beseech you, be ye followers of me” (1 Cor. 4:16). “Brethren,
be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as
ye have us for an ensample” (Philippians 3:17).

It has been said, “The man who doesn’t read is no better off
than the man who cannot read,” and, “Five years from now
you will be the same person except for the people you meet
and the books you read.”

It has been said that the man who wants to be a writer must be
a reader.

http://www.book-academy.co.uk/lectures/index.html
http://www.book-academy.co.uk/lectures/index.html
http://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/dangers_in_bookstores.php
http://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/dangers_in_bookstores.php
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There is a crowd of independent Baptists who despise
biblical reproof when it is geared toward prominent
preachers, and it is one reason why we say that most
independent Baptist churches will be emerging within
twenty years. When reproof is maligned, there can be no
correction.

Public reproof toward a fellow Baptist preacher is
invariably mischaracterized as cheap gossip, slander, and
carnal backbiting, regardless of how true it might be. It
is called “shooting the wounded” and is always
characterized as a harmful thing.

You will wait in vain for these men to characterize public
reproof of prominent Baptist preachers as a positive,

biblical thing that can be done from a sincere, God-led
heart or for any encouragement to be given by these men
to reprovers.

The most recent example of the maligning of reproof is
an article by Cary Schmidt entitled “What Christians Can
Learn from Piranhas” published on the Ministry127.com
blog.

The following excerpt sets the tone for the whole of the
blog: “God’s Word warns us repeatedly about devouring
each other, but it’s too easy to fall into this trap. We often
mask our slander as ‘concern’ or ‘standing for the faith’
but in the presence of Jesus, those flimsy rationalizations
will be vaporized, and our true hearts will be revealed. ...

ascendancy; if the evangelical volume does not reach every
hamlet, the pages of a corrupt and licentious literature will; if
the power of the gospel is not felt throughout the length and
breadth of the land, anarchy and misrule, degradation and
misery, corruption and darkness, will reign without mitigation
or end.”

The Great Awakening was more a product of the printed page
than the product of direct preaching.

Spurgeon advised his Bible students to read the entire multi-
volume Matthew Henry commentary set in the twelve months
after they graduated from Pastor’s College.

Spurgeon said that the revivalist preacher George Whitefield
read Matthew Henry through four times during his life. And
this is a man who preached an estimated 18,000 sermons in
his lifetime, an average of 500 a year or ten a week.

It is obvious that men of God of former times were more
studious than the average independent Baptist preacher today
and much wiser about the value of good books.

Hence your talent in preaching does not increase. It is just the
same as it was seven years ago. It is lively, but not deep: there
is little variety; there is no compass of thought. Reading only
can supply this, with meditation and daily prayer. You wrong
yourself greatly by omitting this. You can never be a deep
preacher without it any more than a thorough Christian. O
begin! Fix some part of every day for private exercises. You
may acquire the taste which you have not; what is tedious at
first will afterwards be pleasant. Whether you like it or no;
read and pray daily. It is for your life; there is no other way;
else you will be a trifler all your days, and a petty, superficial
prayer” (John Wesley to John Trembeth, August 1760).

Peter Cartwright, circuit riding preacher, said, “Only Heaven
will determine which was the most important in my earthly
ministry--my preaching or the distributing of books.”

Christian statesman Daniel Webster said, “If religious books
are not widely circulated among the masses in this country, I
do not know what is going to become of us as a nation. If truth
be not diffused, error will be; if God and His Word are not
known and received, the devil and his works will gain the
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This thought brought to mind the picture of a piranha--a
regular fish that rabidly devours” (“What Christians Can
Learn from Piranhas,” Ministry127.com, Sep. 5, 2015).

The author goes on to list the characteristics of the
piranha and applies this to “critics.” For example,
piranhas “school together ... in fear and insecurity” and
“attack their weak and often wound each other for
dominance.”

He implies that piranhas are motivated by pride, as are
piranha-like critics, and he quotes Romans 12:3 and
Galatians 5:26 as a warning in this context.

This is amazing both from the standpoint of natural
science as well as of preaching, since the author can no
more know what motivates a fish than he can know what
motivates a “critic.”

I, for one, reject and despise backbiting, gossip, and
carnal criticism. It is very harmful to the cause of Christ.
Any time I have found myself to be guilty of this, I have
repented. The churches we have planted have been hurt
by it many times. I have personally been the target of it
countless times.

Anything that comes of deceit and false speaking and the
spirit of James 3:14-16 is wrong and is not of the Spirit
of God, and I renounce it most emphatically.

“But if ye have bitter envying and strife in your hearts,
glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom
descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual,
devilish. For where envying and strife is, there is
confusion and every evil work” (Jas. 3:14-16).

Yet by no means is this what the author of the piranhas
article really is warning about. When these men speak of
piranhas and shooters of the wounded and buzzard
chasers, they are talking about much more than the danger
of carnal gossip, and IN TRUTH THEY ARE
REVEALING A SERIOUS LACK IN THEIR OWN
MINISTRIES.

First, they lack a biblical foundation and spiritual
wisdom in this matter.

Though they have a biblical foundation in some areas of
their ministries,* in this particular matter they lack one,

because Scripture shows us the example of preachers who
reprove often and plainly and name names in the process.
We see this in Jesus’ ministry with the scribes, Pharisees,
and Sadducees (Mat. 16:6; 23:13-33). We see it in Paul’s
ministry in the case of Hymenaeus and Alexander (1 Tim.
1:20), Phygellus and Hermogenes (2 Tim. 1:15),
Hymenaeus and Philetus (2 Tim. 2:17), Demas (2 Tim.
4:10), and Alexander the Coppersmith (2 Tim. 4:14-15).

(* For example, the author of the piranhas article has a
book entitled Just Friends that is helpful for preparing
young people for marriage.)

They lack a biblical foundation, too, because they fail to
make a distinction between godly reproof and carnal
backbiting. The latter is condemned in Scripture, but the
former is most forcefully commended!

“Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season;
REPROVE, REBUKE, exhort with all longsuffering
and doctrine” (2 Timothy 4:2).

“All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for REPROOF, for
CORRECTION, for instruction in righteousness” (2
Timothy 3:16).

“These things speak, and exhort, and REBUKE with all
authority. Let no man despise thee” (Titus 2:15).

“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather REPROVE them” (Ephesians 5:11).

“But all things that are REPROVED are made manifest
by the light: for whatsoever doth make manifest is light”
(Ephesians 5:13).

“He is in the way of life that keepeth instruction: but he
that refuseth REPROOF erreth” (Proverbs 10:17).

“Whoso loveth instruction loveth knowledge: but he that
hateth REPROOF is brutish” (Proverbs 12:1).

“Correction is grievous unto him that forsaketh the way:
and he that hateth REPROOF shall die” (Prov. 15:10).

“As an earring of gold, and an ornament of fine gold, so
is a wise REPROVER upon an obedient ear” (Proverbs
25:12).
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On the last night of the Friends Conference at Crown Baptist
College in April 2014, Kenny Baldwin sang Big Daddy
Weave’s “Redeemed.” He introduced the song by saying
that in a service at his church he had asked his song leader
to sing the song repeatedly because it “touched so many
people.”

Regardless of whether or not the song “touched” people,”
it is a dangerous error for a fundamental Baptist preacher to
promote Big Daddy Weave or any of the other CCM groups
that have the same ecumenical, non-judgmental, one-world
church philosophy. One brother who listened to the sermons
from the 2014 Friends Conference observed, “I was

saddened to see how Christian ‘liberty’ is held in such high
regard and ‘biblical separation’ is seldom if ever mentioned.”

Big Daddy Weave is a successful contemporary band
composed of Mike Weaver, Jay Weaver, Jod Shirk, and
Brian Beihl. Their hits include “Redeemed,” “Fields of
Grace,” “Audience of One,” and “Every Time I Breathe.”
The band was formed in 2002.

They are Christian rockers who hold the ecumenical,
“non-judgmental” philosophy that permeates CCM.  In an
interview for their 2008 album What Life Would Be Like,
Mike Weaver said:

“The ear that heareth the REPROOF of life abideth among
the wise. He that refuseth instruction despiseth his own soul:
but he that heareth reproof getteth understanding” (Proverbs
15:31-32).

God commends reproof and correction, and if ever there were
a time that calls for it among Baptist churches, it is today!
Surely God is stirring preachers to reprove, rebuke, and
exhort in this day, and nowhere do we find that certain
preachers are out of bounds, particularly so if they have large
public ministries and thus influence large numbers of people.

Second, they lack forthright honesty and (possibly)
courage.

I believe that it is dishonest to hide one’s warnings behind
generalities, innuendo, and strange metaphors. It is a lack of
biblical candor. Further, by this tactic, the preacher can
always deny whom he is targeting. Is that not cowardly and
disingenuous?

Third, they lack love.

Those who speak about spiritual dangers in vague
generalities lack love for the Lord’s sheep. If there really
are piranhas in our midst, we need to know exactly where
and who they are!

By not being specific, the preacher creates carnal
suspicion.

What if the people hear such warnings and mistake a
harmless reprover who is a man of God for a hurtful
piranha who is an enemy of God, and in their confusion
they try to net the man of God and do him harm?

In truth, and I speak by personal experience, if a preacher
warns about the music philosophy or evangelism program
or some other thing that pertains to a prominent Baptist
leader, he will be the one who is the target of “piranhas”
in the form of that preacher’s supporters and apologists!
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“We all grew up in church. That is awesome, and I’m thankful
for it, but there is also some baggage that comes with that. We
grew up hearing people talk about grace, but there seemed to
be an unspoken law that said, ‘but you also have to do this, this,
this, this, and this.’ Nobody ever said it out loud, but I saw how
people who didn't do ‘this, this, this, this, and this’ were treated.
Now truly, you will know a tree by its fruit, but that’s not grace.
With What Life Would Be Like we are ripping up our old expec-
tations to get to a place where we can receive the heart of God”
(“Big Daddy Weave Bio,” 94fmthefish.com, n.d.).

The “grace” that Big Daddy Weave and their friends in the
contemporary Christian music scene preach is not the grace
of Scripture.

They would have us believe that trying to live by a careful
standard of holy living and preaching against worldliness
is legalism, but that is heresy.

The “grace” preached by the vast percentage of CCM
musicians is not true Christian liberty; it is antinomian
license. It says, “Don’t tell me how to live, where I can go,
how I can dress, how long my hair can be, what music I can
listen to, what kind of church I can attend, how often I must
attend, whether or not I can drink or smoke or dance.”

No wonder Contemporary Christian musicians love rock
& roll. They have the same rock & roll attitude I had before
I was saved when I was hitchhiking across America!

In contrast, consider the following definition of Christian
grace by the apostle Paul:

“For the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to
all men, teaching us that, DENYING UNGODLINESS AND
WORLDLY LUSTS, we should live soberly, righteously, and
godly, in this present world; looking for that blessed hope, and
the glorious appearing of the great God and our Saviour Jesus
Christ” (Titus 2:11-13).

Bible grace for Christian living is a grace that denies all
ungodliness and worldly lusts. That is a far-reaching
requirement. It means that the grace-saved, grace-living
believer is extremely careful about how he lives.

He knows that He is saved by the free grace of Christ that
was purchased on Calvary, but he also knows that he is
saved “unto good works” (Ephesians 2:8-10).

In order to please the Lord who saved him and now owns
him, he continually analyzes his lifestyle to reject anything
tainted with ungodliness and worldly lusts. He seeks to
avoid even “the appearance of evil” (1 Thessalonians 5:22).

Paul ended the previously-cited passage in Titus with the
following exhortation to the preacher:

“These things speak, and exhort, and rebuke with all authority.
Let no man despise thee” (Titus 2:15).

If a preacher takes this biblical exhortation seriously today
and speaks with authority and rebukes worldly lusts, he is
slanderously labeled a Pharisee by the CCM crowd.  In fact,
Big Daddy Weave have a song that does just that. Here are
some of the lyrics:

Hear no evil, see no evil
Speak no evil
On the outside
Full of pride, full of lies
So well they hide
On the inside

They'll never be
All that they seem
They live the life of a Pharisee
(“Pharisee,” Big Daddy Weave, from Fields of Grace album).

It is true that hypocrisy is a sin, and it is an easy sin to
commit, but Big Daddy Weave and the CCM crowd go far
beyond a warning about hypocrisy. By their philosophy,
the Bible believer that wants to “hear no evil, see no evil,
and speak no evil,” and the preacher who preaches such a
standard, is a proud Pharisee. This is a slander.

The Pharisee’s error was not that he was too zealous for
the truth of God’s Word. His error was that he was more
zealous for his tradition than for God’s Word. Jesus
NEVER reproved the Pharisees for being zealous for God’s
Word.

It is true that truth must be delivered with godly grace and
love, but it is scriptural and right to reprove sin and
worldliness. Consider the following Bible commandment:

“And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them” (Ephesians 5:11).

Thus, it is not enough that the believer not fellowship with
evil; he must also reprove evil.

The preaching of God’s Word is to be done with rebuke
and reproof (2 Timothy 4:2).

And when sinners are reproved and they do not repent, they
become offended at the reprover. When Demas heard that
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Paul had warned Timothy about Demas’ worldliness (2
Tim. 4:10), don’t you think that Demas was offended at
Paul and his “legalistic” preaching?

Big Daddy Weave also preaches the heresies of
“unconditional love” and self-esteem. Of the song
“Redeemed,” he says:

"Redeemed" came out of a place of brokenness for me. For
as long as I can remember I have always never felt like I was
enough. And no matter what God has done through my life
and around my life, I never really let that affect the way that
I felt about myself. We kind of resolved to do this Biggest
Loser-esque kind of idea in 2009. The goal was for me to
lose 90 pounds in '09. In November I was down 70 pounds,
all the way down 80 pounds in December, with only had 10
pounds to go, at that point. Honestly, it had become less
about my health and more about reaching this number on
the scale. And so on the last day of 2009 I got on the scale
and I had lost 84 pounds. I realize that is nothing to sneeze
at. But when I realized that I had missed the goal by 6
pounds, I was destroyed. I couldn't see any of the good in it.
All I could see was the failure and it resonated in that place
in me that had always said that about me. It just sent me into
a really, a really dark place in my life.

“I remember there was a day when it was at about it's worst
and I was down in our garage pouring these feelings of
self-hatred out to Jesus. And just saying God if you can love
me unconditionally and you are perfect and you are holy and
you are the king of the universe, you can love me, why can't
I love and except myself, God.

“And it was like the King of the Universe said to me, ‘Mike
why don't you let me tell you what I think about you for once.
I like the way you smile man,’ and he said, ‘I love your heart
for people, and I even like your silly sense of humor, be-
cause I put all that stuff in you. And you're mine, not because
of your track record, not because of your ability or inability to
do anything, it's based solely on what I have already done
for you, the blood of Jesus Christ shed for your life. You're
mine because of my track record’” (“Big Daddy Weave’s
Mike Weaver Talks about ‘Redeemed,’ Lifeway.com, n.d.).

This testimony is that of an individual who is focused
on himself. It is all about self-esteem, which is not a
biblical principle. While God’s love for His people is
unconditional and unchanging, His fellowship is not.
The true believer’s position in Christ is sure and eternal,
but daily fellowship is a different thing.

To be in fellowship with the Lord who saved me, I must
walk in the light and confess my sins (1 John 1). I must
obey God’s Word to die to self, to put off the old man
and put on the new man, to put away lying, pride,
fornication, covetousness, worldliness, incontinency, etc.
This is a major theme of the New Testament epistles. If

I do not put off the old man and put on the new, and I
walk in carnality and unrepentance, God chastens (Heb.
12:4-13). The chastening is not pleasant but grievous.

If I refuse the chastening, there are many serious
consequences. There is even a sin unto death (1 John
5:16-17). When some of the believers in Corinth abused
the Lord’s Supper, God did not encourage them about
their cheerful smiles; He smote some of them with
sickness and some with death (1 Cor. 11:29-30).

If a believer is doing wrong, he should not “feel good”
about himself.

Hughie Seaborn, a former Pentecostal, made the
following observation about Mike Weaver’s testimony
in regard to the song “Redeemed.”

“If we read in context what he said in the interview, Big Daddy
was actually plagued with low self-esteem because of an
image problem. The way he looked didn’t fit the image of how
he wanted to look in front of all those he wanted to impress
with his God anointed gifts. So in his anguish, he cried out to
God, ‘If you can love me unconditionally and you are perfect
and you are holy and you are the king of the universe, you
can love me, why can't I love and except myself, God.’ God
is supposed to have brought ‘real humility’ to Big Daddy by
His response about loving his smile, etc. ... There’s some
very deep and significant ‘theology’ in there, and sadly, it’s
the type of ‘theology’ that is being promoted and accepted in
churches everywhere today. Instead of telling Big Daddy that
if he wanted to be a true disciple of Christ, he would need to
stop trying to impress everyone, deny himself on a daily
basis, take up his cross and follow Jesus; instead of telling
him further that if he wanted to be Christ’s disciple, then he
would need to get to know what the Bible says and continue
in it; instead of telling him that we live in perilous times when
self-love would be confused for godliness, God is supposed
to have told Big Daddy some sentimental lies about himself,
like he’s been gifted from God with an irresistible smile.”

It is this worldly, heretical CCM philosophy, this
antinomian “grace,” this unscriptural emphasis on self-
esteem, that brings so many changes to every Bible-
believing church that is careless enough and foolish
enough to mess around with it.

When young people in a church listen to Big Daddy
Weave or the other CCM musicians who hold the same
principles, they can easily fall in love with their heretical
principles.

Fundamental Baptist preachers who promote these
groups have a lot to answer for.
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D I G G I N G I N T H E W A L L S

God commanded the prophet Ezekiel to dig in the
walls of Israel's temple and observe the evils
being done in secret by apostate religious leaders
of that day. "Then said he unto me, Son of man,
dig now in the wall ... And he said unto me, Go
in, and behold the wicked abominations that they
do here. So I went in and saw. ..." (Ezek. 8:7-10).

Ezekiel was then instructed to preach against the
errors of the leaders and to tell the people the
things he had witnessed.

"Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O
son of man. ... Then I spake unto them of the
captivity all the things that the Lord had shewed
me" (Ezek. 11:4,25).

The hour in which we live is very similar to that
of Ezekiel's day. Many of those who profess to be
the people of God are apostate. It was prophesied
in the New Testament Scriptures that such
would be the case in the closing hours of our age.
This will culminate in the brief worldwide rule of
an utterly apostate Harlot "church" (2 Tim. 3-4;
1 Tim. 4; 2 Pet. 2-3; Jude; Rev. 17).

As in Ezekiel's day much of the apostasy of our
hour is hidden from the view of the average
Christian. We intend by God's grace to "dig in
the walls" of modern ecumenism and to expose
and cry out against the things we find. In this
section we also report on secular events which
are relevant to Christians. May God give us ears
to hear, minds to understand, and hearts to obey.
Is the truth of God not worthy of defense?

TIM KELLER: REDEFINING SIN
AND JUSTIFYING LOVE FOR
THE POP CULTURE (Friday Church
News Notes, October 30, 2015,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from “Rede-
fining Sin” by E.S. Williams,
www.newcalvinist.com: “In his book
Every Good Endeavour (2012), Tim
Keller, founder of The Gospel Coalition
and prominent New Calvinist, expresses
his disappointment that Christians are
not more involved with popular culture.
He writes: ‘Christians’ reaction to popu-
lar culture in the last eighty years has
been some form of disengagement. ...
Why this disengagement with our cul-
ture? One reason is a ‘thin’ or legalistic
view of sin, where sin is seen as a series
of discrete acts of noncompliance with
God’s regulations. You pursue Christian
growth largely by seeking environments
where you are less likely to do these
sinful actions. ... This view of sin com-
ports with a lack of understanding of the
thoroughness and richness of Christ’s
gracious work for us. ... If we have a thin
view of sin, we will feel safe if we
remove from our view anything that
could tempt us to commit actions of
overt sexual immorality, profanity, dis-
honesty, or violence’ (Keller, Every
Good Endeavor, pp. 192, 193). ... He
says that Christians, who hold such a
view of sin, are ‘legalists’ who withdraw
from the popular culture of the world in
order to avoid situations that could
tempt them to commit ‘thin sins’, like
overt acts of sexual immorality, profan-
ity, dishonesty, or violence. ... Here we
should note the biblical definition of sin.
The Bible describes sin as breaking
God’s law (1 John 3:4). It is also defined

as rebellion against God (Deuteronomy
9:7), which separates the sinner from
God (Isaiah 59.2). Sin is an offense to
God’s holy character, and all sin is pri-
marily sin against God. ... Keller’s as-
sessment is completely wrong, for it is
those who hold what he calls a ‘thin
view’ of sin who have been convicted of
their sin and rebellion against God’s ho-
ly law and understand that their only
hope of salvation is God’s grace re-
vealed in the Cross of Christ. Hence their
prayer: ‘Nothing in my hand I bring,
simply to thy Cross I cling’. Born again
Christians, who have been sealed by the
Holy Spirit and stand in God’s grace for
their salvation, are those who delight in
God’s moral law and seek to obey it with
all their heart, and do all they can to
comply with what Keller calls ‘God’s
regulations’. [This is the true grace of
God, Titus 2:11-15.] ... Keller’s ‘thick
view’ of sin encourages Christians to
engage with worldly culture ...  But
Scripture makes no distinction between
thick and thin sin. It teaches that sin
comes from the lusts and desires of the
human heart that is desperately wicked
(James 1:14-15). Keller’s classification
of sin into thin and thick is entirely with-
out scriptural authority and purely a fig-
ment of his foolish imagination; it is
profoundly heretical, for it presents a
false and misleading view of sin that
downplays the wickedness of disobedi-
ence to God’s moral law, suggesting that
Christians should engage with the world
in order to overcome what Keller calls
‘the compulsive drive of their heart to
produce idols’. ... Scripture warns that
friendship with the world is enmity with
God (James 4:4). Christians must not
conform to the pattern of the world (Ro-
mans 12:1-2; Ephesians 5:11; 1 John
2:15-17). ... God commands his people
to be separate from the things of the
world (2 Corinthians 6:17).”

TIM KELLER’S INFATUATION
WITH CATHOLIC AUTHORS AND
PRACTICES (Friday Church News
Notes, October 30, 2015,
www.wayoflife.org fbns@wayoflife.org,
866-295-4143) - Many of America’s

http://www.wayoflife.org
mailto:fbns@wayoflife.org
http://www.wayoflife.org
mailto:fbns@wayoflife.org
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most popular “evangelical” preachers are
infatuated with Catholicism, as we have
frequently documented. Consider Tim
Keller, pastor of the Redeemer
megachurch in New York City, head of
the Redeemer City to City church planting
network, and co-founder with D.A.
Carson of The Gospel Coalition (council
members include John Piper, Alistar
Begg, Mark Dever, Moody Church pastor
Erwin Lutzer, and Southern Baptists
Russell Moore and Al Mohler). Keller has
a huge influence by his writings via books
and blogs, his books reaching the top 10
of the New York Times bestseller list even
in an apostate age. His love for
Catholicism is evident in his book The
Reason for God (2012), in which he
quotes and refers to Catholic theologians
and philosophers frequently, passionately,
and non-critically. He includes Roman
Catholics and Greek Orthodox within his
definition of true Christians. Referring to
the Apostles, Nicene, Chalcedonian, and
Athanasian creeds, he says, “For our
purposes, I’ll define Christianity as the
body of believers who assent to these
great ecumenical creeds” (p. 117). In The
Reason for God, Keller quotes Catholic
philosopher Peter Kreeft, Catholic writer
Mary Flannery O’Conner, Catholic
mystic Simone Weil, Polish Catholic poet
Czeslaw Milosz, and Catholic Archbishop
Oscar Romero, whose doctrine Keller
calls “orthodox” (p. 66). He also quotes
from Malcolm Muggeridge, J.R.R.
Tolkien, and G.K. Chesterton. Not one of
these people hold to the one true gospel
of grace alone without works. All of them
trust in baptism and Rome’s sacraments
for salvation. Not surprisingly, Keller
promotes Catholic contemplative prayer.
In 2009, his church taught “The Way of
the Monk,” encouraging Catholic
monastic practices such as lectio divinia,
centering prayer, “silence,” the “prayer
rope,” and the spiritual exercises of
Ignatius Loyola, founder of the Jesuits. In
his lecture series What Is Meditation?
Keller promotes the contemplative prayer
techniques of four Catholic “saints”:
Loyola, Francis de Sales, John of the
Cross, and Teresa of Avila. He says, “The
best things that have been written are by

Catholics during the Counter
Reformation. Great stuff!” This lecture
series was promoted on The Gospel
Coalition website. (For more about this
see Evangelicals and Contemplative
Prayer, available as a free eBook and in
print from Way of Life Literature.)

NORWAY’S FASCINATION WITH
GHOSTS (Friday Church News Notes,
October 30, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - A
recent New York Times article docu-
ments Norway’s fascination with
ghosts. “While churches here may be
largely empty and belief in God, accord-
ing to opinion polls, in steady decline,
belief in, or at least fascination with,
ghosts and spirits is surging. Even Nor-
way’s royal family, which is required by
law to belong to the Evangelical Luther-
an Church, has flirted with ghosts, with
a princess coaching people on how to
reach out to spirits” (“Norway Has a
New Passion: Ghost Hunting,” New
York Times, Oct. 24, 2015). This is
merely the latest in reports that have
documented Europe’s growing love of
the occult. “Palmistry, the crystal ball
and astrology have never been so popu-
lar” (“Europe’s Love of the Occult,”
New York Times, Aug. 15, 2007). Most
European countries turned from pagan-
ism to Roman Catholicism in the first
millennium; many of them turned to
Protestantism in the second; now they
are returning to paganism. Atheistic sci-
ence leaves man empty, with the deepest
questions unanswered. “Science” can-
not answer the fundamental questions of
life, such as where did man come from,
why is he so dramatically different from
the animals, what is man’s purpose, how
should man live, is there a God and if so

what is he like, and what happens after
death?

CHURCH OF ENGLAND DYING
(Friday Church News Notes, October 30,
2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -

The Church of England is on a death
spiral, with only 17% of British identify-
ing as Anglican (down from 40% in
1983), while 49% identify as “no reli-
gious faith.” The number of regular at-
tendees at Anglican churches is
extremely small. One in four Anglican
parishes have fewer than 10 regular wor-
shipers. The Church of England was
never established on a Biblical founda-
tion, and in the last half century it has
killed itself with unbelief and liberalism.
In 1953, Archbishop of Canterbury Wil-
liam Temple said in Nature and God that
“there is no such thing as revealed truth.”
In 1961, Archbishop of Canterbury Mi-
chael Ramsey said, “... heaven is not a
place for Christians only. ... I expect to
see many present day atheists there”
(London Daily Mail, Oct. 2, 1961). In
1982, Archbishop of Canterbury Robert
Runcie said he was an agnostic as to why
Jesus suffered on the cross (Sunday
Times Weekly Review, London, April 11,
1982). In 1984, David Jenkins, Bishop of
Durham, described Christ’s resurrection
as “a conjuring trick with bones” (AP, St.
Louis Post Dispatch, Oct. 28, 1984), and
two years later, Jenkins called the God of
the Bible “a cultic idol” (Ecumenical
Press Service, July 16-21, 1986). In
1984, the Associated Press reported that
only 20 of 31 Church of England bishops
polled insisted that Christians must ac-
cept Jesus as both God and man. In 1994,
it was reported by the Sunday Times
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YOUR MULTIPURPOSE EYE (Friday Church News Notes, October
30, 2015, www.wayoflife.org, fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - The
following is from CreationMoments.com, September 23, 2015:
“Scientists have learned that the eye is a multipurpose organ. They have
long tried to figure out how our internal biological clock is set. This
amazing clock is located in the brain and follows a period of almost
exactly a day. It controls many of the body's rhythms, so it's important
that it is properly set. Scientists do know that the clock is set by light.
They also know that your clock is not set by the rods and cones in your
eye that see color and images. They had conclusively shown that the eye's
rods and cones have nothing to do with setting the clock. Several years
ago, researchers bred mice whose eyes lacked rods and cones. As they
shifted light periods, the mice still adjusted their biological clocks to the new periods. Now researchers are convinced they
have found how our eyes adjust our biological clock after studying, of all things, the African horned frog. While studying
the frog, scientists discovered a photoreceptor called melanopsin. This photoreceptor is found in the skin, eyes and brain
of the frogs. They then decided to test for melanopsin in our eyes. They discovered that a form of the photoreceptor is
produced in the inner retina of our eyes. The rods and cones of our eyes are located on the outer retina. The human eye,
and those of mammals, is a multi purpose organ! The intricate and precise ways in which we have been made increasingly
glorify our Creator as we learn more about how we have been made. Surely it takes more faith to believe that such an
elegant system as our biological clocks evolved by chance.”

(July 31) that at least 100 Anglican
priests were atheists who did not believe
in “an external, supernatural God.” In
1996, Archbishop of Canterbury George
Carey lashed out at “fundamentalists”
who place the Bible “above and beyond
human inquiry” (Christian News, Dec.
9, 1996). In 1997, a survey found that
31% of Anglican vicars in England do
not believe in the virgin birth (Alliance
Life, March 12, 1997). In 2002, Richard
Harries, Bishop of Oxford, said Chris-
tians should pray to “God the Mother”
(The Times, Nov. 3, 2002). On Septem-
ber 14, 2008, the Church of England
officially apologized for rejecting Dar-
win’s theory of evolution (“Church
Makes ‘Ludicrous’ Apology,” The Dai-
ly Mail, Sept. 13, 2008). On May 16,
2009, the bells of the Anglican Cathe-
dral of Liverpool pealed out John Len-
non’s atheistic song “Imagine.”

MORE DAWKINS MYTHOLOGY.
(Friday Church News Notes, November
6, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Richard Dawkins, author of The Blind
Watchmaker, famed as a patron of
scientific truth, is actually a patron of
mythology. His fables include these: the
elaborate, interlocking universe arose

from a “big bang”; life sprang from
non-life; and mind-bogglingly complex
life forms arose through blind forces. His
mythical gospel is that man came from
nothing, has no ultimate purpose, is
accountable to no one, and is going
nowhere. The latest Dawkins’ myth is
that America’s love for “religion” is
hindering her scientific advancement,
and he proposes even more humanistic
education as the solution. He says,
“Beyond any doubt America is the
world’s leading scientific power.
Throughout history there has never been
anything like modern America as a
leader of science ... What’s remarkable
is that America is the leading scientific
nation despite being held back by this
incubus, this burden of ignorance and
superstition [the belief in God and divine
creation]” (“Religion is holding America
back,” Business Insider, Oct. 30, 2015).

The truth of Dawkins’ proposition that
belief in God, particularly the God of the
Bible, hinders scientific advancement is
easily tested by the laboratory of history.
First, if such belief hinders science and
if atheism advances it, modern science
would have sprung from something other
than a Christian civilization, but that
didn’t happen. Most of the fathers of
modern science held a biblical
worldview. (See the free eBook
Scientists Who Believe the Bible,
available from www.wayoflife.org.) And
if belief in the Bible as God’s Word
hinders science and if atheism advances
it, America would be light years behind
Communist Russia and China in
scientific advancement. This, of course,
is not true. The “godless Communists”
have had to steal America’s technology
just to stay in the game. In fact, there is
a direct correlation between America’s
technological greatness and her respect
for the Bible. From her inception,
America was a nation powerfully
influenced by Christianity, and the Bible
was her most esteemed Book, exalted in
her churches, quoted by her presidents
and judges, kept in her homes, and taught
in her schools. As America has lost a
reverence for Scripture and as atheism
has spread, she has actually lost her
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technological edge as well as a great deal
of her power, respect, and wealth.
Richard Dawkins has gained fame and
fortune by marketing his hatred of
Jehovah God in an age of blasphemy and
the worship of Self. His book The God
Delusion has sold more than three
million copies, but Jesus Christ asked,
“For what is a man profited, if he shall
gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul? or what shall a man give in
exchange for his soul?” (Matthew
16:26). According to Jesus, man has a
soul; it can be lost; and the saving of it
is worth more than the whole world. I,
for one, will stake my life and eternal
destiny on the words of Jesus.

CHICK-FIL-A SUPPORTS “LGBT”
CAUSES (Friday Church News Notes,
November 6, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Last month, Chick-fil-A sponsored a
film festival that promotes open-mind-
edness toward the LGBT (Lesbian, Gay,
Bisexual, Transgender) movement. The
film festival, Level Ground, was found-
ed by two Fuller Theological Seminary
students to create “safe space for dia-
logue about faith, gender and sexuality
through the arts.” Participating in the
October 15 festival were Jennifer
Knapp, a Contemporary Christian Mu-
sic artist who “came out” as a lesbian in
2005, and Karen Swallow Prior, an Eng-
lish professor at Liberty University and
a research fellow for the Ethics and
Religious Liberty Commission of the
Southern Baptist Convention (“Chick-
fil-A challenged,” Baptist News, Oct.
29, 2015). This summer, Chick-fil-A
donated food to a gay pride parade in
Iowa (“Why is pro-marriage Chick-fil-
A sponsoring an LGBT film festival?”

Charisma News, Oct. 28, 2015). In
2012, there was a huge outpouring of
support for Chick-fil-A after its presi-
dent, Southern Baptist Dan Cathy,
voiced support for traditional marriage
and was attacked by homosexual rights
activists. Less than two years later
Cathy backtracked on that, telling the
Atlanta Journal-Constitution that it had
been a “mistake” to “support political or
social agendas.” He said that he had
been working with LGBT activist Shane
Windmeyer and that Chick-fil-A had
“dramatically” cut donations to groups
considered to be “anti-gay” by homo-
sexual activists.

THEODORE ROOSEVELT’S AD-
VICE TO AMERICAN SOLDIERS
(Friday Church News Notes, November
6, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Theodore (“Teddy”) Roosevelt, 26th
President of the United States (1901-
1909), is one of the many great (though
imperfect) leaders that America has pro-
duced in a bygone era. Though there is
no clear evidence that he was born
again, he did profess faith in Christ,
attended Episcopalian and Dutch Re-
formed Churches regularly, and was a
student of Scripture, the Bible being one
of the books that he carried on safaris in
his “pigskin library.” Roosevelt’s mili-
tarily philosophy was to “speak softly
and carry a big stick.” The hero of
Rough Rider fame had often demon-
strated the will and courage to fight
when necessary, and he sent his “Great
White Fleet” of 16 battleships on a
world tour to remind the nations of his
“big stick.” Roosevelt wrote the intro-
duction to a pocket New Testament &
Psalms distributed to World War I sol-
diers by the New York Bible Society. In
Roosevelt’s day, the United States was
still “the land of the free and home of
the brave” for the very reason that the
Bible was respected. In that day, it was
legal, right, and proper to distribute Bi-
bles anywhere and everywhere in
American society. Roosevelt’s instruc-
tion to U.S. soldiers were diametrically
opposed to the way that most armies

have acted historically (and the way that
the German and Turkish armies, in par-
ticular, acted). Following is what he
wrote: “The teachings of the New Testa-
ment are foreshadowed in Micah’s verse
(Micah vi. 8): ‘What more does the Lord
require of thee than to do justice, and to
love mercy, and to walk humbly with
thy God?’ DO JUSTICE; and therefore
fight valiantly against the armies of Ger-
many and Turkey, for these nations in
this crisis stand for the reign of Moloch
and Beelzebub on this earth. LOVE
MERCY; treat prisoners well, succor
the wounded, treat every woman as if
she was your sister, care for the little
children, and be tender to the old and
helpless. WALK HUMBLY; you will
do so if you study the life and teachings
of the Saviour. May the God of justice
and mercy have you in His keeping”
(emphasis in the original).

CHINA REPLACES ONE-CHILD
POLICY WITH TWO-CHILD ONE
(Friday Church News Notes, November
6, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
China has officially replaced its “one-
child” policy with a two-child one. The
draconian one-child policy was
introduced in 1979 to slow population
growth. The result has been the murder
of an estimated 336 million babies,
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mostly females. That is a third of a
BILLION children that have been killed
in the womb, and this figure doesn’t
include the infanticides that have been
committed outside of the womb. As a
result, there is a shortage of wives for
Chinese men who want to marry. There
are 20 million more men than women in
China (“The ‘marriage squeeze,’”
Business Insider, Apr. 23, 2015). In
2014, Chinese filmmaker Zhang Yimou
was fined 7.48 million yuan ($1.2
million) for breaching the nation’s one-
child policy (“Filmmaker fined,” CNN,
Jan, 20, 2014). Zhang directed the
opening and closing ceremonies of the
2008 Beijing Olympics. The new policy
is only a matter of tweaking existing
policy. The Communist government still
claims for itself the power of life and
death over its slave population. China
has made great strides in many areas, but
it is not a great nation.

WORLD VEGAN DAY (Friday
Church News Notes, November 6, 2015,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
World Vegan Day was November 1.
Founded in 1994 by Louise Wallis, head
of The Vegan Society, it is devoted to
the promotion of vegetarianism and
“animal rights.” Biblically speaking,
there is nothing especially healthy or
spiritual about vegetarianism. God
allowed eating meat before (Gen. 9:3-4)
and during the law of Moses (Lev. 11:3),
and He has renewed this liberty in the
church age. In fact, forbidding meat is
identified as a doctrine of devils (1 Tim.
4:1-5). There is a restriction against
eating blood, though, both in the Old and
New Testament dispensations (Gen. 9:4;
Acts 15:29).

ON NETANYAHU’S STATEMENT
ABOUT AL-HUSSEINI (Friday
Church News Notes, November 6,
2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from “Posi-
tive Spin on Netanyahu’s Blunder,” Is-
rael Today, Oct. 26, 2015: “A gross
overstating is the worst that can be said

about Prime Minister Benjamin Netan-
yahu’s blaming the first ‘Palestinian’
leader Haj Amin Al-Husseini for per-
suading Hitler to implement the ‘Final
Solution to the Jewish Problem.’ ...
Though criticism of this statement isn’t
out of place, too many of the responses
from left-wing politicians and journal-
ists are nothing more than attempts to
derail what should be a proper discus-
sion and turn it into a cheap political
catfight. ... Such false innuendoes, how-
ever, couldn’t stop the surge of respons-
es that used Netanyahu’s inaccuracy to
remind everybody of Haj Amin Al-Hus-
seini’s very real involvement in murder-
ous attacks against Jews, and about his
enthusiastic collaboration with Nazi
Germany. Among the many historians
commenting on Netanyahu's statement
was Wolfgang Schwanitz, who with
Barry Rubin authored Nazis, Islamists
and the Making of the Modern Middle
East. Quoting from his book, Schwanitz
reminded everyone that ‘at their meet-
ing [on November 28, 1941, Hitler and
al-Husseini] concluded the pact of Jew-
ish genocide in Europe and the Middle
East, and immediately afterward, Hitler
gave the order to prepare for the Holo-
caust. The next day invitations went out
to thirteen Nazis for the Wannsee Con-
ference to begin organizing the logistics
of this mass murder. ... al-Husseini
made it clear that if Hitler wanted Mus-
lims and Arabs as allies he must close
Europe’s exits to Jews. At the same
time, al-Husseini and Arab rulers also
told Britain that if it wanted to keep
Arabs and Muslims from being ene-
mies, it must close entrance to Palestine
to all Jews. By succeeding on both
fronts, al-Husseini contributed to the
Holocaust doubly, directly, and from the

start.’ ... The full story of al-Husseini's
direct involvement in the Holocaust is
found in Serbian scholar Jennie Lebl's
book Haj Amin and Berlin.”

FURTHER ARCHAEOLOGICAL
EVIDENCE FOR THE SECOND
TEMPLE (Friday Church News Notes,
November 13, 2015,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Archaeologists have unearthed clear ev-
idence of a citadel built by Antiochus IV
Epiphanes to control Jerusalem in 168
BC. The evidence consists of many
things, including the following: first,
physical evidence of the citadel (its
foundation, a massive wall, and rem-
nants of its tower); second, ballista
stones and bronze arrowheads stamped
with Antiochus’s symbol, a pitchfork;
third, coins dating to Antiochus’s reign.
This confirms the account in I and II
Maccabees and Josephus’ history of the
Jewish wars. Acra Fortress, located
south of the City of David, was con-
structed by Antiochus, king of Syria and
a forerunner of the antichrist, in an at-
tempt to quell a rebellion led by Jewish
priests and centered in the Temple. The
directors of the excavation have stated,
“This sensational discovery allows us
for the first time to reconstruct the lay-
out of settlement and the actual look of
the city on the eve of the Hasmonean
revolt. The new archaeological finds
testify to the establishment of a properly
fortified stronghold constructed on the
high bedrock cliff overlooking the steep
slopes of the City of David hill. This
stronghold controlled all means of ap-
proach to the Temple, and cut the Tem-
ple off from the southern parts of the
city” (“2,000-year-old fortress un-
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earthed in Jerusalem after century-long
search,” Times of Israel, Nov. 3, 2015).

SHARIA LAW AND BLASPHEMY
(Friday Church News Notes, November
13, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
In Islamic Sharia law, blasphemy is
punishable by death, but blasphemy is
not limited to saying something against
Allah. It also includes saying anything
negative against Muhammad, the
Quran, suggesting that the Sharia law is
defective, or “refusing the decision of
the ijma, which is the consensus of the
Islamic community or umma” (Serge
Trifkovic, The Sword of the Prophet, p.
106). The Sharia blasphemy law has
often been used to target someone with
a false accusation. This has happened
frequently in Pakistan and other places
in recent years. And Sharia often be-
comes mob rule, when Muslims take
“justice” into their own hands and injure
or kill those who are accused of blasphe-
my. No evidence is needed. In Novem-
ber 2014, a Christian husband and wife
in Pakistan were burned alive by a mob
on allegations of blasphemy. They were
thrown into the brick kiln at the factory
where they worked. The woman was
pregnant with the couple’s fifth child.
“As the couple was burning and crying
their innocence, the mob was shouting
‘Allah hu Akbar,’ ‘death to blasphem-
er,’ ‘kill infidel Christians’” (“Christian

Couple Burnt Alive,” Pakistan Chris-
tian Post, Nov. 7, 2014). Some other
Sharia laws are as follows: A Muslim
who leaves Islam is subject to death. A
non-Muslim who leads a Muslim away
from Islam is subject to death. A non-
Muslim who marries a Muslim woman
is subject to death. Theft is punishable

by the amputation of the right hand.
Testimonies of four male witnesses are
required to prove rape against a woman.
A woman who has been raped cannot
testify in court against her rapist(s).

HIGH SCHOOL SEXTING SCAN-
DAL (Friday Church News Notes, No-
vember 13, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - A
Colorado high school is being investi-

gated by police for a massive sexting
scandal after several hundred indecent
images of students were found on cell
phones. George Welsh, Superintendent
of Schools in the Canon City School
District south of Denver, said, “There
isn’t a school in the United States proba-
bly at this point that hasn’t at some point
dealt with the issue of sexting” (“Sexting
Scandal,” CNN, Nov. 7, 2015). He is
identifying a moral plague, but the au-
thorities only address its symptoms. The
root issue is the promotion of moral li-
cense at every level of society, particu-
larly by the entertainment industry. It is
impossible to effectually deal with sex-
ting without putting moral controls on
such things as music, television, movies,
social media, and video games. At a
deeper level, the issue is the lack of
moral authority in a society that is still to
a large degree “Christian,” and this is a
problem that points to the apostasy and
compromise in America’s pulpits. Amer-
ica doesn’t fear God because the fear of
God is not preached from most of its
pulpits. It was the lack of the fear of God
and the spiritual powerlessness of Amer-
ica’s churches that allowed the public
schools to be taken over by the godless.

RICHARD DAWKINS MAKES AN-
OTHER BLUNDER IN HIS DE-
FENSE OF FAIRY TALES (Friday

Church News Notes, November 13,
2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from “Rich-
ard Dawkins Chides a Real Scientist,”
Ken Ham, Answers in Genesis, Nov. 2,
2015: “On CNN, November 1, TV host
Fareed Zakaria interviewed
atheist/religious zealot Richard Dawk-
ins. And no surprise, Dawkins, in his
usual disparaging style, derided anyone
who believes God created the universe
and all life and who reject the fairy-tale
belief that all life arose by natural pro-
cesses. Dawkins particularly disparaged
Dr. Ben Carson, running for US Presi-
dent. In this interview, Dawkins made
the false claim (that he’s made many
times) that ‘evolution is the bedrock of
biology and biology is the bedrock of
medicine.’ He went on to say this about
Dr. Carson: ‘He clearly doesn’t under-
stand the fundamental theorem of his
own subject. That is a terrible indict-
ment.’ Actually, by making such an ig-
norant and nonsensical statement,
Dawkins is disproving his own accusa-
tion! Obviously, Dr. Carson didn’t need
to believe in evolution to become a
world-renowned pediatric neurosurgeon
with sophisticated skills at age 33, re-
ceive 67 honorary doctorate degrees,
separate conjoined twins, become a
member of the Alpha Honor Medical
Society, be named to the Horatio Alger
Society of Distinguished Americans, be
picked by Time magazine as one of the
nation's 20 foremost physicians and sci-
entists, for the Library of Congress to
select him as one of 89 ‘Living Legends’
... along with many other accomplish-
ments. How does that impressive list line
up with what Richard Dawkins has ac-
complished in this world? And if Dr.
Carson can achieve all these accomplish-
ments without believing in evolution,
what then does evolution have to do with
medicine? As I challenged TV’s Bill Nye
‘the Science Guy’ (and I have also chal-
lenged Dawkins), name one technologi-
cal advancement (including one medical
advancement) that could not have come
about without a belief in evolution?
Well, there are no such examples. Evolu-
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tion is not the ‘bedrock’ of biology or
medicine! Evolution is a fairy tale, akin
to Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs!”

TIGHT CLOTHING AND IMMOD-
ESTY (Friday Church News Notes, No-
vember 13, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Tight clothing is at least as much a po-
tential moral stumbling stone for men as
skimpy clothing. When we invited feed-
back on this issue in 2007 while writing
the book Dressing for the Lord, most of
the men who responded indicated that
TIGHT SKIRTS, TIGHT BLOUSES,
FORM-FITTING JEANS, AND ONE-
PIECE BATHING SUITS hold a
“VERY great potential” for lust. Since
then it has become popular for females
to wear tights under a tiny skirt or long
shirt and think they are modest since
they are “covered up,” but this is incred-
ibly seductive attire. It makes me won-
der what prostitutes do today to set
themselves apart from the crowd. In our
survey, one man said tight clothing is
“very inviting and a potential for lust.”
Another said, “You don’t even need to
see skin; they provide all the curves.”
Another said: “I would say the number
one problem is any garment that is form
fitting, be it jeans, pants, skirt, dress,
shirt, whatever. Anything that is tight,
no matter how long it is, leaves nothing
to the imagination, and that defeats the
whole purpose of covering the skin in
the first place!” Another said: “One
thing I see in my church is tight cloth-
ing. It is revealing the shape in a woman.
This can be even more tantalizing to a
man.” Another wrote: “The point is that
it is not the type of clothing that can trip
a man up, rather it is the amount and the
level of cling to the body.” Some of the
men also mentioned low-riding jeans as
a cause for concern, not only because
they totally emphasize the woman’s fig-
ure but also because they are suggestive
of a bare midriff even if covered with a
T-shirt. The T-shirt in such a case is
invariably tight, of course.

U.S. PRESIDENT WARNS ABOUT
ISLAM’S MARCH (Friday Church

News Notes, November 13, 2015,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Theodore Roosevelt, 26th President of
the United States (1901-09), wrote the
following in 1916: “Christianity was
saved in Europe solely because the peo-
ples of Europe fought. If the peoples of
Europe in the 7th and 8th centuries, and
on up to and including the 17th century,
had not possessed a military equality
with, and gradually a growing superior-
ity over the Mohammedans who invad-
ed Europe, Europe would at this
moment be Mohammedan and the
Christian religion would be exterminat-
ed” (Roosevelt, Fear God and Take
Your Own Part). Islam’s attempt to con-
quer Europe in the eighth century was
thwarted in the east by the Byzantines
and in the west by the Franks.

ON THE PARIS ATTACKS (Friday
Church News Notes, November 20,
2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is adapted from some
thoughts on the recent terrorist assaults
by Hughie Seaborn of Cairns, Queen-
sland, Australia, a former Pentecostal
who is today a friend of the Truth and a
friend of the editor of the Friday Church
News Notes: “The Babylonians and Syr-
ians are now well entrenched amongst
the peoples of the nations who have
rejected the God of the Bible and refuse
to retain Him in their knowledge. The

events of 9/11 in New York City are
happening today in other countries be-
cause they’ve rejected the God of the
Bible and made a ‘god’ of their own
imaginations. The nation’s leaders make
strange and dangerous decisions about
immigration, because they’ve rejected
God and He gives them over to think
strange thoughts and to make strange
decisions, so it says in Romans chapter
one. God brings His enemies upon them
to cause those who claim to be His peo-
ple to reconsider their evil
ways. Sometimes they repent, like in the
book of Joel, but sometimes they get
worse, like what’s happening in
France. A man brings his mobile piano
to the scene of the crime, where people
had been ‘innocently’ enjoying a filthy
Death Metal concert just hours before,
and plays John Lennon’s blasphemous,
God-rejecting song ‘Imagine’ (“Man
bikes grand piano to attacked Paris con-
cert hall, plays Lennon’s Imagine,” CB-
CNews, Nov. 14, 2015). The song says
we should ‘imagine that there’s no
Heaven or Hell, and no religion too’
(especially not that narrow-minded Bi-
ble type). Maybe the man should drag
his piano over to Iraq or Syria and play
that song to ISIS. Not to be outdone,
Pope Francis responds to the Paris at-
tacks by shuffling to the window over-
looking St. Peter’s Square and offering
a prayer of world peace to ‘Mary, Moth-
er of mercy’ (“It’s blasphemy to use
God’s name to justify violence,”
Zenit.org, Nov. 15, 2015). The pope
called the French nation ‘the eldest

daughter of the Church, all of Europe
and the whole world,’ referring to the
long history of the Catholic Church in
France. Doesn’t sound like anyone’s
going to repent any time soon, does it?”
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ON THE SYMPHONY
ORCHESTRA (Friday Church News
Notes, November 13, 2015,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
I love good music, and I particularly
love a good symphony orchestra. It is
one of the most wonderful things that
fallen man has invented, and it
invariably turns my thoughts to music
in Christ’s kingdom. I love the beauty
of the sound, the unity, the
complexity, the depth, the flexibility,
the variety, and the brilliance and
technical expertise required to write
and perform a symphony piece. It is
said that music is the language of the
emotions, and what emotions a
symphony orchestra can evoke! André
Rieu and the Johann Strauss Orchestra
with its repertoire of beautiful
symphonic music can attract 65,000
listeners at one performance even in
this shallow age of pop music. The
following observation on the
symphony orchestra is by the late
Klaus Roy, program annotator for the
Cleveland Orchestra, founded in 1918
and one of America’s “Big Five”

orchestras: “What more miraculous
creation of mankind is there than the
symphony orchestra--a hundred
musicians collaborating flawlessly in
the creation of a single sonority from
moment to moment, under the
guidance of a single and singular
mind who conveys the sound image
of another’s tonal imagination, and
carrying with it a single listener as it
carries a thousand or two thousand?
We tend to take for granted the skill
and sensitivity of such a performing
organism, and we should take time to
marvel afresh that such a joint effort
is possible for human beings, so rich
in communication, beauty and
meaning.” The symphony orchestra is
evidence for the divine creation of
man for those who have eyes to see.

PETA SUES IN BEHALF OF SELF-
IE MONKEY (Friday Church News
Notes, November 20, 2015,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The animal rights organization PETA
(People for the Ethical Treatment of
Animals) has sued photographer David
Slater who published photos of a mon-
key using his camera to take selfies.
PETA claims that the monkey should be
the legal owner and should receive pro-
ceeds from the sale of the photo (“PE-
TA’s Lawsuit over a Monkey Selfie,”
Petapixel.com, Nov. 12, 2015). This is
a publicity stunt by a nutty organization,
but it is also probably an attempt to get
some court somewhere to accept an ani-
mal as a legal entity and thus try to set a
precedent. “Nutty” is definitely an accu-
rate description of these people. PETA
founder Ingrid Newkirk said, “The
smallest form of life, even an ant or a
clam, is equal to a human being,” and,
“there really is no rational reason for
saying a human being has special
rights.” She says, “A rat is a pig is a dog
is a boy.” She likens the death of broiler
chickens to the Nazi’s murder of Jews.
In 1990, she told Reader’s Digest that
humans “are the biggest blight on the
face of the planet.” As elitists, though,
she and her friends haven’t volunteered
to step up to the plate to decrease the
human population. PETA types also
haven’t answered this question: “If evo-
lution is true, as you say, and man is
merely an animal and we came from
nothing and are nothing and go to noth-
ing and there is no ultimate meaning or
absolute morality, why does it matter
what we do, and why don’t you, there-
fore, mind your own business?”

RUSH LIMBAUGH-THINKING
PASTORS (Friday Church News
Notes, November 20, 2015,
www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Rush Limbaugh is a conservative politi-
cal commentator and entertainer who
makes no profession of being a born
again Christian, to my knowledge, but
many Baptist pastors don’t seem to be

much wiser than he is on political and
social issues. Limbaugh understands the
problems and he understands politics,
but he doesn’t understand the root is-
sues and the fundamental elements of
how to solve the problems, because
these are spiritual rather than political
and social. Problems such as the homo-
sexual agenda, abortion rights, femi-
nism, liberal economics, racial
disharmony, Islamic terrorism, and the
gross lack of wisdom in the political
realm can be effectively addressed only

if one understands the underlying causes
and spiritual realities. One must under-
stand such facts as God’s holiness and
justice, His hidden activity in world
events toward the fulfillment of His
eternal program, man’s fallen nature,
the reality of the devil and demonic
powers, the Great Commission and the
church as God’s program for this age,
and the mystery of iniquity, the end
times, and other elements of Bible
prophecy. It is my understanding of
such things that makes me dramatically
different in my thinking than any un-
saved conservative American pundit,
from Rush Limbaugh to Shawn Hanni-
ty, from Breitbart to Fox News. I see the
same problems that they see, but I know
that the solution is beyond the reach of
politics and social action. I don’t share
their frustrations, because I know that
God is ultimately in control and that His
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plans cannot be thwarted. I have His
promises for today and His prophecies
of the future. I am well informed about
current events, but I know that I can do
more to help America by keeping my
focus on fulfilling the Lord’s Commis-
sion of world evangelism and building
sound churches and being a prayer war-
rior than the efforts of all of the conser-
vative political action committees and
news agencies combined. (For more on
this see “Rush Limbaugh and Christian
Dittoheads” at www.wayoflife.org.)

THE OTTOMAN MUSLIMS AND
DEVSHIRME (Friday Church News
Notes, November 20, 2015,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The Ottomans had a horrible practice
called devshirme, whereby the sultan’s
agents would periodically take one-fifth
of all boys from Christian families. Also
called Blood Levy, it was introduced by
Sultan Orkhan (1326-1359). “On a fixed
date, all the fathers were ordered to
appear with their children in the public
square. The recruiting agents chose the
most sturdy, handsome, and intelligent
children. Any father who shirked his
duty to provide children was severely
punished. This system was open to all
kinds of abuse. The recruiting agents
often took more than the prescribed
number of children and sold the ‘surplus’
children back to their parents. Those
unable to buy back their children had to
accept their being sold into slavery” (Ibn
Warraq, Why I Am Not a Muslim, 1995,
p. 231). Parents who resisted were killed.
Some parents deliberately mutilated their
children to make them unattractive to the
recruiting agents. Some of the strongest

and fittest of the children enslaved
through devshirme were raised to join an
elite military corps called Janissaries
(“new soldier”) that formed the Sultan’s
guard. It lasted from about 1350 to 1826.
The slave boys were forced into Islam
and trained in strict discipline and
warfare. In 1826, Sultan Abdul Mahmud
II slaughtered many of the Janissaries
and disbanded it as a fighting force.

THANKFUL FOR A PASTOR OF
GOOD CHRISTIAN CHARACTER
(Friday Church News Notes, November
20, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -

The following is from “The Vanishing
Ethics of the Ministry” by Buddy Smith,
Heads Up! Sept. 18, 2015: “How I thank
God for my Christian parents, for my
Sunday School teachers, and especially
for my Preacher. He never cheated on his
wife; he never lied; he never stole from
the church; he never turned a blind eye
to a song leader having an affair with the
pianist or even the janitor playing his
guitar in a beer joint. He discerned the
difference between good and evil and
never mingled them together. He
preached on hell, on separation, on
dancing, on movies, and on bad
language. He preached a saving gospel
with fire and power; he challenged the
Sunday School teachers to visit more and
study harder and teach better. He saw our
church grow when every other church in
town went into decline during the
summer months. He had virtue and
integrity and morals and godliness and
Christian ethics! He knew what was right
and stuck to it, and we loved him for it!
He was our preacher for thirteen years.

We never had better! ... It was because
of our preacher and his helpers that I saw
through the hypocrisy and deceitfulness
of the pastors who had virtually no
Christian ethics: Men who spent church
money on themselves and were asked to
leave; men who kept a mistress; men
who smilingly lied to their
congregations; men who stole sheep
from other churches; men who covered
up for each other when they were caught;
men who slandered those who
questioned their immoral conduct; men
who stole faith promise money for
missions and spent it; men who did their
best to split another pastor’s church; men
who lied to the tax department; and men
who shut struggling churches down, sold
the building, and pocketed the money,
ad infinitum, ad nauseum.”

A MOTHER’S SECRET (Friday
Church News Notes, November 20,
2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
“Someone asked a mother whose
children had turned out very well the
secret by which she had prepared them
for usefulness and for the Christian life.
Without hesitation she answered: ‘When
I washed my children, I prayed that they
might be cleansed by the Saviour’s
precious blood. When I put on their
garments, I prayed that they might be
arrayed in the garments of salvation and
in the robe of God’s righteousness.
When I gave them food, I prayed that
they might be fed with the Bread of Life.
When I started them on the road to
school, I prayed that their faith might be
as the shining light, brighter and brighter
to the perfect day. When I put them to
sleep, I prayed that they might be
enfolded in the Saviour’s everlasting
arms.’ No wonder her children were
early led to a saving knowledge of the
Lord Jesus Christ and became
adornments to the doctrine of God our
Saviour in all things! What a joy to that
mother’s heart when her children rise up
and call her blessed! Now that her secret
has been revealed, may hosts of other
mothers follow it” (Moments for You,
May/June, 1988).
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SBC PRESIDENT TO SPEAK AT
RADICAL CHARISMATIC CON-
FERENCE (Friday Church News Notes,
November 27, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Ronnie Floyd, President of the Southern
Baptist Convention, is scheduled to speak
in December at International House of
Prayer’s OneThing 2015
(ihopkc.org/onething/speakers-worship
leaders). This demonstrates how deeply
the SBC has drunk of the false charismatic
spirit and how spiritually dangerous this
denomination is. It is a fearful hodge-
podge of truth and error. IHOP was found-
ed in 1999 by Mike Bickle, joined by Bob
Jones (not the Bob Jones of BJU), John
Paul Jackson, Paul Cain, David Parker,
and Francis Frangipane and other so
called prophets of a latter-day miracle
revival movement. Bickle’s emphasis is a
Latter Rain signs and wonders ministry in
preparation for Christ’s return. IHOP
hosts 24/7 prayer meetings which are
mystical contemporary worship “encoun-
ters” powered by rock music. They are
weird charismatic free-for-alls. IHOP’s
24/7 prayer sessions have been described
as “euphoric worship ... mesmeric, musi-
cal worship, repeating the same phrases
over and over.” I can confirm this from
my visit in October 2014 to an IHOP
conference. IHOP’s 24/7 “prayer” is not
about thoughtful, biblical prayer or quiet,
thoughtful meditation on Scripture. It is
about charismatic mysticism whereby
God is allegedly “encountered” in and
beyond Scripture. It is about “experienc-
ing” God. It is about bringing in the king-
dom of God through signs and wonders.
This is why IHOP is attracted to Roman
Catholic contemplative prayer, as evi-
denced by the fact that their bookstore
features dozens of contemplative titles.
Contemplative prayer has the same mysti-
cal objective as IHOP’s 24/7 prayer: an
experience with God and direct revelation
from God beyond Scripture. But when

you go beyond Scripture, you go beyond
the God of Scripture, and you open your-
self to angels of darkness masquerading as
angels of light. This is why charismatic
worship and contemplative prayer lead to
association with Rome, the heart and soul
of apostasy, and ultimately to universal-
ism, pantheism, panentheism, and idolatry,
as we have documented in the book Con-
templative Mysticism. IHOP is so deceived
that it believes it will literally direct God’s
judgments on earth during the Tribulation.
For more on this see “The International
House of Prayer” at www.wayoflife.org.

PASTOR OF SINGAPORE PENTE-
COSTAL MEGA-CHURCH SEN-
TENCED TO PRISON FOR
MISAPPROPRIATION OF FUNDS
(Friday Church News Notes, November
27, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Kong Hee, founder and senior pastor of a
Pentecostal megachurch in Singapore, has
been sentenced to eight years in prison for
misappropriating church funds to support
his wife’s pop singing career. Five other
church leaders were given sentences rang-
ing from 21 months to six years. The sum
misappropriated by the leaders of City Har-
vest Church (CHC) was a whopping $35
million. Corruption of this magnitude is
rare in this city state which has a well-
deserved reputation for law and order.
Leave it to a charismatic pastor to set the
bar of corruption high and make Christian-
ity a laughing-stock before the entire na-
tion! The pop singer, Ho Yeow Sun, was
recently ordained as a pastor of the church.
She will be able to carry on the family
business while her husband is in prison.
Michael Scales of New York’s Christian
College performed her ordination, speak-
ing the nonsensical words, “I pray when
she speaks, fire will come out of her belly.”
Ho Sun is a popular Chinese pop singer
who lives a pop star’s lifestyle, complete
with immodest dress, champagne parties,
and very sensual rock videos. A friend who
provides information that helps with my
research said, “I looked at a few of her
videos but could not present them because
of their vile content.” A Baptist pastor
friend in Singapore wrote, “It was just last
weekend that I came to know that her hor-
rible and slutty music video (‘China
Wine’) was actually aired live in church at

CHC when it first came out. It is hard to
imagine any husband willingly showing
off his wife in church dressed like a
whore, dancing like one, and worse, a
pastor’s wife.” Kong Hee and other lead-
ers of City Harvest who have been con-
victed in Singapore’s no-nonsense courts
still proclaim their innocence, though it
was proven that they put millions of
dollars into sham bond investments and
tried to hide their deeds from the law.
According to the Gospel Herald for Oct.
29, 2015, the church is standing with its
crooked leaders (“City Harvest Founder
Kong Hee Thanks Congregation for
‘Grace and Love’ as Wife Sun Ho Is
Ordained as Pastor,” Oct. 29, 2015). This
demonstrates a lack of integrity across
the entire congregation. They have been
blinded and morally numbed by a heap-
ing dose of mindless demonic mysticism
served up through rock music, charis-

matic experiences, and false doctrine.
Kong Hee follows in the footsteps of
many other prominent Pentecostal-Char-
ismatic leaders who have brought re-
proach upon the name of Jesus Christ
before a mocking world, as we have
documented extensively in the book The
Pentecostal-Charismatic Movements:
The History and the Error. Last year,
David Yonggi Cho, founder of Yoido
Full Gospel Church in Seoul, South Ko-
rea, long billed as the world’s largest
church, was sentenced to three years for
breach of trust and corruption (“David
Yonggi Cho,” The Gospel Herald, Feb.
21, 2014). Cho, one of Kong Hee’s men-
tors, was found guilty of causing $12
million in losses to the church by having
officials buy stocks owned by his eldest
son, Cho Hee-jun, at nearly four times
market value. David Cho’s three-year
sentence was suspended because of his
age and prominence, but he was ordered
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• Exalting the Lord Jesus Christ; His eternal perfect, and preserved Word; and the Gospel of his Grace.
(2 Peter 3:1-2, 18)

• Standing for the whole counsel of God. (Acts 20:27; Jude 3)
• Challenging Christian workers to uphold the truth and resist the apostasy of our times. (1 Timothy 6:20-21)
• Exposing the spirit of error and compromise within Christendom (Hosea 4:6a; 2 Tim. 3)
• Upholding the New Testament Church (1 Tim. 6:13-14). O Timothy is a ministry of Bethel Baptist Church of London, Ontario.
• Challenging churches to fulfill the Great Commission of world evangelism (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 13-14)
• Standing for the Received Text of the Holy Scriptures, the Authorized Version in the English Language, and sound translations of the TR

in the languages of the world. (Ps. 12:6-7)

Aim of O Timothy Magazine

to pay a penalty of US $4.7 million, and
Cho Hee-jun’s three-year sentence was
not suspended.

THE PARIS ATTACKS AND DANC-
ING WITH THE DEVIL (Friday
Church News Notes, November 27, 2015,
www.wayoflife.org, fbns@wayoflife.org,
866-295-4143) - The following is excerpt-
ed from “Dancing with the Devil” by
Charles Gardner, Israel Today, Nov. 19,
2015: “Even before I learnt that the main
target of the Paris massacre was a theatre
until recently owned by Jews, I had been
wondering whether we Westerners were
reaping the consequences of ‘dancing with
the devil’. ... London Mayor Boris John-
son referred to the perpetrators--Islamic

State terrorists--as a ‘death cult’, which it
certainly is. But what commentators seem
deliberately to have missed--along with
the Bataclan concert hall’s Jewish connec-
tion--was the link between such evil ex-
tremism and the dark nature of the concert
that claimed most of the lives lost last
Friday night. The Eagles of Death Metal
band had apparently just started a song
called Kiss the Devil when the gunmen
opened fire and the auditorium morphed
into the devil’s domain. Fantasy became
reality, with one witness describing it as

‘hell’. ... Hardly anyone in the media talks
of biblical prophecy. Yet that would shed
an awful lot of light on this dark subject!
Just one example of this is that the world
would be full of violence--as in the days of
Noah--in the time immediately preceding
the return of Jesus to set up his kingdom of
peace. Politicians have referred to the Paris
massacre as an ‘attack on civilization’. But
my response is: what civilization? We
seem obsessed with dark and lurid fantasy,
and with images of violence in our living
rooms. We congratulate ourselves on our
culture of ‘freedom’, bought at a great
price in two world wars and, before that,
with the blood of Christian martyrs who
went to the stake for the cause of publish-
ing God’s Word, now discarded and
thrown to the winds, only to be replaced by
moral relativism where there are virtually
no rules for living; where we promote
death (through abortion and euthanasia, for
example) and set about ‘redefining’ mar-
riage, family and society as a whole. Ho-
mophobia and Islamaphobia are among the
many politically-correct don’ts to have re-
placed the Ten Commandments. ... Tragi-
cally, however, our moral defences are
down, our walls have been breached, and
the foundations of our Judeo-Christian civ-
ilization have been undermined. That is
why we are wobbling as a society in grave
danger of collapse. I can’t speak for France
and the rest of Europe, but as far as Britain
is concerned, time is running out. ... We
were once a great nation sending mission-
aries around the world to share the life-
changing (indeed, nation-changing) good
news about Jesus. But now we have
thrown out what was once most precious to
us. Jesus told us to build on the rock. But
we have built on sand.”

OBAMA IS FIRST SITTING U.S.
PRESIDENT TO POSE FOR COVER
OF A PRO-HOMOSEXUAL MAGA-
ZINE (Friday Church News Notes, No-
vember 27, 2015, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - Ba-
rack Obama has made history again by
being the first U.S. president to be fea-
tured on the cover of a homosexual activ-
ist magazine. He appears on the
December cover of Out magazine as “Al-
ly of the Year.” The magazine says, “The
44th President of the United States ... [has
helped] us secure marriage equality,
among other landmark initiatives that are
transforming our place in America.” This
is true. Obama is transforming the place
of homosexuality in America, and it has
spelled persecution for Bible-believing
Christians. Obama has framed homosexu-
al rights as civil rights, equating it with
equal rights for blacks. But homosexuali-
ty is not a skin color; it is a moral act. It is
an act that is condemned by the Bible as
unnatural and sinful. “For this cause God
gave them up unto vile affections: for
even their women did change the natural
use into that which is against nature: And
likewise also the men, leaving the natural
use of the woman, burned in their lust one
toward another; men with men working
that which is unseemly, and receiving in
themselves that recompence of their error
which was meet” (Romans 1:26-27).
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