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“Keep that which is committed to thy trust...”

A Monthly Newsletter for Spiritual Protection and Edification Volume 34 - Issue 7 - July 2017

Digging in the Walls: A month’s
worth of news items, republished from
Friday Church News Notes. Page 16.

“Words could not be more clear and simple to
understand, and this is the consistent testimony of
the entire Bible…The same Israel that turned from
God and was judged and scattered among the
nations will be restored to her land, the very land
upon which she lived in ancient times, and she will
live on that land and be blessed in that land, and the
Son of David will restore the Davidic kingdom and
rule and reign over it. That’s the teaching of the
Bible from the Pentateuch to Revelation.” Page 11.

The following is excerpted from the new book WHAT
ABOUT STEVEN ANDERSON?, which is available in
print or as a free eBook from:

https://www.wayoflife.org/free_ebooks/what_about_stev
en_anderson.php

Anderson is an Independent Baptist preacher who has
growing influence through his YouTube videos and
movies. This review of his teaching deals with the
following errors:

● Holocaust denial
● Replacement Theology
● Rejection of biblical Repentance
● The heresy that salvation doesn’t have evidence
● Cursing of homosexuals
● Christ suffering in hell as an atonement for sin
● The denial of the imminency of the Rapture

We give extensive proof that God is not finished with
Israel and that the church is not Israel and defend the
Pre-Tribulation Rapture (155 pages).

IS GOD FINISHED WITH ISRAEL? - By David Cloud
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We are told by many that God is finished with Israel, that
she has been replaced with the church, and that the church
is Zion, and the earthly Jerusalem has been replaced with
the heavenly Jerusalem.

We have long been told this by covenant theologians who
follow the “church fathers” that devised this view.

Now are hearing replacement theology taught by some
Independent Baptists.

In the video Marching to Zion, Steven Anderson teaches
that Israel today, the Israel that returned to the land and
established a modern state, is not the Israel of the Bible.
Rather, God is finished with the nation Israel and New
Testament believers are the “true Israel.”

“It’s those of us who believe in Jesus Christ that are
Israel. ... We Christians are the true people of God. We
are the true Israel. And we are marching to Zion” (Ander-
son, Marching to Zion).

Other men associated with Anderson are saying the same
thing.

“So I’m Israel. Those people over there are not Israel”
(Pastor M.J. Filenius, 36th Street Missionary Baptist
Phoenix, Arizona, cited in Marching to Zion).

“There is NOTHING in the New Testament to support the
Jewish occupation of Palestine. In fact, Paul clearly tells
the believers, that we (saved) are the ‘seed of Abraham’
and the ‘children of promise’ (Galatians 3-4; Romans 9)”
(Matt Furse, Who Is Israel?)

These men are saying that God is finished with national
Israel, and in this report we intend to answer that false
charge from Scripture.

Who says that God is not finished with national
Israel? The whole Bible says this. It is taught from
Genesis to Revelation. The only way to refute it is to
allegorize and spiritualize a vast amount of plain
Scripture, which is exactly what Replacement
Theology does and which is exactly what we refuse to
do. No one is going to rob us of a consistent normal-
literal method of interpreting Bible prophecy, because
the evidence that this is the proper method of
interpretation is overwhelming.

The Abrahamic Covenant

The Abrahamic Covenant says God is not finished with
Israel.

God’s covenant with Abraham is one of the most
important things in human history. By this covenant, God
created the nation Israel and brought the Scriptures and
the Saviour to the world. By this covenant, God brought
salvation to the sinful human race through Christ. By this
covenant, God will fulfill His eternal plan to bring
together all things in one in Christ (Eph. 1:10).

The Three Blessings

God’s covenant to Abraham promises personal blessings
(for Abraham himself), national blessings (for the 12
tribes of Israel), and universal blessings (for all of the
redeemed)--not one or the other, but all three.

The personal aspect of Abraham’s covenant belongs to
Abraham himself (“I will bless thee, and make thy name
great,” Ge. 12:2). Abraham is one of the most important
men in human history. He is mentioned 250 times in the
Bible. He was blessed by wealth even in his lifetime (Ge.
24:35). Through Isaac, Abraham is the father of the Jews
and the Christians, and through Ishmael, he is the father
of the Arabs and the Muslims. Paradise is named after
him (Lu. 16:22), because he is the father of saving faith
(Ro. 4:11; Ga. 3:14).

The national aspect of Abraham’s covenant belongs to
the nation Israel (“I will make of thee a great nation,” Ge.
12:2). Israel inherited the covenant through Isaac (Ge.
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26:1-4) and Jacob, whose name was changed to Israel.
God said to Jacob, “And the land which I gave Abraham
and Isaac, to thee I will give it, and to thy seed after thee
will I give the land” (Ge. 35:9-12). To national Israel
belongs the land that was promised to Abraham.
Compare Ge. 12:7; 13:14-17; 15:7. In 1 Chronicles
16:13-16 David affirmed that Abraham’s covenant
passed through Isaac and Jacob to Jacob’s children, the
nation Israel, and that the promise includes the
inheritance of the land.

The universal blessings of the Abrahamic Covenant are
enjoyed by all believers through Abraham’s greater Seed,
Jesus Christ (“and in thee shall all families of the earth
be blessed,” Ge. 12:3). Those who receive Christ become
Abraham’s seed (Gal. 3:6-9, 29). But New Testament
believers do not possess the land of Israel and our hope
is not tied to that land. Our hope is not earthly but
heavenly. We will rule and reign with Christ, not as
Israel, but as Christ’s Bride. How exactly the church will
relate to Israel in the Millennial kingdom is not revealed
in Scripture.

The Seed of Abraham

Abraham was promised a seed. This is mentioned at least
24 times in Genesis (Ge. 12:7; 13:15; 13:16; 15:5, 13,
18; 16:10; 17:7, 8, 9, 10; 17:19; 21:12; 22:17, 18; 24:7;
26:3, 4, 24; 28:4, 13, 14; 32:12; 35:12; 48:4).

There is national and physical seed. Abraham’s seed is
the nation Israel which shall inherit the land (Ge. 15:13-
21).

There is spiritual seed through Christ (Ga. 3:16, 29). The
apostle Paul teaches that all of the blessings of the
Abrahamic Covenant come through Abraham’s greater
Seed, Christ (Gal. 3:16), but Paul also teaches that Israel
today is Abraham’s seed, though not currently the
children of God (Ro. 11:1; 2 Co. 11:22).

The rebellion of Abraham’s national seed, Israel, does
not annul the promises that God has made to her.

Everywhere in Scripture we are taught that national Israel
would be judged for her sin, but that she will be restored
to her own land and to the place of God’s blessing when
she repents. In the section on distinguishing Israel from
the Church in the previous section on the Interpretation

of Prophecy, we looked at many passages that teach this
(Deuteronomy 28-30; Hosea 3:4-5; Amos 9:8-15; Acts
3:18-21; 15:13-18; Romans 11:25-29).

Consider Leviticus 26:31-45. This passage describes the
judgment that will come upon Israel because of her sin
against God, but it says further that Israel will be restored
when she repents and acknowledges her sin, and this
restoration is because of the covenant that God made with
Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.

“THEN WILL I REMEMBER MY COVENANT WITH JA-
COB, AND ALSO MY COVENANT WITH ISAAC, AND
ALSO MY COVENANT WITH ABRAHAM will I remember;
and I WILL REMEMBER THE LAND. The land also shall
be left of them, and shall enjoy her sabbaths, while she
lieth desolate without them: and they shall accept of the
punishment of their iniquity: because, even because they
despised my judgments, and because their soul abhorred
my statutes. And yet for all that, when they be in the land
of their enemies, I WILL NOT CAST THEM AWAY, NEI-
THER WILL I ABHOR THEM, TO DESTROY THEM UT-
TERLY, AND TO BREAK MY COVENANT WITH THEM:
for I am the LORD their God. But I will for their sakes
remember THE COVENANT OF THEIR ANCESTORS,
whom I brought forth out of the land of Egypt in the sight
of the heathen, that I might be their God: I am the LORD”
(Le. 26:42-45).

Words could not be plainer. Israel’s rebellion does not
annul the covenant that He made with her through Jacob.
In this passage, God is talking about the people of Israel
and the land of Israel, and there is no legitimate way to
apply this to the church.

The Blessing and the Curse (Ge. 12:3)

God promised to bless those who bless Abraham and to
curse those who curse him.

Laban testified that God blessed him for Jacob’s sake
(Ge. 30:27).

Potiphar testified that God blessed him for Joseph’s sake
(Ge. 39:2-3).

The principle of cursing those who curse Abraham and
blessing those who bless him is applicable to Abraham’s
national seed. God has blessed and cursed nations for
how they have treated Israel.

God has used many nations to judge Israel when she
sinned, but He always judged those pagan nations
afterwards. Isaiah 33:1 pronounces woe upon “the
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spoilers,” referring to the spoilers of Israel. God used the
spoilers to judge sinning Israel, but He pronounced woe
upon the spoilers. This happened to Assyria (Isa. 10:25).
It happened to Babylon (Jer. 51:11). God took vengeance
on Babylon for destroying Israel’s temple. In Zechariah
2:8-9, God says that Israel is the apple of His eye, and
He warns that He will judge those who destroy Israel.

The prophet Ezekiel addressed many nations and
pronounced judgment upon them for hating Israel.

See Eze. 25:3-7 (Ammonites), Eze. 25:8-11 (Moab), Eze.
25:12-14 (Edom), Eze. 25:15-17 (Philistines), Eze.
26:2-5 (Tyre), Eze. 28:22-24 (Zidon), Eze. 35:3-15
(Edom).

Israel is under God judgment today for her unbelief, but
she is still Israel, and she still belongs to God, and she is
still under God’s watchcare, and those who curse her are
still cursed. I, for one, would not curse Israel, even in her
most apostate condition. When Israel was wandering in
the wilderness because of her sin and unbelief, God did
not allow Balaam to curse her. “How shall I curse, whom
God hath not cursed? or how shall I defy, whom the
LORD hath not defied?” (Nu. 23:8).

I believe we can see this biblical principle at work in the
history of Great Britain. After Britain turned against
Israel and renounced the Balfour Declaration, which was
a solemn promise because of Jewish help during World
War I, and Britain did everything she could to arm the
Arabs and to disarm the Jews prior to and after 1948, she
soon lost her empire.

The principle of cursing those who curse Abraham and
blessing those who bless him is applicable to born-again
Christians who are Abraham’s seed (Ga. 3:29). God has
blessed nations for how they have treated Christians and
how they have given liberty for the preaching of the
gospel. We can see this today. Those nations that give
the most freedom for gospel preaching and church work
are the most blessed nations.

The Covenant of Deuteronomy 29-30

The covenant of Deuteronomy says God is not finished
with Israel (Deuteronomy 29-30). It has been called “the
Palestinian Covenant,” but we believe that a better name
is “the Return Covenant.”

The covenant of Deuteronomy 29-30 guarantees the
return of Israel to the land. The same Israel that would
rebel and be cast out of the land and suffer great
indignation (De. 30:22-28) will return (De. 30:1-9).

This covenant was made with the 12 tribes of Israel at
the end of the 40 years of wilderness wandering just
before they entered the Promised Land. It was made in
the land of Moab (De. 29:1), which bordered the land of
Canaan on the east.

The covenant promises that Israel will be restored to the
land and blessed after the judgments of God are finished
(De. 30:1-9).

The covenant is unconditional and sure--“thou SHALT
return and shalt obey his voice” (De. 30:2-2); “the Lord
thy God WILL bring thee into the land” (De. 30:5); “God
WILL circumcise thine heart” (De. 30:6); “God WILL
put all these curses upon thine enemies” (De. 30:7); “thou
SHALT return and obey the voice of the Lord” (De.
30:8); “God WILL make thee plenteous in every work
of thine hand” (De. 30:9).

The covenant will be fulfilled when Israel, scattered
among the nations repents (De. 30:1-2).

This proves that apostate Israel of the Diaspora is the
Israel that will fulfill this covenant.

Israel will be gathered from among the nations and
brought to “the land which thy fathers possessed” (De.
30:3-5).

Israel will be restored to the place of God’s blessing.
“And the LORD thy God will make thee plenteous in
every work of thine hand, in the fruit of thy body, and in
the fruit of thy cattle, and in the fruit of thy land, for good:
for the LORD will again rejoice over thee for good, as
he rejoiced over thy fathers” (De. 30:9).

This covenant is not fulfilled in Israel today, but it will
be fulfilled when Israel is converted during the time of
Jacob’s Trouble (Jeremiah 30:7).

The covenant cannot be applied to “the church” without
doing violence to language. It pertains to people who
were scattered among the nations and then brought back
to the very land possessed by their fathers.
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The Davidic Covenant

The Davidic covenant says God is not finished with Israel
(2 Samuel 7:4-17).

The Davidic covenant is an extension of the covenant
God made with Abraham. In the Davidic covenant, God
gives more details about the national kingdom aspect of
the Abrahamic Covenant.

Israel’s future existence, restoration to the place of God’s
favor, and the re-establishment of her kingdom is based
on God’s unconditional promise to David.

The Davidic Covenant promises the following: First, the
house and throne of David will be established forever (2
Sa. 7:13, 16). Second, David’s children will be chastised
for sin, but the covenant can never be annulled (2 Sa.
7:14-15). Third, the Davidic covenant will be fulfilled
through Jesus Christ, David’s Son, who inherits David’s
throne (Mt. 1:1) and who will establish the Davidic
kingdom (Isa. 9:6-7).

The Psalmists mention the Davidic covenant and interpret
it literally (Ps. 18:50; 89:3-4, 20-37; 132:11-18). The
Psalmists teach us that the Davidic Covenant is the means
whereby God will establish His kingdom on earth (Ps.
89:20-29). Psalm 72 describes in much detail the
physical, earthly kingdom of David’s Son Jesus the
Messiah.

The prophets often mention the Davidic covenant and
interpret it literally (Isa. 9:6-7; 16:5; 22:22-24; 55:3-5;
Jer. 23:5-6; 30:9; 33:15-26; Eze. 34:23-24; 37:24-25;
Amo. 9:11-15; Zec. 12:7 - 13:1).

For example, Hosea plainly describes the fall of Israel
followed by her return and the re-establishment of the
Davidic kingdom.

“For the children of Israel shall abide many days without a
king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and
without an image, and without an ephod, and without
teraphim: AFTERWARD shall the children of Israel return,
and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and
shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days”
(Ho. 3:4-5).

This is the Bible’s teaching about Israel and her future in
a nutshell. Israel would rebel against God’s Word, be
judged, abide many days without a king or a sacrifice or

a priesthood (e.g., no kingdom and no temple), then
return, repent, and be restored and blessed. The
restoration will occur “in the latter days.”

According to Replacement Theology, Jesus is currently
sitting on David’s throne in heaven and this is the
fulfillment of the Davidic covenant, but this requires
allegorical gymnastics that I, for one, refuse to engage
in. It requires “spiritualizing” the plain words of the
Davidic covenant and the New Covenant.

Progressive Dispensationalism also says that Christ is
already sitting on David’s throne, but it further teaches
that Christ will establish a literal 1,000 year kingdom
in fulfillment of Old Testament prophecy at His return.
This is called “already but not yet,” meaning that “Jesus
is already on David’s throne but has not yet completely
fulfilled the promise of God to David for a descendant
to sit on his throne” (“What Is Progressive
Dispensationalism?” gotquestions.org).

But no verse or passage in the New Testament says that
Christ is currently sitting on David’s throne. Psalm
110:1-4 doesn’t say that; one must read this into the
passage. David wrote Psalm 110, but he does not say
here that the Messiah will sit on his (David’s) throne
while He awaits victory over His enemies. In fact, the
Bible tells us that the throne upon which the Messiah
currently sits is the Father’s throne.

The New Covenant

The New Covenant says God is not finished with Israel
(Jeremiah 31-33).

The New Covenant is God’s promise to convert
rebellious Israel, restore her to her own land, and bless
her.

Consider some facts about the New Covenant:

1. It was made with the nation Israel (Jer. 31:31).

2. It promises the following things:

a. The regathering of Israel (Jer. 31:6-11)
b. God’s blessing upon Israel’s land (Jer. 31:4-5,

12-14, 24-25). Ezekiel often refers to the land
as “the land of Israel” when he prophesies of
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Israel’s restoration (Eze. 11:17; 20:38, 42; 37:12;
38:18-19; 40:2; 47:18).

c. The spiritual conversion of the people and cleans-
ing from sin (Jer. 31:33-34)

d. The reestablishment of Israel’s kingdom and the
possession of the land (Jer. 31:35-37)

e. Blessing upon Jerusalem as the capital of the
kingdom (Jer. 31:38-40)

There is no way to make this fit the church without doing
violence to plain Bible language and to clear promises of
God.

3. The New Covenant is unconditional and sure (Jer.
33:19-26). God goes out of His way to make this
absolutely clear.

“In those days shall Judah be saved, and Jerusalem shall
dwell safely: and this is the name wherewith she shall be
called, The LORD our righteousness. For thus saith the
LORD; David shall never want a man to sit upon the
throne of the house of Israel; Neither shall the priests the
Levites want a man before me to offer burnt offerings, and
to kindle meat offerings, and to do sacrifice continually.

And the word of the LORD came unto Jeremiah, saying,
Thus saith the LORD; If ye can break my covenant of the
day, and my covenant of the night, and that there should
not be day and night in their season; Then may also my
covenant be broken with David my servant, that he should
not have a son to reign upon his throne; and with the
Levites the priests, my ministers. As the host of heaven
cannot be numbered, neither the sand of the sea mea-
sured: so will I multiply the seed of David my servant, and
the Levites that minister unto me.

Moreover the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, say-
ing, Considerest thou not what this people have spoken,
saying, The two families which the LORD hath chosen, he
hath even cast them off? thus they have despised my
people, that they should be no more a nation before them.
Thus saith the LORD; If my covenant be not with day and
night, and if I have not appointed the ordinances of heav-
en and earth; Then will I cast away the seed of Jacob, and
David my servant, so that I will not take any of his seed to
be rulers over the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob: for
I will cause their captivity to return, and have mercy on
them.”

Note that God specifically corrects those who say that He
has cast off the families of Israel that they should be no
more a nation. This is exactly what Replacement
Theology says.

Consider two other major prophecies of the New
Covenant in the Old Testament, among many that could
be considered:

Isaiah 61:1-12

Isaiah 61:1-2 is the passage that Jesus read in the
synagogue at Nazareth at the beginning of His ministry
(Luke 4:18-21). He stopped mid-way through verse 2 and
said, “This day is this scripture fulfilled in your ears.” He
didn’t read the rest of the prophecy which deals with
God’s judgment on and the restoration of Israel.

The old wastes will be rebuilt (Isa. 61:4).

Strangers will serve Israel as shepherds, farmers and
vinedressers (Isa. 61:5).

Israel will be converted and be the priests and ministers
of God (Isa. 61:6). Israel will finally be what God
intended that she be, which is a light to the nations.

Israel will be physically blessed and enriched (Isa. 61:6).

The nations will recognize Israel’s conversion and know
that God has blessed her (Isa. 61:9). This, too, tells us
that these are real, earthly events.

Ezekiel 36:22-38

God will restore Israel for His name’s sake (Eze. 36:22-
23). As God’s name has been profaned among the nations
because of Israel’s apostasy, so His name will be glorified
in her repentance and restoration.

God will regather Israel from among the nations and bring
her to her “own land” (Eze. 36:24). This is proof that the
land of Israel belongs to ancient Israel and that currently
apostate Israel will be restored to it.

Israel will be converted and cleansed and given a spiritual
heart to love and obey God (Eze. 36:25-27).

Israel will then dwell in the land that God gave to their
fathers (Eze. 36:28).

Israel will be physically blessed in the land (Eze. 36:29-
30, 33-34, 38).

The nations will know that the Lord has done this (Eze.
36:36). The restoration and blessing will be visible,
dramatic events, and there will be no question by the
onlookers that prophecy will have been fulfilled.
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The New Covenant and Church-age Believers

Question: If the New Covenant is not fulfilled in the
church, why does the writer of Hebrews quote it
(Hebrews 8:6-13; 10:15-19)?

Answer:

1. Hebrews does not say the New Covenant is fulfilled
in the church. It twice states, rather, that the New
Covenant belongs to “the house of Israel” (Heb. 8:8,
10).

2. Hebrews refers to the New Covenant to show that the
Mosaic law was only temporary and that even the Old
Testament promised that it would be abolished and
replaced by another covenant. Hebrews was written
to Jews who professed Christ, some of whom were
being tempted to return to the Jewish religion because
of persecution. It was written to encourage them that
Christ is superior in every way. The writer of
Hebrews mentions the New Covenant to show that
God had all along planned to replace the Mosaic
Covenant with a better one.

3. The writer of Hebrews indicates that the New
Testament believer partakes of the spiritual blessings
of the New Covenant through Christ (Heb. 10:15-18),
but nowhere does he say that this covenant has been
transferred from national Israel to the church or that
the physical aspects of the covenant should be
spiritualized. Since the spiritual aspects of the New
Covenant (and the spiritual aspects only) are cited in
Hebrews 8:8-11 (from Jeremiah 31:31-34), it appears
that New Testament believers participate only in the
spiritual blessings of the New Covenant through
Christ’s atonement.

4. The apostle Paul plainly taught that the New
Covenant will be fulfilled literally in Israel following
the church age (Ro. 11:25-27). In verse 27 Paul refers
to the covenant of Jeremiah 31:31-34.

Isaiah 10:20-22

This is one of the many brief passages in the Old
Testament prophets that summarize God’s dealings with
Israel.

The prophecy deals with the remnant of the house of
Jacob that will return and be blessed after the judgment.
It is a remnant that will be saved, not every Jew or
everyone who is the seed of Jacob.

The seed of Jacob will be judged and scattered among
the nations, but a remnant of that seed will return and
trust Jehovah God “in truth,” and the conversion with
“overflow with righteousness.”

This has not yet happened, but it will happen during the
time of Jacob’s trouble when Israel will be converted in
preparation for the return of Christ and the establishment
of His kingdom.

Ezekiel 34:11-31

This beautiful prophecy of the Shepherd leaves no doubt
that God is not finished with national Israel.

The Shepherd, of course, is Jehovah God, and we know
from the New Testament that this is Christ, the Son of
God who identified Himself as the Good Shepherd (Joh.
10:11, 14).

He will regather the sheep from the countries where they
have been scattered and bring them to “their own land,
and feed them upon the mountains of Israel” (Eze.
34:12-13). This obviously is not what God is doing today
in the church age. This is national Israel being brought
back from her Diaspora to her own land.

God will distinguish between “cattle and cattle” (Eze.
34:17-22). Not every Jew will be saved. Zechariah
explains that one-third of the Jews living at that time will
be saved (Zec. 13:8-9).

The Lord will be their God, and David will be a prince
among them (Eze. 34:24).   David’s Son, Immanuel
or Jehovah God in the flesh, will sit on the throne of
Israel.

God will make a new covenant with Israel, and she will
experience peace and blessing and prosperity (Eze.
34:25-29).

Note that the God plainly says that “the house of Israel
are my people” (Eze. 34:30). This refers to restored Israel
in the future.
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Ezekiel 37:1-14

The prophecy of the Valley of Dry Bones says God is not
finished with Israel (Ezekiel 37).

This great prophecy is the only one that explains that
Israel will return from her wanderings among the nations
in two stages, and in the first stage she will return in a
spiritually dead condition.

The interpretation of the valley of dry bones is plainly
given in the prophecy itself. It signifies Israel in her
dispersion among the nations.

“Then he said unto me, Son of man, these bones are the
whole house of Israel: behold, they say, Our bones are
dried, and our hope is lost: we are cut off for our parts”
(Eze. 37:11).

The resurrection of the dry bones represents Israel’s
return to the land and restoration as a nation.

“Therefore prophesy and say unto them, Thus saith the
Lord GOD; Behold, O my people, I will open your graves,
and cause you to come up out of your graves, and bring
you into the land of Israel” (Eze. 37:12).

This is as great a miracle as the resurrection from the
dead. Never in human history has a nation been evicted
from its land and scattered throughout the world for 2,000
years to survive as a nation and be restored to its original
land and with its original language and religion.

The first stage of the restoration of Israel is in an
unconverted state.

“So I prophesied as I was commanded: and as I prophe-
sied, there was a noise, and behold a shaking, and the
bones came together, bone to his bone. And when I
beheld, lo, the sinews and the flesh came up upon them,
and the skin covered them above: BUT THERE WAS NO
BREATH IN THEM” (Eze. 37:7-8).

This is exactly what Israel is today and where Israel is
today prophetically. Modern Israel is not righteous and
is not a fulfillment of the regathering described in
connection with the prophecies we have already
considered. The land has been developed in an amazing
way, but it is not a fulfillment of prophecies about the
desert blossoming as the rose (Isaiah 35:1).  Modern
Israel is, by her own profession, a secular state and most
Jews are secular Jews who aren’t religious and don’t
believe in the God of the Bible. A large percentage are

avowed atheists. A minority hold to various branches of
“orthodox Judaism,” which is a religion that does not
follow the Old Testament but rather follows the Talmud.
“Rabbinic Judaism” is ancient Phariseeism.

But the prophecy teaches that God is going to touch Israel
again and convert her spiritually.

“Then said he unto me, Prophesy unto the wind, prophe-
sy, son of man, and say to the wind, Thus saith the Lord
GOD; Come from the four winds, O breath, and breathe
upon these slain, that they may live. So I prophesied as
he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived, and stood up upon their feet, an exceeding
great army. ... And shall put my spirit in you, and ye shall
live, and I shall place you in your own land: then shall ye
know that I the LORD have spoken it, and performed it,
saith the LORD” (Eze. 37:9-10, 14).

This is in the future, and it is described in many
prophecies, as we have seen, such as Zechariah 12-14.

It is clear from Ezekiel’s prophecy that God is not
finished with Israel. The same apostate Israel that was
evicted from the land and scattered among her nations
for her sin will be restored to the land. This has nothing
to do with church age saints.

Ezekiel 37:15-28

This prophecy emphasizes that Israel and Judah will be
reunited (Eze. 37:15-20). Though most Jews today do not
know their tribe for certain, God knows, and He doesn’t
need a DNA test. The 12 tribes are not lost and will be
restored by God.

Israel will be regathered from the nations and brought
into “their own land” (Eze. 37:21). They “will dwell in
the land that I have given unto Jacob my servant, wherein
your fathers have dwelt” (Eze. 37:25). There can be no
question that the prophecy predicts the restoration of
Israel to her own land and that it is presented as a literal,
physical event.

Israel will be one nation and have one king and prince
(Eze. 37:22, 24, 25). David himself will be there in a
leadership position, but other Scriptures explain that it is
David’s Son who will be the King of kings.

Israel will be cleansed of her sin and will obey God (Eze.
37:23, 24).
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God will make an everlasting covenant with Israel (Eze.
37:26).

God will place His temple in their midst (Eze. 37:26-27).
This is the temple described in great detail in Ezekiel
40-48.

These things will be seen by the nations and God will be
glorified by them (Eze. 37:28). The prophet is describing
real physical, earthly events.

Ezekiel 38-39

The prophecy of Gog and Magog says that God is not
finished with Israel (Ezekiel 38-39). This prophecy
describes an attack upon Israel by a great military alliance
from the north.

Our purpose here is not to look at the prophecy in detail
but to see that it proves that God is not finished with
Israel.

The prophecy occurs when Israel has been “brought back
from the sword” and “is brought forth out of the nations”
(Eze. 38:8). It occurs after a regathering that follows the
land of Israel becoming waste. Obviously it refers to the
restoration of the same Israel that was scattered among
the nations.

The attack of Gog and Magog will occur in the latter days
(Eze. 38:16). We see that Israel still exists in the end
times.

The attack will occur at a time when the “people of Israel
dwelleth safely” (Eze. 38:14). This isn’t today. It could
be during the first 3.5 years of her covenant with the
Antichrist. It could refer to after Armageddon. It’s
difficult to place the time exactly, but it is certainly
referring to a literal Israel in a literal land.

The armies of Gog and Magog will be supernaturally
destroyed by God (Eze. 38:21-22).

Israel will be brought back from the nations and will
know the Lord. God’s Spirit will be poured upon “the
house of Israel’ (Eze. 39:25-29).

The nations will then understand God’s dealings with
Israel (Eze. 39:23).

In this prophecy, God calls Israel “my people” (Eze.
38:14, 16). The land is called “my land” (Eze. 38:16),
referring to Jehovah God’s, and “the land of Israel” (Eze.
38:18, 19) and “their own land” (Eze. 39:28).

It is perfectly obvious that God is not finished with Israel,
that she will return to the land, be restored to God and to
the place of His blessing, and her enemies will be
punished. It is impossible to apply this prophecy to the
church.

Daniel’s 70 Week Prophecy

Daniel’s 70 Week prophecy says that God is not finished
with Israel (Daniel 9:24-28).

This great prophecy clearly describes a complete
summary of God’s program for Israel from the
Babylonian Captivity until the return of Christ. The 70
weeks are weeks of years, or 490 years, as it is clear from
the fulfillment so far.

During the 70 weeks, God’s judgments upon Israel will
be completed and Christ will return to bring in the
kingdom. The angel tells Daniel that the prophecy pertains
to his own people, the Jews, and to the holy city,
Jerusalem (Da. 9:24).

The first 69 weeks (483 years) extended from the time
that the commandment was given to rebuild Jerusalem
after the Babylonian captivity to the time of Christ’s first
coming. The commandment to rebuild the walls of
Jerusalem was given by Artaxerxes the king of Persia, and
is described in Nehemiah 1:1-8. (The same king gave the
commandment to rebuild the temple 13 years earlier as
described in the book of Ezra, but Daniel 9:25 speaks
particularly of the rebuilding of the city wall.) Daniel’s
prophecy describes three great events that occurred in this
time. First, Jerusalem was rebuilt (Da. 9:25). The
rebuilding of the city streets and walls in troublous times
is described in the book of Nehemiah. Second, Messiah
was “cut off, but not for himself,” meaning that He died
on the cross for man’s sins (Da. 9:26). His death was
substitutionary. Third, the city and temple were destroyed
(Da. 9:26). This occurred in AD 70 when the armies of
Rome destroyed Jerusalem.

After that there will continue to be wars until the time of
the end (Da. 9:26). This describes the Roman Jewish wars,
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but it also describes the last 2,000 years of Israel’s
history. Even today, though Israel is back in the land, she
has had no peace, and she will have no peace until she
repents and receives her Messiah, Jesus.

The last week, or seven years, of Daniel’s prophecy
remains to be fulfilled (Da. 9:27). Between the 69th and
70th weeks is the church age, which is called a “mystery”
because it was not revealed to the Old Testament prophets
(Eph. 3:3-6). The church age is like a valley that the Old
Testament prophets did not see lying between the peaks
of the first and second coming of Christ. Paul describes
the church age as the time of Israel’s blindness in Romans
11:25-27.

The last week (seven years) of Daniel’s prophecy is
divided into two parts (Da. 9:27). At the beginning of the
seven years, the Antichrist will make a false peace
covenant with Israel. It is at this time that the Jewish
temple will be rebuilt in Jerusalem. Revelation 11
describes it being measured (Re. 11:1-2) at the very time
when the Two Witnesses will prophesy in Jerusalem.
Mid-way through the seven years the Antichrist will
break this covenant and desecrate the temple by exalting
himself as God. Compare 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4. This
event marks the beginning of the 3.5 years of Great
Tribulation. Jesus calls this event “the abomination of
desolation” (Mt. 24:15).

This prophecy sees Israel, Daniel’s people, continuing to
the time of the Antichrist. It teaches us that the Antichrist
and his program does not pertain to the church; it pertains
to Israel and to her land and temple.

Hosea

Hosea 3:4-5 says that God is not finished with Israel. This
passage plainly describes the fall of Israel followed by
her return and the re-establishment of the Davidic
kingdom.

“For the children of Israel shall abide many days without
a king, and without a prince, and without a sacrifice, and
without an image, and without an ephod, and without
teraphim: AFTERWARD shall the children of Israel return,
and seek the LORD their God, and David their king; and
shall fear the LORD and his goodness in the latter days”
(Ho. 3:4-5).

This is the Bible’s teaching about Israel and her future in
a nutshell. Israel would rebel against God’s Word, be

judged, abide many days without a king or a sacrifice or
a priesthood (e.g., no kingdom and no temple), then
return, repent, and be restored and blessed. The
restoration will occur “in the latter days.”

Amos

Amos says that God is not finished with Israel.

“Behold, the eyes of the Lord GOD are upon the sinful
kingdom, and I will destroy it from off the face of the earth;
saving that I will not utterly destroy the house of Jacob,
saith the LORD. For, lo, I will command, and I will sift the
house of Israel among all nations, like as corn is sifted in
a sieve, yet shall not the least grain fall upon the earth. All
the sinners of my people shall die by the sword, which
say, The evil shall not overtake nor prevent us. In that day
will I raise up the tabernacle of David that is fallen, and
close up the breaches thereof; and I will raise up his ruins,
and I will build it as in the days of old: That they may
possess the remnant of Edom, and of all the heathen,
which are called by my name, saith the LORD that doeth
this. Behold, the days come, saith the LORD, that the
plowman shall overtake the reaper, and the treader of
grapes him that soweth seed; and the mountains shall
drop sweet wine, and all the hills shall melt. And I will bring
again the captivity of my people of Israel, and they shall
build the waste cities, and inhabit them; and they shall
plant vineyards, and drink the wine thereof; they shall also
make gardens, and eat the fruit of them. And I will plant
them upon their land, and they shall no more be pulled up
out of their land which I have given them, saith the LORD
thy God” (Am. 9:8-15).

This is another of the many Old Testament prophecies
of the restoration of Israel after her worldwide dispersion.
It is clear and precise, and only by doing violence to the
language can it be made to describe anything other than
a restoration of the nation Israel.

Consider some of the lessons from a literal interpretation
of this prophecy:

God will judge Israel severely for her sin, but He will not
utterly destroy her (Am. 9:8).

Israel will be sifted among the nations, but not the least
grain will fall to the earth (Am. 9:9). He has always had
His eye upon Israel and has been in control of her
wanderings.

The sinners of Israel who do not believe God’s Word will
perish (Am. 9:10). They are the national seed of
Abraham, but that does not mean they are saved or will
be saved. Those who do not repent will not be saved.
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But Israel itself will be restored. The tabernacle of David
will be raised up and built as in the old days (Am. 9:11).
This will occur when Christ returns and sits on the throne
of David, ruling Israel and the whole world.

The restoration of the house of David will be
accompanied by blessings on the land (Am. 9:13-15).
The prophecy pertains to a land.

Words could not be more clear and simple to understand,
and this is the consistent testimony of the entire Bible.
The same Israel that turned from God and was judged
and scattered among the nations will be restored to her
land, the very land upon which she lived in ancient times,
and she will live on that land and be blessed in that land,
and the Son of David will restore the Davidic kingdom
and rule and reign over it. That’s the teaching of the Bible
from the Pentateuch to Revelation.

Amos’ prophecy is cited by James in Acts 15.

“And to this agree the words of the prophets; as it is
written, After this I will return, and will build again the
tabernacle of David, which is fallen down; and I will build
again the ruins thereof, and I will set it up: That the residue
of men might seek after the Lord, and all the Gentiles,
upon whom my name is called, saith the Lord, who doeth
all these things” (Ac. 15:15-17).

Here James quotes Amos 9:11 and gives a general
reference to Amos 9:12 without quoting it exactly. His
simple point is that the Old Testament prophets foresaw
God’s blessing on the Gentiles. This was the subject in
question at the Jerusalem conference.

James does not say that Amos 9 is fulfilled in
the church or that God is finished with Israel.
For that, it would have been necessary that he
interpret the kingdom prophecies allegorically
or spiritually, but instead he interprets Amos
literally.

Since he cites the part of the prophecy about
the salvation of the Gentiles as literal, there
is no reason to believe that he was looking at
the restoration of the house of David as
anything other than literal.

If the apostles had believed that the church
has fulfilled such prophecies, this would have
been the ideal place to have made that
perfectly clear, but they did just the opposite.

Zechariah

Zechariah says God is not finished with Israel.

Consider the great prophecy of Zechariah 12-14.

Jerusalem will be besieged by the “people of the earth”
but will be delivered and will conquer all their armies
(Zec. 12: 1-9). The nations that come against Jerusalem
will be destroyed.

This has never happened. God destroyed Sennacherib's
army, but that consisted of one Assyrian army, not the
nations of the world. The armies of the world have never
attacked Israel before. Zechariah’s prophecy will be
fulfilled when the nations attack Israel during the time of
the Antichrist. It is part of the Battle of Armageddon.

At that time, Israel will repent and will acknowledge the
crucified Jesus as Christ (Zec. 12:10-14). They will look
upon him “whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn
for him, as one mourneth for his only son.” The mourning
will be in Jerusalem and all over Israel. The mourning
will involve the house of David and the house of Levi
and the other families.

This is obviously talking about national Israel and not
the church in any sense. Israelites today might not know
their tribal genealogies, but God knows.

Israel will be cleansed by the blood of Christ (Zec. 13:1).
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Israel will be cleansed of idolatry and false teaching (Zec.
13:2-6).

One-third of Israel will be converted, and two-thirds will
be judged (Zec. 13:7-9). The third part will be brought
through the Great Tribulation for purifying (Zec. 13:9).
This is why the tribulation is also called the time of
Jacob’s trouble (Jer. 30:7).

The Lord will return to the Mount of Olives and it will
be divided (Zec. 14:1-7). A great valley will be formed,
and the remnant of Jews will flee from Jerusalem.

A river of living waters will flow from Jerusalem (Zec.
14:8). Ezekiel also describes this, and it will heal the
Dead Sea and the desert area in the Judean wilderness to
the east of Jerusalem (Eze. 47:8-12).

Israel’s topography will be changed (Zec. 14:10).

The LORD will be king over all the earth (Zec. 14:9).
His kingship of the earth is spoken of in the context of
His return to the Mount of Olives and blessings on the
land of Israel.

Israel will be blessed and enriched (Zec. 14:14).

The surviving nations will come to Jerusalem to worship
the King, the LORD of hosts (Zec. 14:16).

The nations that refuse to submit will be punished (Zec.
14:17-19).

Israel will be perfectly holy (Zec. 14:20-21).

This prophecy cannot be spiritualized to refer to the
church without doing it such damage that it is rendered
meaningless.

Christ’s Teaching

The Lord Jesus taught that God is not finished with Israel.
Consider four examples:

In Matthew 23, after Christ condemned the Pharisees
and their false traditions and false works religion, He said
to the Jews of that day and to Jerusalem, “Behold, your
house is left unto you desolate. For I say unto you, Ye
shall not see me henceforth, TILL ye shall say, Blessed

is he that cometh in the name of the Lord” (Matthew
23:38-39). Note the word “till.” Christ promised
judgment upon Israel. He prophesied that their temple
would be desolate. But the judgment wasn’t going to be
permanent. It has an end, and it will end when Israel
repents. This repentance is described in great detail by
the prophet Zechariah (chapter 12).

In Matthew 24, Christ continued this same teaching. The
temple of His day would be destroyed so that there would
not remain “one stone upon another, that shall not be
thrown down” (verse 2). The visitor to Jerusalem can still
see the “Titus stones” that were thrown from the temple
mount in AD 70 and crashed to the street below at the
south end of the western wall. And Jesus prophesied of
the rise of the Antichrist spoken of by Daniel, who will
stand in a rebuilt Jewish temple (Mt. 24:15). And then
those who are in Judea will flee (Mt. 24:16). Jesus is
prophesying of the Israel that exists today, the Israel that
occupies the hills of Judea and is preparing to build the
third temple. Christ is prophesying of modern Israel. He
says she will still be under God’s judgment in the end
times and will endure great tribulation (Mt. 24:41). He
prophesies of false Jewish christs that will rise, and we
know that many of them have already risen (Mt. 24:24-
26).

In Matthew 24, Christ is teaching the same literal truths
about Israel that all of the prophets describe. He doesn’t
describe Israel’s conversion in Matthew 24, but that is
described in many other prophecies. All of the prophecies
give the same literal plan for Israel: rejection of Jesus as
Christ, dispersion, judgment, conversion, restoration.

What about Matthew 21:43?

“Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be
taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the
fruits thereof.”

If this verse were isolated, it could teach that God was
finished with Israel and that the church has replaced
Israel, but it cannot possibly teach that since Christ
Himself said that He is not finished with Israel. He said
they would not see Him TILL they repent (Mt. 23:39).

Christ always described a literal physical kingdom on
earth. He said “They shall come from the east, and from
the west, and from the north, and from the south, and
shall sit down in the kingdom of God (Lu. 13:29).
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Christ gave the parable in Luke 19:11-27 specifically to
teach that the kingdom of God would not come at that
time but would come after the king would go into a far
country and then return (Lu. 19:12). After he returns he
will reward his servants and judge his enemies. This
describes the church age followed by the establishment
of an earthly kingdom, exactly as we see throughout
Scripture.

Acts 1 also tells us that Christ taught that the kingdom
of Israel will be restored.

After His resurrection, He spoke to the disciples “of the
things pertaining to the kingdom of God” (Ac. 1:3).

It is obvious that the kingdom Christ taught them about
was the kingdom promised in Old Testament prophecy
and that He had not taught them that the church has
replaced Israel, because just before He ascended, the
disciples asked, “Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again
the kingdom to Israel?” (Ac. 1:6).

They believed that Israel’s kingdom would be restored,
they just didn’t know when.

Christ’s reply makes it doubly clear that they were all on
the same page about the future of Israel’s kingdom. He
said,

“It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which
the Father hath put in his own power. But ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all
Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the
earth” (Ac. 1:7-8).

If the disciples had still misunderstood Christ’s teaching
about Israel’s kingdom, this would have been the perfect
time to have corrected their thinking. But Christ didn’t
say, “You are confused; there is no restoration of Israel’s
kingdom.” Instead, He told them that the timing of the
re-establishment of the kingdom is God’s business, and
they need to focus on their own business in this present
time, which is preaching the gospel to the ends of the
earth.

Acts 15

The apostolic conference in Acts 15 says that God is not
finished with Israel.

The conference was for the purpose of deciding the issue
of whether Gentile believers must follow the law of
Moses (Acts 15:1).

The determination by the apostles and prophets was that
they are not so obligated, because the law of Moses was
a heavy yoke, whereas salvation is by God grace (Acts
15:10-11).

They understood that the purpose of the present time or
age or dispensation is for God to take out of the Gentiles
a people for His name (Acts 15:14). That is a description
of the church age in a nutshell. Elsewhere Paul speaks of
the fulness of the Gentiles coming in (Ro. 11:25). This
tells us that there is an end to the church as far as who
will belong to it. There is no end to the church (Eph.
3:21), but there is an end to the church age during which
the church is being gathered together. The church age
has a beginning and an end.

In his summary, James shows that this is conformable to
the teaching of the Old Testament prophets. He quotes
from Amos to show that the prophets taught that God
would restore the house of David after it was fallen down
and would rebuild its ruins, and at that time there would
be Gentiles who call on the name of the Lord (Amos
9:11-12). James is not saying that the house of David is
restored in the church. To the contrary, he is saying that
it will be restored in the future and that when it is restored
there will exist saved Gentiles. That implies the salvation
of Gentiles before the restoration of Israel’s kingdom,
which hints at the church age. This does not contradict
the teaching that the church is a mystery. It is a mystery
and was nowhere revealed in Old Testament prophecy,
yet there are hints of the church age in the Old Testament
that can now be understood in hindsight.

What is indisputable is that the apostles believed that the
kingdom of David would be literally restored, and it will
be restored in the future and it is not currently restored
in the church age.

The apostles interpreted the prophecy of Amos 9:8-15
literally.

Romans 11

Paul says in Romans 11 that God is not finished with
Israel.
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This passage clearly teaches that God is not finished with
Israel and that the church has not replaced Israel.

As there is a casting away of Israel, so there will be a
receiving of Israel which will be associated with the
resurrection of the dead (Ro. 11:15). Daniel also
associates the restoration of Israel with the resurrection
(Da. 12:1-2).

The church, though different from Israel, is closely
associated with spiritual Israel (Ro. 11:16-24).

● The root is not Israel herself. The root is Abraham’s
covenant and Abraham’s Seed Jesus Christ. Both the
church and Israel are connected with this root. There
is one tree and multiple branches. An Old Testament
saint like Samuel and a New Testament saint like
Apollos are both children of Abraham. Some of the
natural branches growing from the root were broken
off because of unbelief, and when they repent they
will be grafted back in. The natural branches refer to
Israel by nature; the Jews are by nature the children
of Abraham, but the natural cannot inherit the
spiritual kingdom of God.

● Professing Christians, too, should fear lest they be
found to be in unbelief (Ro. 11:20-21). This is the
same type of warning as in Hebrews 3:12 - 4:3. It is
a warning about professing Christ without possessing
Christ through saving faith.

Blindness in part is happened to Israel until the fulness
of the Gentiles be come in (Ro. 11:25-27). This is the
New Testament teaching about the church and the church
age and Israel in a nutshell. Israel is in spiritual blindness
today, and that is what we see in modern Israel, but God
isn’t finished with blind Israel. She will be saved and
converted, and God’s covenants with her will be fulfilled.
Words could not be plainer.

When Paul says that “all Israel shall be saved,” he is
referring to Israel as Israel and not to every Israelite. This
is clear in comparing Scripture with Scripture. All Israel
will be saved in the sense of the 12 tribes. Ezekiel tells
us that God will restore Judah and Israel and they will be
one (Eze. 37:15-20). But Zechariah tells us that only
one-third of individual Israelites living in that day will
be converted (Zec. 13:8-9). Elsewhere, Paul stated that a
remnant of Israel will be saved (Ro. 9:27).

The Book of Revelation

Finally, the book of Revelation says that God is not
finished with Israel.

In fact, the book of Revelation can be outlined according
to a distinction between the church and Israel. In chapters
1-3, the churches are addressed, but in Revelation 4:1,
John is caught up to heaven and after that we don’t see
the churches on earth.

In Revelation 7, 12,000 individuals from each of 12 tribes
of Israel are sealed (Re. 7:1-8). The names of the tribes
are given. Here we see that the 12 tribes of Israel have
not ceased to exist before God and that He knows who
and where they are and they have a future in His prophetic
plan. The witness for God in the earth during the
Tribulation is Israel, not the church.

In Revelation 8, the prayers of the saints are prayers for
judgment. Only Israel prayed such prayers. Church-age
saints are instructed to pray for her enemies, not against
them (Lu. 9:51-56). The imprecatory prayers of
Revelation are those of the Psalms and are based on
God’s promise to Abraham to curse those that cursed him
and his seed (Ge. 12:1-3).

In Revelation 9, the scorpion-like creatures are given
freedom to hurt all earth-dwellers except those Jews who
were sealed by the angel of Revelation 7. If church-age
believers were on earth, they would be subject to this
horrible judgment of God.

Revelation 10 identifies the events of Revelation 4-18
with those foretold by Old Testament prophets--the days
of the Great Tribulation, the “Day of the Lord.” The
church age was never in the view of these Old Testament
prophecies; it was a mystery not yet revealed. The church
has a different purpose and program than national Israel.
It is Israel that is in view in Old Testament prophecy and
in Revelation 4-18.

The ministry of the two witnesses of Revelation 11
identifies them with national Israel and with Old
Testament prophecies of the “Day of the Lord.” The two
witnesses minister from Jerusalem, Israel’s capital. The
church has no such capital, her hope being heavenly, not
earthly (Col. 3:1-4; Php. 3:17-21). The two witnesses are
associated with the rebuilt Jewish temple, which is
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measured at the beginning of the prophecy, telling us that
this is when it will be built. The two witnesses are clothed
in sackcloth, which speaks of Israel. The sackcloth
signifies repentance from sin and sorrow because of some
calamity (1 Ki. 21:27; 2 Ki. 19:1; Est. 4:1; Isa. 15:3; Jer.
4:8). Nowhere are the churches seen in sackcloth. The
churches are told, rather, to “rejoice in the Lord alway”
(Php. 4:4). The church-age believer’s judgment is forever
past, and he is to keep his mind centered in the heavenlies
where, positionally, he is already seated with Christ (Eph.
2:5-10).

Revelation 11:4 identifies the two witnesses with the Old
Testament prophecy of Zechariah 4:3, 11, 14. Further,
the two witnesses call down judgment upon their enemies
in Revelation 10:5-6. Jesus rebuked his disciples for
desiring to do just this and instructed the church-age
believer to pray for the well-being of his enemies, not for
their destruction (Lu. 9:54-56; Ro. 12:14, 17-21). None
of this is church ground. This is Israel ground. This is
literal Jerusalem, literal Jewish temple ground.

The devil persecutes Israel, not the church, during the
Tribulation (Re. 12). There can be no doubt that the
woman in this chapter signifies Israel. Verse 5 shows the
woman bringing forth Christ, and it is obvious that Jesus
was brought forth by Israel, not by the church (Isa. 9:6-7;
Ro. 9:5).

Also, the symbols of Revelation 12:1-2 recall familiar
Old Testament typology of Israel. She is referred to as a
woman (Isa. 54:5-7). The sun and moon and the 12 stars
of verse 2 bring us directly to Joseph’s dream regarding
Israel (Ge. 37:9). The words of Revelation 12:2 are
almost an exact quote from Micah 5:3, speaking of
Israel’s delivery of the Messiah.

These symbols are not used in the New Testament to refer
to the churches.
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D I G G I N G I N T H E W A L L S

God commanded the prophet Ezekiel to dig in the
walls of Israel's temple and observe the evils
being done in secret by apostate religious leaders
of that day. "Then said he unto me, Son of man,
dig now in the wall ... And he said unto me, Go
in, and behold the wicked abominations that they
do here. So I went in and saw. ..." (Ezek. 8:7-10).

Ezekiel was then instructed to preach against the
errors of the leaders and to tell the people the
things he had witnessed.

"Therefore prophesy against them, prophesy, O
son of man. ... Then I spake unto them of the
captivity all the things that the Lord had shewed
me" (Ezek. 11:4,25).

The hour in which we live is very similar to that
of Ezekiel's day. Many of those who profess to be
the people of God are apostate. It was prophesied
in the New Testament Scriptures that such
would be the case in the closing hours of our age.
This will culminate in the brief worldwide rule of
an utterly apostate Harlot "church" (2 Tim. 3-4;
1 Tim. 4; 2 Pet. 2-3; Jude; Rev. 17).

As in Ezekiel's day much of the apostasy of our
hour is hidden from the view of the average
Christian. We intend by God's grace to "dig in
the walls" of modern ecumenism and to expose
and cry out against the things we find. In this
section we also report on secular events which
are relevant to Christians. May God give us ears
to hear, minds to understand, and hearts to obey.
Is the truth of God not worthy of defense?

50TH ANNIVERSARY OF
ISRAEL’S SIX-DAY WAR (Friday
Church News Notes, June 2, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Next week marks the 50th anniversary
of Israel’s miraculous Six-day War, in
which the tiny nation defeated the
military coalition of Egypt, Jordan,
Syria, and Iraq (with Arabia, Sudan,
Tunisia, Morocco, and Algeria
contributing troops and arms). Israel was
forced into the war by the belligerence
of the Muslim nations who vowed to
destroy her. Egypt’s president Gamal
Abdel Nasser, the leader of the coalition,
said, “Our basic objective will be the
destruction of Israel” (Isi Leibler, The
Case For Israel, 1972, p. 60). Israel’s
275,000 troops faced 456,000 enemy
troops on three fronts. The Arab alliance
had three times the number of tanks and
four times the number of combat aircraft.
While America and France imposed an
arms embargo on Israel, the Soviet
Union flooded the Arabs with $2 billion
worth of war matériel. In spite of the
odds, Israel defeated the combined
enemy forces. The Arabs suffered
around 18,000 casualties to Israel’s 760.
It was one of the most lopsided, decisive
victories in military history, and many
wonders occurred. For example, when
Jordan tried to warn Egypt of Israel’s
imminent attack upon its air force, there
was a mixup of secret codes and the
warning was not understood. When
Israeli forces entered the strategic town
of Shechem, the Palestinians thought
they were Iraqis and cheered. By the
time they realized their mistake, it was
too late. Israel captured the Sinai, the
Gaza Strip, the Golan Heights, the West
Bank, and East Jerusalem, more than

tripling the amount of territory she
controlled. For the first time in 2,000
years, Israel gained control of Jerusalem.
The military correspondent for the leftist
newspaper Haaretz observed, “Even a
non-religious person must admit this war
was fought with help from heaven”
(“Miracles in the Six-Day War:
Eyewitness Accounts,” Arutz Sheva, May
14, 2007). The modern state of Israel is
not a righteous nation and is not a
fulfillment of the kingdom prophecies. It
has done wonders for the land through
hard work and clever technology, but the
desert blossoming as the rose in Isaiah 35
is not talking about drip irrigation and
desalinization plants. The majority of
Jews today are “secular,” while a
minority are various degrees of orthodox,
meaning they follow the Talmud rather
than the Scripture. Tel Aviv is world
famous as a homosexual mecca. Israel is
not back in the land in fulfillment of the
kingdom prophecies; she is back in the
land in fulfillment of the great prophecy
of Ezekiel 37, which teaches that Israel
will return from her worldwide dispersal,
described in terms of a valley of death, in
two stages, and in the first stage she will
return in a spiritually dead condition
(verses 7-10). Verse 8 says, “... lo, the
sinews and the flesh came up upon them,
and the skin covered them above: BUT
THERE WAS NO BREATH IN THEM.”
This is exactly what Israel is today and
where Israel is today prophetically. The
current state of Israel is necessary to set
the stage for the fulfillment of the last
week of Daniel’s 70 Week prophecy (Da.
9:24-27). She is preparing for the
building of the third temple, and she is
looking for a peace-making, temple-
building Messiah, which is a perfect
description of the Antichrist at the
beginning of his reign. Israel today is not
saved, and she will not be saved until she
repents and acknowledges Jesus as the
Messiah, and this will occur during the
time of Jacob’s trouble in the Tribulation
(Jeremiah 30:7). Her repentance and
conversion is described in Zechariah
12:9-14. Jehovah God says, “... they shall
look upon me whom they have pierced,
and they shall mourn for him, as one
mourneth for his only son, and shall be
in bitterness for him, as one that is in
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bitterness for his firstborn.” The One
they pierced, of course, is none other
than Jesus of Nazareth, the Christ, God
manifest in the flesh (Isaiah 7:14), the
mighty God (Isaiah 9:6-7).

BONO AND U2 LEAD AUDIENCE
IN SO-CALLED “GOSPEL SONG”
(Friday Church News Notes, June 2,
2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - In
a memorial for the victims of an Islamic
bombing at a rock concert in
Manchester, England, Bono and the rock
band U2 led a Jimmy Kimmel Live
audience in the song “I Still Haven’t
Found What I’m Looking For.” Bono
introduced it as “a gospel song with a
restless spirit,” and when toward the end
he encouraged the audience to “take it to
church now,” the crowd stood up and
“happily joined in on the gospel
performance” (“U2 Turns Whole
Audience into Gospel Choir,” Christian
Post, May 26, 2017). Bono is a certified
evangelical hero in spite of the fact (or
more likely because of the fact) that his
profession of faith in Christ is a confused
mess when measured biblically. His
gospel is a social gospel and his life
doesn’t back up a Christian profession.
Consider the song “I Still Haven’t found
What I’m Looking For.” It says, “You
broke the bonds and you loosed the
chains, carried the cross of my shame,”
but it nowhere says who did that or what
that means. The context of the song
appears to be about romance rather than
Calvary. It even includes vulgar lyrics
about making love to a girl. Further, the
main theme is “I still haven’t found what
I’m looking for,” which is repeated eight
times. That is not the gospel of Jesus
Christ. That is anti-gospel.  Bono’s song

is not a gospel song according the gospel
Paul preached by divine inspiration in
the epistle to the Romans. Bono’s song
says nothing about sin or God’s holy
wrath against sin or Christ dying and
shedding His blood as an atonement for
sin or the resurrection or repentance and
saving faith. Those who find the biblical
gospel do not continue to say, “I haven’t
found what I’m looking for.” They have
found what they were looking for and
far, far more in the glorious Person of
Christ. They have passed from death
unto life, from darkness unto light. They
have abandoned the broad way for the
narrow path of truth and righteousness.
They are no longer of the world even as
Christ is no longer of the world. By all
accounts, Bono has done none of that
and doesn’t understand what it means.
His gospel is a merging of the sensual
with the spiritual, and that is Antichrist.
As recently as 2008 Fox News reported
that Bono and rocker friend Simon
Carmody partied with teenage girls on a
yacht in St. Tropez. The report, which
was accompanied by a photo of Bono
holding two bikini-clad teenagers on his
lap at a bar, said, “Bono, Carmody and
the girls partied into the night on the
yacht.” In 2006, Bono said: “I recently
read in one of St. Paul’s letters where it
describes all of the fruits of the spirit, and
I had none of them” (“Enough Rope with
Andrew Denton,” March 13, 2006). In a
lengthy interview with the filthy
magazine Rolling Stone, Bono said that
he dislikes the label “born again
Christian” and doesn’t go to church. He
said, “I’m a very, very bad advertisement
for God” (U2: The Rolling Stone Files).
His gospel is a social justice gospel
which aims for salvation of society (with
taxpayer money, not his own money),
but there is no salvation for the eternal
soul. (For more on this see “The Rock
Group U2” at www.wayoflife.org.)

MARK DRISCOLL SAYS MANY
CATHOLICS “LOVE JESUS”
(Friday Church News Notes, June 2,
2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Mark Driscoll, former pastor of the Mars

Hill Church in Seattle who is back in
full-time ministry, says many Roman
Catholics “love Jesus.” On May 23, in a
weekly forum called “Ask Pastor Mark,”
Driscoll posed the following question
submitted by a viewer: “I recently had a
Catholic friend ask me whose
interpretation of Scripture is right? Is it
the Lutheran pastor, the Baptist pastor,
the Presbyterian pastor, or the Catholic
church?” Driscoll replied as follows:
“It’s important when it comes to
Catholicism to understand that they
believe in one God three Persons, Father,
Son, and Spirit, the Trinity. They believe
in the virgin birth, the sinless life, the
death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus.
So a lot of the things I would call the
closed-hand big issues, we agree as
Protestants with the Catholics. I am a
Protestant; there are other issues I would
disagree with my Catholic friends on, but
I don’t have time in this brief video to
get into it. ... There are some Catholics
that know and love Jesus. I wasn’t one
of them growing up. It wasn’t the
church’s fault, it was mine. I just wasn’t
interested. My mom was a born again,
Jesus loving practicing Catholic. I just
want to state that clearly, because
sometimes people will want to take
Catholics and put them over into some
category like they are a cult or another
religion, which I don’t believe is the
case.” This is an extremely misguided,
dangerous reply to a very important
question. Driscoll gave zero warning
about Rome’s wretched heresies that
clearly identify her as a false religion: a
sacramental gospel, church tradition
equal in authority to Scripture, the
blasphemy of the mass, mariolatry, papal
supremacy, the saints, purgatory, etc. It
is impossible to believe what Rome
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teaches in the Second Vatican Council
proclamations and the New Catholic
Catechism and be saved. If anyone has
gotten saved in the Catholic church, it
was in spite of her teaching and not
because of it, and God’s Word forbids
His people to yoke together with false
Christians and unbelievers, so it would
be impossible to stay in the Catholic
church and be in God’s will. “Having a
form of godliness, but denying the power
thereof: from such turn away” (2
Timothy 3:5). “Be ye not unequally
yoked together with unbelievers: for
what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? and what communion
hath light with darkness?” (2 Corinthians
6:14).

35TH ANNIVERSARY OF
OPERATION OPERA (Friday Church
News Notes, June 9, 2017, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
On June 7, 1981, the Israeli Air Force
destroyed Iraq’s nuclear reactor in a
daring daylight raid. Five years earlier,
France and Italy began providing Iraq
with the technology and material to build
a 40-megawatt nuclear reactor named
Osiraq (after Osiris the Egyptian god of
the dead). Failing on the diplomatic
front, Israel made plans to destroy the
reactor before it could become
operational. Prime Minister Menachem

Begin authorized the attack. Many
within the government and military were
opposed to the project, and Begin knew
that the fallout would be great, but he
said he was determined to destroy the
reactor “even if it was the last thing he
did as a prime minister” (“35 Years on,
IAF Pilots Recall Daring Mission,” The
Times of Israel, Jun. 4, 2017). After the
eight attacking F-16s with eight F-15
escorts launched from Etzion Air Force
base in the Negev, they flew over the
Gulf of Aqaba and were seen by King
Hussein of Jordan who was vacationing
on his royal yacht. “He immediately
transmitted a warning to his military,
requesting that the armies of the
surrounding countries be notified, but,
for whatever reason, the alert wasn’t
shared” (Michael Bar-Zohar and Missim
Mishal, No Mission Is impossible: The
Death-Defying Missions of the Israeli
Special Forces). The planes crossed the
Gulf of Aqaba, skirted the Jordanian
border, and attacked Iraq from the south.
The first explosives obliterated the
reactor’s roof. These were followed by
timed-fuse bombs that penetrated deep
into the facility before exploding. In 80
seconds, the F-16s had totally destroyed
the reactor, and they returned to base
without further incident. The youngest
flier on the mission was rookie Ilan
Ramon. He went on to become Israel’s
first astronaut and was killed in 2003 in
the disintegration of the U.S. Space
Shuttle Columbia. The international
outcry of Israel’s destruction of the
reactor was great. France was terribly
angry, of course, and even U.S. President
Ronald Reagan joined the chorus. But a
decade later, U.S. Secretary of Defense
Dick Cheney thanked Major General
David Ivry, commander of the Israeli Air
Force, for the the fact that America did
not have to face a nuclear-armed Iraq in
the 1991 Gulf War (“Operation Opera,”
Jewish Virtual Library). Cheney
presented Ivry with an aerial photo of the
bombed reactor overwritten with the
words, “It made our work much easier.”

KREEFT SAYS A “NEW
REFORMATION” IS IN PROGRESS

(Friday Church News Notes, June 9,
2017, 2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Peter Kreeft, a prominent Roman
Catholic apologist and ecumenist, says a
“new reformation” is underway which is
uniting Catholics and non-Catholics. In
an interview with The Christian Post, he
said that “more ecumenical progress has
been made in the last 50 years than in the
last 500” (“God Is Moving to Unite
Catholics and Protestants,” Christian
Post, May 31, 2017). Kreeft’s “new
reformation” is the Protestant
Reformation in reverse. In his new book
Catholics and Protestants: What Can We
Learn from Each Other?, he says that the
collapse of morality in society should
bring Catholics and Protestants closer to
one another. Kreeft converted from Dutch
Reformed to Catholicism through the
influence of the writings of the “church
fathers” while a student at Calvin College
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He was
particularly drawn to “St. Augustine,” in
whose writings he found things such as
“the Eucharist, the Real Presence, prayers
to saints, devotion to Mary, an insistence
on visible unity” (“Hauled Aboard the
Ark,” www.peterkreeft.com). Dr. Kreeft
didn’t find the truth in the “church
fathers,” he found doctrines of devils, and
for some reason his spirit resonated with
these errors. The “church fathers” didn’t
add one iota of truth to the canon of
Scripture, and they have zero authority.
The unity that the Kreefts of this age are
calling for is not a biblical unity; it is
end-time apostasy that is building a one-
world “church.” It is led by the one who
“is transformed into an angel of light (2
Corinthians 11:14).
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PENTECOSTALS TRACE THEIR
HERITAGE TO POPE LEO XIII’S
PRAYER (Friday Church News Notes,
June 9, 2017, 2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Many Pentecostals and charismatics
trace their heritage to the prayer of Pope
Leo XIII in 1897 for a “new Pentecost.”
The pope’s prayer was allegedly
answered by the birth of Pentecostalism
in Topeka, Kansas in 1900 and Azusa
Street in 1906 and by the birth of the
charismatic movement in the 1960s,
which quickly spread through the Roman
Catholic Church (“This 120-Year-Old
Pentecost Prayer Still Rings Out Today,”
Charisma Magazine, May 30, 2017). To
trace one’s heritage to the prayer of a
pope is evidence of great spiritual
blindness. The Roman Catholic Council
of Trent put a curse on anyone who says
that salvation is by God’s mercy alone
without works, but 1,500 years before
that, God’s Word put a curse on any one
who says that salvation is NOT by God’s
grace alone, and we know whose curse
will stand. “I marvel that ye are so soon
removed from him that called you into
the grace of Christ unto another gospel:
Which is not another; but there be some
that trouble you, and would pervert the
gospel of Christ. But though we, or an
angel from heaven, preach any other
gospel unto you than that which we have
preached unto you, let him be accursed”
(Galatians 1:6-8).

CHURCH OF ENGLAND TO
CONSIDER SPECIAL BAPTISM
SERVICE FOR “TRANSGENDERS”
(Friday Church News Notes, June 9,
2017, 2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - At
its General Synod in July, the Church of

England will consider a proposal for a
new baptism service “to celebrate
transgender individuals who have
transitioned genders” (“Church of
England Considers Baptizing People into
New Gender,” ChristianHeadlines.com,
Jun. 2, 2017). This church, so-called,
already has transgender priests. One of
these, Rachel Mann, said, “Trans people
feel powerfully called to be recognized
in their ‘chosen’ name. An opportunity
to be publicly introduced to God is
therefore significant.” We are not sure
what “God” Mann is talking about, but
it is not the Creator God who made man
male and female. Scripture teaches that
the Creator forms each individual in the
womb according to a preexisting plan,
and being male or female is no accident

of nature. True churches don’t celebrate
moral perversion; they preach the life-
changing gospel of Jesus Christ whereby
sinners are converted from wickedness
and given a new mind to love truth and
righteousness. The transgender
movement of the 21st century is the
logical consequence of the feminist
unisex movement of the 20th. “Thine
eyes did see my substance, yet being
unperfect; and in thy book all my
members were written, which in
continuance were fashioned, when as yet
there was none of them” (Psalm 139:16).

JUSTIN BIEBER’S EMPTY
PLATITUDES (Friday Church News
Notes, June 9, 2017, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) - At
a concert to raise money for victims of
recent terrorist attacks in London and
Manchester, rockers delivered empty
platitudes to England and the world.
Ariana Grande was joined by Justin

Bieber, Katy Perry, and others. Bieber,
who was baptized and mentored by
Hillsong pastor Carl Lentz, said, “God
is good in the midst of the darkness. God
is good in the midst of the evil. God is
in the midst no matter what’s happening
in the world, God is in the midst, and He
loves you and He’s here for you” (“Justin
Bieber Ministers at Manchester
Concert,” CBNNews, Jun. 4, 2017). This
is a universalistic, moral relativistic
message from “The Shack” god. The
God revealed in Scripture is indeed good
and He loves the world (John 3:16), but
He is a holy God who receives sinners
on His own terms, not on the sinner’s
terms, and His terms are repentance and
faith in the Calvary atonement of Jesus
Christ. It is the good and loving Christ
who said, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee,
Except a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God” (John 3:3), and,
“except ye repent, ye shall all likewise
perish” (Luke 13:3). To repent of one’s
sin is to renounce it, but these people
have not renounced their wicked
lifestyles and lascivious “art.” God is not
“here” for those who reject His Word
and flaunt their sin, as the rock crowd
does. Bieber, for example, in his song
“Kiss & Tell,” encourages girls to have
secret immoral relationships with guys.
“Your lips are calling me, like they
wanna do something; I feel the
chemistry, Yea you’re into me. ... Just
keep it quiet; keep it on the hush/ And
what we do keep it just between us. ...
Use them lips for kissing, girl, if you
wanna ride with me/ ... Don’t tell your
mama ...” Ariana Grande and Katy Perry
sing the same sort of filthy trash and thus
promote global rebellion against the holy
God among children as young as five.
They love darkness rather than light, yet
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they want to pretend as if God comforts
them in their darkness. They are the
devil’s emissaries, and the modern world
of global communication is their stage.

ANOTHER CONTEMPORARY
CHURCH STARTED BY A WEST
COAST GRADUATE (Friday Church
News Notes, June 16, 2017, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
We have learned of yet another
contemporary church founded by a
graduate of West Coast Baptist College
(Lancaster Baptist Church, Lancaster,
California). The cool name of this cool
church is Grace Gatherings, and the
pastor is Todd Weaver, whose father is
on staff at West Coast. Everything is
very emerging at Grace Gatherings.
Instead of a statement of faith, they have
a “Theology Narrative.” Instead of the
Bible being infallibly inspired by God,
it is an “authoritative narrative.” For
salvation, there is no mention of
repentance or born again, just the “the
Spirit of God affirms as children of God
all those who trust Jesus.” They don’t do
missionary work; they do “holistic”
“missional” work. They say the church’s
work is to “usher in the kingdom of
God.” (In this connection, it’s interesting
that Lancaster sings Pentecostal Jack
Hayford’s song “Majesty” with its
kingdom now theology.) The church,
they say, “is a global and local
expression of living out the way of Jesus
through love, peace, sacrifice, and
healing as we embody the resurrected
Christ, who lives in and through us, to a
broken and hurting world.” One will
look in vain in the church’s “theology
narrative” for a statement on God’s
eternal judgment of the unsaved in the

lake of fire. There appears to be a strong
element of universalism. Their
“community works” projects include the
New Agey Alcoholics Anonymous with
its emphasis on a “higher power” rather
than the God of Scripture.  It sounds like
Weaver has been influenced by men
such as Rob Bell, Robert Webber, and
Brian McLaren. But Lancaster/West
Coast’s “do not criticize” philosophy
doesn’t allow for church members and
students to be properly educated and
warned of such men and their heresies.
And many bridges are built from the
church and student body to
evangelicalism and beyond by such
things as contemporary worship music.
When has Pastor Paul Chappell publicly
and emphatically renounced the many
contemporary West Coast graduates,
including his own son Matt of Rock Hill
Church, that are leading people astray
around the world? For more about the
emerging church see the free 55-page
eBook The Emerging Church Is Coming,
and for a more thorough study, see the
440-page What Is the Emerging Church?
Both are available at www.wayoflife.org.

U.S. STATE DEPARTMENT
PROMOTES HOMOSEXUAL
RIGHTS WORLDWIDE (Friday
Church News Notes, June 16, 2017,
2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson
issued a statement on June 7 promoting
homosexual rights worldwide. “In
recognition of LGBTI Month, the
Department of State affirms its solidarity
with the human rights defenders and
civil society organizations working
around the world to uphold the
fundamental freedoms of LGBTI
persons to live with dignity and
freedom.” LGBTI stands for Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and
Intersex. The very concept of LGBTI is
brazen rebellion against the holy Creator,
who made man male and female and
forbade man to have sexual relationships
outside of holy matrimony, which the
Bible defines as a marriage of one man
and one woman. The pushing of

homosexual rights by the United States
government has already resulted in
oppression of Bible-believing Christians,
and it will escalate as the power of
government is brought to bear against
those who refuse to bow to its immoral
stance. President Donald Trump has
done nothing to stop this trend. The only
thing that will hinder this apostasy is
effectual intercession by individuals and
churches that are on “praying ground.”
(For more on this see “What Rights
Others Lose When Homosexuals Gain
Their Rights,” www.wayoflife.org.)
“Why do the heathen rage, and the
people imagine a vain thing? The kings
of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
take counsel together, against the LORD,
and against his anointed, saying, Let us
break their bands asunder, and cast away
their cords from us. He that sitteth in the
heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have
them in derision” (Psalm 2:1-4).

ONTARIO LAW ALLOWS
GOVERNMENT TO SEIZE
CHILDREN FROM PARENTS WHO
OPPOSE GENDER TRANSITION
(Friday Church News Notes, June 16,
2017, 2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from
“Ontario Passes Law,” Christian Post,
Jun. 4, 2017: “Canada’s Ontario
province has passed legislation that
allows the government to seize children
from families that refuse to accept their
child’s chosen ‘gender identity’ or
‘gender expression.’ The so-called
Supporting Children, Youth and
Families Act of 2017, or Bill 89, was
approved by a vote of 63 to 23, according
to The Christian Times. It requires child
protection, foster, adoption service
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providers, and judges to take into
account and respect a child's ‘race,
ancestry, place of origin, color, ethnic
origin, citizenship, family diversity,
disability, creed, sex, sexual orientation,
gender identity and gender expression.’
‘I would consider that a form of abuse,
when a child identifies one way and a
caregiver is saying no, you need to do
this differently,’ Minister of Child and
Family Services Michael Coteau, who
introduced the bill, was quoted as saying.
‘If it’s abuse, and if it’s within the
definition, a child can be removed from
that environment and placed into
protection where the abuse stops.’ The
bill replaces the Child and Family
Services Act, or Bill 28, which governs
child protection, foster care and adoption
services. Bill 28 stated that the parent of
a child in care retains the right ‘to direct
the child's education and religious
upbringing.’ However, the new law
amends it thus: ‘to direct the child or
young person's education and
upbringing, in accordance with the
child’s or young person's creed,
community identity and cultural
identity.’ ... Jack Fonseca, senior
political strategist for Campaign Life
Coalition, is quoted as saying, ‘With the
passage of Bill 89, we’ve entered an era
of totalitarian power by the state, such as
never witnessed before in Canada’s
history. Make no mistake, Bill 89 is a
grave threat to Christians and all people
of faith who have children, or who hope
to grow their family through adoption.’”

VAST MAJORITY OF ISRAELIS
OPPOSE PALESTINIAN CONTROL
OF JERUSALEM (Friday Church
News Notes, June 16, 2017, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,

fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
According to a new poll, 84% of Israelis
opposed any “two state” solution that
gives the Palestinians sovereignty over
Jerusalem. “The poll, commissioned by
Israel Hayom and conducted by Maagar
Mochot, found that 67 percent of Israelis
would oppose a peace deal granting the
Palestinians partial sovereignty over the
Old City of Jerusalem. Opposition to a
peace deal rose to 84 percent if it allows
the Palestinians full sovereignty over the
Old City” (“Most Israelis Prefer United,
Sovereign Jerusalem over Peace,”
BreakingIsraeNews.com, Jun. 4, 2017).

200,000 ATTEND TEL AVIV’S GAY
PRIDE PARADE (Friday Church News
Notes, June 16, 2017, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The 200,000 “revelers” who participated
on June 9 for Tel Aviv’s annual Gay
Pride parade included 30,000 visitors
from abroad. The parade is the highlight
of the city’s Pride Week. Tel Aviv is
ranked as the world’s “most gay-friendly
city.” A representative of the mayor’s
office said, “Gay tourism is one of the
pillars of our economy” (“Over 200,000
attend,” The Times of Israel, Jun. 9,
2017). The theme of this year’s filthy
event celebrated “bisexuality.” Ezekiel
37:1-14 describes Israel’s return to the
land from her worldwide diaspora in two
stages. This important prophecy is the
only one that describes Israel’s return to
the land before her spiritual conversion
and before the establishment of Christ’s
kingdom. It is a return to the land in
preparation for the coming of the
Antichrist and the building of the third
temple as described in Daniel’s 70 Week
prophecy (Da. 9:24-27). Ezekiel sees
Israel as a valley of dry bones. Verse 11
gives the interpretation: “these bones are
the whole house of Israel.” This has been
her condition for nearly 2,000 years. She
was scattered to the ends of the earth, and
it appeared that she was dead and
finished. Ezekiel sees Israel brought to
life and restored in two stages. First, she
will be brought back to the land but in a
spiritually dead condition. Verse 8 says

the dead bones were raised but “there
was no breath in them.” Then Israel will
receive the divine breath of life, as
described in verses 9-10, “and the breath
came into them, and they lived.” Israel
will live spiritually when she is
converted during the Tribulation. This is
described in Zechariah 12:9-14; 13:8-9.

ISRAEL PREPARES FOR A MAJOR
EARTHQUAKE (Friday Church News
Notes, June 16, 2017, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
Israel is conducting a series of
emergency drills called “Earthquake
2017” to prepare for a major earthquake.
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
said, “There are enough earthquakes
around us in all senses of the word, but
we live adjacent to the Syrian-African
rift, and an earthquake can hit at any
moment. They already have and they
undoubtedly will” (“Israel Prepares for
Major Earthquake,” Israel Today, Jun.
12, 2017). The Bible describes a major
earthquake that will level a tenth part of
Jerusalem at the onset of the Great
Tribulation. “And the same hour was
there a great earthquake, and the tenth
part of the city fell, and in the earthquake
were slain of men seven thousand: and
the remnant were affrighted, and gave
glory to the God of heaven” (Revelation
11:13).

500th ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PROTESTANT REFORMATION
(Friday Church News Notes, June 23,
2017, www.wayoflife.org,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
This year is the 500th anniversary of the
posting of Martin Luther’s 95 Theses
which led to the Protestant Reformation.
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The name “Protestant” originated with a
group of German princes who protested
against Rome twelve years later in 1529.
The term typically refers to
denominations that arose from that era--
particularly Lutheran, Presbyterian,
Anglican (Episcopal), and Methodist--
but it is often used to describe all non-
Catholic denominations. Though the
Protestants came out of Rome and
rejected many of Rome’s errors, they
also kept many unscriptural things, such
as infant baptism, a priesthood,
allegorical interpretation of prophecy,
replacement theology, and state
churchism. The Reformation was a large
and complex social, political, and
religious phenomenon involving many
nations and occurring over a long period
of time and it had a major role in creating
the modern world. It was a great
changing of the times (Daniel 2:21). The
spread of spiritual light through the
preaching of the gospel and the
publication of the Bible produced such
things as advanced concepts of human
liberty, economic improvement,
scientific advancement, advancement in
the arts, and social progress (e.g.,
increase in literacy, end of slavery, better
working conditions, higher wages). We
look at these things in the book The Bible
and Western Society, which describes
some of the good fruit of the
Reformation. An extensive study of the
Protestant Reformation can be found in
the 2016 edition of the two-volume A
History of the Churches from a Baptist
Perspective.

U.S. ARMY’S TRANSGENDER
TRAINING ADDRESSES MALE
PREGNANCIES (Friday Church News
Notes, June 23, 2017,

www.wayoflife.org fbns@wayoflife.org,
866-295-4143) - The following is
excerpted from Todd Starnes, Fox News,
Jun. 16, 2017: “The Army has begun
mandatory transgender sensitivity
training for soldiers. The training covers
everything from ‘transfemale’ soldiers to
transgender shower etiquette to dealing
with a male soldier who becomes
pregnant. ... ‘That pregnancy scenario is
beyond words,’ Chaplain Alliance for
Religious Liberty executive director Ron
Crews told me. ‘This is an example of
how this social policy can be used simply
to promote personal agendas at the
expense of taxpayers with no regard for
being what the military is all about.’ The
matter of male soldiers with child is
tucked away inside the Army’s ‘Policy on
the Military Service of Transgender
Soldiers Training Module, Tier 2:
Commanders and Leaders.’ ... [It was]
mandated during the Obama
Administration. ‘The training module
specifically outlines key roles and
responsibilities of commanders,
transgender soldiers, military medical
providers and administrative management
organizations,’ Lt. Col. Jennifer Johnson
told USA Today. ‘This training is
mandatory for all uniformed members, as
well as Department of the Army
civilians.’ The briefing materials cover all
sorts of scenarios--from shower stall
etiquette to ‘transfemale’ soldiers
deployed to anti-LGBT countries. ...
Female soldiers must also come to terms
with taking a shower alongside men who
identify as women--even if the
transgender soldier did not undergo sex-
reassignment surgery. ‘Soldiers must
accept living and working conditions that
are often austere, primitive, and
characterized by little or no privacy,’ the

module states. ‘All soldiers will use
billeting, bathroom and shower
facilities associated with their gender
marker.’ The Army guidelines mandate
facilities will not be designed, modified
or constructed to make transgender-
only areas. ‘Accommodations cannot
isolate or stigmatize the TG soldier,’ the
guidelines state.”

CANADA PASSES RADICAL LAW
FORCING GENDER THEORY
ACCEPTANCE (Friday Church News
Notes, June 23, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from
LifeSiteNews, June 15, 2017:
“Canada’s Senate passed the Justin
Trudeau Liberals’ transgender rights
bill unamended this afternoon by a vote
of 67 to 11, with three abstentions. The
bill adds ‘gender expression’ and
‘gender identity’ to Canada’s Human
Rights Code and to the Criminal Code’s
hate crime section. With the Senate
clearing the bill with no amendments,
it requires only royal assent in the
House of Commons to become law.
Critics warn that under Bill C-16,
Canadians who deny gender theory
could be charged with hate crimes,
fined, jailed, and compelled to undergo
anti-bias training. Foremost among
these critics is University of Toronto
psychology professor Dr. Jordan
Peterson, who along with lawyer D.
Jared Brown, told the Senate committee
that Bill C-16 is an unprecedented
threat to freedom of expression and
codifies a spurious ideology of gender
identity in law. Peterson was invited to
the committee by Manitoba Senator
Don Plett, who voted against the bill. ...
Prime Minister Trudeau praised the
bill’s passage as ‘great news.’ But
Campaign Life Coalition, the political
arm of Canada’s pro-life movement,
condemned the passage of Bill C-16.
‘This tyrannical bill is nothing but
social engineering to the nth degree, all
in the name of political
correctness,’ Campaign Life’s Toronto
vice president Jeff Gunnarson told
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• Exalting the Lord Jesus Christ; His eternal perfect, and preserved Word; and the Gospel of his Grace.
(2 Peter 3:1-2, 18)

• Standing for the whole counsel of God. (Acts 20:27; Jude 3)
• Challenging Christian workers to uphold the truth and resist the apostasy of our times. (1 Timothy 6:20-21)
• Exposing the spirit of error and compromise within Christendom (Hosea 4:6a; 2 Tim. 3)
• Upholding the New Testament Church (1 Tim. 6:13-14). O Timothy is a ministry of Bethel Baptist Church of London, Ontario.
• Challenging churches to fulfill the Great Commission of world evangelism (Matt. 28:18-20; Acts 13-14)
• Standing for the Received Text of the Holy Scriptures, the Authorized Version in the English Language, and sound translations of the TR

in the languages of the world. (Ps. 12:6-7)

Aim of O Timothy Magazine

LifeSiteNews. Jack Fonseca, Campaign
Life's senior political strategist, said the
bill will be used to attack Christian
belief. ‘Mark my words, this law will not
be used as some sort of “shield” to
defend vulnerable transsexuals, but
rather as a weapon with which to
bludgeon people of faith and free-
thinking Canadians who refuse to deny
truth,’ he told LifeSiteNews. ... Lawyer
Brown told the Senate Committee the
federal Liberals have made it clear they
will follow Ontario’s lead when
implementing Bill C-16. And Ontario
Human Rights Code guidelines
‘mandate’ the use of genderless
pronouns on request, he said. ‘Mandating
use of pronouns requires one to use
words that are not their own that imply
a belief in or agreement with a certain
theory on gender,’ he added. ‘If you try
to disavow that theory, you can be
brought before the Human Rights
Commission for misgendering or
potentially find yourself guilty of a hate
crime. To sum up, on the subject of
gender, we’re going to have government-
mandated speech.’ Those who refuse to
go along could be ‘brought before the
federal tribunal,’ Brown said. If the
tribunal assesses a penalty such as a fine

or “non-monetary remedy, such as a
cease and desist order or an order to
compel them to do something,” and the
person refuses, ‘they will find
themselves in contempt of court and
prison is the likely outcome of that
process until they purge the contempt,’
he added.”

LESBIAN WORSHIP LEADER
AWARDED BY ARCHBISHOP OF
CANTERBURY (Friday Church News
Notes, June 23, 2017,
w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from
“Lesbian Worship Leader,”
www.hallels.com, Jun. 14, 2017:
“Worship leader and songwriter Vicky
Beeching who came out as a lesbian in
2014 has been awarded by the head of
the Anglican Communion for her
contributions to worship music.
Beeching feels honored that she has
been presented with the Thomas
Cranmer Award for Worship by the
Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby,
last week. Together with over 35 people
from around the world, Beeching
received awards for outstanding service
to the church in a ceremony at Lambeth
Palace in London on Friday. The awards
recognize outstanding service in
different fields, including prayer and the
religious life, reconciliation, and
evangelism and witness.”

LARGE MAJORITY OF
AMERICANS SUPPORT
EUTHANASIA (Friday Church News
Notes, June 23, 2017,

w w w . w a y o f l i f e . o r g ,
fbns@wayoflife.org, 866-295-4143) -
The following is excerpted from “73
Percent,” NewsMax, Jun. 12, 2017:
“Nearly three out of four Americans
support euthanasia, a new Gallup poll
revealed. Here is how the poll breaks
down on the issue of whether a doctor
should be allowed to end a terminally ill
patient's life by painless means if the
person requests it: A total of 73 percent
of adults surveyed are in favor of it. 55
percent of weekly churchgoers support
euthanasia, while 87 percent of those
who rarely, if ever, go to church back it.
60 percent of conservatives support it,
compared 79 percent of moderates and
89 percent of liberals. 67 percent of
Republicans or Republican-leaning
independents are in favor of it, compared
to 81 percent of Democrats or
Democratic-leaning independents. ...
‘Support for euthanasia is nearly double
what it was when Gallup first polled on
the question in 1947, when 37 percent
said it should be allowed by law. By
1973, a slim majority of 53 percent
supported it. Since 1990, solid majorities
of Americans have expressed support for
euthanasia, ranging from 64-75
percent.’”
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